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PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL 

HISTORY 

SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

JB ir R P E j4 N S 
EAST AND WEST INDIES. 

BOOK XI. 

The Europeans go into Africa to^rcbafe Slaves to cut* 
thate tbe Caribbee ^wids. Tbe manner of condu^' 
ag tbis Jpecies of Commerce. Produce arj/tng frorH 
tbe labour of tbe Slaves, 

vv £ hare feen iramenfe countries invaded and laid book 
wafte; their innocent and'peaceableintiabitants either ^^• 
mailacred or loaded with chains ; a dreadful fohtude ^^^Te^ 
cftabliflied upon the rulna of a numerous population : petDiiet- 



ing their dead bodies Upon thofe of their vidims. ■''""'•f^ 
What is to be the refult of fo many enormities ? They ^l^^ihm 
will ftill be repeated, and they will be followed by *^'«- 
one, which, though it may not produce fo much 
bloodihed, will nevertfaelefs be more fhocking {o hu- 
manity : this is the traffic of man, fold and purcbaf- 
ed by his fellow-creature. The Ulands of America 
W.yK A 
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a HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOOK h&ve firft fuggefted the idea of this abominahle trad*,. 
' - and we (hall now fee in what manner this misfortune 
' hath been brought about. 

Certain reftlefs fugitives, the greateft part of whom 
had either been difgraced by the laws of their coun- 
try, or ruined by their exceffes, in this ftate of defpc- 
ration, formed a defign of attacking Spanifli or Por- 
tugueie Ihips that were richly laden with the fpoils 
of the New World. Some defert iflands, whofe fitu- 
ation enfured fuccefs to thefe piracies, ferved at firll 
for a place of rendezvous to thefe robbers, and foon 
became their country. Habituated to murder, they 
meditated the malTacre of a plain and unfuff>e(^ng 
people, who had received and treated them with hu- 
manity ; and the civilized nations, of which thefe 
free-booters were the refufe, adopted this' infamous 
fcheme without hesitation ; which was immediately 
put in execution. It then became necefiary to con- 
fider what advantages might accrue from fo many 
enormities. Gold aod lilver, which were ftill looked 
upon as the fole valuable prodiM^ons to be derived 
from America, had either never exifted in feveral of 
thefe new acquilitions, or were no longer to be found 
there in fufficlent quantities to expeft any confider- 
able emoluments from working the mines. Certain 
fpeculative men, lefs blinded by their prejudices than 
the multitude generally are, imagined, that a foil and. 
climate, fo totally different from ours, might either 
■ fumifti us with commodities to which we were ftran- 
gers, or which we were obliged to purchafe at an ex- 
orbitant price : they therefore determined to apply 
themfelves to the culture of them. There were fome 
obftacles, apparently infurmountabte, to the execu- 
' tion of this plan. The ancient inhabitants of the 
country were now entirely deftroyed ; and had t*hey 
not been fo, the weaknefs of their conftitutions, their 
habit of eafe and indolence, and their invincible aver- 
fion for labour, would fcarce h^ve rendered them fit 
inftruments to execute the defigns of their oppreflbrs. 
Thefe barbarians too, born in a temperate i^me^ 
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IN TII£ EAST AMD W£ST IKlilES; 3 . 

&Duld not fiipport the laborious works of agriciiltiire book 
under a burning and unwholcfbme Iky. Self-inte- . ^^ ^ 
reft, ever fruitful in expedients, fuggefted the plan of 
feeking cultivators in Africa, a country in which the 
abominable and inhunian cuftom of felling -its inha- 
bitants hath ever prevailed- 

Africa is an immenfe region, -conne3:^d to Alia only 
by a narrow neck of land of twenty leagues, called 
the Ifthmus of Suez. This natural and political boun- 
dary muft fooner or later be broken down by the. 
ocean, from that tendency it is obferved to have of 
forming gulfs and ftraits eaftward. This peiunfula, 
cut by the equator into two unequal parts, forms an 
irregular triangle, one of the fides of which fronts 
the eaft, the other the north, and the third the weft^ 

The eallern fide, which extends from Suez nearly OpbuMi 
as fiir as the Cape of Good Hope, is walhed by the JJ^^^ 
Red Sea and the ocean; The inland parts of theanftof 
country are but little known, and what has been dif- ^^"*' 
covered of them can neither excite the mercenary 
views of the trader, the curiofity of the traveller, nor 
the humanity of the philofopher. Even the milfion- 
aries, after having made fome progrefs in thefe coun- 
tries, efpecially in Abyflinia, totally difcouraged by 
the treatment they met with, have abandoned thefe 
people to their inconftancy and perfidy. The coafts 
are in general only dreadful rocks, or a wafte of dry 
and burning iand. Thofe pprtions which are fit for 
cuTtivation, are parcelled out among the narives of 
the country^ the Arabs, the Portuguefe, and the 
Dutch. Their commerce, which conlilts only in a 
little ivory or gold, and fome Haves, is connected with 
that of the Eaft Indies. 

The northern fide, which exteiids from the Ifth- 
mus of Suez to the Straits of Gibraltar, is bounded 
by the Mediterranean. On-this fide, nine hundred 
leagues of coall are occupied by a country, which 
hath for feveral centuries been known by the name 
of Barbary ; and by Egyptj which is under-.the yoke 
of the Ottoman empire^ 

Aij 
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4 HISTORT or SETTLEBONTS AND TRAS£ 

BOOK This great province is bounded by the Red Sea oa 
■ j^^__, the eaft, by Nubia on the fouth, by the deferts of 
OpiDiori Barca, or by Lybia on the weft, arid on the nortb 
theTtHi"^ by the Mediterranean. It is about twohundred and 
thetDcmlt'twelve leagues long from north to fbutb.- A break . 
»nd*crf"*' of rocks^ and a chain of mountains, running almoft 
Egypt in in the fame direSion, prerent it from being more 
**""* ' than fix or fcven leagues broad as far as Cairo. From 
that capital to the fea the country defcribes a tri- 
angle, the bafis of which is one hundred leagues. 
This triangle includes another, known by the name 
of Deha, and formed by two branches of the Nilri, 
which empty themfelves into the Mediterranean, one 
of them at the diftance of a league from Rofetto, and 
. the other of two from Damietta. 

Although this be a burning region, yet the climate 
is in general healthy ; the only infutnity peculiar to 
Egypt is, the two frequent lo£t t£ fight. This cala- 
mity is thought to be occafioned by a fine kind of 
&nd, which is fcattered about in May and June by 
the fouth winds. . Would it not be more reafonable 
to attribule it to the cuftom tbofe people have of flecf^ 
ing in the e|ien air nine months in the year ? Tbia 
Ofunion will be readily admitted, lince it is ohferred, 
that tbofe who pafs the night in their houfes, or un- 
der tents, feldom experience fi> great a misfortune. 

There are few countries on the &ce of the globe 
fb fraitful as Egypt. The fisil yields annually three 
crop», which require but one tillage. Vegetables 
fucceed corn, and thefe are followed by pot.herbs ; 
this happy fertility is owing to the Nile. 

That river, the fource of which is in Ethio|aa, owet 
its increafe to clouds, which falling down in rain, oc- 
cafion its periodical (welL It begins in the month 
of June, and augments till the end of September, at 
which time it gradually decrea&s. Its waters, after 
having traverfed an immenfe fpace without dividing, 
are feparated five leagues above Cairo, into two 
branches, which meet no more. 

A country, however, where nothing i» fo feldoni 
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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. (• 

met with as a fpring, and where rain is an extraordi- book' 
nary phenomenon, could only have been fertilized . ^'' _j 
by the Nile. Accordingly, from times of the moft 
remote antiquity, fourfcore confiderable canals were 
digged at the entrance of the kingdom, befide a great 
number of fmall ones, which diftributed thefe waters 
all over Egypt. Except fire or fix of the deepeft, 
they are all dry at the beginning, or towards tbe mid- 
dle of winter ; but then the foil no longer requires 
watering. If it fliould happen, that the hver hath 
not fwelled to the height of four hundred inches, the 
lower grounds are only watered. The others, to 
which their wells, conftrufted with fwing-gates, or 
with wheels, become ufelefe, are confidered as bar- 
ren, and freed for that year of all imports. 

The grounds are divided into three clafles. That 
which is confidered as the &tSi of them, is tbe one 
which forms the Vakoups, or domain allotted to the 
mofques, or other religious ertablifhments. It is the 
worft cultivated of any of the grounds, and that which 
is more fpared in the taxes by an ignorant and fu- 
perftitious government. 

The principal civil and military officers of the (late 
enjoy the profits of the fecond clafs. They leave 
very little to the bondlinen, who till the grounds with 
the fweat of their brows ; and they feldom pay into 
the treafury the taxes they are indebted to it. 

The third clais is' divided between a greater num- 
ber of plain citizens, whofe poilelfions, more or lefs 
extenlive, are cultivated by adlive and intelligent 
fanners. Thefe gromids compofe the wealth of Egypt, 
and become the refource of the public treafury. 

Though one third of the grounds be left untilled, 
yet the country is not depopulated. It is reckoned 
to contain five or fix millions of inhabitants, the moft 
ndmerous of which are the Cophts, who derive their 
origin from the ancient Egyptians, to whom they have 
no fmall fhare of refemblance. Some of them have 
£ubmitted to the yoke of the Koran, the refl have re- 
jnaiued iiibjed to the Gofpel. They occupy, almoft 
A iij 
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6 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRA*1 

BOOK exclufively, all the Upper Egypt, and are very nui 
. ^^ ^ merous in the Lower ; fever^ of them are ciiliivatprs, 
but more of them profcfs the arts. The moft intel- 
ligent among them fuperintend the aifairs of rich 
families, or ferve as fecretaries to men in office. When 
they have obtained thefe pofts, which are deemed 
honourable, they foon acquire an abfolute fway over 
maftcrs enervated by the cUmate and by luxury. This 
kind of power foon leads them to the poflleflion of 
wealth, which they generally fquander in the inoft 
infamous excefles. If motives of avarice fhould have 
made them abftain from the purfuit of pleafure, they 
are deprived of their riches before the clofe of a tur- 
bulent life, by the tyrants whom thy had deceived. 
Children are fcarce ever known to inherit the fortune 
of their fathers. 

The moft numerous race after the Cophts, is that 
of the Arabs. Thefe defcendants of a people, who 
were formerly a conquering nation, all live in a ftate 
of the utmoft ignominy. In this abje£l condition, 
their adions are never animated with fpirit, and they 
have never been known to take-any part in the re- 
volutions with which this country is fo frequently agi- 
tated. Their mafters confider them only in the light 
of animals that are necellkry for cultivation. Their 
lives and their fortunes are arbitrarily difpofed of, 
while thefe ads of injuftice and cruelty have never 
brought down the vengeance of government upon 
the offenders. Thefe unfortunate people have a par- 
ticular drefs, they dwell in (he fields, intermarry with 
ope another, and fcarce live upon any thing but ve- 
getables and milk. If there be any among them who 
are able to indulge in a few conveniencies, they would 
not dare to do it, from the apprehenfion of expofing 
themfelves to the rilk of being taken notice of, which 
might, fooner or later, become fetal to them. 

The remainder of the population is compofed of 
Turks, Jews, and Armenians, and of men of divers 
countries and fc<as, who have , fucceffively fettled in 
Egypt. Thefe foreigners, whatever be the reafoo of 
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U, feldom leave a numerous pofterity, and their de- book 
fcendants are not mofe fortunate. Tbis humiliating , ^^ . 
fterility, however, is chiefly obferved among the Ma- 
melucs. 

. In vain have thefe Circaffians, or Georgians, been 
chofen in their youth from among the moft healthy meQ 
in their provinces. In vain have the moll beautiful, 
wives of their country .J)een beftowed upon them. 
In vain have they been all kept in a ftate of plenty, 
freed from the apprehenfions of want, and from every 
anxiety. Scarce any children ilTue from thefe well, 
adapted conne^Slions, and the few that are born die 
within the year. Only two families are known to "bfi 
the defcendants of this race, and they have yet reach- 
ed QO further than to the fecond generation. ( 

The government of Egypt differs from every other. 
Before the invafion of the Turks, this region was 
under the fway of a chief^ who was chofen by foldiers, 
all born in flavery, and who Ihared his authority with 
him. Selim would undoubtedly have been detirous 
to fubmit this new conqueft to the fame defpotifm as 

, his other provinces ; but circumftances were not fa- 
vourable to this ambitious defign. He was obliged 
to content himfelf with the rights of the dethroned 
Soldan, and to leave his haughty lieutenants in pof- 
feflion of the prerogatives they had for fo long a time 
enjoyed. The Sultan fent into Egypt fourteen thou- 
fand of his beil troops, in order to counterbalance 
this formidable militia. Far &om attending to the 
interefts of the Port, this corps employed themfelves 

^ only about their own. They foon acquired fufficient 
influence to have every thing determined by their 
caprice ; and they maintained the afcendant they 
had gained, till growing effeminate by the climate, 
they were no longer able to maintain a power which 
was not fixed on any kind of bafls. It pafled again 
into the hands of the Mamelucs, and that in a morp 
extenlive manner than ever. 

This Angular dynafty is compofed of ten or twelve 
thoufand flaves, brought from Georgia and Pircafli^ 

A iiij , 
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BOOK when they were very young. They enter into the 
^'- ._ fervice of the great men of their nation, who have, 
• like them, been all in a ftate of flavery, and who, 
fooner or later, give them thtir freedom. Thefe 
freedmen are obferved to rife from one poll to another, 
till they attain to the rank of Bey, which is the high- 
eft of all. 

Thefe Beys govern the twejity-four provinces of 
the kingdom. Their nxunber feldom exceeds fixteen 
or feventeen, becaufe the moft refolute among them 
^re in poflefHon of more than one government, and 
becaufe fome feeble diftrifls of Upper Egypt have 
been intrufted to Arabian Chieks from time immemo- 
rial. Although they ought all to be of equal rank, 
the Bey who governs the capital molt commonly af- 
fumes an authority over the reft, unlefs he be fup- ' 
planted by fome one' of his colleagues, richer, mors 
powerful, or more artful than himfelf. But whether 
the ^uilibrium be maintained or not, the free Turks 
never obtain any but civil or ecclefiaftical employ- 
ments. The military dignities, the offices of govern- 
ment, and all the higheft honours, are deftined only 
for thofe who have lived in fervitude. The Divan, 
which is compofed of the Beys and of their creatures, 
is the real fovereign. The Pacha, who reprefcnts the 
Sultan, receives homage, and orders are even given 
in his name ; but they are diftated to him by infolcnt 
flaves. If he (hould refufe to do what is required of . 
him, he is depofed, and leads a retired life, till the 
feraglio hath either fentenced him to death or recalled 
. him. 

The Mamelucs conftitute the real force of Egypt. 
As they are all bom in either a rough or a temperate 
climate, and as they have received an auftere educa- 
tion, they form ditfereiJt troops of cavalry, which are 
divided among the Beys, in proportion to the degree 
of influence, or the ambition of thofe chiefs, and the 
greater or lefs eftimation they are holden in. Thefe 
powerful men difpofe of the Turkilh infantry in a 
inanner almoft as abfolute. fhis infantry is effemi- 
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nate, and hath entirelj loft its mititary fpirit. It is b o o k 
fcarce compofed of any but peaceable tradefmen. . ^'' ^ 
who cauiie their names to, be rendered, in order to 
enjoy the prerogatives attached to the name of a fol- 
dier. But whateTer it may be, its officers are en- 
tirely dependent upon the Beys, without whofe pro- 
te£lion they would not be able to obtain promotion. 

Befide the contributions in kind, which are fent 
as an offering from the Grand Signior to Mecca and 
Medina, which he caufes to be diftributed among the 
troops, feveral impofts are raifed in coin. The lands 
pay a tribute, and the Chriftiarts a poll-tax. The 
monopoly of caffia, fenna, and fal-ammoniac, is fold 
very dear. The cuftoms produce a great deal. Thefe 
objeds united amount at leaft to ten millions of livres 
[416,6661. 13s. 4d.], of which there is feldom more 
than a fourth part conveyed to Conftantinople. The 
chief Bey retains the remainder, or divides it with 
colleagues, if he be not able to keep it all. 

The intereft of the Pacha is not more attended to 
thui that of the Sultan. Even the militia ' feldom 
receive their entire pay \ and citizens of all ranks are 
habitually plundered. 

Such numerous vexations could not have been fup- 
ported, had it not been for the refources derived from 
a very advantageous "foreign trade, to which feveral 
ports are laid open. There are two in Alexandria, 
which formerly, it is faid, communicated with each 
other, and are at prefent feparated by a very narrow 
flip of land. The eaftern, or New Port, is of eafier 
accefs than the other; but is almoft filled up by 
the batlaft of the flups, which it is cullomary to fling 
into it. It is not a century iince the veflels were faf- 
tened to the quay ; but they are now at the diftance 
of more than two hundred toifes from it. The fpace 
which they can occupy is fo narrow, that it is ne- 
ceflary to fix them with feveral anchors, to prevent 
their fliocking each other ; and even this precautioq 
is not always fufficlent. It happens very often in 
ftorray weather, that thefe veiTels run foul of thof? 
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-BOO Kthat are near them, and drag them along with them 
- '' ■ into flats, where they are miferably foundered toge- 
ther. 

The weftem, or Old. Harbour, is large and commo- 
dious. Men of war and merchantmen are eqi^lly 
fecure in it j but the Europeans are excluded from it. 
Jealoufy hath induced the Turkifti navigators to in- 
vent a prophecy, which announces, that the city will 
fall into the hands of the Chriftiana, whenever their 
fliips are admitted into that fine harbour. 

Bequees is four leagues diftant from this place. It 
carries on no trade ; and is never frequented except 
when the winds prevent the ibips from getting to 
Alexandria, or from entering the Nile. Its harbour 
is very fmall, but exceedingly good ; men of war 
irould be ftieltered from all danger there even in winter. 

The mercbandifes which are carried down the ri- 
ver upon boats, that are called macks, and brought 
up again as far as the laEi cataract, or the fouthern 
extremity of Egypt, are landed at Rozetto, one league 
diftant from the weftem mouth of the Nile. The 
proviiions are conveyed from the town itfelf to the 
-ihips, which are at no great diftance, upon larger 
boats, known in that country by the name oigerines. 

A fimilar ftaple, but infinitely more conliderable, 
bath been formed near the eaftern mouth of the river 
9t Damietta. This, perhaps, was formerly a harbour ; 
but at prefent the vefTels are obliged to anchor in the 
open fea, at two leagues from the coaft, upon a good 
bottom. If they are driven from thence by ftorray 
weather^ which is rather frequent in thefe latitudes 
in the winter, they take refuge in the harbours of 
Cyprus, from whence they return to their poft when 
the danger is over. 

Seven or eight hundred Turkifh, Barbary, or Chri- 
ftian ftiips, or fuch as belong to the Chriftians, 
which trade for thefe people, arrive annually in 
Egypt. One hundred and forty, or one hundred and 
fifty ,of them, come from Syria, feventy or fourfcore 
ftpip Conftaptinople, fifty or fixty from Smyrna, thirr 
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ty or forty from Salonica, twenty-five or thirty from boor 
Candia, and all the reft from feme iflands, or from . ^'' . 
fome parts of the continent, which are lefs opulent 
and lefs fruitful. Their cargoes are valued, one with 
another, at 30,000 livres [1250I]. If we fuppofe 
there are feven hundred and fifty vcflels, the country 
confumesto the amount of 22,500,000 livres [937.5C0I.] 
of the produ<5tions brought by thefe traders. But it 
delivers above double that fum, in rice, coffee, flax, 
cloths, corn, vegetables, and in other articles. It 
muft therefore receive 22,500/300 livres [937t50ol.] 
in money.' 

The connetiHons of the Europeans with Egypt are , 
not fo lucrative. The people among them by whom 
they are carried on, fell woollen cloths, gildings, filk 
ftuffs, iron, lead, tio, paper, cochineal, hardware, 
and glafs ; and receive in exchange rice, cofiee, faf- 
fron, ivory, gums, cotton, fenna, caflia, fpun thread, 
and fal-ammoniac. 

In 1776, the importatitJns of the Venetians were 
reduced to 755,035 livres [31,4591. 15s. lod.], and 
their exports to 820,062 livres [34,1691.5s.]. The 
importations of the Tufcans and the Englilh, who 
trade to Leghorn, did not exceed 2,143,660 livres 
[89,3191. 3s. 4d.], nor their exports 2,099,635 livres 
[87,484!. 153.]. The importations of the French did 
not exceed 3,997,615 livres [166,5671. 5s. lod.], nor 
their exports 3.075,450 livres [128,1431. 155.]. The 
total importation did not therefore amount to more 
than 6,896,310 livres [387,3461. 5s.], and the export- 
ation to more than 5,995,147 livres [249,797!. 168. 
lod.]. 

AU the raerchandjfe either bought or fold by the 
Europeans pay a duty of three per cent. This tax 
amounts to fix per cent, for coffee, and to ten per 
cent, for rice, the exportation of which is prohibited. 
This impofition is for the profit of two ihips fent eve- 
ry year from the Dardanelles to guard the coafts of 
Egypt from the depredatibns of the pirates, and which 
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BOOK are of no other ufe but to opprefs the traders, and to 

- ^ encourage fmuggling. 

Europe employs one hundred veflels in this trade ; 
but only fifty oi; iixty of them return immediately to 
the ports from whence they were difpatched. The 
others enter into the fervice of any people who choofc 
to employ them in the Levant. 

Summer is the moll favourable feafon for failing 
from Europe to Egypt ; the voyages are Ihortened 
by the weft or rtorth winds which blow almoft con- 
tinually at that time. Spring and autumn are the 
moft proper fcafons for returning. .The navigation is 
very dangerous during winter upon thefe coafts, which 
are fo low, that land is not difcovered at two leagues 
diftance, if the day be in the leail dark, or the Iky 
cloudy. 

If Egypt fhould ever emerge from the ftate of 
anarchy in which it is plunged ; if an independent 
government fhould be formed there ; and if the new 
conllitution fliould be founded upon wife laws, that 
region will again become what it formerly was, one 
of the moft mduftrious and fertile countries of the 
earth. It would be abfurd to . foretel the fame pro- 
fperity to Lybia, which is inhabited at prefent by the 
people of Barbary. 

RcMta. The early periods of this extenfive country are in- 

£rbi«r ■'olved in the greateft obfcurity j nor was any light 
thrown upon their hiftory till the arrival of the Car- 
thaginians. Thefe merchants, originally of Phoeni- 
cian extraction, about a hundred and thirty-feven 
years before the foundation of Rome, built a city, the 
territory of which, at firft very Umited, in procefs of 
time extended to all that country known by the name 
of the kingdom of Tunis, and afterwards much fur- 
ther. Spain, and the greateft part of the iflands in 
the Mediterranean, fell under its dominion. Many 
other kingdoms muft apparently have ferved to ag- 
grandize this enormous power, when her ambitious 
yiews interfered with thofe of Rome. At the time of 
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this dreadful collifion, a war between thefe two na- book 
tions was inllantly kindled, and carried on with fuch . ^' . 
obftinacy and fury, that it was eafy to forefee it would ' 
not tenninate but in the utter deftru<^ion of the one 
or the other. Rome, which was now in the height 
of its republican and patriotic principles, after many 
ftubbom ebgagements, in which the greateft milita- 
ry fk^l was difpiayed, obtained a decifive fuperiority 
over that which was corrupted by its riches. The 
commercial people became the flaves of the warlike 
power. 

The conquerors maintaineil themfelres in the pof* 
feflion of their conquefts, till about the middle of the 
fifth century. The Vandals, then hurried on by 
their original impetuofity beyond the limits of Spain, 
of which they were mailers, pafled the Pillars of Her- 
cules, and, hkc an inundation, diffiifed themfelres 
over the country of Lybia. Thefe conquerors would 
certainly hare preferred the advantages they had ac« 
quired by their irruptions, bad they kept up that mill- 
tary fpirit which their king Genferic had infpired 
them with. But with this barbarian, who was not 
deftitute of genius, thia fpint became extindl ; mill* 
tary difcipline was relaxed, and the government, 
which refted only on this bafis, was overthrown. Be- 
lifarius furprifed thefe people in. this confufion, eztir* 
pated them, and re-eilablifhed the empire in its an* 
cient privileges. But this revolution was only mo- 
mentary. Great men, who can form aod bring U> 
maturity a rifiag nauou, cannot impart youth and vi* 
gour to an ancient and decayed people. 

This is accounted for from a variety of reafoos, aQ 
of them equally ftriking. The founder of an empire 
addrefles himfelf to an inexperienced man, who is 
fenlible of his misfortune, and difpofed, by the coo* 
tinuance of it, to docility. He hath only to difplay 
the appearance of, and the cfaara^r of benevolence; 
to be attended to-, obeyed, and cheriflied. Daily ex* 
perience adds to the perfonal confidence he infpirea. 
and gives influence ta his coun&l. The (ujfematj 
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■ o o Kof his judgment is foon neceflarily a'cknowledgfed/ 
. ^^ ^ His precepts of virtue muft ever acquire a greater de-* 
gree of force, in proportion to the fimplicity of his 
difcipline. It is not difficult for him to depreciate 
vice, of which the guilty perfon is the firft viftira. He 
attacks openly fuch prejudices only as he expefts to 
eradicate. He trufts to time for the fubverfioo of the 
reft ; and the fuccefs of his projeds is enfured by the 
impoffibiUty of difcovering their tendency. His po-* 
licy fuggefts to his imagination a variety of meafures, 
calculated to excite aftonifhment and to procure him 
veneration. He then gives his orders, and his com-- 
jnands are occafionly fandified by the authority of 
Heaven. He is high-prieft and legiflator during his 
life, and at his death altars are ereded to him ; he is 
, invoked ; he is a god. The fituation of the reftorer 
of a corrupted nation is very different. He is an 
architeft, who propofes to build upon a fpace covered 
with ruins ; he is a phyfician, who attempts to cure a 
inorti6ed carcafe j he is a wife man, who preaches 
reformation to a hardened people. He can ezped 
nothing but hatred and perfecution from the prefent, 
and will not live to fee the future generation. He 
will reap few advantages, with a great deal of labour, 
during his life, and will obtain nothing but fruitlefs 
regret after his death. A nation is only regenerated 
in a fea of blood. It is the image of old Efon, whofe 
youth Medea could renew by no other mode, except 
that of cutring him to pieces and boiling him. It is 
not in the power of one man to raife a fallen nation. 
It appears that this muft be the refult of a long feries 
of revolutions. The man of genius doth not live long 
enough, and leaves no fucceflbrs. 

In the fel'enth century, the Saracens, formidable in 
their inftitutions and their fuccefs, armed with the 
fword and with the Koran, obliged the Romans, 
weakened by their diviCons, to repafs the feas, and 
augmented with the acceffion of the northern part of 
Africa, that vaft dominion Mohammed had. juft found- 
ed with fo much glory. The lieutenants of the Ca- 
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liljhs afterwards deprived their mailers of thefe rich boo* 
. fpoils, and erefted the provinces intrufted to their. _ ',,,f 
care into independent flates. 

This diviiion, with refpeA to ftrength and power, 
infpired the Turks with the ambition of making them- 
felves mailers of this territory. Their fuccels was per- 
haps more rapid than they had expeded ; but a new 
revolution foon reduced thefe contiderable conquefts 
to very trifling advantages. 

The Pachas, or Viceroys, intrufted with the care 
of the conque red-countries, carried along with them 
that fpffk of rapine, of which their nation had left 
fuch indelible traces. They were not the people 
alone who were expofed to perpetual pillage ; the op> 
preflton was alfo extended to the troops, although 
they were all Ottoman. Thefe foldiers, who were 
more inclined to commit ads of injuftice than to put 
up with them, reprefented to the Port, that the Moors 
and Arabs, irritated by repeated aits of tyranny, 
were ripe for a rebellion ; that Spain, on her part, 
was preparing for an immediate invafion ; and that 
the army, being incomplete and ill paid, had it nei- 
ther in their inclination nor in their power to prevent 
thefe troublefome events. There was' but one effec- 
tual method difcovered to efcape To many calamities ; 
this was the founding of a particular government, 
which, under the protection of the feragbo, and pay- 
ing a tribute to it, would itfelf provide for its main- 
tenance and for its defence. Algiers, Tunis, and 
Tripoli, were put under a fimilar legiflation, which is 
a fpccies of ariftocracy. The chief, who, under the 
title of Dey, governs the republic, is elected by the 
foldiers, who are always Turkiih, and conltituce the 
only nobility of the country. Thefe elections are fel- 
dom made without bloodlhed ; and it is no unufual 
thing for a man, who hath been elected in the midft 
of riot and flaughter, to be afterwards allaflinated by 
a reftlefs faiftion, who defign either td feeure that di- 
ftinftion for themfelves, or to fell it for their advance- 
lAent. The empire of Morocco, though hereditary, 
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% o o E is fubjedled to the fame rerolutions. We are going 
. ^'' . to fee to what ftate of degradation this,ahaichy hath . 

reduced a great part of the globe. 
^^^ The ftate of Tripoli a bounded by Egypt «i one 
ofTripoii fide, and by Tonis on the other, and extends two 
haodred and thirty leagues along the coaft. Though 
the territory be not very fertile, yet the population 
might be eafily increafed ten fold, becaufe the abun- 
dance of fifh might fupply the deficiency of crops, 
and thefe might aUb be improved by additional la- 
bour. The inland part of the country is nothing but 
a defert. We meet only, at a diftance freoi each 
other, fome Moorifli and Arabian femihes, fettled in 
the few places where they difcovered land enough to 
fumifh them with a moderate fubfillence. At thirty 
days journey from the capital, is fitoated the mifer- 
able and tributary kingdom of Fez, the inhabitants of 
which are black. The little intercourfe the countries 
, maintain with each other, can only be kept up through 

dry and moveable iands, where water is feldom to be 
Jnet with. The republic may enjoy a revenue of 
2,ooopoo livres BS3>333l- ^- ^^■}* ^°^ ^^^ palm- 
trees, the wells that arc in the country, the cuftoms, 
and the mint. 

The caravans of tbe Gadaniies, and of Tombuto, 
formerly carried a great deal of gold to Tripoli ; but 
they have not lately been fo rich or fo conftant. The 
caravan of Morocco ftill continues to call there in its 
way to and from Mecca, that place which is fo much 
revered by tbe MufiTolmen ; but, as the number of 
pilgrims hath evidently decreafed, this paflage is no 
longer fo ufefut. For thefe reafons, the trade which 
is carried on by land is reduced to nothing, or to very 
little. 

That which is carried on by fea is rather more con-- 
fiderable. The navigators of tlu: Levant fometimes take 
in their cargoes from ibme of tbe indifferent harbouia 
' Scattered along that immenfe coaft, but moft of them 
make their purcbafes and fales in the harbour of the 
capital, which is much better than the re^ and ii% 
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Which are coUeded all the foreign merchandife, as b o o k 
well as thofe of the country. Although thefe opera- . ^'' . 
tions be not very important, yet the connections of 
the republic with Europe are ftill more inlignificant. 

No people, except the Tufcans and Venetian*, 
maintain any conflant intercourfe with Tripoli; and 
yet the mercantile articles of the former are not fold 
for more than 140,000 livres [5833!. 6s. 8d.], and 
thofe of the latter do not amount to 200,000 livres 
[8333I. 6s, Sd.]. The former have remained fubjeft 
to all the formalities of the culloms ; the fecond have 
freed themfelves from them, by paying annually 
55,500 livres [23131. los.] to the trcafury. The ' 
French have difdained to have any fhare in this bar- 
gain, though their fovereign hath not difcontinued to 
fend an agent to Tripoli. 

Of all the Barbary ftates, Tripoli was for a long time 
the one which had the moft numerous and the beft arm- 
ed privateers. They, always failed from the capital, 
which bears the fame namie as the kingdom. 

This town, which hath long been fufpefted of being 
the ancient Orea, on account of its magnificent ruins, 
and of a beautiful aqueduA in great prcfervation, 
and which rouft at leaft have been a Greek or Ro- 
ma.t\ colony, is fituated on the borders of the fea, in 
a plain which only produces dates, and where neither 
fprings nor rivers are to be found. It was one of the . 
firft polls occupied by the Arabians, who entered into 
Lybia through Egypt. The Spaniards took it in 1510, 
and eighteen years after, it was given by the Em- 
peror Charles V. to the Knights of Malta, in whofc 
hands it remained only till the year 1551. It hath 
fince been twice bombarded by the French; but the 
boldnefs of thefe pirates hath not been in the leaft 
reftrained by thefe chaftifements. The decline, and 
fubfequent ruin of its maritime forces, have been en- 
tirely brought about by the civil commotions by which 
this unfortunate country hath been fiicelTantly fub- 
vertcd. 
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BOOK Tunis hath Hkewife neglefled its military navf, 

. ^'' . fince the time that the regency hath concluded trea- 

prc-f=nt ties with the northern powers, and fince Goriica hath 

^1'';^^^°°"' fuMen under the dominion of the French. It was 

found that the value of the prizes was hardly fuffi- 

. cient to reimburfe the expences of fitting out, and 

fcarce any other veflels have been preferred, except 

fuch as were thought neceflary to proteA the coafts 

, ■ from the invafions of the Maltefc. 

The land forces have experienced no diminution. 
■ five or fix thoufand Turks, or Chriftian renegadoes, 
conftitute the firmeft fupport of the republic. 

Their children, under the name of Coulons, form 
a fecond troop ; they are put upon pay as foon as 
they are born, and the firft payment they receive is 
two afpres, or one fol [about a halfpenny.] Thisincreaf- 
es with their age, and with their rank, as far as twenty- 
Bine afpres, or fourteen fols fix deniers [rather more 
than 8d.] ; and it is reduced to half that fum, when 
thefe foldiers are obliged by their infirmities, or by 
the wounds they have received, to retire. 

The cavalry of the ftate confifts of feven thoufand 
Moors ; their pay is very trifling, and, moft frequent- " 
iy, given to them in provifions. Their mart coaimoa 
occupation is to collet the duties impofed upon the 
Arabs. 

Thefe troops are all armed with firelocks without 
bayonets, and with two piftols at their girdle. Befide 
thefe, the Turks have a dagger, and the Moors a fti- 
letto. In all of them, courage and impetuofity muft 
both fupply the deficiency of regular manceuvres and 
difcipline. 

No country in the northern part of Africa hath 
fo confiderabte a revenue as Tunis. It confifts of 
18,000,000 of livres [750,0001.]. This profperity, 
which is entirely of a very modem date, hath been 
the confequence of a very fortunate revolution in the 
roTernment. The Dey, who, in conjundion with 
JUS Turks, held the reins of government, hath beecu 
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depri7ed of the greatefl part of his authority, anij book 
hath been fucceeded bya Moorifh prince, who, un- . ^ ■ 
der the title of Bey, at prefent conduds the, affairs 
of goYernmerit, and is affifted by a more wife and 
more moderate council. OppreiBons have, -in fdme 
degree, been alleviated ; the foil hath' been lefs iU-r 
, cultivated, and the manufactures have acijuired Ibme 
extenlion. It was fcarce poflible that the coaneftiona 
with the inland parts of Africa could increafe ; they 
will always be confined to the barter of a fmall num-: 
ber of articles, £ot gold diift, Conveyed acrofs immenfe 
fands and deferts : but the maritime connei2ions have 
been extended;' The Levant hath received a greater 
quantity of productions, and the trade with Europe 
hath Ukewife improTcd, 

Though England, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, • 
Venice, .Ragufa;, and fometimes Tufcany, fend con- 
fuls to Tunis, the trade carried on with thofe nations 
is very trifling; and, indeed, the Englilh have no 
concern in it. They only keep an agent there for 
the greater fecilrity of their flag in the Mediterra- 
nean, and to procure an additional mart' to the in- 
habitants of Minorca. . The French carry off the 
greatefl part of the trade from their united rivals j 
and yet they do riot introduce goods annually into 
the dominions of the republic, to the amount of more 
than 3,ooo,ooD of livres. [83,3331. 6s. 8d.]. To the 
profit which thefe people derive from their exports 
and importSi which become every day more Oonfider- 
tible, mufl be added, the benefits which accrue to - - 
their navigators,, by eihploying their veflels to carry 
the prorifioqs of the republic to every fca-port of the 
Levant, and by bringing back what the tepubUc te- 
ceives from thofe places for its fubfiftence. Every 
prie of the nilmeroiis veflels employed in this coafting 
trade, pays thirty-one livres ten fols [il. 63. 3d.] foe 
the privilege of anchoring, ahd an equal fum when 
they land their cargoes. 

Every commodity that enters the ftate is not obliged 
to pay more than three per c6nt. if it comes diredly 
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BOOK from the countrj which furnifhes it. But the pro 
. ^'- ductions of the north, or of other parts, which have 
been depofited at Leghorn, pay eight per cent, as 
well as thofe which come immediately from that ce- 
lebrated port, and even eievea per cent, when di- 
rected to Jews. Formerly government had kept in 
their own hands the'exclufive trade of the oils, which 
are required by foirie parts of Europe for their foap 
manufactories, and by Egypt, Algiers, and Tripoli, 
for other purpofes ; they have given up this mono- 
poly ; but this facrifice hath been purchafed by very 
confiderable duties. 

Though Tunis hath concentrated within its own' 
wells a great part of the trade, the other harbours of 
the republic, fcattered along a coa^ of fourfcore 
' leagues in extent, receive iikewife fome veffels. 

The one which is the neareft to Tripoli, is called 
Sfax. It hath a clayini bottom, and hath fo little 
, water, that the fmalleft veffels are obliged to anchor 
at a diilance, and to fatigue their crews to escefs, or 
to ruin themfelves in expences for boats. The foil 
doth not produce any provifions proper for exporta- 
.tion, but fome important manufadures have been form- 
ed in the town, which is moftly inhabited by Arabs. 

The harbour of Sufa is defended by three caflles, ' 
even the moft modern of which is falling into ruin, 
though it be not yet finifhed. This harbour is very 
unfafe, the fh^>s in it being conAantly agitated by 
the eaft and by the noith-weft winds, which fome- 
times occafion the lofs of thofe that have not had 
time to flielter themfelves in the bay of Monofter. 
Notwithftanding this inconvenience, this city is the 
fecond in the republic ; and this is owing to the abun- 
dance of its oils and of its wool. 

Tunis is lituated in the midft of infedious morafies, 
at the foot, or upon the declivity of a hill. Though 
the air be not pure, and though the waters be fo bad, 
that the inhabitants are obliged to go two or three 
miles before they can find any that is fit to drink, 
yet one hundred and fifty thoufand of the leall bar- 
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Imrous people of Africa are colle^led within its walls, book 
This town hath a communication with the fea, by . ^'' , . 
means of a lake, which can admit none but very flat 
boats, that are called Saadalr. At the extremity of 
this lake is found a narrow canal leading to the Gou- 
lette, which mull be conlidered as the harbour of the 
capital. This harbour is immenfe, fafe, and moft 
uncommonly even in its bottom and on its furfiice : 
. it is only open to the nor^-eaft winds, and is clofed 
by two chains of mountains, which are terminated 
on the north by Cape Bona and by Cape Zebib. 

Biferta was very famous at the time that the re- 
public kept up a great number of galleys; it was 
from that port they were fitted out, and they brought 
back to it the profits they reaped from their perpe- 
tual piracies. The canal which led from the har- 
bour to the town hath been gradually 611ed up with 
mud, and it is at prefent acceflible to no other veflels 
than Sandals ; even merchantmen can no longer en- 
ter it, and are obhged to call anchor rather in a dan- 
gerous fituation. 

Port-Farine, lituated on the ruins, or in the neigh- 
bourhood of the ancient Utica, was formerly one of 
the moft extenfive, fafe, and commodious harbours 
of the Mediterranean, and would fttll be fo under - 
any other government except that of the Moors. It 
is defended by four forts, and clofed by a narrow 
pafs, which at this time is fcarce accelTible to the 
fmalleft veffels, ^nd if it be ftill neglected, will be 
quite filled up in a Ihort time, by the fands conti- 
nually thrown in by the fca. It is, however, thear- 
fenal, and the only afylum for the naval military 
forces, which are at prefent reduced to three half- 
galleys and five xsbecs. The place where Carthage 
formerly ftood, is a few miles diftant from this town; 
there are no other remains of this renowned city, be- 
fide the ruins of a great aqueduiS, and fome ciftems 
in tolerable prefervation. The traces even of its har- 
bour are fo much effaced, that the fea is at the di- 
ftance of a league from it. 

B iij 
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BOOK, The ifland of Galite is iituated almoft at the mouth 
. ^ . of the Zaine, which feparates Tunis from Algiers! 
This illand is covered with flocks, and more efpecial- 
ly with mules, which arc in great requeft throughout 
the whole of the Levant. Its numerous inhabitants 
are all weavers of wool, or employed iii gathering 
fponge. Not &LT from this ifland is that' of Tabarco, 
which the family of the Lomellini had been in pof- 
feflion of for two centuries, when they were deprived 
of it in 1741. The Gcnoefe drew from this barren 
rock a great quantity of very- fine coraL 
Prtfrni To the weft of Tunis is the republic of Algiers, the 

?|J^'j°^'^^ inland parts of which are bounded by the defert of 
' Sahara, as are all the interior parts in Barbary; they 
are more estenfive, more populous, and better cul- 
tivated than is generally fuppofed. ' There are not 
many towns in them, and moft of thefe are built upon 
the coafts, the extent of which is one hundred and 
twenty leagues. 

The public revenue is not proportionate to the 
number of inhabitants and to the quantity of pro- 
dudtions. The duties are commonly loft in the hands 
of diftioneft perfons who are appointed to colled them. 
The three Beys, or governors of the eaft, of the fouth, 
and of the weft, do not deliver into the treafury more 
than 1,250,000 livres [52,oii3l. 6s. 8d.], and give on- 
ly 117,000 livres [4875I.] to the troops ; whatevei; 
more is required for the expences of the ftate, is fup- 
plied by the cuftoms, by the domain, by the annual 
levies in provifions, and in cattle, by the more pre- 
carious profit arifing from prizes taken at fea, and 
from the fale of flaves. 

The principal militia of the country confifts entire- 
ly of Turks ; their number ought to be twelve thou- 
fand, but they are never complete. The Dey, his 
lieutenants, and the members of the divan, are cho~ 
fen out of this powerful body. 

The defcendants of thefe privileged men are call- 
ed Couloris ; their number, is fixty thoufand, they 
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are all in the fervice of the regency, and paid in tie book 
fame manner as at Tunis. . ^'' , 

The cavalry, which conlifls of about twenty thou- 
fand men, is compofed entirely of Moors ; whether 
they make war againfl the Arabs, or are employed 
by government foe the defence of the provinces, or 
in colledling the taxes, their pay is very trifling. 

Befide this numerous army, which is always kept 
upi the government can difpofe at pleafure of the 
Moors who dwell in the plains, or among the moun- 
tains, if they ihould be in want of them ; they all of 
them join their ftandards without reluctance, and at- 
tack the enemy with great intrepidity. 

The naval forces are not near To numerous as thofe 
of the land ; at prefent they are reduced to feven- 
teen veffels ; one fbip of fifty guns, two frigates of 
forty- two and thirty -four guns, five large barks, two 
jtebecs, four half-galleys, and three galliots ; feveral 
of thefe velTels, which are all deftined for piracy, be- 
long to the (late, others to the officers of the regency, 
and fome even to private individuals. Every pro- 
prietor bears the expence of his armament, and di- 
vides the profits with the treafury and with the crew. 
The S)ey commonly requires the prizes which con- 
fift -of timber for fhip-building, and of military ftores. 
He ought to pay the value of them, but the indem- 
nity is never proportioned to the facrifice. 

The navigators, to whom the ports of Algiers are 
opened, can land in fevcn or eight places. 

The port of Callaa, at a fmall diftance from the 
frontiers of Tunis, is tolerably good, but it cannot 
hold more than five or fix fbips. Tbofe that are ad- 
mitted into it are all French : fome individuals of 
that nation have obtained, ever iincc the year 1560, 
from the Moorifli prince who governed the diftrift at 
that rime, the liberty of forming a fettlement to car- 
■ ry on the coral filhery. They were driven away eight 
years after by the Turks, and re-e(iabliflied in 1597, 
but they were again expelled : they were recalled 
in 1637, and pennitted ^o rebuild a fmall fprrific^- 
Biiij 
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BOOK tion formerly ereded there, under the name of the 
. ^'' . Baftion of France. Being foon difgufted with fo in- 
convenient a fituation, the perfons concerned tranf- 
ferred their fettlement to Cha]e, which the Engliih 
had been compelled to abandon ; they themfelves 
were expelled foon after, and they were not allowed 
to return to their pod, till after the bombardment of 
Algiers, executed in 1682 and 1684, by command 
of Lewis XIV. 

In 1694, a more powerful afTociation than any of 
the preceding obtained the exclufive trade upon a 
confiderable extent of coaft, by a treaty which hath 
often been renewed, and which will in all probabili- 
ty be maintained, becaufe the conditions of it are fa- 
vourable to the militia, to whom the tribute upon 
which it is founded belongs. Several companies have 
fucceffively- excercifed this monopoly with more or 
lefs advantage. Since 1741, it is in the hands of a 
company, which hath formed at Marfcilles a capital 
of 1,200,000 livres [50,0301.], divided into twelve 
hnndred fhares, three hundred of which belong to 
the chamber of commerce of this celebrated city. 

The firft tranfaftions of the fociety were unfor- 
tunate. The depredations made by pirates and by 
the natives, by the competition of fmugglers, and by 
a corrupt adminiftration, reduced their capital, in 
1766, to 570,000 livres [23,750!.] j fiiice that periAd, 
their affairs have been fo proiperous, that in the lat- 
ter part of December 1773, they were in pofleffion of 
4,512,445 livres 3 fols 4 deniers [about 188,018]. 
IIS.], befide the doubtful debts, the value of their 
buildings, and fome merchandife which remained un- 
fold in the warehoufes. 

' Their exports are trifling, and it is chiefly with 
money that they purchafe coral, wax, wool, tallow, 
hides, and efpecially corn. In 1773, they brought 
into the kingdom eighty-four thoufand three hundred 
and fix loads of wheat, and fixteen thoufand one hun- 
dred and feventy-three loads of barley, beans, and 
millet feed. One hundred, or one hundred and twen- 
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ty veflels, the fitting out of which coils about one book 
hundred thoufand crowns [12,500!.], are annually . ^^ , 
employed in this bufinefs. 

Though the company hath agents at Bona ^nd at 
Callaa, all the tranfaftions are carried on at the lalt 
place. They are even permitted to have a few bat- 
teries and feme foldiers in this fortified factory, in or- 
der to fecure themfelves from the plunders ot" the pi- 
rates and from the infults of the neighbouring Moors. 
The court of Verfailles hath been often cenfured, 
-for having fliackjed thefe connections in the bonds of 
a monopoly. It hath not been obferved, that it was 
neceflary to enfure the fubfiftence of Provence ; and 
there was no other method of doing this, becaufe the 
exportation of corn from the ftates of Barbary is fel- 
dom permitted. 

Bona appears to have been the ancient Hippona. 
A few beautiful ruins are djfcovered amidft the bold- 
nefs of the Moorifh tafte. It would be an eafy mat- 
ter to make a commodious harbour to the town, as it 
hath already an exceeding good- road. This new afy- 
lum would be fufBciently protedted by the works 
which have exifted for a long while, under the name 
of the Fort of Genoa. 

Bugia is a tolerably large llaple for oil, and for the 
waz, which is found in the neighbouring plains ; and 
efpecially for iron, which is brought from more di- 
itant mountains, that abound in mines. Though its 
harbour be too much expofed to the north winds, the 
fquadrons of the republic ufed to anchor in it, before , 
they were deftroyed there by the Englilh in the laft: 
century. 

The antiquities which are found in Tedelez prove 
that it was formerly a confiderable place. The vefti- 
ges of a great pier are even difcemed upon the ftiore, 
which probably advanced into the fea, and formed a 
port to the town.- It is at prefent a very indifferent 
harbour, where fhips which go to take in their lading 
are too often deftroyed. 
■ Algiers, the capital of the ftate, forms an amphi- 
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BOOR theatre, upon the decllTity of a hill, which is crown* 
XI. ed by the citadel. Its territory is well cultivated by 
' ' ' ' flaves, and is covered with wheat, rice, hemp, fruits, 
vegetables, and even with vines, planted by the 
Moors who were expelled from Grenada. The enter- 
ing into, and the going out of the port, are very dif- 
ficult; it is exceedingly narrow, -and doth not con- 
tain fufficient water to hold men of war: and in 
ftormy weather even the merchantmen are not fafe ; 
they often run foul of each other, and are fometimes 
ihattered, when the north or north-eaft winds blow 
with violence. The harbour forms a femicircle ; it 
hath a good botom ; but as it is expofed to the fame 
winds as the port, the Ihtps are in equal danger in the 
ftormy feafons. 

Ser«elli is five or fix leagues diftant from 'Algiers. 
This town hath a creek, or fmall hay, where feveral 
veflels caft anchor. Its fpil Js very low, its ftiore beau- 
tiful, and it is the part of the coall the moft favour- 
able for a defcent. 

Arfew, the environs of which are delightful, mull 
be the Arfenaria of the ancients. Some tolerably 
fine remains of feveral monuments are found in it. 
Its port is fafe, commodious, and well frequented. A 
harbour might be formed in it, at a trifling expence, 
capable of receiving the largefl ihips. This is the 
Moorifli town nearefl to Oran, which the Spaniard.^ 
took poflefiion of in 1509 ; which was taken from 
them in 170S} and which they retook in 1732, and 
have kept ever fince. 

The numbers of European fhips which land annu- 
ally at the ftates of Algiers, vary according to cir- 
• cumftances ; but they are never confiderable ; the 

raoft plentiful harveft doth not attrad above one hun- 
dred, A French veiTel, whether great or fmall, lad- 
en or empty, pays for its anchorage 143 livres 8 fols 
(51. 19s. 6d.3; and this tax is ftill higher for other 
nations. They ought all, without diftin£lion, to pay 
three per cent, for all the merchandife they bring in ; 
but this dMly is reduced to two per pent. ,by thJ? ar- 
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rangemeots made with the farmers of the cuftoms. book 
The provjfions that are exported from the country are ■ ^'' , . 
fubjet^ed to no tax, becaufe government are the only 
dealers in thera. 

Though the Englilh, the Danes, the Dutch, the 
Swedes, and the Venetians, are perfei^ly free in the 
ports of Algiers, they nevertheleis carry on no great ' 
trade there. Three fourths of the trade are fallen 
into the hands of the French ; and yet their annual 
fales do not amount to more 200,000 livres [8333I. 
6s. 8d.], nor their purchafes to above 600,000 fivreg 
[15,000!.}. Two thoufand fix hundred and fifty quin- 
tals of wool, five thoufand of oil, fixteen thoufand of 
wheat, and thirty thoufand hides, are the amount of 
all their exports. The tranlaftions of the African 
Company are not included in thefe calculations. 

Morocco hath been as often and as dreadfully fub- ^*^ 
verted as the reft of the northern c'oafts of Africa ; hoiocm. 
but hath not fubmitted to the Turkifh yoke. Even 
thofe provinces which had been difmembered from it, 
under the name of Fez, of Sus, and of Tafilet, have 
been fucceffively united to the empire. , One fingl^ 
dcfpot governs this immenfe country, according to 
his caprices, which are almoft always extravagant or 
fanguinary. The deftruAive authority which he hath 
been fuffered to ufurp, is perpetuated without any 
other regular troops, except a feeble guard of timid 
negroes. It is only with fome of thefe fiaves, whom 
he choofes occafionally to afferable under his banners, 
that he makes war. His maritime forces are fcarce 
more formidable. They confift of three frigates, two 
half-galleys, three xebecs, and fifteen galliots. Pi- 
racy hath been hitherto their only occupation. It 
might be expeded that thefe depredations would foon 
be put an end to, if it were reafonable to rely upon 
the faith of a tyrant, or to hope that his fucceflbrs 
would at laft adopt ibme more humane fentiments. 
The public revenue muft be very trifling, in a region 
which is for ever ruined by vexations and maflacre^. 
The expcnces, however, are ftill lefs. Whatever can 
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B o o Kbe fpared is added to increafe an immenfe treafure, 
. anciently formed out of the fpoils of Spain, and al- 

ways augmerited by a long feries of fovereigns, more 
or lefs cruel, who looked upon money as the only 
good, and thought nothing of the happinefs of their 
fubjedls. 

This ardent thirft of wealth hath defcended from 
the throne to individuals. A caravan fets out annu- 
ally from the town of Morocco, which was the capi- 
tal of the ftate, before Mequinez was preferred by 
the fovereigns. This caravan, which goes in fearch 
of gold from Upper Guinea, muft have travelled over 
a fpace of five hundred leagues before its arrival in 
in the kingdom, two hundred in the empire itfelf, two 
hundred in the defert of Sahara, and one hundred af- 
ter having quitted it. In the midfl: of the defert, fur- 
rounded with barren and accumulated fands, where 
it is not polfible to travel but in the night, where the 
march muft neceflarily be flow, where one muft be 
guided by a compafs, and by obferving the ftars, in 
the fame manner as on the ocean; in this defert nature 
hath placed a lefs favage diftri^t, abounding in fpringi 
and'in fait mines. The camels are laden with this 
neceffary foffil, and it is carried to Tombuto, where 
gold is received in exchange. 

This precious metal, when arrived at Morocco, is 
very feldom circulated there. It is buried, as in all 
governments where the fortunes of individuals are 
not fecure. A fimilar deftiny attends the money which 
is introduced by the Europeans in the empire, in the 
nine harbours which are always open to them. 

Tetuan is the neareft port to the ftate of Algiers. 
It is fafe, unlefs the eafterly winds blow with violence, 
which feldom happens. The river of Bourfega, which 
empties itfelf into it, ferves for an afylum to fome 
pirates during the winter. The garrifon of Gibraltar 
formerly fent to purchafe there the cattle, fruit, and 
vegetables, neceffary for its confumption ; but this 
connedion hath ceafed, fince the fovereign of the 
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cpiuntrj hath required that the Englifh conful ihould book 
refide at Tangier. . ^'• ,, , 

This town, conquered by Portugal in 1471, was '" 
pven to the Englilh in 1662. Thefe forfook it, after 
keeping it two-aud-twenty years. When they re- 
tired, they blew up a pier, which they had confl:rui£l.i 
ed for the fecurity of the largeft ftiips. The ruins of 
this beautiful work haTc rendered the approach of, 
_ the bay very difficult. Accordingly, it would be of 
no importance, if the mouth. of the river, which is 
difcovered at the end, did not afford a Ihelter to moil 
of the galliots of the empire. Tangier hath fucceed-** 
ed Tetuan in fupplying Gibraltar with provifions. 
The communication between thefe two Moorifli towns 
is interrupted by the fortrefs of Ceuta, which is part- 
ed from Spain, to which it belongs, only by a ftrait 
of five leagues. 

Arrach is the natural vent for the produdions of 
Afgar, one of the largeft and the moft fertile pro- 
vinces of the empire. This advantage, a fortunate 
pofition, and the goodnefs of its port, muft fot)ner or 
later impart to it fome degree of aftivity. At prefent 
it is inhabited only by ibldiers. Since the expedition 
which the French attempted againfl: it in 1765, the 
'fortifications raifed by the Spaniards, when they were 
mafters of the place, have been reftored. 

Sallee was, not long ago, almoft an independent 
republic, under a chief eledled by it&lf. Its fituation,. 
in the midft of the country fubjed to Morocco, ena- 
bled it to coUeifi a great ntany provifions. Its inhabi- 
tants were at once both merchants and pirates. They 
iiave almoft ceafed to exercife either of thefe pro- 
feffions, after having been fubdued, and fpoiled of 
their riches by the prefent monarch, at the time that 
his father was upon the throne. A fand-bank, which 
feems to be perpetually increafing, prevents all Ihips 
from entering the river, except thofe which do not 
carry more than fix or feven feet of water ; but the 
harbour is fafe from the end of April till the end of 
September. 
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■ o o K Muley Meheraet was defirous of building a com* 
• . mercial town in the peninfula of Fedale, and moft of 
the buildings were begun. A harbour, which is fafe 
in all feafons, though the fea be conftantlj agitatedj 
had fuggelled this idea to him. He hath given it up, 
fince he hath been made to underftand that the ex- 
pence would be thrown away, upon a coaft which 
was accelBble almoft in all parts. 

In 1769, the Portuguefe forfook Mazagan, after 

having dellroyed the works. Since this period, the 

place is almoJi deferted. Its harbour is . convenient 

«4n fummer for fmall veflels ; but even in that feafon 

the men of war are obliged to anchor at a diflahce. 

Saffi bath a large harbour, which is very fafe part. 
of the year, but too much expofed in winter to the 
violence of the fouth and fouth-eaft winds. Its fitua- 
tion, in the midft of a fertile, rich, and populous 
country, had rendered this great town almoft the ge- 
neral market of the produdions of the empire. It 
hath been lately ftripped of this advantage by Mo- 
gador, which is built on the moft weftern part of 
Africa. 

The port of this new ftaple is only a canal formed 
by an ifland, at the diftance of five hundred toifes 
from the land. One may fall in and out of it with' 
every wind ; but it hath not fuiEcient depth to har- 
bour large Ihips, and the anchorage is not fafe in bad 
weather. No man of war can anchor on the coaft; 
on account of the great rapidity of the currents. 
Though the territory furrotinding this place be not 
very fit for cultivation, the caprice of the defpot, who 
ftill governs che country, hath rendered it the moft 
important mart of his dominions, more confiderable 
even than all the others coUeftively. 

Santa Cruz, fituated in the kingdom of Sus, in the 
thirtieth degree of latitude, is the laft maritime place 
of the empire. Its harbour is convenient, and very 
fafe even for fliips of the line, but during fummer- 
only. It was formerly a tolerably great market, 
vbere the navigators found collei^ed together all the 
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produi^ions of an extenfive and well cultivated coun- g o o fi 
try, and where all the gold which Tarodant drew ^'' ^ 
from Tombuto was brought. The town was taken "~ ' 
out of the hands of the Portuguefe, and returned 
under the dominion of the Moors, without entirely 
loling its importance. An earthquake, which de- 
ftroyed part of it in 1731, was more fatal than this 
revolution. It might perhaps have recovered from 
this calamity, had not Muley Muhammet, in a fit o£ 
paffion, the caufe of which was never known, driven 
the inhabitants out of it fome years after, and fubfti- 
tuted to them a colony of Negroes. 

Morocco receives but few European veflels. Its 
ports are fhut againft feveral nations, and England, 
Holland, and Tufcany, who have fol-med treaties 
with that power, reap no great advantage from them. 
In order to give fome fpirit to this trade, which was 
perhaps too much negleded, a capital of 1,323,958 
livres 6 foU 6 deniers [about 55,164!. 1 8s. 8d.], was 
fonned at Copenhagen in 1755, which was divided 
into five hundred ibares, of 2647 livres 18 fols 4 de- 
niers each [about iiol. 6s. 8d.J. This afibciation waa 
to laft forty years; but, for what reafon is not known, 
it h^th not continued half the time. Though the 
conneflicMis of France with that empire have not fub- 
fifted beyond the year 1 767, the tranfaflions of this 
crown are of much more importance, and yet its an- 
nual fales do not exceed 400,000 livres [i6,6661. 139, 
4d.], nor its purchafes 1,200,000 livres [50,0001.]. 

Every thing that enters, or comes out of the ftates 
of Morocco, pays ten per cent. Each veffel is alfo 
obliged to deliver five hundred pounds of gunpowder, 
and ten bullets from ten to twelve inchea in diameter, 
or 577 fivres ten fols [24I. is. 3d.] in fpecie. The 
Spani(h coin is moft commonly add ; but all the 
others are admitted according to their weight and 
their denomination. 

. • The piifture that hath juft been traced of the coun- oiifin of 
tries of Barbary, muft have appeared very horrid. "" P^"*? 
ibe nate of defolation in which we have feen them upon the 
3 
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BOOK plunged, hath been the unavoidable confequence of 
^ ^'' . the propenfity of thefe people to piracy. This tafte, 
oflem which is very ancient in thefe regions, increafed con. 
Afri^"^ fiderably after they had fhaken off a foreign yoke. 
Mcaotof It became a paHion, upon occaOon of an event which 
Sop'u?* greatly increafed their maritirfie forces. 
n>eni. Spain, which, for feveral centuries, had been fub- 

je<fl to the difciples of the Koran, had, at laft, broken 
its ch^DS, and fubdued the Mohammedans in its turn. 
It was deArous of compelling them to turn Chrillians ; 
and its zeal was irritated by unfurmountable refiftance. 
Its blindnefs went fo far as to depopulate the ftate, 
in order to purge it of fufpicious fubjeits, and fu(;h 
as were of an inimical religifan. Moft of thefe exiles 
fought a refuge among the people of Barbary. Their 
new country was too ignorant of trade and induftry, 
to enable them to put forth their talents, and to avail 
themfelves of their riches. The fpirit of revenge 
made them pirates. At firil they contented themfelvea 
with ravaging the vaft and fertile plains of their op- 
prelfors. They furprifed, in their beds, the Jazy in- 
habitants of the rich countries of Valencia, Grenada, 
and Andalufia, and reduced them to flavery. But, 
at length, difdaining the fpoils they acquired upon a 
foil which they had formerly cultivated with their 
own hands, they conftruded large velTels, infulted 
' the flag of the other nations, and reduced the great- 
eft powers of Europe to the {hameful neceffity of 
fending them annual prefents, which, under what- 
ever denomination we may difguife them, are, in 
{&&, a tribute. Thefe pirates have been fometimes 
punifhed, fometimes ' humbled ; but their depreda- 
tions have never been totally fupprefled, although 
this might be done with the greateft eafe. 

The Arabs, wandering in the deferts ; the ancient 
inhabitants of the country, who cultivate the fields ; 
the Moors come out of Spain, moft of whom are fet- 
tled upon the coafts ; the Jews, who are defpifed, 
opprefled, and outraged : all the people, in a word, 
of that continent, deteft the yoke which opprefles 
4 
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them, and would not make th« leaft exertion to con- book 
tinue under it. . ^'- __^ 

No fineign fuccour would retard for a moment th^ *— »— * 
fall of this authority. The only power that might 
be fufpe^d of wilhiilg its preferTittion, the fultan of 
Conftantinople, is not fo highly gratified with the N 

vain title of protedor, which it confers on him, nor 
(o jealous of that of the chief of the religion which 
IB afcribed to him, to intereft himfelf warmly in in 
prcfervation. All endeavours to exCite the Turks to 
interfere, by fubmilfions, which particular circum- 
ftances might probably extort from thefe plunderers, 
would' certainly be ineffectual. Their intreaties would ^ 

not impart ftrength. For thefe two centuries pallj 
the Porte has no navy, and its military power is con- 
tinuaUy decaying. 

But to what people is referred the glory of break- 
ing thofe fetters which Africa isthus infenfibly pre- 
paring for us, and of removing thofe terrors, which 
are fo formidable to our navigators ? Mo nation cart 
attempt it alone ; and, perhaps, if it did, the jealouf/ 
of the reft would throw fecret obftacles in its way^ 
This muft, therefore, be the work of a general com-' 
bination. All the maritime powers muft concur iH 
the execution c^ a deftgn, in which all are equally 
interefted. Thefe ftates, which every thing invite* 
to mutual alliance, to mutual good- will, to mutual 
defence, ought to be weary of the calamities which ' 
they reciprocally bring upon each other. After hav- 
ing fo frequently united for their mutual deftraflioo, 
let them at length take u|» arms for their prcferva- 
tion. War, for once at leaft, will Chen become ufeful 
and juft. 

One may venture to aflert, that fu<:h & war WouTd 
be of no long continuance, iif it Were condud«d with 
Ikill and unanimity. Each member of the confede- 
racy, attacking at the fame time the enemy it had 
to reduce, would experience but a weak refiftance, 
or, perhaps, none. Perhaps, this nobleft and greateft 
of enterprifei would coft Europe kfs bl^od and ti*a- 
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BOOK Aire, than tbe moft trivial, of thofe quarrels with which 

, ^^ it is -continually agitated. 

' "^ No man would do the politicians who fhould form 
this plan the injultice to fuppofe, that they would 
confine their ambition to the filling up of roads, the 
demdiihing of forts, and the ravaging of coafis. 
iSuch narrow notions would be inconfiAent with the 
prefent improvementB of reafon. The countries fub- 
dued would remain to the conquerors, and each of 
the allies would acquire pofieflions proportionate to 
the affiftancc they had given to the common caufe. 
Thefe conquells would become fo much the more fe- 
cure, as the happinefs of the vanqutfhed would be 
the confequence of them. This race of pirates, thefe 
fea-monfters, would be changed into men by falutary 
laws and examples of humanity. The progrefs they 
would gradually make, by the knowledge we fliould 
impart to them, would, in time, difpel that fanaticifm 
which ignorance and mifery have kept up in their 
minds. They would ever recoiled, with gratitude, the 
memorable era which had brought us to their Ihores. 
We (hould no longer fee them leave a country un- 
cultivated, which was formerly fo fertile. Corn and 
various fruits would foon cover this immenfe track of 
land. Thefe produ^ions would be bartered for the - 
works of our induftry and of our manufactures. Eu- 
i ropean tradprs, fettled in Africa^ would become the 

^^ fadlors of this trade, which would prove of mutual 

advantage to both countries. A communication fo 
.natural, between oppofite coafts, and between people 
-who have a neceifary int«rcourfe with each, other, 
.Would, as it were, extend the Ijoundaries of the world. 
This new kind of conqueft which prefents itfelf to us, 
would amply compenfate for thofe which, during fo 
many centuries, have contributed to the dillrefs of 
mankind. 

The jealoufy of the great maritime powers, who 
ba.ve" obftinately rejeded all expedients to re-eftablilh 
tranquillity on our Teas, hath been the chief impedi- 
ment to fo important a revolution. The hope of 
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bhecking the induftry of every weak ftate, hath ac- b o o K 
cuftomed them to wifli that tfaefe piracies of Barbary ^^■ 
ihould continue, and hath even .induced them to en- ' " • " * 
courage thefe plunders. This is an enormity, the ig- 
nominy of which they would never have incurred, if 
their underllanding had equalled their mercenary 
views. All nations would certainly profit from this 
happy change ; but the greateft advantages would 
infallibly redound to the maritime ftates, in propor- 
tion to their power. Their fituation, the fafety of 
their navigation, the greatnefs of their capital, and 
various other means, would fecure them this fuperi- 
prity. They are conftantly complaining of the fhac- 
kles which national envy, the folly of reftraints and 
prohibitiohs, and the confined idea of exclufive traf- 
fic, have impofed upon their adivity. The people 
gradually become as much flrangers to one another, 
as they were in the barbarous ages. The void, which 
thiswantof comihunication necelTarilyoccafions would 
be filled up, if Africa were brought to have wants 
and refpurces to fatisfy them. The fpirit of commerce 
would have a new career opened to its exertion. 

Neverthelefs, if the redudion and fubje6Uon of 
■ Barbary would not become a fource of happinefs for * 
them as well as for ourfelves ; if we are refolved not 
to treat them as brethren ; if we wifli not to confi- 
der them as our friends ; if we muft keep up and 
perpetuate fla very and poverty among them; iffe- 
naticifm can ftiU renew thofe deteftable crufades, 
which philofophy, too late, hath configned to the in- 
dignation of ail ages; if Africa muft at length become 
the fcene of our cruelties, as Afia and America have 
been, and ftill are'; .may the projed which humanity 
hath now didated to us, for the good of our feUow- 
creatures, be buried iil perpetual oblivion ! Let us re- 
main in our ports. It is indifferent, whether they be 
Chriftians or MulTelmen who fuffer. Man is the only 
objed worthy to intereft man. 

Men ! you are all brethren. How long will you 
Sefer to acknowledge each other ? How long will it 
Cij 
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B o o K be Itefore 70a perceive that Nature, ^our commMt 
. ^- mother, OFffers nouriftiment equally to all her cMl- 
' dren ? Why mtA you ^ftroy each other ; mid -why 
muft the hand tbift fteAs you be contimially ftamed. 
wit* your blood ? The ads that would excite your 
alshorence in animals, you have been oonHnittinig al- 
moft ever (ince yoti exift. Are you apprehenfiTe of 
becoming too numerous ? And do you not think that 
you will be exterminated feft enough by peftilential 
difeafes, ty the inclemency erf" the elemeiits, by your 
labours, by your paffions, by your vices, by your pre- 
judices, by the weaknefe of your -organs, juid by the 
natural ftwrtnefs of your Ufe ? The wtfdem of the 
Being to whom you owe your esiftence hath prefcrib* 
ed Uraits to your population, and to that of all living 
creatures, which will never be 1»:oken through. Haw 
yeu not, in your wants, w^h are inceflantly renew- 
ed, a fufficient number of «nemies confpiring againft 
you, without entering into a league with them ? Man 
boafts of his fuperior excellence to all naEural b«ngs; 
and yet with a fpirit of ferocieufnefs, which 4s not 
obferved even in the race of tigers, man is the moft 
terrible Icourge of man. If Ins wifhes were to be 
accomplifhed, there wonld loon remain no more than 
one iingle being of the fame fpecies upon the whole 
face of the glofee. 
Cokarof This being, lb cruel and fo^wmpaffionate, fo odious 
?* '"'""( and (o interefting, unhappy in the northern part of 
the'wcft. Africa, -experiences a deftmy -infinitely mere dread- 
^ri^ °^ful in the weftem part of this vaft region. 
knewD by Upon this coaJl, which extends from the Strait 
if*cm^ of Gibraltar to the Cape of Good Hope, the inhalji- 
inquLry tants faavc all, beyond the Niger, an oblong head ; 
mft'if *^ lof^ large, flattened, and fpread ont ; thick lips ; 
tbiiphe. »nd Curled hair, like the wool of our flieep. They 
""""""' «re born white ; and the only "brown colour they at 
firft exhibit, is round the nails and the eyes, with a 
fraall fpot formed at ttie extremity of the genitals. 
Towards the eighth day after their birth the children 
liegia to change colour, their fldn ilarkens, and at 
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lautb gronrs bhck, bat of a dirt; iailaw, aod aJxaoH book 
livid bkck ; which, ia procels of tune, becoings glof- 1 -_ ,f 
fy asd fluning. 

. The fleik however, the b9n^ thevi£ceita> and 
all the interoal pacts, ^re of the fame colour ixi Ne- 
groes as ID white peo^. The lymph is equ^lty white 
aod limpid ; and the milk of the nutfes is evecf 
wh^if the ianne. 

The iQoft palpable difiereoce het^r^a tkemis, that 
the Negroes have the Jkin much hotter, aa<l, as it 
were, oily, the blood of a biaclfilh bue, the bik very 
deep coloured, the puUe quicker, a fweat . which 
yields a ftroog and difagreeable. fmeli, and a perfpir- 
atioD wluch often blackens the fubAance it coioes in 
cootad with. Qae of the ioconreniences of this 
black colour, |^e image of nighty which confounds 
aU objeds, is,, that it h%th, la fome meaCure^ot^ged 
th^fe peo[^e.tD fctir their face and bread, aiji^ to llaia 
their Ikin wit^ various colours, in order that the;^ 
may know each other at a difUace. There are fome 
tribes in which this pradice is uuivecial ; among 
others, it appears to be ^ difliniftiDn referred to fu- 
perior rank. But as we fee this cullwn eftablilhed 
amoof^ the people of Tartary, of Canada, and of 
other lavage nations, it may be doubted, whether it 
be not rathef, the eSed of their wandering way of 
life, than of their complexion. . 

This colour .proceeds ^oni a mucous fuhftance, 
;whicb forms a kind of network between the epider- 
mis and the fkin. This fuhftance, which is white in 
Europeans, brown in pet^le of an olive complexioii, 
and fprinkied oyer with reddifli fpots among light- 
haired or carotty people, is blackifh among the Ne^ 
groes. 

The defire of difcoveripg the caufes of this colour, 
hath given rife to a variety of fyftems. 

Theology, which hath taken pofleflion of the hu- 
man mind. by opinion ; which hath availed itfelfof 
the fiifl fears of infancy, to infpire rea&m with eter- 
nal appteheohoos ; which hath altered ever^ thing, 
Ciij 
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BOOK geography, aftronomy, philofophy, and hiftory ; whicit 
. ^' ■ hath introduced the maryellous and the myfterious in 
pvtiy thing, in order to arrogate to itfelf the right 
of explaining every thing : theology, after having 
made a race of men guilty and unfortunate from the 
fa\ilt of Adam, bath made a race of black men, in 
order to punifh the fratricide of his fon.' The Ne- 
groes are the defcendants of Cain. If their father 
was an alTallin, it mufl be allowed, that his pollerity, 
have made a fevere atonement for his crime ; and 
that the defcendants of the pacific Abel have tho- 
roughly avanged the innocent blood of their father. 
Reafon hath attempted to explain the colour of 
the Negroes, from confcquences deduced from the 
phenomena of chemiftry. According to fome natura- 
Ufts, it is a vitriolic fluid contained in the lymph of 
the Negroes, and being too grofs' to pafe through the 
pores of the flcin, it ferments and unites with the 
mucous body, which it colours. It is then urged, 
why is the hair curled, and why are the eyes and 
teeth of Negroes fo white? for the authors of this 
fyftem do not confidcr, that a vitriolic fait of fuch 
power and adivity would at length deftroy all orga- 
nization. This, however, is as perfefft in Nlgroes, 
as in the whiteft of the human race. 

Anatomy hath thought to have difcovered the ori- 
gin of the blacknefs of Negroes in the principles of 
generation. Nothing more, it fliould' feem, would 
be neceffary to prove, that Negroes arc a partitiulai 
fpecies of men. For if any thing difcriminates the 
fpecies, or the claffes in each fpecies, it is certainly 
the difference of the femen. But upon confidering 
the matter more attentively, this hath been found to 
be a miitake, fQ that this explanation of the colour 
of Negroes hath been given up. Neither have the 
confequences, pretended to be deduced from the dif- 
ference between their figure and that of other peo- 
ple, appeared more convincing. Some of thefe 
forms are owing to the climate, mod of them to an'- 
dent cuftoms. It hath been conceived, that theft 
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iMtrbariant might poffibly have fonned fome estrava- bo a k 
gant ideas of beauty, accotding to which they had . ^'' 
endeavoured to form their - children ; that this habit, 
in procefs of time, had been turned into nature, fo 
that it was very feldom neceflary to have recourfe to 
art, in order to obtain chefe iinguhtr forms. 

There are other caufes of the colour of Ne^ 
groes, more fatisfadory than thefe : the feat of it, as 
we have obferved, is in the Hite Maco/um, under the 
epidermis, or cuticle. The fubitanc- of this net- 
work, which is mucous in the firft inftance, is after- 
wards changed into a web of veffels, the diame- 
ter of which is contiderable enough to admit, either 
a portion of the colouring part of the blood, or of 
the bile, which is faid to have a peculiar tendency 
towards the ikin. From hence proceeds among white 
people, in whom this Rete Mucofim is more lax, the 
more vivid complexion of the cheeks. From hence 
alfo, that yeUow or copper colour, which diftingoiflies 
whole nacions ; while under another climate, it 
is confined to one petlbn, and produced by dileafe. 
The exiftence of one or of the other of thefe fluids, 
is fufficient to colour the Negroes, efpecially if w? 
add, that the epidermis, and the Rete Mucojum, is 
thicker in them ; that the blood is blackifli, and the 
bile deeper coloured, and that their fweat, which is 
more plentiful and lefs Suid, muA neceflarily thicken 
under the epidermis, and increafe the darknels of 
the colour. 

This fyftem is alfo fupported by natural philofophyi 
which obferves, that the parts of the body expofed 
to the fun are moft deeply coloured, and that travel- 
lers, and people who dwelt in the country, and who 
lead a wandering life ; all thofe, in a word, whohve 
continually in the open air, and under a more burn- 
ing Iky, have darker complexions. Fhilofophy thinks, 
from thefe obfervatipns, that the primitive caufe of 
the colour of the Negroes may be attributed to the 
climate and to the ardour of, the fun. There are 
no Negroes, it is faid, except in hot climates ^ their 
Cuij 



t^Cooglc 



40 niSTOKT or SITTUMBHXE and TRADi: 

s o o E colour becomes darker ip proportiMi as they a^ 

^'" _ . proacb tbe equator. It grows lighter at the extie- 

' ■' niitks of the torrid zone. AU the human ipecles, in 

general, whitens in the fnow, aod is tanned io the 

fun. We perceive the different fhades from white 

to black, and tbofe from black to white, marked, 

' as it Were, by the parallel degrees which cut the 

earth .in the direStoii from tha equator to the poles. 

If the zoues, contrired by the inventors of the fphete, 

were reprefented by real bands, we fhould fee the 

black ebony colour lofenfibly changing to the right 

and left as far as the tropics, .and from thence th& 

brown colur would be ieen to grow paler and tighter 

as far as the polar circles, by (hades of whit« <;9Pti' 

nually increaJing in clearnel^. 

As the ftiades of black are, howev«r, deeper upcm 
the weflem coafta of Africa, than in other region^ 
perhaps as much heated, the ardour of the fun muA 
certainly be combined with other caufes. which have 
ftn equal influence upon orgaoiaaUon. Such of the 
Europeans as have made the longeft refidenc»in thoftf 
countries, attribute this greater degree of blacluMis 
to the nitrous, fulphureous, or metallic particles, that 
are continually exhaling from the furface or from the 
bowels of the earth, to the cuftom of going naked, to 
' the proximity of burning fands, and to other parti-r 
cuIajTB which do not occur elTewhere in the fame de-* 
gree. 

The circumfiance that feems to confirm the opi« 
nion, that the colour of the Negroes is the efiedt of 
the climate, of the air, of the water, and of the food 
of Guinea, ii, that this colour changes when the in- 
habitants are removed into other countries. Tha 
children they procreate in America are not fo black 
as their parents were. After each generation, the 
difference becomes more palpable. It is poffible, that 
after a numerous fucceflion of generations, the men 
come from Africa would not be diftinguithed from 
thofe of the country into which they may have been 
tranfplante^. ' 
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Although the Opinion, which aferibcs to the cU-Book 
mate the firft caufc of the colour of the inhabitaata . , |, 
of Guinea, be almoft generally adopted, all the objec- 
tions that may be nrged agaiull ttus fyftem have not 
yet been anfwered. This is one proof added to a 
miUtitude of others, of the uncertainty of our know- 
ledge. 

And, indeed,, how is it pofiible that our knowledge 
fliould not be uncertain and circumfcribed i* Our or- 
gans are fo feeble, and our means fo infufficient, our 
Audies fo much interrupted, our life fo much a^tat- 
ed, and the objed of our inquiries is of fo immenfe 
an extent ! Let naturalifts, philofopbers, chemifts, 
and accurate obfervers of nature in all her works, per- 
feverf ifi their labours inceflantly ; and, after ages of 
unite4~ «ffid continual ^brts, the fecrets of nature 
.which they will have difcovered, when compared to 
her immenie treafures, will be no more than as a drop 
of water to the valt ocean. ,The rich man lleeps, and 
the learned man is watchful, but he is poor. His 
difcDveries are matters of too little concern to govern- 
ment, to encourage him to fohcit alfiftance or to hope 
tor reward. More than one Ariftotle would be found 
^mong us, but where is the monarch who would fay 
to him. My power is at thy difpofal, make a free ufe 
of my riches, and perfevere in thy labouh? Tell us, 
thou celebrated fiufibn, tell us to what height of per- 
fedtiop thou wouldft have carried thine immortal work, 
hadft thou Uved under an Alexander ? 

The contemplative man is fedentary, and the tra- 
veller is either ignorant or deceitful. The man on 
whom genius hath been bellowed, defpifes minute 
details and experiments ; and the man who makes 
experiments is ahnoll always deftitute of genius. 
Among the multitude of agents which nature em- 
ploys, we are only acquainted with fome, and even 
thefe we ha*e but an imperfed knowledge of. Who 
^all determine, whether the others are not of fuch 
a nature as to elude for ever 6ur fenfes, as not to be 
wrought upon by our InAniments, ^od not to be fu^ 
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BOOK mitted to our obfeWations and experiments ? The na- 
, ^'" ture of thofe two principles that compofethe univerfe, 
' fpirit and matter, will be ever a mjftery. 

Among the natural qualities of bodies, there is not 
a fingle one, upon which multitudes of experiments 
are not yet remaining to be tried; and it is even 
a matter of doubt, whether all thcfe cxperimeDts are 
fealible. How long ■(hall we be reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of forming conjeftures, which are one day 
brought forth, and the next refuted ? Who fliall re- 
ftrain that almoft invincible propenfity to analogy, a , 
mode of judging fo feducing, fo convenient, and fo 
fallacious? No fobner have we colleded a few fafts, 
than we haften to build up a fyftem, which leads the 
multitude, and fufpends our refearches afler truth. 
The time employed in forming an hypothefis, and 
the time employed in refuting it, are both equally 
loft. The fciences of calculation, that are fofatrsfac. 
icory to felf-love, which delights in overcoming diffi- 
culties, and to the accurate tHefn, who is fond of ex- 
a£t infet^nces, will continue, but with little advan- 
tage, in the common ufages of life. Religion, which 
looks with difdain upon the labours of a being in a 
chryfalis,' and which is fecretly alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of reafon, will multiply idle perfons, and retard 
the labours of the induftrious by fear or by fcruples. 
In proportion as a fcience advances, the improvement 
of it becomes more difficult, the greater number be- 
come difgufted, and the fcience is- no longer cultivat- 
ed, unlefs by 9 few perfevering men, who ftill attend 
to it, either from habit, or from the expeftation, well 
or ill founded, of acquiring fame ; till at length ridi- 
cule interferes, and the man is pointed at as a focd 
or a madman, who flatters himfelV that he fhall over- 
come a difficulty, which fome celebrated perfons may 
not have been able to folve. Thus it is," that his co- 
tenrporaries endeavour to conceal their apprehenfion 
of his being really fuccefcful. 

In all ages, and among all nations, we have feen 
fome ftudies prevaihng, which were afterwards ne- 
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ffleded, and fucceeded by others in a kind of regu- book 
lar order. This ficklenefs and difguft are not the de- xi. 
feds of one man alone ; they are the vice of the moft '■"'•"~-^. 
numerous and moft enlightened focieties. It iliould 
feem as if the arts and fciences had their periods of 
faihion. '• 

We have begun by having erudite men. Aftep 
thcf« came the poets and orators. To the poetband 
orators fucceeded metaphyficians, who gave way to 
geometricians, and thefe again to natural philo- 
fophers, which in their turn have been replaced by 
naturalifts and chemifts. The turn for natural hi- 
ftory feems to be upon the decline. We are now en- 
tirely abforbed in queftions of government, of legif- 
lation, of morality, of politics, and of commerce. If 
I might be allowed to hazard a prophefy, I fhould pre* 
did, that the minds of men will incefiantly be turned 
towards hiftory, an immenfe career, in which philotb- 
phy hath not yet made any advances. 

For, in fad, if from that infinite multitude of vo- 
lumes, we were to tear out the pages bellowed upon 
great aflaflins, who are called conquerors, or reduce 
the accounts of them to a few pages, which even 
they fcarce deferve, what would there be remaining ? 
Who is it that hath fpoken to us of the climate, of the 
foil, of produftions, of quadrupeds, of birds, of fifii, of 
plants, of fruits, of minerals, of manners, ofcuiloms, 
of fuperftitions, of prejudices, of fciences, of arts, of 
commerce, of government, and of laws? What do 
we know of a multitude of ancient nations, that can . 
be of the leaft ufe to modern ones ? Both their wif- 
dom and their folly are equally loft to us. Their an- 
nals never give us any information upon thofe points 
which it moft concerns us to know ; upon the true 
glory of a fovereign, upon the bafis of the ftrength of 
nations, upon the felicity of the people, upon the 
duration of empires. Let thofe beautiful addrefles 
of a general to his foldiers upon the point of adion, 
ferve as models of eloquence to the rhetorician ; there 
can be no objedion to this ; but were I to get them 
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B o OKbj heart, I Ihould neither become moic eijiutRbk, 
^ ^ nor more firm, nor more informed, not a better raaji. 

The time draws near, when reaibo, jullice, and truth, 
fhall fhatch out of the hands of igoorance and flat- 
tery, the pen which they have holden but for too 
long a time. Tremble, you who delude me« with 
ialfehoods, or who make them groan under the yoke 
of opprelfion. Sentence is going to be pafled uptm 
you. 

There are but two feafons known in Guinea. The 
moft wholefome, and the moil agreeable one, begins 
in April and ends in Odlober. Then it never rains ; 
but thick vapours, which cover the horizon, intercept 
the rays of the fun, and moderate the ardour of them; 
and eyery night there are dews that fall in fufficient 
quantities to keep up the vegetation of plants. Du- 
ring the reft of the year the heats are exceHive, and 
would perhaps be infupportable, were it not tor the 
rains, which fucceed each other with great rapidity. 
Unfortunately, nature hath feldom difpofed the ter- 
ritory fo as to favour the running oS of thefe waters 
when too plentiful ; and ait bath never interfeFed to 
'_ affiA nature. Hence the origin of fo many tnorafles 

in this part of the globe. They are moH commcmly 
fatal to ftrangers, whom their avidity leads into the 
vicinity of then). Tbe natives of the country, by 
kindling fires every night near their dwellings, puri' 
fy the corrupt air, to which they are moreover ac- 
cuftoraed from their infancy. The little varieties 
which the north and fouth of the hue may exhibit, 
do not invalidate the accuracy of thejje obferva- 
tions. 
HitvnoT From the frontiers of the empire of Morocco, as 
^toir°^ for a» Senegal, the land is entirely barren. A long 
Ghm>. band of the deferta of Sahara, which extends from 
the Atlantic Ocean as far as Egypt, to the fouth of 
all the flates of.Barbary, occupies this immenfefpace. 
Some Mooriih families five in the raidH of thefe burn- 
ing fands, in a few places where fprings, which are 
very fcarce, have been found, and where jt bath been 



t,L.ooglc 



IN TM XAST AND WEST 1KIUE9. 4^ 

pallil>le to plant palm-trees and gather dstes. HieirB o o K 
chief'CTBployment confifts in colleflmg the gumswhich .. .. . 
have ftttratSed the attention of all £urope upon that 
country. Thefc Moors carry to Upper Goinea, and 
principally to Bambouk, a great quantity of fait, in 
exchange fiw which they Teceire gcAd, and fometimei 
ilaves. 

The banks of the Niger, Gambia, and Sierra Lc- 
««!, and thofe of fome Ws confiderable rirers, which 
flow m tbat long fpace that intervenes between thefe 
prinapal rivers, -would prove extremely fertile if they 
were -cahivated. The care of flocks conftitutes aimoft 
the fole employment of the inhabitants. They arc 
fond of mare's tnilk, which' is their principal nourifh- 
loeRt ; and travel but little, becaufe they have no 
wants to induce them to leave their country. 

The inhabitants of Cape Monte, environed on eve- 
ry (ide by fands, form a nation entirely feparated froin 
the reft of Africa. In the rice of their marfties con- 
iifts all iheif nourilhment and their fole rtehes. Of 
this they fell a fmall quantity to the Europeans, for 
which they receive in exchange brandy and hard- 
ware. 

From the Cape of Palmas to the river Volta, the 
inhabitant* are traders and hufbandmen. They are 
hirfbandmen, becaufe their land, though ftony, abun- 
dantly reqiiites the neceflary labour and expence of 
clearing it. They are traders, becaufe they have 
behind tbem nations which famifh them with gold, 
copper, ivory, and flaves ; and becaufe nothing ob- 
flratfls a continued communicaripn between the peo- 
ple of the inland country and thofe of the coaft. It 
is the fole country in Afnca, where, throughout a 
long fpace, there are no deferts or deep rivers to ob- 
UruA the t^veller, and where water and the means 
of fubfiftence may be found. 

Between the river of Volta and that of Calbary, 
the coaft is flat, fertile, populous and cultivated. The * 
country which extends from Calbary to Gabon it 
very different. Aimoft totally covered with thick 
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a o o K forefts, producing little fruit aod no com, it may be 
^^ faid to be rather inhabited by wild beafts than by 
' men. Though the rains be there very frequent and 
copious, as they mufl be under the Equator, the land 
IS fo fandy, that immediately after the fliowers are 
fallen^ there remains not the lead appearance of moi- 
ilure. 

To the fouth of the line, and as far as 7.ara, the 
coaft preients an agreeable profped. Low at its be- 
ginning, it gradually rifes, and exhibits a fcene of . 
cultivated fields, intermixed with woods always ver- 
dant, and of meadows covered with paUn-trees. 

From T^ra to Coanza, and lUU further, the coaA 
is in general high and craggy. In the interior parts ' 
of this country is an elevated plain, the foil of which 
is compofed of a large, thick, and fertile fand. 

Beyond Coanza and the Portuguefe fettlements, a 
barren region intervenes, of above two hundred 
leagues in extent, which is terminated ' by the coun- 
try of tn% Hottentots. In this long fpace there are 
no inhabitants known except the Cimbebes, with 
whom no intercourfe is kept up. 

The varieties obfervable on the Ihores of the weft 
of Africa do not prevent them from enjoying a vety 
extraordinary, and perhaps a fingular advantage^ 
On this immenfe coaft, thofe tremendous rocks are 
nowhere feen which are fo alarming to the naviga- 
tor. The fea is univerfally calm, and the anchorage 
fecure. Were it not for thefe advantages, it would 
be difficult to remain there, becaufe there are Very 
few harbours, and becaufe the fliips are obliged to 
anchor out at fea on account of the &nd banks, which 
are almoft contiguous to each other. 

The winds and currents, during fix months of the 
y.ear, from April to November, have nearly the fame 
diredlion. To the fouth of the line, the fouth-eaft 
wind predominates, and the diredion of the currents 
• is towards the north ; and to the north of the fine 
the eaft wind prevails, and the diredion of the cur- 
rents is towards the north-eafi. During the fix other 
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months, ftorms, ^ intervals, change the diredion ofs o o k 
the wind, but it no longer blows with the lame vlo- ■ ' ,,. 
lence : the fpring of the air feems to be relaxed. 
The caufe of this variatioa appears to influence the 
diredion of the currents : to the north of the line 
they tend to the fouth-weft, beyond the line to the 
fduth. 

The rerolutions which muft have happened in theide»ora« 
north of Africa, as well as in the other parts of the J^^^^ 
globe, are entirely unknown, and it was impofltble cOabUJiicd 
it fliould be otherwife, in a region jvhere the art of""*"""**" 
writing hath never penetrated. No* tradition hath 
even been preferved, which might ferve ara bails to 
conjedures well or ill founded. When the people of 
thefe regions are afked, why they have fuffered the 
remembrance of their father's aiftions to be buried in 
obUvion ? they anfwer, that it is of little confequence 
to be informed in what manner the dead have lived ; 
that the material thing is, that the Uving Ihould be 
virtuous. So indifferent are they about the pall 
time, that they negled even to keep an account of . 
their annual revolutions. This would be, fay they, 
to load one's memory with a ufelefs calculation, fince 
it. would not preferve us from death, and could not 
inform us how long we have to live. In fpeaking, 
therefore, of this part of the world, we are obliged to 
count from the epochas of the arrival of the Huro- 
peans upon thefe fhores. We muft even confine 
ourfelves to the coafts, fince no traveller of any cre- 
dit hath ever penetrated into the inland parts of the 
country ; and fince our navigators have fcarce ex- 
tended their inquiries beyond the harbours where 
they took in their cargoes. 

All their accounts affirm, that the known parts of 
this region are fubjeft to an arbitrary government. 
Whether the defpotic fovereign afcend the throne by 
right of birth or by eleiflion, the people have no 
other law but his will. 

But what will feera extraordinary to the inhabi- 
tants of Europe, where, the great .number of heredi- 
■ ' 4 
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BOOK taiy monarchies obftnids the tranq«illity of etec^ve 
. ^' I - governments and the profperity of all free ftates, is, 
that in Afiica, the countries vrfaich are the leaft liable 
to revolutions are thofe which have preferved the 
right of eledHng their chieis. This is ufually an old 
man, whofe wiWom is generally known. The man- 
ner in which this choice is made is very fimple j but 
it is only fuited to very fmall ftates. In three days 
time, the people, by mutual confent, meet at the houfe 
of th&t citizen who appears to them the moft proper 
pcrfon to be their fovereign. If the fuffrages be di- 
vided, lie who Tiath obtained the greateft number of- 
fltera, nanfts on the fourth day one of thofe who have 
had fewer voices than himf?lf. Every freeman hath 
a tight to vote. There are even fome tribes where 
the women enjoy this privilege. 

Such is, excepting tie hereditary kingdoms of Be- 
nin and Juda, the manner in which thkt little gniup 
of ftates, that are to the north of the line, is formed. 
To the fonth we meet with Mayumba and Cilingo, 
where chiefs are eledled from among the minifters of 
reBgion ; and with the empires of Loango and Congo, 
where the crown is perpetual in the male line, by the 
female fide ; that is, the eldeft fon of the king's el- 
deft fifteu inherits the throne when it becomes va- 
cant. Thefe people believe, that" a child is much 
more certainly the fon of his mothertbanof the man 
whom fhemarries: they truft rather to the time of 
delivery, which they fee, than to that of conception, 
of which they are not witneiles. 

Thefe nations live in' a total ignorance of that art 
fo revered among us, under the name of politics. 
They do not, however, negled to obferve fome of its 
formalities. The cuftom of fending emballies is fa- 
miliar to them, whether to folicit aid againft a power- 
ful enemy, or to requeft a mediator in their differ- 
ences, or to congratulate others upon their fuccefles, 
upon the birth of a child, or upon the falling of a 
. fliowcr after a great drought. The envoy muft never 
Stay longer than a day at the place of his miiGon ; 
3 
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titii travsl during the night in the ftates of a foreign book 
prince. He is preceded by a drum, which bnooua- ^^ 
cei from afar his dignity, and he is accompanied by ' 
five or fix friends. In thofe places where he ftops to 
refreOi himfelf, he is received with refped ; but he 
cannot depart before the fun rifes, and without the 
ceremony of bis hoft aflembUng fome perfons, to wit-p 
D^ that no accident hath happened . to him. In 
other refpe<5t3, thefe people are Ilrangers to aoy n6- 
gotiations that are in the ieaft complicated. They 
never enter into dny iUpuIations for the paft nor fot 
the future, but confine themfelves wholly to the pre- 
fi^L Hence we may conclude, that thefe nations 
cannot have any regular or fettled <^onnei^ons with 
the other parts of the globe. 

Their fyftem of war is as little complicated as that Maitner of 
of their politics. None of thefe governments retain ^■^s*" 
troops in pay. Every fireeman is by condition a foU " """*" 
dtept All tdke up arms to guard their frontiers, or 
to make excurfions in quell of booty. The officers 
are chofen by the foldiers, and the choice is confirm- 
ed by the prince. The army marches, and moft fre> 
quently the hoflilitles, which are begun in the morn- 
ingv are terminated in the evening. At leaft, the in- 
curfion never continues for any length of time ; for 
as they faave''ao magazines, the want of fubfitlence 
obliges them to retire. It would prove a great mis- 
fortune to thefe people if they were taught the art- 
of keeping the field for a fortnight together. 

The defire of extending their territories is not the 
caufe of the difturbances which frequently throw 
thefe countries into eonfufion. An infiilt committed 
in a ceremony, a clandefline or violent robbery, the 
rape of a daughter, thefe are the ordinary occafions 
of a war. The day after the battle, each fide re- 
deems their refpe^Uve prifoners. They are exchan- 
ged for merchandife or for flaves. No portion of the 
territory is ever ceded, the whole belongs 4» the 
coipmunity, whofe chief fixes the extent which cv«- 
rel. It': D 
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B o o K ry pcrfon is to cultivate, in order to reap the fruift 

^ ^- of it. 

' This manner of terminating diffisrences is not mere- 

ly that of little dates, wbofe chiefs are too wife to 
afpire after enlarging their dominions, and too much 
advanced in years not to be fond of peace. Great 
empires are obliged to conform to tbefe principles 
with neighbours much weaker than themfelves. The 
fovereign hath never any ftanding army ; and though 
be difpofes at pleafure of the lives of the governors 
of his provinces, he prefcribes them no rules of ad- 
miniftration. Tbefe are petty princes, who, for fear 
of being fufpefled c^ ambition and punifhed with 
death, live in concord with the elective colonies which 
furround them. Unanimity between the more con- 
fiderable powers and the fmallft ftates, is preferved 
as much by the great authority the prince hath over 
his fubjeds, as by the impoffibility there is of his ex- 
erting it at pleafure. He can only ftrike a fingle 
blow, or caufe a lingle head to be cut off. He may, 
indeed, command that his lieutenant fhould be aflaf- 
finated, and the whole province will obey his orders ; 
but were he to command all the inhabitants of a pro- 
vince to be jmt to death, he would find no one ready 
' to execute his orders ; nor would h6 be able to excite 
any other province to take up arms againft that which 
difobeyed him. His power againft individuals is un- 
limited ; but he can do very little againft the collec- 
tive body. 

Another reafon which prevents the fmall ftates 
from being enflaved by the great ones, is, that tbefe 
people annex no idea to the glory of conquefts. The 
only perfon who appears to have been animated with 
it, was a flave broker, who from his infancy had fre- 
quented the European vefTels. and who in his riper 
years had made a voyage to Portugal. Every thing 
he faw and heard fired his imagination, and taught 
him that a great name was frequently acquired by 
being the caufe of great calamities. At his return 
into his country, he felt himfelf greatly humiliated 
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dt being obliged to obey people lefs enlightened than book 
himfelf. His intrigues raifed hicn to the dignity nf ■ 
chief of the Acanis, and he prevailed on them to 
take up arms againft their neighbours. Nothing could 
oppofe his valour, and his domihion extended over 
more than an hundred leagues of coall, of which 
Anamabou was the centre. At hii death no one da- 
red to fucceed him : and all the fupports of his au' 
thority failing at once, every thing returned to its 
former fituatidii. 

. The Chriftian and Mohammedan relipons feem toModt«of 
have taken poileffion of the two extremities of that e{Uku£ed 
part of the weft of Africa which is frequented by ■" Cuioti. 
the Europeans. The Muflulmen of Barbary have 
Carried their religious fyftem to the people of the 
Cape de Verd IlUnds, who have extended it ftill fur- 
ther. In proportion as thefe religious opinions have 
been diftant from their fource, theyhave undergone 
fo great an alteration, that each kingdom, each vil- 
lage, each family, have maintained a different fyf- 
tem. Excepting circumcifion, which is univerfal, ic 
would fcarcely be imagined that thefe people pro- 
feffed the fame wOrihip. This religion does not pe- 
netrate beyond the Cape of Monte, the inhabitants 
of which have no communication with their neigh- 
bours. 

What the Arabs had done to the north of the line 
for the Koran, the Fortuguefe afterwards did to the 
fouth for the Gofpel. Towards the end of the fif- 
teenth century, they eftablifhed it from the country 
of Benguela to Zara. A mode of worfliip, which 
offered fure and eafy means for the expiation of all 
crimes, was perfedly agreeable to the tafte of nations 
whofe religion did not afford them fuch comfortable 
profpeSs. If it was afterwards profcribed in feveral 
Itates, it was owing to the excefles of thofe who pro- 
pagated it, which drew upon it this difgrace. It 
hath even been totally difguifcd in the countries 
where it hath been preferved ; a few trifling ceremo- 
nies are tbe only remains of it. 

Dij 
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K The coafts which are in the centre have preferredt 
_, forae local fuperftilions, the origin of which mull be 



very ancient. They confift in the worfliip of that 
innumerable multitude of divinities or Fetiches, which 
every perfon makes after his own fancy, and for hi» 
own ufe ; in the belief of auguries, ttiiis by fire and 
boiling water, and in the power of Gris-Gris. There 
are fome fuperftitions more dangerous ; I mean that 
blind confidence which they repofe in the priefts, 
who are the minifters and promoters of tbem. The 
correfpondence which they are fuppofed to hold with 
ihe evil fpirit, makeft them confidered as the arbiters- 
of the barrennefs and fertility of the country. On 
this account the firft fruits are always ofiered to them. 
All their other errors have a fbcial tendency, and 
confpire to render men more humane and peace- 
able. 
iCTaDncn, The couMry is generally ill peopled. Habitations 
iind^p.- are fetdom found any where but near rivers, lakes* 
tioni of the and fountains. In thofe countries, men eie induced 
oXe». to live in a fecial ftate, rather fix)m the ties of con- 
fanguinity than from any recipfx>cal wants. Accord- 
ingly, fmall hetmlets are found in the fame town, 
and fomerimes in the fame village, which are fo many 
families, over which a patriarch prefides. 

There are no traces to be found in thefe fettle- 
ments of any great progrefe in civilization. The 
houfes are confttuded with branches of trees, or with 
ruihes ^ftened to Hakes, which are driven far enough 
into the ground to refill the windss. Windows are 
teldom feen in them. The covering of the houfe 
eonfills only of leaves, and, if they can be obtained, 
of the leaves of the palm-tree, which are more pro. 
per than others to bear the inclemency of the fca- 
Ibns. The huts of the ca{tttal, thofe even of the def- 
pot. are fcarce diftinguilhed from the reft, except by 
their extent. Thefe people are not prevented froin 
fdrming other conilrudions, by a want of the beft 
and the fineft wood, which they poflefs in abundance, 
Bof of earth -proper to make bricks > but they have^ 
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never h»d an idea that it was neccflary to take fo b o o r 
much trouble to lodge themfelves. , ^' . 

The furniture is confiftent with the dwelling. In 
the towns, in the country, in the habitation of the 
prince, as well as that of the meaneft citizens, it con- 
fifts only of baskets, a few e&rthen pots, and fome 
utenfils made out of gourds. The only difference is^ 
that the poor lleep upon mats, and the rich upon 
European carpets. 

Their food is likewife the iame. Rice, callava, 
znaize, yams, or potatoes, according to the nature of 
the foil ; wild fruits, palm-wine, game, and fifh. which 
all perfons get according to their inclination : fuch is 
the food which they all live upon, the flaves not ex- 
cepted. 

A girdle tied acrofs their loins, and which we call 
a pagru, is the only clothing of both fexes. Glafs 
beads, which are brought to them, and fold very dear, 
compofe the ornaments of moft of the women, and 
of the few men who wifh to make theinf<±lves re« 
markable. 

TTie arts are very trifling in thefe regions. None 
are known but thofe which are commonly found in a 
riling fociety, and even thofe are in their infancy. 
The ingenuity of a carpenter conlifts only in build- 
ing huts. The blackfmith hath no other tools than 
a fmall hammer and a wooden anvil, to work the 
iron which is feot from Europe. The potter makes 
fome clumfy veffels, and ibme pipes of clay, without 
the affiftance of a mould. The pagnet are made only 
t^ a plant- which grows naturally, and requires no 
preparation : the length of it conftitutes the breadth 
of the piece. The weaver works it upon his lap, 
without either loom or Ihuttle, by - pailing the tram 
with his fingers between each of the threads of the 
chain, in the fame manner as our balket>makers 
make their hurdles. The inhabitants of the country 
carry fait to the moft diftant places ; and feparate it 
^rom the fea water by means of a great fire. The 
flftves, and a fmaU number of free men, are employed 
Dii; 
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B o o K in thefe fedentary labours ; the reft live in a ftate of 
^ _ ^'' _ . habitual indolence. If they (hould be roufed from 
this lethargy by fome caprice, or by wearifome- 
nefs, it is only to go a-hunting or a-fiflung. They 
never demean themfelves fo far as to cultivate the 
ground. Agriculture, confidered as the meaneft of 
occupations, is left to the women, to whom they al- 
low no greater comfort than the liberty of refting one 
day after three days of cxceffive fetigue. 

The people of Guinea have manners very fimilar 
to each other. Polygamy is authorifed throughout 
the whole extent of this vaft region. It rauft, how- ■. 
ever, be very uncommonly praclifed, fince all the 
free men, and moft of the flaves, find companions 
for themfelves. The young men confult nothing but 
their own inclination in their marriage ; but their 
lifters muft have the confent of their mothers. The 
marriage tie is generally refpeded ; nothing but adul- 
tery can diflblve it, and this is very uncommon. On 
the coaft of Angola only, the daughters of the chiefs 
of the ftalc are allowed to choofe the holband they- 
like beft, even if he ftiould be engaged ; they may 
prevent him from taking another wife ; they may be 
divorced from him when he difpleafes them ; and 
may even caule his head to be fljricken off if he be 
inconftant. Thefe princefles, if they may be fo calr 
led, enjoy their privileges with a difdainful haughu- 
nefs, and a great deal of feverity, as if they meant 
to he revenged upon the unfortunate man who is unr 
der their authority, for the fpecles of flavery to which 
their fex is condemned. 

Their fate is indeed deplorable. Befides being 
employed in the labours of the field, the women ar« 
aifo obliged to attend- to the domeftic employments. 
It refts upon them alone to provide for the fubfift- 
ence, and to fapply all the wants of their famiUes. 
They never appear before their hufbands but in 9 
humiliating pofture ; they always wait upon him at 
table, and retire afterwards to feed upon what he eJi 
|:hcr could not or would not eat. This ftate of l^- 
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bour and humiliation is not confined to the common book 
people ; the women in the towns, the wives of the . ^'' . 
rich, of the great, and even of the fovereigns, are in ' ' ' 
the fame condition ; they derive neither comfort nor 
prerogative from the rank or the opulence of their 
hufbands. 

While they wafte in the ferrice of their tyrants 
the fmall proportion of ftrength beftowed upon them 
by nature, thefe barbarians fpend their ufelefs days 
ui a ftate of total inadion. AlTembled under thick 
foliages, . they pafs their time in fmoking, finging, or 
dancing. The fame amufements are repeated every 
day ; and their pleafures are never interrupted by 
difputes. A decency and propriety prevail in them, 
which could not reafonably be expeded from a peo- 
jde fo Uttle enlightened. 

Their difinterellednefs is a no lefs furprifing cir- 
cumflance. If we except the coafts, where the ex- 
ample of our robberies hath made them robbers, a 
great indifference for riches is obferved in all parts. 
^ Even the wifeft among them feldom think of the 
' morrow ;. and accordingly, hofpitality is the virtue 
univerfally pradifed. The man who Ihould not di- 
vide the game or the fiih he had caught with his 
neighbours, his relations, and his friends, would draw 
upon himfetf the public contempt. With them, the 
reproach of avarice ia beyond any other. It is be- 
llowed upon the Europeans, who give nothing with- 
out a compenfation ; which induces thefe Africans tq 
call them clofe-filed. 

Such is the general charadler of the people of Gui- 
nea, It now remains to fpeak of the culloms which 
diftinguifh the inhabitants of one country from thofe 
of another. 

On the banks of the Niger, the women are gene- 
rally handfome, if beauty may be faid to confift in 
fymmetry of proportion, and not in colour. Modeft, 
affable, and faithful, an air of innocence appears ifi 
their looks, and their language is an indication of 
their baihfulnefs. The names of Zilia, Calypfo, Fap- 
Diiij 
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B o o K ny, Zama, which feem to be names of Toluptuoufrnft, 
, *''^ are pronounced with an ioBeition of voice, rf the 
' foftnefs and fweetnefs of which our organs are not 
fufceptible. The nien are of a proper fize, their 
ikin is as black as ebony, and their features and 
countenances pleafing. The habit of taming horfes, 
and hunting wild beafts, gives them an air of dignity. 
They do not eafily put up with an affront ; but the 
example of thofe animals they have reared, infpires 
them with boundlefs gratitude for a mailer who treats 
them with indulgence. It is impofflble to find fer- 
vantE more attentive, more fober, and who have ftrongT 
er attachments ; but they do not make good husband- 
men ; becaufe their body is not habituated to floop 
and bend towards the ground, in order to clear it. 

The complexion of the Airicans degenerates to. 
■wards the Eaft. The people of this climate areftrong, 
but ftiort. They have an air of ftrength, which is 
denoted by firm mufcles ; and the features of their 
■ faces arc fpread out, but have no expreffion. The 
figures impreffed on their foreheads and on their 
cheeks increafe their natural deformity. An ungrate- 
ful foil, which is not improveahle by culture, hath 
forced them to have recourfe to filhing, though the 
fea, which they can fcarce venture up<Hi, on account 
of a bar that runs along the coaft, feems to divert 
them from it. Thus repulfed, as it were, by thefe 
two elements, they have fought for aid among adja- 
cent nations more favoured by nature; from whom 
they have derived their fubfiftencc by felling them 
fait. A fpirit of traffic hath been diffiifed among 
them fince the arrival of the Europeans; becaufe 
ideas are unfolded in all men in proportion to the 
variety of objects that are prefented to them ; and 
becaufe more combinations are neceflary to barter a 
flave for feveral forts of merchandife, than to fell a 
bufhel of fait. Though they be well adapted to all 
employments where ftrength only is required, yet 
they are unfit for the internal duties of domeftic hfe. 
^JTiis condition of life is repugnant to their cuftoms, 
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according to which thej are paid fepaiutelj for every book 
thing they do. And, indeed, the reciprocation of . ^ ^ 
daily labour and daily rccompenfe is, perhaps, one c^ 
the beft incentives to induftry among all men. The 
wives of thefe mercaotile Negroes have neither the 
amiableneis, modefty, difcretion, nor beauty of the 
women of the Niger, and tbty appear to have lels 
fenfibility. On comparing the two nations, it might, 
perhaps, be imagined, that the one confiiled of the 
loweft elars of people in a polifhed and civiUzed city, 
and that the other had enjoyed the advaotages of fu- 
perior education. Their language ia a Arong indica-> 
tion of their charader. The accents of the one have 
an extreme fweetnefs, thofc of the other are harfti 
and dry, like the foil they inhabit. Their vivacity, 
even in pkafures, refembles the furious tranfports of 
anger. 

Beyond the river Volta, in Benin, and in the other 
countries known under the general name of the Gk>ld 
Coaft, the people have a fmooth flcin, and are of a 
dark black colour ; their teeth are beautiful ; they 
are of a middling ftature, but well fhaped, and have a 
haughty countenance. Their faces, though agree- 
able enough, would be much more fo, if the women 
were not ufed to fear them, and the men to bum 
their foreheads. The balls of their creed 'a a me- 
tempfychofis of a peculiar kind : they believe, tUat 
in whatever place they remove to, or wherever they 
are tranfported, they Ihall return after their death, 
whether caufed by the laws of nature, or by their 
own hands, to their native country. This convi^on 
conftitutes their happind« ; becaufe they confider 
their country as the moft delightful abode in the 
univerfe. This pleating error conduce^ to humanize 
them. Foreigners, who relide in this climate, are 
treated with refpei^ful civility, from a perfualion that 
they are come there to receive the recompenfe due 
to their good condud. Thefe people have a difpofi- 
tion to cheerfulnefs not obfervable in the neighbour- 
ing nations ; they are inclined to labour, have piin- 
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BOO Kciples of equit7 feldom altered hy circumftaoces, and 
. ^'- a great facility of adapting themfelves to foreign 
manners. Thej are tenacious of their commercial 
cuftoms, even when they are oot advantageous to 
them. The method. of trafficking with them was, 
for a long time, the fame that had beeo at firft prac- 
tifed among them. The firft veiTel that arrived dif- 
pofed of its cargo before another was permitted to 
. trade. Each had its turn. The commodities were 
fold at the fame fixed price to all. It is but very 
lately that the nation had refolved to avail itfelf of 
the advantages it might derive from the competition 
between the European nations frequenting its ports. 
The people fituated between the line and Zara 
have all a great refemblance to each other. They 
are well made. Their bodies are lefs robuft than thofe 
of the inhabitants to the north of the equator; and 
though there be fome marks on their faces, none of 
thofe fears are to be perceived which are fo fhocking 
at firJl fight. Their feafts are accompanied with mi- 
litary fports, which revive the idea of our ancient 
tournaments ; with this difference, that in Europe 
they conftituted the exercifes of a warlike nation, 
whereas in Africa they are the amufements of a ti- 
mid people. The women are not admitted to thefe 
public diverfions. AlTembled together in certain 
houfes, they fpeod their day in private ; and no men 
are ever admitted into their fociety. The pride of 
rank is the ftrongell paflion of thefe people, who are 
naturally peaceable. A certain degree of ceremony . 
obtains both at the court of princes and in private 
life. Upon the moft trivial occurrences, they haflen 
to their friends, either to congratulate them or to con- 
dole with them. A marriage occafions vifiting for 
three months. The funeral obfequies of a perfoo of 
diftindion contipue foipetlmes two years. Thofe who 
are related to him in any degree, carry his remains 
through feveral provinces. The crowd gathers as 
they proceed, and no perfon departs till the corpfe 
is depofited in the tomb, with all the d^nionArations 
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•f the deepeft forrow. So detennined a tafte foi; pe- b o o k 
remony hath proved favourable to fuperftition, and , " 
fuperftition hath promoted a fpirit of indolence. 

From Zara to the river of Coanza. the ancient cuf- 
toms iUll remain ; but they aie blended with a con- 
fufed mixture of European manners, which are not 
to be found elfewhere. It is probable that the For- 
tuguefe, who have large fettlements in this country, 
and who were defiroos of introducing the Cbriftian 
religion among them, had a greater iutercourfe with 
them than other nations, who having only &£lorie3 
to the north of the line, have been entirely engaged 
in carrying on their commerce. 

The reader need not be told, that all we have re- 
lated concerning the people of Guinea, ought only 
to be applied to that clafs which, in all countries, 
ftamps the chara^er of a nation. The inferior or- 
ders and Haves are further removed from this refem- 
blance, in proportion as they are debafed or degrad- 
ed by their occupations or their conditions. The 
moll difceming inquirers have, however, imagined 
that the difference of conditions did not produce in 
this people varieties fo diftinguilhable as we ' find in 
the fiates which are fituated between the Elbe and the 
Tiber, which exhibit nearly the fame extent of coaft 
as the diftance between the Niger and the Coanza. 
The further men depart from nature, the lefs mull 
they referable one another. Nature is a Ilraight line, 
from which there are various ways of deviating. The 
counfels of nature are fpeedy and tolerably uniform ; 
but the fuggeftions anting from tafte, from fancy, 
from' caprice, from pcrfonal intereft, from circum- 
ftances, from palfions, from the accidental events of 
health or licknefs, and even from dreams, are fo nu- 
merous and fo various, that they are not, neither can 
they ever be exhaufted. One violent man is fuffi- 
cient to lead a thoufand more aftray, from motives 
of condefcenfion, flattery, or imitadon. If a woman 
of rank be delirous of concealing fome natural defeat, 
ihe immediately contrives fomething for that purpofe. 
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BOOK This is foon adopted by her compaaions, though thcj 
J'^ have not the (kme reafon for it. Thus it it, that from 
one eccentric circle to another, a faihion it extended, 
and becomes national. This instance is fufficieat to 
explain an infinite numbecof fingularities, wliich our 
fagacity would in vain be tortured in finding out the 
reaforn of, in the wants, the pains, or pleafures of 
mankind. The diverfity of civil and moral inftitu- 
tions, which often are neither more combined, nor 
lefs cafual, alfo neceflarilj occafions a difference in 
the moral chancer and in the natural cuftoms of 
men, which is unknown*to focieties lefs complicated. 
Befides, nature being more poweifiil under the horrid 
than under the temperate zone, does nut permit the 
influence <AI manners to exert itfelf fo ftrongly. Men 
in tbefe countries bear a greater fimilitude to one 
another, becaufe they owe eveiy thing to nature, and 
very little to art. In Europe, an extenfive and di- 
verfified commerce, varying and multiplying the 
enjoyments, the fortunes, and feveral conditions of 
men, adds likewtTe to the differences which the cli- 
mate, the laws, and the common prejudices, have 
eftabliihed among w^ive and laborious nations. 

Asdcu In Guinea, trade hath never been able to caufe a 

2^'^''^ material alteration in the manners of its inhabitants. 

Oakw4. It forhleriy confided only of certain exchanges of fait 
and dried filh, which were confumed by the nations 
remote from the coaft. Thefc gave in return ftulK 
made of a kind of thread, which was only a woody 
fubftance, clofely adhering to the inner fide of the 
bark of a tree pecufiar to thefe climates. The air 
hardens it, and renders it fit for every kind of weav- 
ing. Bonnets, fcarfs, and aprons to ierve for girdles, 
are made of it, which vary in ihape according to the 
particular mode of each nation. The natural colour 
of the thread is a pale grey. The dew, which bleaches 
our flax, gives it a citron colour, which rich people pre- 
^r. The black dye, generally ufed mong the people, is 
extrafted from the bark of the tree of which this 
thread is made, by fimple infufion in water. 
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The fiift Europeans, who freqaented the wefteras o o E 
coaftt of Africa fixed a price on wax, ivory, gum, and ^^ . 
wood for dying, which, before that time, bad been ' 
thought of little value. A fmall quantity of gold, 
which had been formerly carried off by cararans 
from the ftates of Barbaiy, was likewiJe given in ex- 
change to their navigators. This gold came from 
the inland parts, and chiefly from Bambouk, an ari- 
ftocratic ftate, under the twelfth and thirteeitth de- 
grees o£ north latitude, and where each village wa» 
governed by a chief c^ed Farim. This rich metal 
is fo common in this country, that it is found almoft 
iDdifcriminately every where, merely by fcraping the 
furface of the earth, which is clayifh, light, and mix- 
ed with iand. When- the mine is very rich, it ia dig- 
ged only to the depth of a few feet, and never deeper ; 
though' it hath been obferved, that the lower it was 
digged, the more gold it afforded. The- people are too 
indolent to purfue a toil which conflantly be^omei 
more fatiguing, «nd too ignorant to prevent the in- 
conveniences it would be attended with. Their ne- 
gligence and their folly are fo extraordinary, that in 
waQiing the gold, in order to feparate it frotn the 
earth, they only preferve the larger pieces : the light 
parts pafs away with the water, which flows down 
an inclined plain. 

The inhabitants c^ Bambouk do not work thefa 
mines at all times, nor are they at liberty to do it 
when they choofe. They are obliged to wait till pri- 
vate or public wants determine the Farims to grant 
this penniiBon. When It is proclaimed, all who are 
able to avail themfelves of this advantage meet at 
the appointed place. When their work is finifhed, 
a divifion is made. Half of the gold goes to the lord, 
and the remainder is equally diftributed among the 
labourers. Thofe who want gold at any other time 
than that of the general digging, fearch for it in the 
beds of the torrents, where it isvery common. 

Several Europeans have endeavoured to penetrate 
into a -region which C(»itain»fo many trcnfures. Two 
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B o o K or three of them, who had fucceeded in approaifh- 
... ^'' . ing the coaft, were unmercifullj repulfed. M. David 
goveroor of the French in Senegal, in 1740, thought 
of fending a prince of that country, in order to Taj 
wafte the borders of the Felem^, from whence Bam- 
bouk rcceiTcd all its provifioos. Tliis unfortunate 
coimtry was upon the point of being deftroyed, in the 
midft of its piles of gold, when the author ofthis 
calamity propofed to them, that be would fend them 
proviiions from Fort Galam, which was only at forty 
leagues diftance, if they would confent to receive 
him, and permit his people to work the mines. Tbefe 
conditions were accepted, and the obfervance of 
them was again fwom to the author of the propofal, 
who went himfeJf to thofe provinces four years after j 
but the treaty produced no effed. Only the remem- 
brance of the hardfhips that had been endured, and 
of thofe thas had been apprehended, determined the 
people to cultivate a foil, which had produced, till 
then, nothing but metals. It feems that the gold 
'^^ ^' hath been abandoned, and that the attention of ali 
Gumca men hath been turned to the flave trade 
^^^ The property which fome men have acquired over 
bf (be fikothers in Guinea, is of very high antiquity. It is ge- 
ar flivei. Dgjgiiy eftabhfhed there, excepting in fome fmall di- 
ftridts, where liberty hatb, as it were, retired, and is 
llill maintained. No proprietor, however, hath a right 
to fell a man who is bom in a ilate of fervitude. He 
can only difpofe of thofe flaves whom he gets either 
by war, in which every prifoner is a flave unlefe 
exchanged, or in lieu of compenfation for fome in- 
jury i or if he hath received them as a teftimony of 
acknowledgment. This law, which feems to be made 
in favour of one who is born a flave, to indulge him 
in the enjoyment of his family, and of his country, 
is yet inefleftual, fmce the Europeans have, eltabhfh- 
ed luxury on the coafts of Africa. It is every day 
eluded by concerted quarrels, which two proprietors 
mutually dilTerable, in order to be reciprocally con- 
demned, each in his turn, to a fine, which is paid in 



i,L.ooglc 



IS TIU EAST AK0 WIST INDISS. 65 

perfons bom flaves, the difpofal of whom is allowed xl 
by the fandion of the fame law. ' — v' "^ 

CoiruptloD, contrary to its ordinary progrefs, hath 
advanced from private perfons to princes. The pro- 
curing of Haves hath given frequent occafion to wars-, 
as they are excited in Europe, in order to obtain fol-i 
diers. The cullom has been eftabliihed of punifhing 
with flavery, not only thofe who have attempted th6 
lives or properties of citizens, but thofe alfo who were 
incapable of paying their debts, itoid thofe who have 
violated conjugal faith. This punifhment, in procefs of 
time, has been inflicted for the moft trivial offences, 
after having been at firll referyed only for the greateft 
crimes. Prohibitions, even of things indifferent, have 
been conftantly multiplied, in order to increafe the 
revenues raifed from the fines, by increafing the num- . 
ber of offences. Injuftice hath known no bounds or 
reflraints. At a great diltance from the coaft there 
are chiefs, who give orders for every thing they meet 
with in the villages around them to be carried off. 
The children are thrown into facks ; the men and 
women arc gagged to ftifle their cries. If the ravagers 
ftiould be flopped by a fuperior force, they are con- 
duced before the prince, who always difowns the 
commiffion he hath given, and, under pretence of 
doing juftice, inilantly fells his agents to the Ihips he 
hath treated with. 

Notwitbflanding thefe infamous arts, the people of 
the coaft have found it impoflible to fupply the de- • 
mands of the merchants. They have experienced 
what every nation mull, that can trade only with its 
fpecies. Slaves are to the commerce of the Europeans 
in Africa, what gold is in the commerce we carry on 
in the New World. The heads of the Negroes re- ■ 
prefent the fpecie of the ftate of Guinea. Every day 
this fpecie is carried off, and nothing is left them but 
articles of confumption. Their capital gradually va- 
nifhes, becaufe it cannot be renewed, by reafon of 
the Ipeedy confumptions. Thus the trade for blacks 
would long fince have been entirely loll, if the in- 
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BOOS habitants of the coftfts had ncM: imparted their luxdcj 
. ^^ . to the people of the inlaed countries, from whence 
^'''*~*'^ they now draw the gwateft part of the flavee that are 
put into our hand^* Thus the trade of the Europe- 
ana, hy gradual adrances, hath almoft exhaufted the 
only Vendible commodities of this nation. 

In the fpace of twenty years this circiimftance hath 
raifed the price of flaves almoft to four times above 
the former coft. The reafon is this : the flaves are 
chiefly paid for in merchaudife from the £aft Indies, 
which hath doubkd its value in Europe. A double 
quantity of theb goods muft be g^ven in Africa^ 
Thus the colonies of America, where the fale for 
blacks is concluded, are obliged to fupport thefe fe- 
veral augmentations, and confequently to pay four 
times more than they formerly did. 

Notwithftanding this, the diflant proprietor who 
fells his flave, receives a lefs quantity of merchandife 
than the perfon received fifty years ago, who fold his 
flave in the neighbourhood of the coaft. The profits 
intercepted by paffing through dlflerent hands, the 
expences of tranfport, the impofts, fometimes of three 
per cent, that muft be paid to thofe princes through 
whofe territories they pafs, link the difference betwixt 
the fum which the ftrft proprietor receives, and that 
which the European trader pays. Thefe expences 
continually increafe on account of the great djftances 
of the places where there are ftill flaves to be fold. 
The further off the firft fale is, the greater will ba 
the difficulties attending the journey. They will be- 
come fuch, that of the fum which the European 
merchant will be able to pay, there will remain fo 
little to ofier to the firil feller, that he will rather 
choofe to keep bis flave. All trade of this kind will 
then be at an end. In order, therefore, to fupport 
it efieclually, our traders muft furnifti at an exorbi- 
tant price, and fell in proportion to the colonies ; 
which, on their part, not being able to difpofe of their 
produce but at a very advanced price, will no longer 
find a confumption for it. But till that time comei, 
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■which is, perhaps, not fo diftant as the colonifts may book 
imagine, tbcy will, without the leaft remorfe, con- . ^'' , , 
tinue to make the lives and labours of the Negroes 
fublervicnt to their interefts. They will find navi- 
gators who will hazard the purchafing of them, and 
thefe will meet with tyrants who will fell them. 

Slave merchants collecl: themfelves into companies, 
and forming a fpecies of caravans, in the fpace of 
two or three hundred leagues they conduft feveral 
files of thirty or forty Haves, all laden with water and 
com, which are neceSary to their fubfillence in thofe 
barren deferts through which they pafs. The man- 
ner of feCuring them without much incommoding 
their march, is ingenioufly contrived. A fork of 
wood, from eight to -nine feet long, is put round the 
neck of each Have* A pin of iron, riretted, fecures 
the fork at the back part in fuch a manner that the 
head cannot difengage itfelf. The handle of the fork, 
the wood of which is very heavy, falls before, and (o 
embarrafles the perfon who is tied to it, that though 
he hath his arms and legs at liberty, he can neithes 
■walk, nor lift up the fork. When they get ready foE 
their march, they range the Oaves on the fame line, 
and fupport and tie the extremity of each fork on the 
ihoulder of the foremoft ilave, and proceed in this 
manner from one to another) till they come to the 
firft, the extremity of whofe fork is carried by one of 
the guides. Few reftraints are impofed that are not 
felt by the perfons who impofe them. In order that 
thefe traders may enjoy the refreftiment of fleep with- 
out uneafinefs, they tie the arras of every flave to the 
tail of the fork which he carries. In this condition 
he can neither run away, nor make any attempt to 
recover his liberty. Thefe precautions have been 
found indifpenfable, becaufe if the flave can but break 
his chain, he beeomes free. The public faith, which 
fecures to the proprietor the pofieflion of lus flave, 
and which at all times delivers him up into his hands, 
is filent with regard to a flave and a trader who ex- 
crcifes the moll contemptible of all profeflions. 
I'ol. IF. E 
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BOOK Reader, while thou art peruling this horrid account, 
X! is not thy foul filled with the fame indignation as I 
" ■' • ' ' ' experience in writing it ? Doft thou not, in imagina- 
tion, rulh with fury upon thofe infamous condud:ors ? 
Doft thou not break ihofe forks with which thefe un- 
fortunate people are confined ? and doft thou not re* 
ftore them to their liberty ? 

Great numbers of Jlaves arrive together, efpecially 
when tiiey come from diftant countries. This ar- 
rangement is necellary, in order to diminifti the ex- 
pence which is unavoidable in conducting them. The 
interval between (Hie journey and another, which by 
this fyftem of economy is already made too diftant, 
may become ftill greater by particular circumftances. 
The moft ufual are the rains, which caufe the rivers 
to overflow, and put a ftop to this trade. The feafoh 
moft favourable for travelling in the interior parts oi 
Africa, is from February to September ; and it is 
from September to March that the return of thefe 
flave traders produces the greateft plenty of this traf- 
fic on the coafts. 
Acwnntof The trade of the Europeans is carried on to the 
whe'.^' ^'O^^^ and north of the line. The firft coaft begins 
reiRn navj. at Cape Blanco : very near this are Arguin aud Por- 
f^'j""^"^( tendic. The Portuguefe difcovered them in 1444, 
a>v«. and fettled there, the next year. They were deprived 
of them in 1638 by the Dutch, who, in their turn, 
ceded them to the Englifti in 1666, from whom they 
recovered them fome months after. Lewis XIV. again 
drove them away in the beginning of 1678, and con- 
tented himfelf with having th6 works deftroyed. 
■ , At this period, Frederic William, that great elec- 
tor of Brandenburg, was meditating upon the means 
of improving his dominions, which till then had been 
. inceflantly ruined by wars, which were feldom inter- 
rupted. Some Dutch merchants, difcontented with 
' the monopoly which excluded them from the weftcm 
parts of Africa, perfuaded him to build forts in this 
jmmenfe diftrid, and to have flaves purchafed there, 
which would be fold to advantage in the New 
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World. This fcheme was thought to be lofeful, and book 
the company formed to carry it on obtained, in , ^'' , . 
1682, three fetUements on the Gold Coall, and one 
in the illand of Arguin three years afterwards. This 
new body was fucceffively ruined by the oppofitions 
of the rival nations, by the unfaithfulnefs or the in- 
experience of its agents, and by the depredations of 
the pirates. As nothing but the name of them was 
remaining, the King of Pruflia fold, in 1717, to the 
Dutch Company, pofleffions which had been long 
ufelefs to him. Thefe repubhcans had not yet taken 
polTeflion of Arguin, when it was again attacked in 
1721, and taken, by the orders of the court of Ver- 
faiUes,' who had been maintained in that conqueft bj 
the treaty of Nimeguen. The Dutch foon after plant- 
ed their flag there, but were obUged to take it down 
again in 1724. 

From that period to 1763, France remained in 
quiet pofleflion of thefe forts. The Britilh miniftry, 
who had required the facriflce of the Niger, infiftcd, 
befid..-s, that they ihould be dependent upon it. This 
pretenfion does not appear to us to be well founded. 
It is only neceffary to fee the grants made to the fo- 
cieties which have fucceflively exercifed the mono- 
poly in Senegal, to be convinced that Arguin and 
Portendic were never comprehended in their charter. 
England, however, doth not permit the French, nor 
other navigators, to approach thefe latitudes ; even 
its own fubjeifts go there no more, lince thofe pre- 
cious gums, from which they have acquired fome im- 
portance, have been conveyed by the Niger. 

This river, which Is more commonly called Sene- 
gal, is very conliderable, is reckoned by fome geo- 
graphers to have more than eight hundred leagues 
of extent. It hath been proved, that from June to 
November, it is navigable throughout a fpace of 
three hundred and twenty leagues. The bar which 
runs acrofs the mouth of the river prohibits the en- ■ 
trance of it to all fliips which draw more than eight 
Eij 
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B o o K or nine feet of water. The other ftiips are obfiged 
■ ^'' ■ to caft anchor yery near this fpot, in an exceeding 
good bottom. Their cargoes are brought to them irt 
light veffels from Fort St. Lewis, which is built in a 
fmall ifland near the fea. They confift only of the 
guVns which have been colleiSted during the year, 
and of twelve or fifteen hundred flaves. The gam? 
are fent from the left fhore, and the flaves from the 
right, which is the only one that can- be faid to be 
peopled, fince the tyrants of Morocco have extended 
their ferocious fway to thefe regions. 

Since the peace of 1763 hath alTured to Great Bri- 
tain the poffeflion of Senegal, the conqueft of whicft 
' was made by its navy during the courfe of the war, 

the French are confined to the coaft which begins at 
Cape Blanco, and terminates at the river Gambia, 
Although they have not been difturbed in the clainr 
they hate to the right of an exclufive trade through 
that immenfe fpace, yet they have fcarcely received 
annually from their fa<5lories of Zoal, Portudal, and 
Albreda, three or four hundred flaves. Goree, which 
is only a league diftant from the continent, and 
which is no more than four hundred toifes in length, 
and one hundred in breadth, is the chief of thefe 
wretched fettlements. During the hofiilities begun 
in 1756, this ifland, which hath a good harbour, and 
Avliich may be eafily defended, fell into the hands of 
the Englifti ; but the fubfeguent treaties reftored it 
to its ancient mailers. 

Till the year 1772, thU country had been open ta 
all the traders of the nation. At this period, a reft- 
lefs and turbulent man perfiiaded feme credulous 
citizens, that it would be an eafy matter to get to 
Bambouk, and to other mines of equal Wealth, An 
ignorant ad mi nifl ration encouraged the illuflon, by 
granting an exclufive privilege ; and coniiderable 
i'ums were expended in purfait of this chimerical 
profpeft. The direftion of this monopoly, two years 
after, pafled into the hands of laore priident men. 



t^CdOglc 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 69 

who confined themfelves to the purchafe of the fiaves book 
that are to be brought to Cayenne, where the Com- . ^^' , 
pany have' obtained an immenfe territory. 

The river Gambia would be navigable for the fpace 
of two hundred leagues for veflels of a confiderable 
ilze; but they all flop at the diftance of eight or ten 
leagues from the mouth of that river at Fort James, 
This fettlement, which hath been conquered, ranfom- 
ed, and pillaged, feven or eight times in the courfe of 
a century, is Htuated in an illand, which is not a mile 
in circumference. The Englifii trade annually there 
for three thoufand flaves, which come raoftly, as at 
Senegal, from very diftant and inland countries. 

The ten Cape de Verd Iflands, at no great diftance 
from the Hiores, and of which Sant Yago is the prin- 
cipal, were difcovered by the Portuguefe about the 
year 1449. This fmall Archipelago, which, though 
much divided, hilly, and not ivell watered, would b^ 
able to furnKh all the produdionsjuf the New WorM, 
fcarce fupplies fufficient fubfiftence to the few Ne- 
groes, moft of them free, who have efcaped from a 
iyftem of tyranny continued for four centuries. The 
-weight of the fetters which opprefs them was ren- 
dered ftiil more burtlenfome, when they were put 
under the power of a company whicli had the ex- 
j:lufive right both of fupplying all their wants, and 
of purcbafing the commodities they had to fell. Ac- 
-cordingly, the exports of that foil, though of tole- 
rable extent, were reduced for Europe to the plant 
known by the name of Perella, which is matle ufe 
of in dying fcarlet ; to a few oxen and mules for 
America, and for that part of Africa wh'ch is fabjetfl 
to the court of Lilbon ; to a fmall quantity of fugar, 
and to feveral pagnes of cotton. The fate of this 
unfortunate country was not to be altered. No one 
could appeal in its favour, while, from the general 
to the foldicr, from the billiop to the curate, every 
■man was in the pay of the Company, which was at 
iengib abolilhed. 

Several Portuguefe, who had gone to the Cape ^c 
E iij 
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BOOK Verd Iflands, foon arrived upon the banks of the ri-' 
. ^'' ver of Cafamane and Cacheo, and upon the largeft 
' of the BilTagos iflands. Their defcendants degene- 
rated fo much in procefs of time, that they fcarce 
differed from the natives. They have always pre- 
ferved, however, the ambition of conlidering them- 
felves as fovereigns of the country, where they had 
built three villages and two fmali forts. The rival 
nations have paid very httls refped to this preten- 
iion, and have difcontinued to trade in competition 
with the veflels arrived from the Cape de Verd 
Iflands, from the Brazils, and from Lifbon. 

Serre- Leone is not under the Britifti dominion, al- 
though the fubjeds of that power have concentrated 
almoft all the commercial tranfaifttons in two private 
faiftories, very anciently eftablilhed. ExcluAve of 
the wax, ivory and gold, which are found there, they 
Yeceive annually four or five thoufand flaves either 
from this or from^he neighbouring rivers. 

Next to this mart we meet with the Grain Coaft, 
and the Ivory Coaft, which occupy the fpace of one 
hundred and fifty leagues. Rice, ivory, and flaves, 
are purchafed there. The navigators, from tempora- 
ry fadories upon foine of thefe coafts, moll frequent- 
ly wait at anchor till the blacks come of their own 
accord, upon their canoes, to propofe the things they 
mean to barter. It is faid, that this cuftom hath been 
eftablifiied, fince repeated ads of ferocioufnefs have 
evinced the danger of difembarking. 

The Englifh fince formed a fettlement at the Cape 
of Apolonia, where the Have trade is confiderahle ; 
but they have not yet obtained an exclufive com- 
merce, which they wifljed for, and which, perhaps, 
they flattered themfelves they ftiould obtain. 

After Cape Apolonia begins the Gold Coall, which 
terminates at the river Volta. It is one hundred and 
thirty leagues in extent. As the country is divided 
into a great many fmall ftates, and as the inhabitants 
are the moft robull men of Guinea, the fadtories of 
the commercial nations of Europe have been exceed- 
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ingly multiplied here. Five of them belong to the book 
Danes ; "twelve or thirteen, of which St. George de . ^'' , 
la Mina is the capital, belong to the Dutch ; and 
the Engliih have conquered, or formed, nine or ten 
of them, the chief of which is Cape Corfo. The 
French, who faw themfeives, with regret, excluded 
from a region abounding in flaves, attempted, in 
1749, to appropriate Anamabou to themfeives. They 
were fortifying themfeives in it, with the confent of 
the natives of the country, when their workmen were 
driven away by the cannon of the (hips of Great Bri- 
tain. An able merchant, who was' then at London, 
upon the news of this outrage, exprefied his aftonifh- 
ment at a conduifl fo imprudent. Sir, faid a minifter 
to him, who was in great favour with this enlighten- 
ed people, if we were to bejufl to the French, wejbould 
not exiji thirty years longer. At this period the En- 
glish formed a firm ellabliOiment at Anamabou, and 
iince that time they have never fuffered any compe- 
titor in this important market. 

At the diftance of eight leagues from the river 
Volta is Kela, which abounds in articles of fubfift- 
ence. There it is that the navigators go to fupply 
themfeives with provifions ; and from thence it is 
that they fend their canoes, or boats, in fearch of 
proper places to eftablilh their trade in. 

The Little Popo often attrafls them. The EngUfii 
and the French frequent this latitude ; but the Por- 
tuguefe refort there in Hill greater numbers, for the 
following reafon : 

The people who formerly held the fway in Africa, 
were reduced, in procefs of time, to fuch a ftate of 
w^aknefs, that, in order to preferve the liberty of trad- , 
ing on the Gold Coaft, they agreed to pay the tenth 
of their cargoes to the Dutch. This Ihameful tribute, 
which hath always been paid regularly, was fo dif- 
advantageous to the privateers of Bahia and of Fer- 
nambucca, the only ones that frequent that coaft, 
that they agreed among themfeives, that no more 
than one vcflcl of each of thefe two provinces fiiould 
Eiiij 
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BOOK ever be in any port. The reft remain at Little Pope, 
^'' till their turn for trading comes about. 

Juida, at fourteen leagues diftance from the Little 
Pope, is famous for the number and the quality of 
the flaves which come from thence. It is open only 
to the Englifh, the French, and the Portuguefe, 
Each of thefe nations hjith a fort there, built in the 
ifland of Gregoi, two rniles from the fhore. The 
chiefe of thefe fadories undertake, every year, a jour, 
ney of thirty leagues, in order to carry to the fove- 
reign of the country prefents, which he receives, 
^nd requires as an homage. 

At the diftance of eight leagues from Juida, is Epee; 
where there arc fometimes a great many flaves, but 
moft commonly noUe. Accordingly, this harbour is 
frequently void of fliips. 

A little beyond this is Porto Novo. The trade, 
which in otljer places is fettled on the fea-coaft, is 
carried on here in the inland parts, at feven leagues 
from the Ihore. This inconvenience made it languid 
for a long time, but it is now very confiderable. The 
pilEon for the tobacco of Braiil, which is ftill more 
prevailing at this place than io any other part of the 
coaft, gives a confiderable fuperiority to the Portu- 
guefe. The Engliih arid French are obliged to forni 
their cargoes from the refufe of theirs. 

Badagry is oqly at three leagues diftance from Por- 
to Novo. ' A great many flaves are brought there. 
At the time when all nations were admitted, the na- 
vigators could only make their purchafes, and difpoffi 
of their cargoes, one after the other j but fince the 
Englifh and the Dutch are fecluded, the French 
, and the Portuguefe are allowed to trade in competi- 
tion, becaufe their merchandifes are very different. 
This is the part of the coaft the moft firequented by 
French privateers. 

Ahoni, which is feparated from Badagry by an in- 
terval uf fourteen or fifteen leagues, is fltuated in the 
iflands of.Curamo, in a difficult, marftiy, and un- 
healthy port, This mart is principally, almoft cx~ 
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clufively indeed, frequented by the Englifli, who book 
come there in large floops, and carry on their trade • , ^^ _, 
between the iflands and the neighbouring conti- 
nent. 

From the river Volta to this Archipelago, the coaft 
is jnacceQible. A fand-bank, againft which the waves 
of the fea break with great violence, obliges the na- 
vigators, who are attrafted to thefe latitudes by the 
hopes of gain, to make ufe of Indian boats, and of 
the natives of the country, to land their cargoes, and 
to bring back the goods they receive in exchange. 
Their veHels are fafely anchored upon an exceeding 
good bottom, at the difiance of three or four leagues 
from the coaft. 

The river of Benin, which abounds in ivory and 
in llaves, receives fome fhips. Its trade is fallen aU 
moft entirely into the hands of the Enghlh, The 
French and the Dutch have been difgufted with the 
charader of the natives, who are indeed lefs favage 
than tbofe of the neighbouring countries, but fo ex- 
tremely capricious, that it is never known what kind 
of raerchandife they will choofe to accept in ex- 
change. 

After Cape Formofa, are the Old and the New 
Calbary. The coaft is low, under water for fix month* 
in the year, and very unwholefome. All the water 
is tainted ; ihipwrecks are frequent there, and whole 
crews are fometimes the vidlims of the intemperance 
of the climate. Thefe various calamities have not 
been able to prevent the navigators of Great Britain 
from frequenting thefe dangerous latitudes. They 
purchafe there, every year, feven or eight thoufand 
blacks, but at a very low price. The French, who 
formerly feldom reforted to thefe marts, now begin 
to land there in greater numbers. The ihips, which 
draw above twelve feet water, are obliged to caft an- 
chor near the ifland of Panis, where the chief of thefo 
barbarous countries refides, and where he hath drawn 
a confiderable trade. 

Trade is much more briik on the Gabon. This is 



t,L.ooglc 



74 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND. 'TRADE 

■ o o K a large river, which waters an immenfe plain, and 
. ^'- ^ which, together with feveral other lefs confiderable 
rivers, forms a multitude of iflands, more or lefs cx- 
tenfive, which are each of them governed by a fe- 
parate chief. There is fcarce any country more plen- 
tiful, more funk under water, or more unwholefome. 
The French, more volatile than enterprifing, feldom 
go there, notwith (landing their wants. The Portu- 
guefe of Prince's and St. Thomas's Iflands fend only 
a few floops. The Dutch export from thence ivory, 
wax, and woods for dyeing. The Englifh buy up al- 
moft all the Daves which the petty nations, that are 
perpetually intent upon each other's deflruftion, make 
of the prifoners taken on both lides, in the wars car<- 
ried on between them. There is no confiderable (ta- 
ple where the extihanges are made. The Europeans 
are obliged to penetrate, with their boats, to the ex- 
tent (jf fifty or fixty leagues, in thefe infedious mo- 
rafles. This cuftom prolongs the trade exceflively, 
it is deftruftive to an infinite number of failors, and 
occafions fome murders. Thefe calamities would 
eeafe, if a general mart were eftabliihed in Parrot 
Ifland, fituated at the diftance of ten leagues from 
the mouth of the Gabon, and where fhips of a to- 
lerable fize can land. The Englifh attempted it, un-, 
doubtedly with a view of fortifying themfelves there, 
and in hopes of obtaining an exclufive trade. Their 
agent was murdered in 1769, and matters have re- ^ 
mained as they were before. 

It muft be obferved, that the flaves which come 
from Benin, from Calbary, and from Gabon, are very 
inferior to thofe which are bought elfewhere. They 
are therefore fold as much as pofiible to the foreign 
colonies by the Engliih, who frequent thefe indiffe- 
rent markets more than any other nation. Such is 
the flate of things to the north of the line. 

On the fouth, the marlfets are much lefs numerous, 
but generally more confiderable. The firft that pre- 
fents itfelf, after Cape de Lopo, is Mayumba. Till 
the fhips arrive at this harbour, the fea is too rough 
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to admit approaching the land. A bay, which is two book 
leagues over at its mouth, and one league in depth, , ^'' 
affords a fafe afylum to the vefTels that are impeded 
by the calms and the currents, which are frequent in 
tliofe latitudes. The landing is eafy near a river. 
It may be imagined, that the deferts of a climate, 
too full of morafles, hath been the only reafon that 
hath kept the Europeans, and confequently the Afri- 
cans, away. If from time to time a few captives are 
fold there, they are purchafed by the Englifh and 
by the Dutch, who go there regularly to take in car- 
goes of a kind of red wood, that is employed in 
dyeing. 

At Cape Segundo is found another bay, which is 
very healthy, more fpacious,.and more commodious, 
than even that of Mayuinba, and in which water 
and wood may be obtained with eafe and fecurity. 
All thefe advantages muft undoubtedly have drawn 
a confiderable trade there, if the time and the ex- 
pences which are requilite to reach to the extremity 
of a long flip of land, had not difgufted the Have 
merchants of it. 

They have preferred Loango, where they anchor 
at eight or nine toifes diftance from the river, in three 
or four fathom w^ter, upon a muddy bottom. Such 
is the agitation of the fea, that it is impoffible to land 
on the coaft, except upon Indian boats. The Euro- 
pean fadories are at a league's diftance from the town, 
upon an eminence, which is confidered as very un- 
wholefome. This is the reafon why, notwithftanding 
the blacks are cheaper there than any where elfe, 
and the natives are lefs difficult about the quality of 
the merchandife, yet the navigators feldom land at 
Loango, except when the competition is loo great in 
the other ports. 

At Molembo, the veffels are obliged to flop at one 
league's diftance from the Ihore; and the boats, in 
order to land, muft clear a bar that is rather dan- 
gerous. Th&tranfadtionS are carried on upon a very 
figreeable mountain, but very difficult of accefs. The 
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BOO Kflaves are here in greater number, and of fupcrior 
. ' . quality to thole upon the reft of the coaft. 

The bay of Gabinda is fafe and commodious. The 
fea is fmooth enough to admit of refitting the Tefiets 
in cafe of neceiEty. Anchor is call at the foot of 
the houfes, and the bulinefs is tranfafted at the di- 
flancc of one hundred and fifty paces from the 
ihore. 

It hath long been faid, and it cannot be too often 
repeated, that the climate is exceedingly deftruftivc 
in thefe three ports, and efpecially at Loango. Let 
us endeavour to find out the reafons of this calamity, 
and let us fee whether it may not be remedied. 

The grafs which grows on the coaft is almoft always 
four or live feet high, and receives abundant dews 
during the night. The Europeans who crols thefe 
fields in the morning, are feized with violent, and 
frequently fatal colics, unlefs the natural heat of the 
jnteftines, which are probably chilled by the impref- 
fion of this dew, be reftored without delay by brandy. 
Would not this danger be avoided, by keeping away 
from this grafs till the fuo ihould have diffipated the 
kind of venom that had fallen upon it ? 

The fea is unwholefome in thefe latitudes, its 
waves, of a ycllowiih call, and which are covered 
with whales blubber, muft obftruia the pores of the 
ikin in thofe who batfae in it, and check their per- ■ 
fpiration. This is probably the caufe of the burning 
fevers which carry off fuch a prodigious number of 
faibrs. In order to prevent the£e deftrudire mala- 
dies, it would perhaps be fufficient to employ the 
natives of the country in all the fervices that cannot 
be done without entering into the water. 

In that country, the days are exceffively hot, the 
nights damp and cold« which is a dangerous alterna- 
tive. The inconveniences of it might be avoided by 
lighting fires in the bedchambers. This precaution 
would make the two extremes lefs fenfible, and would, 
produce the necefTary degree of temperature for a 
man who is alleep, and who cannot put on additional 
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Coverings in proportion as the cold of the night in-a.O K 
creafes. . ^'' . 

Inadion and Wearifomenefs are fatal to the crews 
of Ihips that are commonly detained four or firs 
ftionths on the coaft. This double inconTeoience 
would be temoved, if a third of them were conftantly 
employed alternately on land, in thofe trifling labours 
which are improperly thrown upon the Negroes, and 
which would occupy without fatiguing them. 

It will perhaps be faid, that we aje for ever attend- 
ing to the prefervation of man. But what objetft is 
there which ought more ferioufly to engage our 
thoughts ? Is it gold, or filver, or precious ftones ? 
Some perfon' of an atrocious difpolition might ima- 
gine It. Should he dare to avow fucb a fentim^it in 
■ my prefence, I would fay to him, I know not who 
thou art ; but nature had formed thee to be a defpot, 
a conqueror, or an executioner ; for Ihe hath divefted 
thee c^ all kind of benevolence towards thy fellow 
creature. If we Ihould happen to miftake with re- 
gard to the means we propofe for their prefervation, 
we (hall be happy to find them cenfured, and to have 
Ibme more effeiftual means fuggefted. 

Our confidence, however, in the advice we have 
juft been giving, is the more confirmed, as it is found- 
ed upon experiments made by one of the moft in- 
telligent feamen we have ever known. This able ' 
man loft only one failor during a twelvemonth's ftay 
at Loango itfelf ; and even that failor had infringed 
the orders that were given. 

A very fmgular cuftom is generally obferved in the 
country of Angola ; and the people are equally ig- 
norant of its origin and of its tendency. The king* 
of thotc provinces are not allowed to have io their 
polTeflion, nor even to touch, any European goods, 
except metals, arms, and carved wood or ivory. Ic 
is probable that fame of their predeccflbrs. have fub- 
mitted to this felf-denial, in order to diminifK the in- 
ordinate defire of their fubjedls for foreign merchan- 
A'lia. If tliis was the motive of that inftitutioo, tfas 
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BOOK fuccefs hath not anfwered the expedation. The low- 
^ ' . ell clafles of men intoxicate themfelves with our li- . 
quors whenever they have the means of purchafing 
them ; and the wealthy, the great, and feven the 
minifters, generally clothe therafelves with our linens 
and our fluffs. They take care only to quit thefe 
drefles when they go to court, where it is not allowed 
to difplay a luxury prohibited to the dcfpot alone. 

There is no other landing place from the laft port 
we have mentioned till we come to the Zaire. The 
river Ambris is at no great dillance from this ; it re- 
^ ' ceives a few fmall vellels fent from Europe itfelf. 
More coniiderable fhips, which arrive at Loaogo, at 
Molembo, and at Gabiifda, likewife fend fome boats 
there occafionally to trade for Negroes, and to Ihort- 
en their ftay on the coaft ; but the traders who are 
fettled there do not always allow this competition. 

Thefe dliSculties are not to be apprehended at 
Moffula, where no fliips can enter. The Englifh, 
the French, and the Dutch, who carry on their trade 
in the moll important harbours, fend their Hoops free- 
ly there, which feldom return without a few flaves, 
purchafed at a more rcafonable price than in the 
larger markets. 

After Moffula, the Portuguefe poffeffions begin, 
which extend along the coaft from the eighth to the 
' eighteenth degree of fouth latitude, and fometimes 

as far as a hundred leagues, in the inland parts. This 
great fpace is divided into many provinces, the fe- 
veral diftriQs of which are governed by chiefs, who 
ate all tributary to Lilbon.. Seven or eight feeble 
corps, of ten or twelve foldiers each, are fufficient to 
keep thefe people in fubjeftion. Thefe Negroes are 
fuppofed to be free, but the flighteft mifdemeanoiir 
plunges them into fervitude. Plentiful mines of iron, 
fuperior in quality to any that has been found in any 
other part of the globe, have been difcovered a few 
years fince in the midft of thefe forefts, in a place 
which hath been called the New Oeiras. The Count 
de Souza, at that time governor of this diftriifl, and 
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at prefent ambaOador at the court of Spain, caufed book 
them to be worked ; but they have been forfaken ■ ^'' , . 
lince the mother countrr hath pa&d from the yoke 
of tyranny under that of fuperftition. This a&ivc 
commaudant likewife extended the frontiers of the 
empire under his command. His ambition was, to 
reach as &r as the rich mines of Monomotapa, and 
t6 pave the way for his fucceffors to purfue their con- 
quefts as far as the territory which his nation is in 
pofleffion of in the Mozambique. 
- We leave it to others to judge of the poffibility or 
the fancifulnefs, the inutihty or the importance, of 
this communication. We will only obferve, that the 
firft Portuguefe fectlement, near the ocean, is Bamba; 
the chief bulinefs of which coniifls in fumifliing the 
woods which may be wanted at- St. Paul de Loanda. 

This capital of the Portuguefe fettlements in Africa 
hath a tolerably good harbour. It is formed by a 
fandy iQand, and protedted at its entrance, which is 
very narrow, by regular fortifications, and defended 
by a garrifon, which would be fufficient, did it not 
. confift of officers and foldiers, moll of whom are brand- 
ed by the laws, or are at leaft exiles. The popula- 
tion of the town confifts of feven or eight hundred 
white men, and of about three thoufand Negroes, or 
free Mulatioes. 

St. Philip de Bengucla, which belongs to the fame * 

nation, hath but one harbour, where the fea is often 
very rough- The town, much iefs confiderable than 
St. Paul, is covered by an indifferent fort, which 
would eafily be reduced to aflies by the guns of the 
ihips. No very obftinate refiftance would be made 
by two or three hundred Africans who guard, and 
who, even at St. Paul's, are mod of them diftributed 
in poAs, at fome diftance from one another. 

At ten leagues beyond St. Philips, we find another 

Portuguefe fettlement, where numerous flocks are 

bred, and where the fait is gathered that is neceffary 

for the people fubjedl to that crown. The fettle- 

4 - 
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s o o K mcnts and the trade of the Europeans do not extend 
. ^'- upon the weftern coaft of Africa. 

• The Portuguefe veflels which frequent thefe lati- 

tudes all repair to St. Paul's or to St. Philip's. They 
purchafe a greater number of flaves in the firll of 
theie markets, and in the latter, flaves that are more 
robuft. Thefe fliipe are not in general difpatched 
from the mother-countrj, but from the Brazils, and 
■Imoft foiely from Rio de Janeiro. As the Portuguefe 
have an exclufive privilege, they pay lefs for thele 
unfortunate blacks thati they are fold for any where 
elfe. It is with tobacco, and with cowries, which 
they get upon the fpot itfelf, as well as the tobacco, 
that they pay upon the Gold Coatt ; and upon the 
coaft of Angola they give in exchange fome tobacco, 
rums, and coarfe linens, 
tairtuit In the early times, after the difcovcry of the 
whMijnct weftem Africa, the popularion of that immenfe por- 
■^*'* tion of the globe did not fcnfibly decreafe. Its in- 
AuMlife, habitants were not at that time employed ; but, in 
mM^ proportion as the conquefts and the cultivations were 
cUfel uicreafed in America, more flaves were required ; 
this want hath gradually increafed ; and fince the 
peace of 1763, eighty thoufand of thefe wretched in- 
habitants have been carried off from Guinea every 
year ; thefe unfortunate men have not all arrived in . 
the New World. According to the natural courfe of 
things, about one eighth part of them muft have pe- 
fiihed in the paflage. Two thirds of thefe deplorable 
■victims of our avarice have come from the north, and 
the remainder from the fouth of the line. 

They were originally purchafed every where at a 
veiy cheap rate. Their value hath gradually in- 
creafed, and in a more remarkable manner, during 
the couife of the laft fifteen years. In 1 77 7, a French 
merchant fent to purchafe one hundred and fifty of 
them at Molembo, which coft him, one with ano- 
ther, 583 livres 18 fols lo deniers [about 34I. 69. 
5-£d.], befide the expences of fitting out. At th» 
3 
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fame period be fent for 521 at Porto Novo, which he oh- book 
tainedfor46o]ivresiodeQiers[ahout 19I. 33.444.]. ■ 

This difference in the price, which may be confi- ■ 
dercd as habitual, is not to be attributed to the infe- 
riority of the flaves from the north ; they are, on the 
contrary, itronger, more laborioiM, and more intelli- 
gent, than thofe from the fouth ; but the coaft from 
which they are brought is lefs convenient and more 
dangerous ; they are not always to be found there, 
and the privateer runs the rilk of lofing the profits of 
the voyage ; it is neceflary to put in at Prince's, and . 
St. Thomas's Iflands, in order to procure water for 
them ; befides, that feveral of them perilh in the 
paflage, which is delayed by contrary winds, calms, 
and currents ; and that their difpoficion inchnes them 
to defpair and to rebellion. All thefe reafons muft 
render them cheaper in Africa, though they be fold 
for focoething more in the New World. 

Suppofing that fourfcore thoufand blacks have been 
purchafed in 1777, and ^11 of them at the prices we 
have mentioned, the amount of the whole will be 
41,759,333 livres 6 fols 8 deniers [about 1,739,9701. 
4s. St^.], which the African coafts will have obtain- 
ed for the moft horrid of all facrifices. 

The flave merchant doth not receive this entire 
fum. Part of it is abforbed by the taxes required by 
the fovereigns of the ports in which the trade is car- 
ried on. An agent of the government, whofe bufi- 
nefs it is to maintain order, hath likewife his de- 
mands. Intermediate perfons are employed between 
the buyer and the feller, whofe interpofition ' is be- 
come dearer, in proportion to the increafe of the com- 
petition between the European navigators, and to 
the diminution of the number of the blacks. Thefe 
expences, foreign to the trade, are not exadly the 
fame in all the markets ; but they do not experience 
any important variations, and arc too conliderable * ' 
every where. 

Thefe Haves are not paid for with metals, but with 
our produftions, and with our merchandife. All na- 
Volir. ■ F 
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BOOK tions, except the Portuguefe, give nearly things of 
. ^'' . the fame value. They confift of broad fwords, fire- 
locks, gunpowder, iron, brandy, toys, carpets, glafs, 
woollen fluffs, and efpecially Eaft India linens, or fuch 
as are manufadlured and printed in imitation of them 
in Europe. The people to the north of the line have 
adopted for their coin a fmall white ihell, which we 
bring to them from the Maldives. The trade of the , 
Europeans, on the fouth of the line, hath not thia 
objed of exchange. The coin is reprefented there 
^ by a fmall piece of ftraw fluff, eighteen inches in 
length, and twelve in breadth, which is current for 
5 fols [24.d.] of France. 
who«« The European nations have thought that it would 
wbo^?^ be of ufe to their trade to have fettlements in the 
duicdaTcu weftern part of Africa. The Portuguefe, who, ac- 
cording to the generally received opinion, arrived 
there the firft, carried on the itave trade for a long 
while without any competitors, becaufe they alone 
had eftablifhed cultures in America. From a con- 
currence of unfortunate circuraftances, they were fub- 
dued by Spain, and attacked in every part of the 
world by the Dutch, who had difengaged themfelves 
froni the fetters under which they were oppreffed. 
The new republicans triumphed, without any extra- 
ordinary exertions, over an enllaved people, and more 
efpecially on the coaft of Guinea, where no means of 
defence had been prepared. But no fooner had the 
court of Lifbon recovered their independency, than 
they were delirous of reconquering thofe poffelEons, 
of which they had been deprived during their ftate 
qf flavery. Their navigators were encouraged by 
their fucceffes in the Brazils to fail towards Africa. 
Though they did not fucceed in reftoring to their 
country all its ancient rights, they recovered at leaft, 
in 1648, the country of Angola, which hath remain- 
ed ever fince under its dominion. A few iflands, 
more or lefs confiderable, in thefe immenfe feas, be- 
long likewife to Portugal. Such are the remains of 
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the empire which the court of Lifbon had eftabliflied, book. 
and which extended from Ceuta to the Red Sea. . ' ^ 

The Dutch gave up their fiiare of thefe rich fpoils 
to the W^eft India Company, who had feized upon 
them. This monopoUzing company built forts, levied 
taxies, took upon themfelves the fettling of all dif- 
putes, ventured to punifli any perfon with death 
whom they judged to adl contrary to their intereft ; 
and even went fo far as to conlider as enemies all the 
European navigators whom they found irt thefe lati- 
tudes, the exclufive trade of which they claimed to 
themfelves. This condmS fo totally ruined this char- 
tered body, that, in 1730, they were obliged to give 
up the expeditions which they had hitherto carried 
on without competition. They only referved to them- 
felves the property of the forts, the defence and the 
maintenance of which colls them annually 280,000 
florins, or 616,000 livres [25,6661. 13s. 4d.j. They 
fend a ftiip every year to viiflual thefe forts, unlefs 
they can prevail upon the merchantmen, who fre- 
quent thofe latitudes, to convey provilions to them at 
a moderate freight. They fometimes even make ufe 
of the right they have referved to themfelves of fend- 
ing twelve foldiers upon every fhip, by paying ftvcn- 
ty-nine livres four fols [3I. 6d.] for the paflage, and 
for the fubfiftence of each. 

The direiftors of the feveral faftories are allowed to 
purchafe flaves, upon giving forty-four livres [il. i6s. 
8d.] a head to the companies on which they depend ; 
but they are obliged to fell them in Africa itfelf, and 
are forbidden by the laws to fend them on their own 
account to the New World. 

Thefe regions are open at prefent to all the fub- 
je£ts of the republic. Their obligations to the Com- 
pany confift only in paying 46 livres 14 fols [2I. los. 
7d.] to it, for every ton which is contained in the 
veffel, and three percent, for all the provilions which 
they bring back from America to Europe. 

In the firll beginning of their liberty, the trade of 
gold, ivory, was, red wood, and of that fpccies of 
Fij 
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BOOK pepper known by the name of Malaguette, employed 
'''■ feveral veffels. None are fitted out at prefent for 
' — '*"' thele objedls, portions of which are, put upon the 
ihips that are feiit to purchafe Negroes. 

The number of thefe veflels, which are moftly of 
two hundred tons burden, and the crews of which 
confifted of twenty-eight, and as far as thirty-fix 
men, formerly amounted annually to twenty-five or 
thirty, which traded for fix or feven thoufand flaves. 
This number is confiderably diminifiied, fince the 
lowering of the coffee hath difabled the colonies from 
paying for thofe cargoes. The province of Holland 
hath fome ftiare in this fliameful traffic, but it is 
chiefly carried on by the province of Zeeland. 

The deplorable vidims of this barbarous avidity 
are difperfed in ttie feveral fettlements which the 
United Provinces have formed in the iflands, or on 
the American^continent. They ought to be expofcd 
to public view, and fold feparately, but this rule is 
not always adhered to ; it even frequently happens, 
that a privateer, at the time of the fale, agrees for 
the price for which he will fell the Haves at the next 
voyage. 

In 1552. the Englifli flag appeared, for the firil 
time, on the weftern coafts of Africa. The mer- 
" chants who traded there formed an affociation thirty- 
eight years after, to which, according to the general 
cuftom of thofe limes, an exclufive charter was grant- 
ed. This fociety, and thofe that followed it, had 
their veflels often confifcated by the Portugucfe, and 
/ afterwards by the Dutch, who pretended that they 

were the fovereigns of thofe countries ; but the peace 
of Breda at length put a perpetual flop to thefe 
tyrannical perfecutions. 

The Englifli iflands in the New World began, at 
that time, to require a great number of flaves for the 
cultivation of their lands. This was an infallible 
fource of profperity for thd" companies whofe bufinefs. 
it was to furnifli thefe planters ; and yet thefe com- 
panies, which fucceeded each other with great rapi- 
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dity, were all ruined j and retarded, by their Indo- book 
lence, or by their diihonefty, the improvement of the , , * ,_,. 
colonies, from which the nation had expeded to reap 
fuch confiderable advantages. 

Public indignation againll fuch mifcondud; mani- 
felled itfelf, in 1697, in fo violent a manner, as to 
compel government to allow individuals to frequent , . 

the weftern part of Africa ; but upon condition that 
they ihould give ten per cent, to the monopoly for 
the maintenance of the forts built in thofe regions. ' 
The privilege itfelf was afterwards abolifhed. This 
trade hath been open fince 1749 to all the Englifli 
navigators without any expence, and the treafury 
hath taken upon itfelf the expences of Sovereignty. 

Since the peace of 1763, Great Britain hath fent 
annually to the coail of Guinea 195 vefTels, confift- 
ing, coUedlively, of twenty-three thoufand tons, and 
feven or eight thoufand men. Rather more than 
half this number have been difpatched from Liver- 
pool ; and the remainder from London, Briftol, and 
Lancafter. They have traded for forty thoufand 
flaves ; the greateft part of which have been fold in 
the Englilh Weft India illands, and in North Ame- 
rica. Thofe that were not difpofed of in thefe mar- 
kets, have been either fraudulently or publicly in- 
troduced in the colonies belonging to other nations. 

This confiderable trade hath not been conduced 
upon uniform pTinciples. The part of the coaft which 
begins at Cape Blanco, and ends at Cape Rouge, was 
put under the immediate infpedlion of the miniftry 
in 1765. From that period to 1778, the civil and 
military expences of this fettlement h^ve amounted 
to 4,050,000 livres [168,7501.] : a fum.^vhich the na- 
tion have confidered as inadequate to the advantages 
they have acquired from it. 

A committee, chofen by the merchants themfelves, 
and confifting of nine deputies, three from Liverpool, 
three from London, and three from Briftol, are to take 
care of the fettlements which are formed between 
Cape Rouge and the line. Though parliament have 
Fiij 
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BOOK annually granted four or five hundred thoufand livres 

. ^^ _^ [from i6,666I. 13s. 4d. to 20,833!. 6s. 8d.] for the 

' maintenance of thefe fmall forts, moft of them are in 

a ruinous condition ; but they are protefted by the 

difficulty of landing. 

The EngliQi have no fadory upon the remaining 
part of the weft of Africa. Every trader reforts to 
them in the manner he thinks the moft fuitable to his 
intereft, without reftraint, and without any particular 
protedlion. As the competition is greater in thefe 
ports than in the others, the navigators of the nation 
have gradually forfaken them, and they fcarce deal 
annually for two thoufand flaves, in markets where 
they formerly purchafed twelve or fifteen thoufand. 

It can fcarce he doubted that the French appeared 
on thofe favage coafts before their rivals ; but they 
eiKircly loft fight of them till the year 1621, when 
their flag began again to appear there. The fettle- 
ment which they formed at that period in Senegal, 
acquired, in 1678, fame increafe from the terror 
Avhich the Tiftorious arms of Lewis XIV. had infpir- 
ed. This rifmg power became the prey of a for- 
midable enemy under the reign of his fucceflbr. 
Other fadlories, fucceflively formed, and become ufe, 
lefs in the hands of a monopoly, had already been 
forfaken. Accordingly, for want of fettlements, the 
trade of that country hath always been infuflScient 
for its rich colonies. In its greateft profperity, it hath 
never furniftied them more than thirteen or fourteea 
thoufand flaves annually. 

The Danes fettled above a century ago in thofe 
countries. An exclufive company exercifed its pri- 
vileges there wrth that degree of barbarity, of whicb 
the more poliftied countries of Europe have fo often 
fet the example in thofe unfortunate climates. Only 
one of its agents had the courage to forego thefe 
atrocious proceedings, which, from habit, they had 
confidered as legal. Such was his reputation for his 
goodnefs, and fuch the confidence repofed in his in- 
tegrity, that the Negroes ufed to come from the 
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^ftance of a hundred leagues to fee him. The fove- book 
reign of a diftant country fent his daughter to him ^'' . 
with gold and flaves, to obtain a grandfon of SchiU 
derop's, which was the name of this European fo 
much revered upon all the coafts of Nigritia. O 
Virtue ! thou doft ftill exift in the hearts of thofe mi- 
fcrable people, who are condemned to live among 
tigers, or to groan under the tyranny of man I They 
are then capable of feeling the delightful attradlions 
of benevolent humanity ! Juft and magnanimous 
Dane I What monarch ever received an homage fo 
pure and fo glorious as that which thy nation hath 
fccn thee enjoy ! And in what countries ? On a fea, 
and on a land, which hath been contaminated for 
three centuries paft with an infamous traific, of crimes 
and misfortunes, of men exchanged for arms, of chil- 
dren fold by their fathers I We have not tears fuffi- 
cient to deplore fuch horrors, and thofe tears would 
be unavailing ! 

In 1754, the trade of Guinea was opened to all ci- 
tizens, upon condition of paying twelve livres [los,] 
to the treafury for every Negro which they fliould 
introduce into the Daniih iflands in the New World. 
This liberty did not extend, communibus amtis, beyond 
the purchafe of five hundred flaves. Such a degree 
of indolence determined government to lifteo, In 
1765, to the propofals of a foreigner, who offered to 
give a proper degree of extenfion to this vQe com- 
merce, and the tax impofed upon it was taken off. 
This new experiment was entirely unfuccefsful, be- 
caufe the author of the projeil was never able to col- 
left more than 170,000 crowns [21,250!.] for the exe- 
cution of his enterprifes; and in 1776, the fyftem 
which had been given up eleven years before, was 
leaflTumed. 

Chriftianfljourg and Fredericfbourg are the only 
factories which are in fome degree fortified ; the 
others are only plain lodges. The crown maintains, 
in the five fettlements, fixty-two men, fome of whom 
are Negroes, for the fum of 53,160 livres [221 5I.]. 
Fiiij 
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B o o K Jf the magazines were properly fupplied, it Would 
■ ^' _f be eafy to treat every year tor two thoufand flaves ; 
only two hundred are purchafed in the prefent ftate 
of things, moft of which are given up to foreign na- 
tions, becaufe no Danifh navigators appear to carry 
them off. 

It cannot be eafily forefeen what maxims Spain 
will adopt in the connexions flie is going to form in 
Africa. This crown hath fucceffively received Haves, 
fometiraes openly, and fomctiraes fraudulently, from 
the Genoefe, from the Portuguefe, from the French, 
and from the Etiglilh. In order to emerge from this 
ftate of dependence, it hath caufed to be ceded, by 
the treaties of 1777 and of 1778, by the court ofLif- 
bon, the iHands of Annabona, and of Fernando del 
Fo, both fituated very near the line, the one to the 
fouth, and the other to the north. The former hath 
only one very dangerous harbour, too httle water to 
contain Ihips, and is fix miles in circumference. The 
greateft part of this fpace is occupied by two high 
mountains. The thick clouds with which they are 
almoll conllantly covered, keep the valleys in that 
ftate of moifl:ure which would render them fufceptl- 
ble of cultivation. A few hundred Negroes are feen 
here, whofe labours furnifh a fmall number of white 
' men with a great abundance of hogs, goats, and poul- 
try. The fale of a fmall quantity of cotton fupplies 
them with their other wants, which are enclofed in 
a very narrow compafs. The fecond acquilition is of 
lefs intrinfic value, as it hath no kind of harbour, and 
as its inhabitants are very ferocious ! but its proximi- 
ty to Calbari and to Gabon, renders it more proper for 
the purpofe which hath didated the acquiring of it. 

Let not, however, the Spanifti miniftry imagine, that 
it is fufficient to have feme poflelfions in Guinea, in 
order to procure flaves. Such was, indeed, the ori- 
gin of this infamous traffic. At that time, every Eu- 
ropean nation had only to fortify its faftories, in cr- 
uder to drive away fl:rangers, and to oblige the natives 
to fell to no other traders except their own. But 
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wheo thefe fmall diftrifls have had no more flaves to B o o k 
deliver, the trade hath languifhed, bccaufe the peo- , ^^' ^ 
pie of the inland countries have preferred the free 
ports, where they might choofe their purchafers. The 
advantage of thefe eftablifliments, formed at fo much 
expence, was loft, when the objeift of their commerce 
was exhaufted. 

The difficulty of procuring Ilavcs naturally points Methods 
out the neceffity of employing fmall fliips for carrying J^"^"^ 
them oiF. At a time when a fmall territory,' adjacent ch»fe. in 
to the coaft, furniflied in a fortnight or three weeks J^^^^^^'^j 
a whole cargo, it was prudent to employ large veflels, in the faie 
becaufe there was a poflibility of underilanding, look- Rcfltaillni 
ing after, and encouraging the flaves, who all fpoke "po" >*"• 
the fame language. At prefent, when each fliip can " '' ' 
fcarce procure fixty or eighty flaves a month, brought 
from the difl:ance of two or three hundred leagues, 
exhaufted by the fatigues of a long journey, obliged 
to remain on board the veflels they are embarked 
upon, five or fix months, in fight of their country, 
having all different idioms, uncertain of the deftiny 
that awaits them, ftruck with the prepofleflion that 
the Europeans eat them and drink their blood; their 
extreme uneafinefs alone deftroys them, or occafions 
diforders which become contagious, by the impoflibi- 
lity of feparating the fick from the healthy. A fmall 
ftiip deflined to carry two or three hundred Negroes, 
by means of the fliort ftay it makes on the coafl. 
avoids half the accidents and lofies to which a fhip, 
capable of holding five or fix hundred flaves, is ex- 
pofed. ' 

There are other abufes, and thofe of the utmoft 
confequeace, to be reformed in this voyage, which is 
naturally unhealthy. Thofe who engage in it com- 
monly fall into two great miftakes. Dupes to a mer- 
cenary difpofition, the privateers pay more regard to 
the quantity of ftowage than to the difpatch of their 
veflels ; a circumftance that neceflarily prolongs the 
voyage, which every thing IhoUld induce them to 
fliorten. Another inconvenience ftill more dangerous 
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B o o K is, the cullom they have of falling from Europe at all 
■ ^' . times ; though the regularity of the winds and the 
currents hath determined the moft proper feafon for 
arriving in thefe latitudes. 

This bad pradtice hath given rife to the diftinftion 
of the great and little voyage. The little voyage is 
the ftraighteft and the fliorteft. It is no more than 
eighteen hundred leagues to the moft diftant ports 
where there are flaves. It may be performed in thirty- 
five or forty days, from the beginning of September 
to the end of November ; becaufe, froVn the time of 
fetting out to the time of arrival, the winds and the 
currents are favourable. It is even poffible to attempt 
it in December, Jailuary, and February, but with 
lefs fecurity and fuccefs. 

Sailing is no longer prafticable in thefe latitudes, 
from the beginning of March to the end of Augull. 
The ihips would have continually to ftruggle againll 
the violent currents which run northward, and againit 
the fouth-eaft wind, which conftantly blows. Ex- 
perience hath taught navigators, that during this fea- 
fon, they muft keep at a diftance from the Ihore, get 
into the open fea, fail towards the fouth as far a& 
twenty-fix or twenty-eight degrees betwixt Africa 
and Brazil, and afterwards draw gradually nearer and 
nearer to Guinea, in order to land at a hundred and 
fifty or two hundred leagues to windward of the port 
where they are to difembark. This route is two thou- 
fand five hundred leagues, and requires ninety or a 
hundred days fail. 

This great route, independent of its length, 'de- 
prives them of the moft favourable time for trade, 
and for returning. ' The (hips meet with calms, are 
thwarted by winds, and carried away by currents; 
water fails them, the provifions are fpoiled, and the 
flaves are feized with the fcurvy. Other calamities, not 
lefs fatal, often increafe the danger of this fituation. 
The Negroes to the north of the line are fnbjeft to 
the fmall-pox, which, by a Angularity very diftrefling, 
£eldom breaks out among this people till after the age 
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of fourteen. If this contagious diftemper Ihould af*B o o K 
feiS a fliip which is at her moorings, there are feverai ^ • 

Itnown methods to leffen its violence. But a ihip at- 
tacked by it, while on its paflage to America, often 
lofes the whole cargo of flaves. Thofe who are born 
to the fouth of the line efcape this difeafe by another, 
which is a kind of virulent ulcer, the malignity of 
which is more violent and more irritable on the fea, 
and which is never radically cured.' Phyficians ought, 
perhaps, to obferve this double effpdl of the fmall-pox 
amoDg the Negroes, which is, that it favours thofe 
who are born beyond the equator, and never attacks 
the others in their infancy. The number and variety 
of effeifts fometimes alTord occafion for the inveftiga- 
tion of the caufes of diforders, and for the difcovery 
of remedies proper for them. 

Though all the nations concerned in the African 
trade be equally int^refted in preferving the flaves in 
■ their paflage, they do. not all attend to this with the 
fame care. They all feed them with beans mixed 
with a fmftU quantity of rice ; but they differ i n other 
lefpefls in their manner of treating them. The En- 
gUfti, Dutch, and Danes, keep the men conftantly in 
irons, and frequently hand-cuff" the women : the fmall 
number of hands they have on board their fljips 
obUges them to this feverity. The French, who have 
great numbers, allow them more liberty; three or 
four days after their departure they take off" all their 
fetters. All thefe nations, efp^cially the Englilh, 
are too negligent with regard to the intercourfe be- 
tween the failors with the women flaves. This irre- 
gularity occafions the death of three-fourths of thofe 
whom the Guinea voyage deftroys every year. None ■ 
but the Portuguefe, during their paflage, are fecured 
againfl revolts and other calamities. This advantage 
is a confequence of the care they take, to man their 
veflels only with the Negroes to whom they have 
given their freedom. The flaves, encouraged by the 
converfation and condition of their countrymen, fwm 
)} tolerably favograble idea of the defliny that awaits 
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BOOK them. The quietnefs of their behaviour induces the 
. ^^ Portuguefe to grant the two fexes the happinefs of 
living together; an indulgence which, if allowed in 
other veflels, Would be produdUve of the greateft in- 
conveniences. 

The fale of flaves is not carried on in the fame man- 
ner throughout all America. The Englifh, who have 
prohiifcuouily bought up whatever prefented itfelf in 
the general market, fell their cargo by wholefale. 
A fingle merchant buys it entire ; and the planters 
parcel it out. What they rejed is fent into foreign 
Colonies, either by fmuggUng, or with permiffion. 
The clieapnel's of a Negrois a greater objed to the 
buyer to induce him to pnrchafe, than the badnefs 
of his conftitution is to deter him from it. Thefc 
traders will one day be convinced of the abfurdity 
of fuch a conduft. 

The Portuguefe, Dutch, French, and Danes, who 
have no way of difpofing of the infirm and weakly 
flaves, never take charge of any of them in Guinea. 
Tliey all divide their cargoes, according to the de- 
mands of the proprietors of plantations. The bar- 
gain is made for ready money, or for credit, accord- 
ing as circumftances vary. 
wrttcUd In America it is generally beheved and afferted, 
of^in^ei*^^* the Africans are equally incapable of reafonand 
a.of virtue. The following well- authenticated fad will 
enable us to judge of this opinion.. 

An Engtilh fliip, that traded in Guinea in 1752. . 
was obliged to leave the furgeon behind, whofe bad 
flate of health did not permit him to continue at fea. 
Murray, for that was his name, was there, endea- 
vouring to recover his health, when a Dutch veflel 
drew near the coaft, put the blacks in irons, whom 
curiofity had brought to the ftiore, and inftantly fail- 
ed off with the booty. 

Thofe who interefted themfelves for thefe unhap- 
py people, incenfed at fo bafe a treachery, inftantly 
ran to Cudjoc, who flopped them at his door, and 
aflced them what they were in fearch of ? Tbe white 
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maa who is with you, replied they, who Jhould be put toBO o k 
death, becaufe bis brethren have carried off ours. The . ^'' . 
Europeans, anfwered the generous hoft, wbo have car- 
ried off our countrymen, are barbarians ; kill tber/t ivben- 
ever you canjind tbem. But he wbo lodges with me if 
a good man, be is my friend ; my houfe is bisforlrefs ; I 
am bit Jbldier, and I "will defend bim. Before you can 
get at bim, yotijball pafs over me. my friends, what 
jufi man would ever enter my doors, if I bad fuffered my 
habitation to befiained with the blood of an iarutcent man? 
This difcourfe appeafed the rage of the blacks : they 
retired, alhamed qf the defign that had brought them 
there ; and fome days after acknowledged to Murray 
himfelf, how happy they were that they had not com- 
mitted a crime which would have occaHoned them 
perpetual reraorfe. 

This event renders it probable, that the firft im- 
preffions which the Africans receive in the New 
World, determine them either to good or badaftions. 
Repeated experience confirms the truth of this ob- 
fervation ; thofe who fall to the fhare of a humane 
mailer willingly efpoufe his interefts. They infenfibly 
adopt the fpirit and manners of the place where they 
' are fixed. This attachment is fometimes exalted even 
into heroifm. A Portuguefe flave who had fled into 
the woods, having learnt that his old matter had been 
taken up for an affaflination, came into the court of 
juftice, and acknowledged himfelf guilfy of the fa£l, 
let himfelf be put in prifon in lieu of his matter ; 
brought falfe, though judicial proofs of his pretended 
crime, and fuffered death inftead of the guilty perfon. 
AiSions of fo fublime a nature mud be uncommon. 
We will mention one, which, though lefs heroic, is 
neverthelefs very praife- worthy. 

A planter of St. Domingo had a confidential flave, 
whom he was perpetually flattering with the hope of 
fpeedy freedom, which, however, he never granted 
him. The more pains this kind of favourite took to 
render himfelf ufeful, the more firmly rivetted were 
his fettcBs, becaufe he became more and more ne- 
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BOOK ceflary. Hope, however, did not forfake him, but 
. ■^'- . he reioived to attain the defired end by a different 
mode. 

In fome parts of the ifland, the Negroes are ob- 
liged to provide themfelves with clothes and nourilh- 
ment ; and for this purpofe they are allowed a fmall 
portion of territory, and two hours every day to cul- 
tivate it. Thofe among them who are active and in- 
telligent, do not merely gain their fubfiftence from 
thefe little plantations, hut they hkewife acquire a 
fuperfluity, which enfures a fortune to them more or 
lefs confiderable. 

Lewis Defrouleaux, whofe fchemes rendered him 
very economical and very laborious, had foon amaffed 
funds more than fufficient tc purchafe his liberty. 
He offered them with tranfport for the purchafe of 
his independence, which had been fo often promif- 
ed him. / have too long traded with the blood of my 
feUow-cteatures, faid his mailer to him in a tone of 
humiliation ; be free, you reflore me to myfe^. Im- 
mediately the mafter, whofe heart bad been rather 
led aftray, than corrupted, fold all his effeds, and 
embarked for France. 

He was obliged to go through Paris, in order to 
reach his province. His intention was to make but 
a fliort Hay in that metropolis ; but the various plea- 
fures he met with in that fuperb and delightful capi- 
tal, detained him till he had foolilhly diffipated the 
riches which he had acquired by long and fortunate ■ 
labours. In his defpair, he thought it lefs humiliating 
to folicit, in America, adiftance from thofe who were 
obliged to him for their advancement, than to afk it 
in Europe of thofe who had ruined him. 

His arrival at Cape Francois caufed a general fur- 
prife. No fooner was his lituation known, than he 
was generally forfaken ; all doors were ftiut againll 
him, no heart was moved by compallion. He found , 
himfelf reduced to the neceffity of paffing the re- 
mainder of his days in that retirement and obfcurity 
which is the confequence of indigence, and efpecially 
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when merited, when Lewis Deiirouleaux came toBOOK 
throw himfelf at his feet. " Condefcend" faid that . ^'' . 
virtuous freeman, " condefcend to accept the houfe 
" of your flave ; you fliall be ferred, obeyed, and be- 
" loved in it." - But foon perceiving that the refpeft 
which is owing to the unfortunate, and the attention 
which is due to benefaftors, did not render his old 
irtafter happy, he prefled him to retire to France. 
" My gratitude will follow you," faid he, embracing 
his knees. " Here is a contract for an annual in- 
" come of ijoo livres [621.], which I conjure you to 
" accept. This frefli inftance of your goodnefs will 
" be the comfort of my future days." 

The annuity hath always been paid beforehand 
fince that period. Some prefents, as tokens of friend- 
ihip, conllantly accompanied it from St. Domingo to 
France. The giver, and the receiver, were both alive 
in 1774. May they both ferve for a long time as a 
model to this proud, ungrateful, and unnatural age ! 

Several a&s refembling this of Lewis Defrouleaux, 
have affedled fome of the planters. Several of them 
would readily fay, as Sir WilUam Gooch, governor of 
Virginia, when he was blamed for returning the falu- 
tation of a Negro, IJbould be very farry that a Jlave 
JhouJd be more mannerly than ttyfelf^ 

But there are barbarians, who confidering pity as 
a weaknefs, delight in making their dependents per- 
petually fenfible of their tyranny. Theyjuftly, how- 
ever, receive their punilhment in the neghgence, in- 
fidelity, defertion, and fuicide of the deplorable vic- 
tims of their infatiable avarice. Some of thefe un- 
fortunate men, efpecially thofe of Mina, courageoufly 
put an end to their lives, under the firm perfuafion 
that they fliall, immediately afrer death, rife again 
in their own country, which they look upon as the ' 
fineft in the world. A vindi6live fpirit furniihes 
others with refources ftUt more fatal. Inftrufted from 
their infancy in the arts of poifons, which grow, as 
it were, under their hands, they employ them in the 
deftruftion of the cattle, the horfes, the mules, the 
3 
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BOOK companions of their fiavery, arid of every living thing 
^^" employed in the cultivation of the lands of their op- 
' pre0brs. • In order to remove from themfelres all 
fufpicion, they firft exercife their cruelties on their 
wives, their children, their miftrefles, and on every 
thing that is dearell to them. In this dreadful pro- 
■ jeifi, that can only be the refult of defpair, they have 
the double pleafure of delivering their fpecies from 
a yoke more dreadful than death, and of leaving 
their tyrant in a wretched ftate of mifery, that is an 
image of their own condition. The fear of punilhment 
doth not check them. They are fcarce ever known 
to have any kind of forefight ; and they are, more- 
over, certain of concealing their crimes, being proof 
againft tortures. By one of thofe inexplicable con- 
tradidions of. the human heart, though common to 
all people whether civilized or not, Negroes, though 
naturally cowards, give many inftances of an' un- 
shaken firmncfs of foul. The fame organization which 
fubjedts them to fervitude, from the indolence of their 
mind, and the relaxation of their fibres, infpires them 
with vigour and unparalleled' refolution for extraor- 
dinary adlions. They are cowards all their lifetime, 
and heroes only for ati inftant. One of thefe mifer- 
able men hath been known to cut his wrift off with 
a flroke of a hatchet, rather than purchafe his liberty 
by fubmitting to the vile office of an executioner. 
Another flave had been llightly tortured for a trifling 
fault, which he was not even guilty of. Stung by 
refentment, he determined to feize upon the whole 
family of his opprcflbr, and to carry them up to the 
roof of the houfe. When the tyrant was preparing 
to enter his dwelling, he beheld his youngefl: fon 
thrown down at his feet ; he lifted up his head and 
faw the fecond fall likewife. Seized with defpair, he 
fell on his knees, to implore, in great agitation, the 
life of the third. But the fall of this lafl of his ofF- 
fpring, together with that of the Negro, convinced 
him, that he was no longer a father, nor worthy to 
be one. 
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S'bttung, however, is more miferable than the coii- b o. o Jt 
dition of the Negro, throughout the whole American . ^^- j 
Archipelago- The firft thing donci is to difgrace him 
with the indelible mark of flarery, by ftiinping with 
a hot iron, u^on his arms, or upon his hrealt, the 
name or the mark of his bppreflbr. A narrow, un- 
wholefome hut^ without any conreniences, ferres him 
for a dwelling. ' His bed is a hurdle, fitter to put the 
body to torture than to afford it any eafe. Some 
earthen pots, and a few wooden diflies, are his fornix 
ture. The coarfe Uften which covers part of his body; 
neither fecures him from the infupportable heSts of 
the day, nor the dangerous dews of the night. The 
fbbd he is fuppli^d wich, ii caflava, fait beef, fait codi 
fruits, and roots, which are fcarce able to fupport his 
miferable ^siftence. Deprfved of every enjoyment; 
he is condemned to a perpetual drudgery in a burn- 
ing cUmate, conitantly under the rdd of an unfeeling 
mafter. ' » 

All Europe hath, for this centilry jtaft, been filled 
with the moft fublime and the fouddeft fentiments 
of morality. Writings, which will be immortal, have 
eftabUihed in the moft affedUng manner, that all men 
are brethren. We are filled with indignation at the 
cruelties, either civil or religious, of our ferocious an- 
ceftors, and we turn away our eyes frdm thofe ages 
of horror and blood. Thofe among our neighbours, 
whom the inhabitants of Barbary hzve loaden with 
irons, obtain our pity and alBfl^nce. Even imaginary^ . 
diftrefles draw tears from our eye&, both in the fUent 
retirement of the clofet, and efpecially at the theatre; 
It is only the f^tal deftiny of the Negroes which doth 
not concern us. They ate tyrannized, mutilated, 
burnt, and put to death, and yet We liAen to thefe 
accounts coolly-and witliout dmotiod. The torment) 
of a people to whom we owe our luxuries, can nevA 
reach our hearts. 

The condition of thde Haves, though every wljiere 
deplorable, is fomething different in the colonies. In 
thofe where there are very extenfive territories^ a 
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XI. them with the necellaries of life. They are allowed 

^— v — ' to employ a part of the Sunday in cultivating it, and 
the few moments that on other days they fpare from 
the time allotted for their meals. In the more con- 
fined iflands, the colonift himfelf fumiflies their food, 
the greateft part of .which hath been imported by fea 
from other countries. Ignorance, avarice, or poverty, 
have introduced into fome colonies a method of pro- 
viding for the fubliftence of Negroes, equally deftruc- 
tive both to the men and the plantation. They are 
allowed on Saturday, or fome other day, to work in 
the neighbouring plantations, or to plunder them, in 
order to procure a maintenance for the reft of the 
week. 

Befide thefe differences anting from the particular 
Ctuation of the fettlements in the American iflands, 
each European nation hath a manner of treating flaves 
peculiar to itfelf. The Spaniards make them the 
companions of their indolence ; the Portiiguefe, the 
inftrumentE of their debauchery ; the Dutch, the 
vidims of their avarice. By the Englifli, they are 
confidered merely as natural produflions, which 
ought neither to be ufed nor deftroyed without ne- 
ceffity ; but they never treat them with familiarity; 
they never fmile upon them, nor fpeak to them. 
One would think they were afraid of letting them 
fufpefl, that nature could have given any one mark 
of refemblance betwixt them and their flaves. This 
makes them hate the Englifh. The French, lefs 
haughty, lefs difdainful, confider the Africans as e 
fpecies of moral beings ; and thefe unhappy men, 
fenfible of the honour of feeing themfelves almoft 
treated like rational creatures, feem to forget that 
tinir mafter is impatient of making his fortune, that 
he always exsiSts labours from them above their 
ftrength, and frequently lets them want fubfiftence. 

The opinions of the Europeans have alfo fome in- 
fluence on the condition of the Negroes of America. 
The Proteftants, who are not adtuated by a deJire of 
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Making profelytes, fuffer them to live in Moham- b o o c - 
medirm, or In that idolatry in which they were born, ^ '- 
tinder a pretence, that it would be injurious to keep ■ ' 
their brethren ia Cbrift in a ftate of flavery. The Ca- 
tholics think themfelves obliged to give them Ibme 
inftrudtiop, and to baptife them ; but their charity 
extends no further than the bare ceremonies of a 
baptifin, which is wholly ufelefs and unneceflary to 
men who dread not the pains of hell, to which, they 
fay, they are acciiftomed in this life. 

The torments they experience in their flavery, and 
the diforders to which they are liable in America, 
both contribute to render them infenltble to ^ 
dread of future punifhment. They are particularly 
fobjetft to two difeafes, the yaws, and a complaint 
that alTeds their ftomach. The firft efieifl of thip 
laft difoidar is, to turn their Ikia and complexion to 
an olive colour. Their tongue becomes white, .an4 
they arp overpowered by fuch a defire of fleeping 
that they cannot refill : tbey gtow faint, and are in- 
capable of the leall exereife. It is a languor, and a 
general relaxation of the whole machine. In this 
fituation they are in fuch a flate of defpondency, 
that they fuffer themfelves to be knocked down ra- 
ther than walk. The loathing which they have of 
mild and wholefome food^ ia attended with a kind of 
rage for every thing that is falted or fpiced. Their 
jegs fwell, their breath is ohftruded, and few of them 
i'urvive this diforder. The grcatelt part die of fu£b- 
cation, after having fuffered and laoguilhed for &• 
veral months. ' 

The thicknefs of their blood, which appears to b« 
the fource of thefe diforders, may proceed from fe- 
veral caufes. Ope of the principal is, undoubtedly, 
the melancholy which muft feize thefe men who ar« 
violently torn away from their country, are fettered 
like criminals, who find themfelves all on a fudden 
on the fea, where they continue for two months or 
fix weeks, and who, from the midft of a beloved fit- 
mily, pafs under the yoke of an unknown people, 
. Gij 
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BOO K from whom they cxped the moft Jreadfiil puniffc- 
. , ^'' . ments. A fpecies of food, new to them, and dif- 
agreeable in itfcif, difgufts them in their paflage. At 
their arrival in the iflands, the proriDons that are di- 
ftributed to" them, are neither good in quality, nor 
fufficient to fupport them. The caflava, which is 
particularly allotted to them, is very dangerous in 
itfelf. The animals who eat of it are rapidly der 
ftroyed, though, by a contradiftion which is often 
found in nature, they are very fond of it. If this 
root doth not produce fuch &tal effects among man- 
kind, it is becaufe they do not make ufe of it till 
all its poifon hath been extracted by preparation. 
But with what negligence mull not thefe prepara- 
tions be made, when flaves oaly are the objed of 
them? 

Art hath for a long time been employed in en- 
deavouring to find out fome remedy againft this dif- 
order in the ftomach. It has been found, after fe- 
veral ezperknents, that nothing was more falutary 
than to give the blacks who were attacked with it ■ 
three ounces of the juice of a fpecies of colocynth, 
with almoft a ftmilar dofs of a kind of orade, known 
in the iflands by the name of jargon. This drink is 

5 receded by a purgative, which confifts of half a 
rachm of gumbooge dilated in milk, or in honey- 
Water. 

The y'aws^ which is the fecond diforder peculiar 
to Negroes^ and which accompanies them from Africa 
to America, is ccmtraded in the birth, or by commu- 
nication between the fexes. No age is free from it ; 
but it more particularly attacks at the periods of in- 
£incy and youth. Old people have feldom flrength 
fufficient to fupport the long and violent treatment 
which it requires^ 

There are faid to be four fpedes of yaws. The 
yaws with puftules, large and fmall, as in the fmall- 
^ox ; that which refembles lentils ; and laftly the red 
yaws, which is the moft dangerous of all. 

The yaws attack every part of the body, but more 
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efpecially the face. It manifefts hfelf by granulated book 
red fpots, refembling a rafpberry. Thefe fpots dege- . ^^ . 
Derate into fordid ulcers, and the diforder at length ' ' 
affects the bones. It is not in general attended with 
Hiuch fenflbility. 

Fevers feldom attack the perfons who are afflicted 
with the yaws ; they eat and drink as ufual, but they 
have an almoft infuperable averfion for every kind o£ 
motion, without wtuch, however, no cure can be ex- 
peded. V 

The eruption lafts about three montbe ; the pa- 
tients are fed, during this long fpace of time, with 
the Catalou, or Xetmia BrafiHenfis^ with rice drefled 
without either greafe or butter, and the only drink 
which is allowed them is water, in which one or other 
of thefe vegetables hath been boiled. They muft 
aUb be kept very warm, and made to ufe every fort 
of esercife that can moft powerfully promote per- 
fpiration. 

At length the period ctunes, when it is neceflary 
to purge and bathe the patient, and to adminiftev 
mercury to him, both internally and by fridioo, io 
fuch a manner as to bring on a gentle fehvation. The 
ttk& of this remedy, which is the only fpecific againft 
the difeafe, is to be aijifted by a diet drink made with 
herbs, or with -the fudorific woods. This procefs muft 
even be continued for a long time after the cure i» 
confidered as complete. 

The ulcer, which hath ferved as a drain during 
the treatment, is not always clofed at the termination 
even of the diforder. It is then cured with red pr&< 
cipitate, and a digelUve ointment. 

The Negroes have a peculiar method of drying 
up their puftulefi ; they apply to them the black of 
the faucepaos, mixed with the juice of lemon or 
citron. 

All the Negroes, as well male as female, who come 

from Guinea, or are born in the illands, have the yawf 

once in their lives : it is a difeafe they muft necemrily 

pal^ through ; b)it there is no inft^nce of any 0/ them 

Qiij 
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B oo * being attacked with it a fecond time, after havinff 
■ been radically cured. The Europeans feldom or ne- 

ver catch this diforder, notwithftanding the frequent 
and daily connexion which they have with the Ne- 
gro women. Thefe women fuckle the children of the 
white people, but do not give them the yaws. How 
isitpofeble to reconcile thefe fadls, which are incon- 
teftible, with the fyftem which phyficians faem ta 
have adopted with regard to the nature of the yaws? 
Can it not be allowed, that the femen, the blood, and 
fkin of the Negroes, are fufceptible of a virus pecu- 
Kar to their fpecies ? The caufe of this -diforder, per- 
haps, is the fame as that which occafions their colour : 
one difference is naturally produdtive of another : and 
there is no being or quality that exifts abfolutcly de- 
tached from others in nature. 

But whatever this diforder may be, it is demon- 
ftrated, that fourteen or fifteen hiuidred thoufand 
blacks, who are now difperfed over the European 
colonies of the New World, are the unfortunate re- 
mains of eight or nine millions of ilaves that have 
been conveyed there. This dreadful deftrudion can- 
not be the effect of the climate, which is nearly the 
fame as that of Africa, much lefs of the diforders, to 
which, in the opinion of all obfervers, but few fall a 
facrifice. It muft therefore originate from the man- 
ner in which thefe flavcs are governed : and might 
not an error of this nature be correded ? 
la whu The firft ftep neceflkry in this reformation would 
JJJ^^^be, to attend minutely to the natural and moral ftatd 
fl*K«wg;ht t)f man. Thofe who go to purchafe blacks on the 
BMj^fu'^* coafts of favage nations ; thofe who convey them to 
P'"*'^ America, and efpecially thofe who dired their la- 
bours, often think themfelves obliged, from their ii^ 
toation, and ftequently too for the fake of their owi» 
fafcty, to opprefs thefe wretched men. The heart 
of thofe who conduft the flaves is loft to all fenfe of 
icompaffion, is ignorant of every motive to enforce 
Obedience, except thofe of fear or feverity, and thefft 
^re exercifed Vfith all the frrocipas fpiril of o tern- 
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poiary aothority. If the proprietors of plantations b o o k 
would ceafe to regard the care of their Haves as an . , ' , 
occupation below them, and coufider it 'as an office 
to which it is their duty to attend, they would foon . 
difcard thefe errors that arife from a fpirit of cruelty. 
The hUtory of all mankind would Oiow them, that, 
in order to render flavery ufeful, it is at lealt necef- 
fary to make it eafy ; that force doth not prevent the 
rebellion of the mind ; that it is the matter's interell 
that the flave ihould be attached to life, and that no- 
thing is to be expeded from him the moment that he 
no longer fears to die. 

This, principle of enlightened reafon, derived from 
the fentimeots of humanity, would contribute to 
the reformation of feveral abufes. Men would ac> 
knowledge the neceflity of lodging, clothing, and 
giving proper food to beings condemned to the moft 
painful bondage that hath ever exilled fmce the in- 
tamous origin of flavery. They would be fentible, 
that it is naturally impolfible that thofe who reap no 
advantage from their own labours, can have the fame 
underllanding, the fame economy, the fame a^ivlty, 
the fame ftrengtb, as the man who enjoys the produce 
of his indullry. That political moderation would gra.^ 
dually take place, which coniifts in lefTening labour, 
alleviating puniihment, and rendering to tnan part of 
his rights, in order to reap, with greater certainty, 
the benefit of thofe duties that are impofed upon him. 
The prefervation of a great number of flaves, whom 
diforders occafioned by veication or regret deprive the 
colonies of, would be the natural confequence of fo 
wife a regulation. Far from aggravating the yoke 
that opprefles them, every kind of attention Ihould 
be given to make it eafy, and to difiipate even the 
idea of it, by favouring a natural propenfity that 
feems peculiar to the Negroes. 

Their organs are extremely fenfible of the powers 

of mufic. Their ear is fo tnie, that in their dances, 

the time of a fong makes them fpring up a hundred 

8t once, ftriking the earth at the fame ioftant. £q- 
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BOOK chanted, as it were, with the voice of a finger, o> 
. *'• the tone of a ftrioged inftrument, a vibration of the 
' air is the fpirit that aftuates all the bodies of thefe 
men : a found agitates, traofports, and thmws them 
into extafies. In their common labours, the motion 
of their arms, or of their feet, is always in cadence. 
At all their employments they fing, and feem always 
as if they were dancing. Mulic animates their cou- 
rage, and roufes them from their indolence. The 
marks of this extreme fenfibility to harmony are vi- 
fible in all the mufcles of their bodies, which are al- 
ways naked. Poets and muficians by nature, thejr 
make the words fubfervient to the mufic, by a licence 
they arbitrarily aflume of lengthening or fhortening 
them, in order to accommodate them to any air that 
pleafes them. Whenever any objeifl or incident ftrikes 
a Negro, he inftantly makes it the fubjeft of n fong. 
In all ages this hath been the origin of poetry. Three ' 
pr four words, which are alternately repeated by the 
finger and the general chorus, fometimes conftitute 
the whole poem. Five or fix bars of mufic compofa 
the whole length of the fong. A circumflance that 
appears finguUr is, that the fame air, though merely 
a continual repetition of the fame tones, takes entire 
poflelfion of them, makes them work or dance foi 
feveral hours : neither they, nor even the white men, 
are difgufted with that tedious uniformity which thefe 
repetitions might naturally occafion. This particular 
attachment is owing ,to the warmth and expreiEon 
which they introduce into their fongs. ' Their airs 
are generally double time. None of them tend to 
infpire them with pride. Thofe intended to excite 
tendemeJs promote rather a kind of languor. Even 
thofe which are moft lively carry in them a certain 
CxpreffioD of melancholy. This is the higheft enter- 
tainment to minds of great fenfibility. 

So flrong an inclination for mufic might become a 
powerful motive of aflion under the diredion of fkil- 
till hands. Feflivals, games, and rewards, might on 
this account he eftabhlhed among them. Thefe a* 
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mufementSfConduifled with judgmeDt, would prevent book 

that ilupidity Co common among Haves, eafe their la- 3ci> 
bours, and preferve them from that conftant melan- ■ - 
choly which confumes them, and Ihortens their days. 
After having provided for the prefervatlon of the 
blacks exported from Africa, the welfare of thofe who 
were bom in the iilaads themfelves would then bs 
confidered. 

Th& Negroes are not averfi: from the propagation 
of their fpecies, even in the chains of llavery. But 
it is the cruelty of the matters which hath etfedually 
prevented them from complying with this great end 
of nature. Such hard labour is requited from Negro 
women, both before and after their pregnancy, that 
their children are either abortive, or live but a fhoit 
time after delivery. Mothers, rendered defperate by 
the punifbments which the weaknei^ of their condi< 
tion (iccafions them, fometimes fnatch their children 
from the cradle, in order to ftrangle them in their 
ffrms, and facriftce them with a fury mingled with a 
fpirit of revenge and compalBon, that they may not 
become the property of their cruel mailers. Thit 
barbarity, the horror of which mull be wholly im- 
puted to the Europeans, will perhaps convince them 
i3£ their error. Their fenlibility will be roufed, and 
engage them to pay a greater attention to their true 
inteceils. They will find, that by committing fuch 
outrages againft humanity, they injure themfelves ; ' 

and if they do not become the benefadon of their 
Haves, they will at leaft ceafe to be their execu- 
tioners. 

They will, perhaps, refolve to fet free thofe mo- 
thers who {hall have brought up a confiderable nun:\- ' 
ber of children to the age of fix years. The allure- 
ments of liberty are the moft powerful that can in« 
fluence the human heart. The Negro ^^onien, ani- 
mated by the hope of fo great a blefling, to which 
qU would afpir^, ^nd few would be able to obt^n, 
^rould make neglefl and infamy be fucceeded by a 
virtuous em^latioa to bryig up children, whoie nam- 
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BOOK ber and prefervatjon would fecure to them freodonl 

. ,,^, ' ,, . and tranquillity. 

After having taken wife mcafures not to deprive 
their plantations of thofe fuccours arifing from the 
extraordinary fruitiiilnefs of the Negro women, they 
will attend to the care of condudtng and extending 
cultivation by means of population, and without fo- 
reign expedients. Every thing invites them to efta- 
blifti this eafy and natural fyftem. 

There are feme powers, whofe fettlements in the 
American ifles every day acquire extent, aud there 
are none whofe manual labour doth not continually 
increafe. Thefe lands, therefore, conftantly require 
. a greater number of hands to clear them. Africa, 
where all Europeans go to recruit the population of 
the colonies, graduaUy furniflies them with fewer 
men, and fupplies them at the fame time with worfe 
flaves, and at a higher price. Thisfource fortheoljiain- 
iog flaves will be gradually more and more exhaufted. 
But were this change in trade as chimerical, as it 
feems to be not far diftant, it is neverthelefs certain, 
that a great number of flaves, drawn out of a remote 
region, perifti in their paffage, or in the New World ; 
and that when they come to America they are fold 
at a very advanced price ; that there are few of them 
whofe natural term of hfe is not fliortened ; and that 
the greater part of thofe who attain a wretched old 
age, are extremely ignorant, and being accuflomed 
from their infancy to idlenefs, are frequently very 
unfit for the employments to which they are deftined, 
and are in a continual ftate of defpondency, on ac- 
count of their being feparated from their country. If 
wedonotmiftakeinour opinion, cultivators born in the 
American iQands themfelves, always breathing their 
native air, brought up without any other expence 
than what confifts in a cheap food, habituated in early 
life to labour by their own parents, endowed with a 
fufficient fliare of underftanding, or a Angular apti- 
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tode for all the ufeful arts ; fach cultivators cannot book 
but be preferable to flavea that have been fold, and ^"^ 
live in a ftate of perpetual exile and rellraint. 

The method of fubftituting in the place of foreign 
Negroes, thofe of the colonies themfelves, is very ob- 
TiDus. It wholly confifts in fuperintendiog the black 
children that are born in the illands, in confining to 
their workhoufes that multitude of flaves who carry 
about with them their worthlelTnefs, their licentiouf- 
nefs, and the luxury and infolencc of their mafiers, 
in alt the towns and ports of Europe ; but above all, 
in requiring of navigators who frequent the African 
coafts, that they ftiould form their cargo of an equal 
number of men and women, or even of a majority of 
women, during fome years, in order to reduce that 
difproportion which prevails between the two fexes. 

This laft precaution, by putting the pleafures of 
love within the reach of all the blacks, would con- , 
tribute to their cafe and multiplication. Thefe un- 
happy' men, forgetting the weight of their chains, 
would with tranfport fee themfelves live again in their 
children. The majority of them are faithful, even 
to death, to thofe Negro women whom love and fla- 
very hath afligned to them for their companions; they 
treat them with that compaflipn which the wretched 
mutually derive from one another, even in the rigour 
of their condition ; they comfort them under the load 
of their employments ; they fympathize, at leaft, with 
them, when, through excefs of labour, or want of 
food, the mother can only offer her child a breafl that 
is dry, or bathed in her tears. The women, on their 
part, though tied down to no reftriflions of chaftity, 
are fixed in their attachments ; provided that the 
vanity of being beloved by white people does not 
render them inconftant. Unhappily this is a tempta- 
tion to infidelity, to which they have too often op- 
portunities to yield, 

Thofe who have inquired into the caufes of this 
tafte for black women, which appears to be fo deprav- 
ed in the Europeans, faaye found k to aiife :^in the 
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BOOK nature of the climate, which, under the torrid zone, 

'^ ^ irrefiftibly excites men to the pleafures of love ; the 

fecility of gratifying this infutmountable inclioatioa 
without reftraint, and without the trouble of a long 
puifuit; from a certain captivating attra^on of beau- 
ty, difcoverable in black women, as foon as cuftom 
l^th once reconciled the eye to their colour ; but prin- 
cipally from a warmth of conftitution, which gives 
them the power of infpiring and returning the moll 
•rdent tranfports. Thus they revenge themfelves, as 
it were, for the humiliating defpondency of their con-i 
dition, by the violent and inordinate palBon which 
they excite in their mafters ; nor do our ladies in Eu- 
rope poflefs, in a more exalted degree, the art of 
wafting and running out large fortunes than the Ne- 
gro women. But thofe of Africa have the fuperio- 
rity over thofe of Europe, in the real paflion they 
have for the men who purchafe them. The happy 
difcovery and prevention of confpiracies that would 
have deftroyed all their oppreffors by the hands of 
their flaves, hath been often owing to the feithful at- 
tachment of thefe Negro women. The double tyran- 
ny of thefe unworthy iifurpers of the eftates and liber- 
ty of fuch a number of people, deferved, doubtlefs, 
fuoh a puniflunent. 
Origin mi We will not here fo far debafe ourielves as to en- 
mgrtaot large the ignominious lift of tbofe writers who devote 
Ai^Lnii their abilities, to juftify by policy what is reprobated 
J™i!^'j^by morality. In an age where fo many errors are 
itcfDuJui boldly expofed, it would be unpardonable to conceal 
€t thtm. guy ^i^fjj (ijm ij interefting to humanity. If what- 
ever we have hitherto advanced hath feemingly tend- 
ed only to alleviate the burden of ilavery, the reafon 
is, that it was iirft necefiary to give fome comfort to 
thofe unhappy beings, whom we cannot fet free ; and 
convince their oppreflbrs that they are cnjel to the 
prejudice of their real interefts. But, in the mean 
time, until fome coniiderable revolution fliall make 
the evidence of this great truth felt, it may not be 
improper to purfue this fubjeil further. We fliaU 
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then firll prove, that there is no reafon of Hate that boos 
can authorife flavery. We fhall not be afraid to cite ^'" 
to the tribunal of reafon and jullice thofe govemmenti 
which tolerate this cruelty, or which even are not 
afhamed to make it the bafis of their power. 

Slavery is a ftate in which a man hath loft, either 
by force or by convention, the property of bis own 
perfon, and of whom a mailer can difpofe ss of his 
own effects. 

This odious ftate was unknown in the firft age>. 
Men were all equals ; but that natural equality did 
Dot laft long. As there was not yet any regular form 
of government eftabliftied to maintain fecial order ; 
as none of the lucrative profeffions exifted, which the 
progrefs of civilization hath ftnce introduced among 
the nations, the ftnmgeft, or the moft artful, fbon 
feized upon the belt territories; and the weakeft, and 
lefs cunning, were obliged to fubmit to thofe who 
were able to feed and to defend them. This ftate of 
dependence was tolerable. In the fimpltcity of ancient 
manners, there was no great difference between a ma- 
fter and his fervants. Their drefs, their food, their 
lodging, were almoft alike. If, at any time, the fu- 
perior, impetuous and violent, as favages generally 
are, gave way to the ferociouinefs of his charaifler, 
this was a tranlitory ad, which made no alteration in 
Che habitual ftate of things. But this arrangement 
did not long fubfift. Thofe who commanded, readily 
sccaftomed therofetves to believe that they were of a 
fuperior nature to thofe who obeyed. 'They kept 
them at a diftance, and debafed them. This con- 
tempt was attended with &tal confequences ; the idea 
of conftdering thefe unfortunate people as flaves, 
grew famihar; and they became really fo. Each ma- 
iler difpofed of them in the manner which was the 
moft £iTourable to his intereft and to bispaftions. A 
mafter who had no further ufe for their labour, fold 
or exchanged tfaem : and he who was defirous of in- 
creaftng the number of them, encouraged them to 
ituiUiply. 
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BOOK When focieties, become more flrong and more tiii* 
1 ^'' . merous, acquired a knowledge of the arts and of copj- 
merce ; the weak found a fupport in the magiftrate, 
and the poor found refources in the feveral branches 
of induftry. They both emerged, by degrees, from 
the kind of neceffity they had experienced of fub- 
mitting to flavery, in order to procure fubfiftence. 
The cuftom of putting one's feif in the power of ano- 
ther, became every day iefs frequent, and liberty was 
at length confidered as a precious and unaUenable 
property. 

In thcmean while, the laws, which were impcrfeiS 
and ferocious, ftill continued, for fome time, to im- 
pede the penalty of fervitude. As in the times of 
profound ignorance, the fatisfaclion of the' offended 
perfon was the only aim which an ill-contrived autho- 
rity propofed, thofe who had infringed the principles 
of juftice, with regard to the perfon who accufed 
them, were given up to him. The tribunals wer^ 
afterwards determined by more extenlire and more 
ufeful views. Every crime appeared to them, and 
with reafon, an offence againft fociety ; and the crimi- 
nal became the Have of the ftate, which difpofed of 
him in the manner moft advantageous for the pubhc 
good. At that period there were no other captives, 
except thofe acquired in war. 

Before a power was eflablifhed to maintain order, 
the contefts between individuals were very frequent, 
and the conqueror never failed to reduce the veio. 
quiihed to a ftate of fervitude. This cuftom conti- 
nued for a long time, in the difputes between na- 
tions, becaufe, as each combatant took the field at 
his own expence, he remained mailer of the prifon- 
crs he had taken himfelf, or of thofe which, in the 
divifioh of the fpoil, were given to him as a reward 
. for his aftions. But when the armies became mer- 
cenary, the goyernment, who were at the expence 
of the war, and who ran the riik of the event, ap- 
propriated to themfelves the fpoils of the enemy, of 
which the prifoners were always the moft important 



t,L.ooglc 



IN THE SAST AND WSST INDUS. HI 

part. It was then neceflaiy to purchafe Haves from book 
the ftate, or from the neighbouring favagc nations. . ^^ 
Such was the pradice of the Greeks and of the Ro- 
mans, and of all people who chafe to increafe theic 
enjojments by this inhuman and barbarous cullom. 

Europe relapfed again into the chaos of the primary 
ages, when the people of the North fubverted the 
coloiTal empire, which had been raifed, with fo much 
glory, by a warlike and politic republic. Thefe bar- 
barians, who had had Haves in the midft of their fo- 
refts, multiplied them prodigioufly in the provinces 
which they invaded. Not only thofe who were ta- 
ken in arms were reduced to fervitude, this humilia- 
ting fiate became alfo the portion of citizens, who 
cultivated quietly at home the arts which flouiiih in 
times of peace. However, the number of freemen 
was more confiderable in the fubdued countries, dur- 
ing the time that the conquerors remaihed faithful 
to the form of government which they had thought 
proper to eftabUfh, in order to contain their new fub- 
jed:s, and to protei^ them from foreign invafions. 
But, no fooner had this lingular inllitution, which 
ccdleded a nation, commonly difperfed, into a con- 
ftantly Handing army, loft its influence ; no foMier 
had the fortunate affinities which united the meaneft 
foldier of this powerful body to their king, or to their 
general, ceafed to exift, than a fyftem of univerfal 
oppreffion was eftablilhed. There was no longer any 
remarkable diftindion between thofe who had pre- 
ferved their independence, and thofe who had for a 
long time groaned under the yoke of flavery. 

The men who were free, whether they were inha- 
bitants of the towns or of the country, refided upon 
the king's domains, or upon the territories of fome 
baron. All thofe who were in poffeffion of fiefs, pre- 
tended, in thofe times of anarchy, that a man who 
enjoyed no diftinftion from birth, whoever he might 
be, could only poiTefs a precarious kind -of property, 
which had originally proceeded from their liberality. 
This prejudice, perhaps the moft extravagant that 
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BOOK hath ever affiidied the humao fpecies, perfuaded tho 
"• nobles that they could never be guilty of injuftice, 
' whatever were the obligations they might impofe upoa 
to bafe an order of beings. 

According to tbefe principles, they werft not al- 
lowed to abfent thetnfelves, without leave, from their 
native country. They were not allowed to difpofe 
of their property, either by will or by any other adl 
made in their life-time ; and their lord was their un- 
doubted heir, when they died without leaving any 
pofterity, or when this pofterity were fixed in another 
part of the country. They were not allowed to ap- 
point guardians to their children ; and the liberty of 
marrying was granted to thofe only who had pur- 
chafed it. So much was it apprehended that the peo- 
ple ihould acquire an infight on their rights and in- 
terefts, that the liberty of learning to read was one 
of the favours granted with the moll reluctance. 
They were compelled to the mofi humiliating vaflaU 
ages. The taxes which were impofed upon them 
were arbitrary, unjuft, oppreflire, and deftrut^ive of 
the fpirit of adivity and induftry. They were obli- 
ged to bear the tyrant's espences when he arrived ; 
their provifions, their furniture, their flocks, were all 
abandoned to pillage. If a law-fuit was begun, it 
was not poffible to end it in an amicable manner, be- 
caufe this method would have deprived the lord of 
the rights that would accrue to him from the fen- 
teoce. Every kind of exchange between individuals 
was prohibited, at the period when the lord of the 
manor cbofe himfelf to fell the provifions which they 
had collecaed, or which they had even purchafed. 
Such was the ftate of opprelfion under which the clafs 
of people groaned who were the leaft ill treated. If 
any of the vexations we have juft given an account 
oi, were unknown in certain places, others were fub- 
ftituted to them which were often more intolerable. 

Some towns in Italy, which by fortunate chance 
had acquired the pofleffion of fome branches of com- 
merce^ were the nrfl to be afhamed of fuch a fitu« 
3 
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fttton ; and their riches furnifhed them with the means book 
of fhaiing off the yoke of their feeble dcfpots. Others . "• 
purchafed their liberty of the emperors, who, in the ' 
courfe of the bloody and iaftiog difputes which they 
had with the popes, and with their vaflals, thought 
themfelves exceedingly fortunate to fell privileges, 
which the Hate of their affairs did not permit them 
to refufe. Some princes were even prudent enough 
to facrifice that part of their authority, which the 
ferment excited in men's minds made them forefee 
that they Ihould foon be deprived of. Several of 
thefe towns remained infulated : but the ftiajority 
united their ioterefts. All of them formed political 
focieties, governed by laws which had been di<5lated 
by the citizens themfelves. 

The fuccefs with which this revolution in govern- 
ment was attended, furprifed the neighbouring na- 
tions. In the meanwhile, as the kings and baronfl 
who opprefled them, were not compelled by circum- 
ftances to give up their fovereignty, they contented - 
themfelves with granting to the towns in their de- 
pendence valuable and conliderable immunities. They 
were authorifed to furround themfelves with walls, to 
bear arms, and to pay no more than a regular and 
moderate tribute. Liberty was fo effential a point of 
their conftitution, that whenever a bondfman took 
refuge among tbem, he became a citizen, if he was 
not claimed during the courie of the year. Thefe 
communities, or municipal bodies, profpered in pro- 
portion to their pofition, their population, and their 
induftry. 

While the condition of men, reputed free, was fo 
fortunately improved, that of the llaves remained thtf 
fame ; that is to fay, the moil deplorable which it is 
poffible to conceive. Thefe wretched people belong- 
ed fo entirely to their mailers, that they fold or ex- 
changed them at pleafure. They were not allowed 
any kind of property, even out of their favingi, 
whenever a fixed fum was afEgned them for their fub- 
(iflence. They were put to the torture for the iinaU- 
yiil. IK H 

n,g:,.,;dtyGOOglC 



il^ H13TORT OF S£TTIEM£NTS AHS Tft&DX 

B o o Kcft mifdemeanour. They might be punidftd wit& 
.^ ^'- death, without the interference of the magsftrate^ 
Marriage was for a long time forbidden to ihem ; the 
connedions between the two fexes were illegal ; they 
were tolerated, and even encouraged, but they were 
not honoured with the nuptial beneditiUon. The con- 
dition of the children was the feme as that of their 
fathers ; they were bom, they lived, and they died 
in flavery. In mofl of the cotuts of judicature, their 
teflimony was not admitted againll a free man. 
They were obUged to wear a particular drefs ; and 
this humiliating diftin£lion recalled every Dtoment to» 
their minds the ignonuny' of their eziftence. Ta 
complete tbefe laislbrtunee, the fpirit of the feudal 
iyftem oppofed the disfranchifement of this fpeciea 
of men. A generous mafter raight indeed break the 
bonds of his domeftic flaves whenever he ehofe ; but 
innumerable formahties were required to change the 
fituation of the ilaves which belonged to the glebe. 
According to a maxim generally received, a vaflal 
could not diminilh the value of the fief which he 
had received ; and the teleaiing of any of its culti- 
vators was diminilhing it. This obftacle mull necef- 
farily have retarded, but could not entirely prevent, 
the revolution, and for the following reafon : 

The Germans, and .the other conquerors, had ap- 
propriated immenfe domains to themfelves at the 
time of their invafion. The nature of tbefe eftates 
did not allow them to be difmembered. From that 
time it became impoffible for the proprietor to retain 
all his flaves under his own infpe£tion, and he was 
compelled to difperfe them over the foil they were 
to cultivate. Their diftance preventing their being 
overlooked, it was thought proper to encourage them 
by rewards proportioned to their labour. Thus gra- 
tifications, which molt commonly confifted of a great- 
er or lefs confiderable part of the produce of the 
lands, were added to their ufual maintenance. 

By ihis arrangement the viilaias formed a kind of 
afibciation with theii mafiers. The liches which the^ 
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acquired in this advantageous market enabled theiiiB o o K 
to offer a fixed rent for the grounds with which thej . ^'"n ... 
were intrulled, upon the condition that the overplus 
ihould belong to them. As the lords acquired by 
thefe means, without rilk or uneafinefs, from their 
pofleffions, as much, or more income, than they had 
formerly obtained, this praftice gained credit, and 
was foon univerfally adopted. If was no longer the 
intereft of the proprietor to attend to flaves who cul- 
tivated at their own expence, and who were exa.& in 
their payments. Thus ended this perfonal flavery; 

It fometimes happened, that a bold enterpriflng 
man, .who had laid out considerable funds on his 
ferm, was driven from it before he had reaped the 
fruits of his advances. This inconvenience occafioii- 
«d the requifition of leafes for feveral years. They 
were extended, in procefs of time, to the whole life 
of the cultivator, and were often fettled upon his mod 
diftant pofterity. This was th^ termination of real 
flavery. 

This great change, brought on in a manner by it- 
felf, was hallened by a caufe which deferves to be ob- 
ferved. All the European governments were then 
ariftocratic. The chief of every republic was per- 
petually at war with his barons. Being for the mofl 
part unable to refift them by force, be was obliged to 
have recourfe to artifice. That artifice, which was 
employed to the greateft advantage, was to proteiil 
the flaves againll the tyranny of their mafters, and to 
undermine the power of the nobles, by diminiftiing 
the dependence of their 'fubjefts. ' It is not impro- 
bable but that fome kings favoured the fpirit of li- 
berty, from the only motive of general utility ; but 
mod of them were vifibly induced to adopt this for- 
tunate policy, more on account of their perfonal in- - 
teretls, than from principles of humanity aod 'be- 
nevolence. 

However this may be, the revolution was fo com- 
plete, that liberty became more general throughout 
the greatell part of Europe, than it had been in any 
Hij 
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BOOK climate, or in any age. In all ancient governments, 
. ., ^'' _ f in thofe even which are always prftpofed to us as mo- 
dels, moil of the people were condemned to a fhame- 
ful and cruel fervitude. The more the focieties ac- 
quired knowledge, riches, and power, the more did 
the number of ilaves increafe, and the more deplor- 
able became their fate. Athens reckoned twenty 
vafTals to one citizen. The difproportion was (liU 
greater at Rome, become the miftrefs of the univerfe. 
In both the republics, flavery was carried to the ut- 
moft excefs of fatigue, of mifery, and of ignominy. 
Since it hath been abolilhed among us, the people 
are infinitely more happy, even under the moll def- 
potic empir. s, than they were formerly under the 
bed- regulated democracies. ^ 

But no fooner was domeftic liberty revived in Eu- 
rope, than it was annihilated in America. The Spa- 
niards, whom the waves flrll call upon thefe fhores of 
the New World, did not imagine they owed any du- 
ties to a fet of men who were not of their complexion, 
and who did hot praclife their culloms or their re- 
ligion. They conlidered them only as the inftru- 
ments of their avarice, and loaded tbem with irons. 
Thefe weak men, who had not the habit of labour, 
foon expired among the vapours of the mines, or in 
oiher occupations almoft as deftrudlive. Slaves were 
then fent for from Africa. Their number hath in- 
crcafed in proportion as the cultivations have been 
extended. The Portuguefe, the Dutch, the JEnglifh, 
the French, the Danes, all thefe nations, whether 
free or enflaved, have fought, without remorfe, an in- 
creafe of fortune in the labours, the blood, and the 
defpair of thefe unfortunate people. What a horrid 
fyftem I 

Liberty is the property of one's felf. Three kinds of 
it are diftinguilhed : natural liberty, civil liberty, and 
political liberty ; that is to fay the liberty of the indi- 
vidual, the liberty of the citizen, and the liberty of a 
nation. Natural liberty is the right granted by nature^ 
to every man to difpofe of himfelf at pleafure. Civil 
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liberty is the right which iaenfured by fociety to eve- book 
Ty citizen, of doing every thing which is not contra- ■ 

ry to the laws. Political liberty is the ftate of a peo- 
ple who have not alienated their fovereignty, and . 
who either make their own laws, or who conftitute a 
■part in the fyilem of their legiflation. 

The firft of thefe liberties is, after reafon, the di- 
ftinguifliing charaderillic of man. Brutes are chain- 
ed up, and kept in fubjedlion, becaufe they have no 
notion of what is juft or unjuft, no idea of grandeur 
or meannefs. But in man, liberty is the principle of 
his vices or his virtues. Nope but a free man can 
fay, / will or / will not ; and confequently none but 
a free man can be worthy of praife, or be bable to 
cenfure. 

Without liberty, or the property of one's own bo- 
dy, and the ' enjoyment of one's mind, no man 
can be either a bufhand, a father, a relation, or a 
friend ; he hath neither a country, a- fellow -citizen, 
nor a God. The flave, impelled by the wicked man, 
and who is the inftrument of his wickednefs, is in- 
ferior even to the dog, let loofe by the Spaniard up- 
on the American ; for confcience which the dog hath 
not, ftill remains with the man. He who bafely ab- 
dicates his liberty, gives himfelf up to remorfe, and 
to the greateft mifery which can be experienced by 
a thinking and fenfible being. If there be not any 
power under the heavens, which can change my na- 
ture and reduce me to the ftate of brutes, there is 
none which can difpofe of my liberty. God is my 
father, and not my mafter ; I am his child and not 
his Have. How is it polTible that I fliould grant 
to political power, what I refufe to divine omnipo- 
tence? 

Will thefe eternal and immutable truths, the found- 
ation of all morality, the bafis of all rational govern- 
ment be contefted ? They will, and the audacious argu- 
ment will be didated by barbarous and fordid ava- 
rice. Behold that proprietor of a veflel, .who lean- 
ing upon hi? deik, and with the pen in bis hand, re- 
Hiij 
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BOOK gulates the number of enonnities he may caufc to be ' 
,, ^^ f committed on the coafts of Guinea ; who confiders 
at leiTure, what number of firelocks he Ihall want 
to obtain one Negro, what fetters will be necelfaiy 
to keep him chained on board his Ihip, what whips 
will be required to make him work ; who calculates 
with coolnefs every drop of blood which the flave 
muft neceiTarily expend in labour for him, and how 
much it will produce ; who confiders whether a Ne- 
gro woman will be of more advantage to him by 
her feeble labours, or by going through the dangers 
of child-birth. You ilmdder ! — ^If there exifted any 
religion which tolerated, or which gave only a tacit 
fandion to fuch kind of horrors ; if, abforbed in fome 
^dle or feditious quellions, it did not inceffantly ex- 
claim againfl the authors or the inilruments of this 
tyranny j if it fliould confider it as a crirhe in a flave 
to break bis chains ; If it iliould fuffer to remain in 
its community, the iniquitous judge who condemns 
the fugitive to death ; if fuch a rehgion, I fay, exift- 
ed, ought not the minifters of it to be fuffocated un- 
der the ruins of their altars ? 

Men or demons, whichever you are, will you dare 
to juftify the attempts you make againft my inde- 
pendence, by pleading the right of the ftrongeft? 
What ! is not the man who wants to enflave me guil- 
ty? Doth he only make ufe of his rights? Where 
are thefe rights ? Who hath ftamped them with a 
charafler facred enough to filence mine ? I hold from 
nature, the right of defending myfelf ; and it hath 
not given thee that of attacking me. If thou doft 
think thyfelf authorifed to opprefs me, becaufe thou 
art ftronger or more dexterous than I am, complain 
not if my vigorous arm fliall rip up thy bofom in 
fearch of thy heart. Complain not, when in thy 
torn entrails thou Jhalt feel that death which I Ihall 
have conveyed into them with thy food. I am ftrong- 
er or more dexterous than thou art; he the vi&in\ 
in thy turn, and expiate the crime of having been 
ftp oppreflbf. 
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But it is alleged, that in all redoos, and in all B o o e 
ages, flavcry hath been more or lefypablilhed. . ^^ 

I grant it ; but what doth it fignjfy to me, what 
other people in other ages have done ? Are we to 
appeal to the cuiloms of ancient times, oi to our 
confcience ? Are we to Men to the fuggeftions of 
intereft, of infetuation, and of barbarifm, rather than 
to thofe of reafon and of juftice ? If the univerfality 
of a praflice were admitted as a proof of its innocence, 
we Ihould then have a complete apology for ufurpa- 
tions, conquefts, and for every fpecies of oppreflion. 

But the ancients, it is faid, thought themlelves to 
be mafiefs of the lives of tbeir flaves ; and we, be- 
come more humane, difpofe only of their liberty and 
of then: labours. 

It is true, the progxefs of knowledge hath enlight- 
ened the minds of all modern legiflators upon this 
important point. All codes of laws, without excep- 
tion, have exerted themfelves for the prefervation of' 
man, even of him who languiflies in a llate of flave- ' 
ry. They have agreed, that his exiilence fhould be 
put under the protedion of the magiftrates, and 
that the tribunals of jutlice alone ihoutd be able to 
haftentlie end of it. But hath this law, the moft 
facred of all fecial inftitutions, ever been put in force? 
Is not America peopled with atrocious colonifls, who 
infolently ufurp the rights of the foverelgn, and de- 
ftroy by the fword, or by fire, the unfortunate vifiims 
of their avarice ? Doth not this facrilegious infratHjoa 
of the laws, to the difgrace of all Europe, flill re- 
main unpunifhed? I challenge any defender or pa- 
negyrill of our humanity and of our juftice, to ad- 
duce an iflllance of any one of thefe alTalTms having 
loft his life upon a fcafibld. 

Let us fuppofe, that the regulations which, accord- 
ing to the panegyrift, do fo much honour to our age, 
be ftridly obferved; will the Have be, on that ac- 
count, much lefs an objefl of compaflion ? What ! 
does not the mafter, who difpofes of my Arength at 
bis pleafure, likewife difpofe of my life, which de. 
H iiij 
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K pends on the vc^nt&Tj and proper ufe of my facul- 
j ties? What is'^fciftencc to him who has not the dif- 
pofel of it ? I cannot kill my flave ; but I can make 
him bleed under the whip of an executioner ; I can 
overwhelm him with forrows, drudgery, and want } 
I can injure him every way, and fecretly undermine 
the principles and fprings of his life ; I can fmother, 
by flow puniihments, the wretched infant which a 
Negro woman carries in her womb. Thus the laws 
protetft the flave againft a violent death, only to leave 
to my cruelty the right of making him die by de- 
grees. The right of flavery is, in fadl, that of per- 
petrating all forts of crimes : thofe crimes which in- 
vade property ; for flaves are not fuffered to have 
any even in their own perfons : thofe crimes which 
deftroy perfonal fafety ; for the flave may be facri- 
ficed to the caprice of his mailer : thofe crimes which 
make modefty ftiudder. — My blood rifes at thefe hor- 
' rid images. I detelt, I abhor the human fpeciescom- 
pofed only of vidlims apd executioners ; and if it is 
never to become better, may it be annihilated '. 

But thefc Negroes, fay they, are a race of men 
born for flavery ; their difpolitions are narrow, trea- 
cherous, and wicked; they themfelves allow the fu^ 
periority of our underftandings, and almoft acknow- 
ledge the juftice of our authority. 

The minds of the Negroes are contrafled ; becaufe 
flavery deftroys all the fprings of the foul. They are 
wicked j but not fufficiently fo with you. They are 
treacherous ; becaufe they are under no obligation 
to fpeak truth to their tyrants. They acknowledge 
the fuperiority of our underftandings, becaufe we 
have perpetuated their ignorance: they aUow the. 
juftice of our authority, becaufe we have abufed their 
weaknefs. As it was impoflible for us to maintain 
our fuperiority by force, we have, by a criminal po- 
licy, had recourfe to cunning. We have almoft per- 
fuaded them that they were a fingular fpecies, born 
only for dependence, for fubjedion, for labour, and 
for fhaftiferpcnt. We have neg^efled nothing tha^ 
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might tend to degrade thefe unfortunate people, and b < 
we have afterwards upbraided them for their mean- 
ncfs. 

But th^e Negroes, it is further urged, were born 
Haves. - 

Barbarians, will you perfuade me, that a man can 
be the property of a fovereign, a fon the property of 
a father, a wife the property of a hufband, a domef- 
tic the property of a mafter, a Negro the property of 
a i^nter ? 

Proud and difdainful being, who doft dilavow thy 
brethren, wilt thou never perceive that this contempt 
recoils upon thyfelf ? If thou doft wifh that thy pride 
ihould be ennobled, exert a fufficient elevation of 
mind, to make it coniift in the nece^ry affinities 
which thou baft with thefe unfortunate men whom 
thou doft debafe. 

One common Father, an immortal foul, a future 
ftate of felicity, fuch is thy true glory, and fuch bke- 
wife is theirs. 

But it is government itfelf that fells the flaves. 

How did the ftate acquire that right ? Let the ma- 
giftrate be ever fo abfolute, Is he proprietor of the 
fubje^s fubmitted to his empire ? Hath he any fur- 
ther authority, but that with which he is intrufted 
by the citizen ? And have any people ever had the 
privilege of difpofing of their liberty ? 

But thefe flaves have fold themfelves. If they be- 
long to themfelves, they have a right to difpofe of 
themfelves. It is hisbufinera to put a price on his li- 
berty ; and when that is fettled, whoever gives him 
the money, hath acquired a legal right over him. 

No man hath the right of felling himfelf ; becaufe 
he hath no right to accede to every thing which an 
unjuft, violent, and depraved mafter might require 
of him. He is the property of God, who is his firft 
mafter, and from whofe authority be is never releafed. 
The man who fells him, makes a deceitful bargain 
with his purchafer, becaufe he lofes his own value. 
And tbe money, as fooii as it is paid to htm, remains. 
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BOOK with his perfoa, in the hands of his mafter. What 
y ^'' J property can a man be in poffeffion of, who hath 
given up every right of property ? Nothing can be- 
long to him who hath agreed to have nothing. He 
cannot evea have virtue, honefty, nor a will of his 
own. The man who hath reduced bimfelf to the 
condition of a dellrui^ive weapon, is a madman, and 
not a flave. A man may fell his life, in the fame 
manner as a foldier does, but he cannot as a flave ; 
and this conltitutes the difference of the two condi- 
tions.. 

But thefe Haves bad been taken in war, and would 
have been murdered if we had not interfered. 

Would there have been any wars without you ? 
Are not the diflenfions among thofe people owing to 
yourfelves ? Do you not carry deftrudive weapons to 
them? Do you not infpire them with the defire of uling 
tfaem ? WiU your veflels never forfake thofe deplorable 
jhores, till after the deftrudion of the miferable race 
who inhabit them ? Why do you not fuffer the vidor 
to make what ufe he choofes of hisvidory ; and why 
do you become his accomplice ? 

But they were criminals, who deferved death, or 
the greatelt punifhments, and were condemned in 
their own country to flavery. Are you then the ex- 
ecutioners of the people of Africa ? Befide, who was ■ 
it that condemned them ? Do you not know, that in 
a defpotic (late there is no criminal but the tyrant ? 
The fubjed of an abfolute prince is the fame as the 
Have in a ilate repugnant to nature. Every thing . 
that contributes to keep a man in fuch a Aate, is an 
attempt againft his perfon. Every power which fixes 
bim to the tyranny of one man, is the power of his ■ 
enemies ; and all thofe who are about him, are the 
authors or abettors of this violence. His mother, 
who taught him the firfl leflbns of obedience ; his 
neighbour, who fet him the example of it ; his.fupe- 
riors, who compelled him into this Ilate ; and bis equals, 
who led him into it by their opinion : all thefe are 
the miniflers and infiruments of tyranny. The ty-m 
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rant can do nothing of himfelf ; he is only the pri-'^ o o K 
Ttmm mobile of thofe efforts which all his fubjedls exert ■ ^ ^ 
to their own mutual opprefllon. He keeps them in 
a ftate of perpetual war, which renders robberies, 
treafons, a&ihnations lawful. Thus, like the blood 
which flows in bis veins, all crimes originate from 
his heart, and return thither as to their primary 
fource. Gahgula ufed to fay, that if the whole hu- 
man race had had but one head, he Ihould have ta- 
ken pleafure in cutting it off, Socrates would have 
faid, that if all crimes were heaped upon one head, 
that Ihould be the one which ought to be flricken o£ 

But they enjoy more felicity in America, than they 
did in Africa. 

Wherefore then are thefe flaves conftantly fighing 
after their own country ? Why do they refume their 
- liberty as foon as they are able ? Why do they prefer 
deferts, and the fociety of wild beafls, to a condition 
that appears to you fo mild ? Why doth defpair in- 
duce them to deftroy themfelves, or to poifon you ? 
Why do their women fo frequently procure abortion, 
in order that their children may not partake of their 
melancholy deftiny ? When you fpeak to us of the 
happinefs of your flaves, you are falfe to yourfelves, 
and you deceive us. It is the utmoft pitch of extra- 
vagance to attempt to transform fo ftrange a bar- 
barity into an a& of humanity. 

But it is urged, that in Europe, as well as in 
America, the people are flaves. The only advantage 
we have over the Negroes is, that we can break one 
chain to put on another. 

It is but too true ; mod nations are enflaved. The 
multitude is generally facrificed to the paffions of a 
few privileged oppreffors. There is fcarce a region 
known, where a man can flatter himfelf that he is 
mafter of his perfon, that he can difpofe, at pleafure, 
of his inheritance ; and that he can quietly enjoy the 
fruits of his induftry. Even in thofe countries that 
are leaft under the yoke of fervitude, the citizen, de- 
prived of the produce of his labour, by the want^ ia« 
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BOOK wSkatly renewed of a rapacious or needy govern- 
. ^'' ■ ment, is continually reftrained in the moft lawful 
means of acquiring felicity. Liberty is ftiiled in all 
parts, by extravagant fuperftitions, by barbarous cuf- 
toms, and by obfolete laws, it will one day certainly 
rife again from its aHies. In proportion as morality 
and policy fliall be improved, man will recover his 
rights. But wherefore, while we are waiting for 
thefe fortunate times, and thefe enlightened ages of 
profperity, wherefore mull there be an unfortunate 
race, to whom even the comfortable and honourable 
name of freeman is denied, and who, notwithftahding . 
the inftabiljly of events, muft be deprived of the hope 
even of obtaining it ? Whatever, therefore, may be 
frid, the condition of thefe unfortunate people is veiy 
different ftxira ours. 

The laft argument which hath been ufed in julli- 

fication of flavery. hath been to fay, that it was the 

only method which could be found to lead Negroes 

■ to the bleffings of eternal life, by the great benefit of 

baptifm. 

O beneficent Jefus ! how is it poffible that thy mild 
maxims could have been perverted to juftify fuch 
an infinite number of horrid afts? If the Chriftian 
religion did really thus give a fandion to the avarice ' 
of empires, its fanguinary tenets ought for ever to 
be profcribed. It Ihould either be aboUfhed, or it 
fhould difavow, in the face of the whole univerfe, the 
enormities that are imputed to it. Let not its mi- 
nifters be apprehenfive of difplaying too much en- 
thufiafm upon fuch a fubjei^. The more they {hall 
be inflamed upon it, the better will thfcy ferve their 
caufe. Tranquillity would be criminal in them, and 
wifdom will break forth in their tranfports. 

The man who defends the fyftem of flavery, will 
undoubtedly complain, that we have not allowed to 
his arguments alt the energy of which they were 
fufceptible. This may poiEbly be. Who is the man, 
who would proftitutc his talents in the defence of the 
loaoft abominable of all caufes, or who wonid employ 
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his. ebquence, if he had any, in the juftification of a b o o K 
multitude of murders already committed, and of a . ^\ r 
multitude of others ready to be perpetrated ? Execu- 
tioner of thy brethren, take thyfelf the pen in thy 
band if thou dareft, quiet the perturbations of thy con- 
fcience, and harden thine accomplices in their crimes. 
,1 could have refuted with greater enerf^y, and 
more at large, the arguments I had to combat ; but 
the fubjeft was not worth the pains. Are many ex- 
ertions due, or muft the utmoft intenfenefs of thought 
be bellowed upon him who doth not fpeak as he 
thinks ? Would not the filence of contempt be more 
fuitable, than difpute with him who pleads for bis 
own tntereft againft juftice and againft his own con- 
viftion ? 

I have already faid too much for the honeft and 
feeling man. I fhall never be able to fay enough for . 
the inhuman trader, 

Let OS, therefore, haften to fubftitute the light of 
reafon and the fentiments of nature to the blind fe- 
rocioufnefs of our anccftors. Let us break the bonds ' 
of fo many vidiims to our mercenary principles, Ihould 
we even be obliged to difcard a commerce which is 
founded only on injuftice, and the objeA of which is 
luxury. 

But even this is not neceifary. There is no oc- 
cafion to give up thofe conveniences which cuftom 
hath fo much endeared to us. We may draw them 
from Africa itfelf The moft valuable of them are in- 
digenous there, and it would be an eafy matter to na- 
turalize the others. Can Ihere be a doubt, that a 
people, who fell their children in order to fatisfy 
fome tranficnt caprices, would determine to cultivate 
their lands, that they might enjoy habitually all the 
advantages of a virtuous and well-regulated focicty ? 

Perhaps it wguld not even be impollible to obtain 
thefe productions from the colonies without peo- 
pling them with flaves. The proviRons might be ga- 
thered by the hands of free people, and would from 
that time be confumed without remorfe. 
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BOOK In order to obtain this end, which is generally con.* 
. ^*' _j fidered as chimerical, it would not be neceflary, ac- 
iording to the ideas of an enlightened man, to re- 
leafe from their chains thofe unfortunate people, who 
are either bom, or have grown old in fervitude. Thefe 
flupid men.wjio would not have been prepared for fuch 
a change of lituation, would be incapable of condut^ing 
themfelves, they would fpend their hves in habitual in- 
dolence,orin the commiflionofallkindsof crimes. The 
great benefit of liberty muft be preferred for their po- 
fterity, and even that with fome modifications. Thefe 
children, till they attain their twentieth year, fliould 
belong to the mailers of the manufat^ure or planta- 
tion where they were bom, in order that he may be 
reimburfed the exptinces which he will have been 
obliged to incur for bringing them up. The five fol- 
. lowing years they fliould ftill be obliged to ferve 
him, but for a ftipulated falary fettled by the law. 
After this time they fhould be independent, provided 
their condud had not deferved much cenfure. If 
they Should have been guilty of any weighty crime, 
they Ihould be condemned by the maeiftrates to pub- 
lic labour for a more or lefs confiderable time. A hut 
Ihould be given to the new citizens, with ground 
fufficient to make a fmall garden, and the tteafury 
. ihould be at the expence of this dlabliihment. No 
legulation Ihould deprive thefe men, become free, 
of the power of extending the property which ihall 
have been gratuitoully bellowed upon them. To put 
fuch reftraints upon their at^ivity and their intelli- 
gence, would be to lofe, by abfurd laws, the fruits 
of fo laudable an inllitution. 

This arrangement, according to all appearances, 
would be attended with the happiefl: effeds. The 
population of the blacks, which is at prefent check- 
ed by the regret of bringing into the world none but 
beings who are condemned to misfortune and infbmy, 
will make a rapid progrefs. This offspring will be 
moll tenderly taken care of by thofe very mothers 
who often took inexprefiible delight in ftifling them, 
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or iii feeing them perUh. Thefe men, accuftomed to a a o K 
occupation, in expeaation of certain liberty, and . *'• 
who will not have an extent of property fufficient for ' 
their fubiiflence, will fell their labours to whom- > 
foever would be inclined or able to pay for them, 
. Their work will indeed coil more than that of the 
flares, but it will alfo be more profitable. A greater 
degree of labour will give a greater abundance of 
productions to the colonies, which will be enabled, 
by their riches, to acquire a greater quantity of mer- 
chandife from the mother- country. 

Is it then apprehended, that the facility t^ ac- 
quiring fubfiftence without labour, on a foil natural' 
ly fertile, and of difpenling with the want of clothes, 
would plunge thefe men in idlenefs ? Why then do not 
the inhabitants of Europe confine themfelvcs to fucta 
labours as are of indifpenfable neceffity ? Why do 
they exhaull their powers in laborious employments, 
which tend only to the gratification of a few momen- 
tary fancies ? There are amongil us a thoufand pro- 
fefHons, fome more laborious than others, which owe 
their origin to our inftitutions. Human laws have 
given rife to a variety of fa<5litious wants, which 
otherwife would never have had an exiflence. By dif- 
pofing of every fpecies of property according to their 
capricious inftitutious, they have fubjedled an infinite 
number of people to the imperious will of their fel- 
low-creatures, fo far as even to make them fing and 
dance for fubfiflence. We have amongft us beings, 
formed like ourfelves, who have confented to bury 
themfelves under mountains, in order to fumtfti us 
with metals, and with copper, which may perhaps 
poifon us : why do we imagine that the Negroes are 
lefs dupes and lefs foolifli than the Europeans ? 

While we are reftoring thefe unhappy beings to li- 
berty, we muft be careful to fubjedl them to our laws 
and manners, and to offer them our fupetfluities. Wo 
muft give them a country, give them interefts to 
fludy, productions to cultivate, and articles of con- 
fumption agreeable to their refpeCUve taftes, and our 
3 
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BOOK colonies will never want hands, which, being eafed 
. ^'•' . of their chains, will become more attire and robuft. 
Id order to overturn the whole fyftem of flavery, 
< which is fupported by paflions fcr univerfal, by laws 
fo authentic, by the emulation of fuch powerful na- 
tions, by prejudices ftill more powerful, to what tri- 
bunal Ihall we refer the caufe of humanity, which fo 
many men are in confederacy to betray ? Sovereigns 
of the earth, you alone can bring about this revolu- 
tion. If you do not fport with the reft of mortals, if ' 
you do not regard the power of kings as the right of 
a fuccefsful plunder, and the obedience of fubjeds 
as artfully obtained from their ignorance, refled on 
your own obligations. Reftife the fenftion of your au- 
. thorityto the infamous andcriminaltrafficof men turn- 
ed into fo many herds of cattle, and this trade will 
ceafe. For once unite, for the happinefs of the world, 
thofe powen and defigns which have been fo often 
exerted for its ruin. If fome one among you would - 
venture to found the expedation of this opulence and 
grandeur on the generofity of all the rail, he inilant- 
ly becomes an enemy of mankind, who ought to be 
deftroyed. You may carry fire and fword into his 
territories. Your armies will foon be infpired with 
the facred enthufiafm of humanity. You will then 
perceive what difference virtue makes between men 
who fuccour the oppreffed, and mercenaries who fervc 
tyrants 

But what am I faying ? Let the inefie^ual calls of 
humanity be no longer pleaded with the people and 
their mafters : perhaps they have never been attended 
to in any public tranfaftions. If then, ye nations of 
Europe, intereft alone can exert its influence over 
you. Men to me once more. Your flaves ftand in no 
need either of your generofity or your counfels, in 
order to break the facriligeous yoke of their oppref- 
fion. Nature fpeaks a more powerful language than 
philofophy or intereft. Already have two colonies of 
fugitive Negroes been eftablifhed, to whom- treatiei 
and power give a perfefl fecurity from your attempts. 
4 
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Thefe are fo many indications of the impending ftorm, book 
and the Negroes only want a chief, fufficiently cou- ^'' 
rageous, to lead them on to vengeance and Haunter. ' 

Where is this great man, whom nature owes to her 
afflitfled, opprefled, and tormented children ? Where 
is he ? He will undoubtedly appear, he will fhow 
himfelf, he will lift up the facred ftandard of liberty. 
This venerable fignal will coUeft around him the 
companions of his misfortunes. They will rufh on with 
more impetuofity than torrents ; they will leave be- 
hind them, in all parts, indelible traces of their juft 
refentment. Spaniards, Portuguefe, EngUfti, French, 
I)utch, all their tyrants will become the vid:ims of 
fire and fword. The plains of America will fuck up 
with tranfport the blood which they have fo long ex- 
pe&ed, and the bones of fo many wretches, heaped 
upon one another, during the courfe of fo many cen- 
turies, will bound for joy. The Old World will join 
its plaudits to thofe of the New. In all parts the 
name of the hero, who Ihall have reftored the rights 
of the human fpecies, will be bleft ; in all parts tro- 
phies will be ereded to his glory. Then will the 
black code be no more ; and the white code will be a 
dreadful one, if the conqueror only regards the right 
of reprifals. 

Till this revolution {hall take place, the Negroes* 
groan under the oppreflion of labours, the defcription 
of which cannot but interefl us more and more in 
their deftiny. ' ■ 

The foil of the American iUands bath little refem-Theadtnn 
blance to ours. It productions are very different, as ofih/j^L 
well as the manner of cultivating them. Except rinaArchi- 
fome pot-herbs, nothing is fown there ; every thing E^^'Stl^e* 
is planted. tonegiea- 

Tobacco being the firft produiftian that was culti- 
vated, as its roots do not ftrike deep, and the lead 
injury deftroys them, a fimple harrow was only em- 
ployed to prepare the lands which were t& receive it, 
and to extirpate the noxious weeds which would have 
choked it. This cuftom ftill prevails, 
re/. iK I 
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BOOK When more troublefome cultures begad to be at- 
^ ^'' tended to, and which were lefs delicate, the hoe wa« 
' made ufe of to work and weed ; but it was not era- 
ployed over the whole extent of ground that was to 
be cultivated. It was thought fufiicient to dig a hole 
for the leception of the plant. 

The inequallity of the ground, moH commonly full 
of hillocks, probably gave rife to this cuftoni. It 
might be apprehended, that the rains, wbucb alway» 
fall in torrents, fliould deftroy, by the cavities they 
make, the land that had been turned up. Indolence, 
and the want of means at the time of the fidl fettle- 
ments, extended this pradice to the moft level plains j 
and cullom, which no one ever thought of deviating 
firom, gave a fant^ion to it. At length fome planters, 
who were adventurous enough to difcard former pre* 
judices, thought of ufing the plough ; and it is prO' - 
bable that this method will become general wherever 
it fhall be found pradicable. It has every circum- 
fiance in its favour that can make it defiraUe. 

Alt the l;uids of the iflaods were virgin lands, when 
the Europeans undertook to clear them. The firit 
that were occupied, have for a long time yielded lefs 
produce than they did in the beginning. Thofe 
which have been fucceflively cleared, are likewife 
more or lefs exhaufted, in proportion to the period of 
the.ir firft cultivation. Whatever their fertility at firii 
might have been, they all lofe it in procefs of time, 
and they will foon ceafe to requite the labours of tht^e 
who cultivate them, if art be not exerted to aOift: 
nature. 

It is a principle of agriculture generally adinitted 
by naturaliits, that the earth becomes fertile only in 
proportion as it can receive the influence of the air, 
and of all thofe meteors wluch are diredled by this 
powerful agent, fuch as fogs, dews, and rains. Con< 
tinual tillage can only procure this advantage to it : 
the illands in particular conftantly require it. The 
wet feafon muft be chofen fen: turning up the ground, 
the drynefs of which would be aa impediment to fer- 
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lllity. Ploughing cannot be attended with dny in-* o o ^ 
convenience in lands that are level. One might pre- ■ , ' ^ 
vent the danger of having fliclvmg grounds deftroy- 
ed by ftorms, by maldng furrows tranfverfely, on a , 
line that fliould crofsthat of the Hope of the hillocks. 
Ifthe declivity were fofteep that the cultivated grounds 
'could be carried away, notwithftanding the furrows, 
fmall drains, fomething deeper, might be added Bar 
the fame purpofe at particular diftances, which would 
partly break the force and velocity that the fteepnels 
of the hills adds to the fall of heavy rains. 

The utility of the plough would not be merely limit- 
ed to the producing a greater portion of the vegeta- 
ble juice in plants ; it would make their produce the 
more certain. The iflands are the regions of infeds : 
their multiplication thece is favoured by a conllant 
heat, and one race fucceeds another without inter* 
ruption. The extenfive ravages they make are well 
known. Frequent and fucceffive ploughing would 
check the progrefs of this devouring race, disturb 
their re-produ<ftion, kill great numbers of them, and 
deftroy greateft part of their eggs. Perhaps this ex- 
pedient would not be fuiScient againfl the rats which 
Ihips have brought from Europe into America, where 
they have increafed to that degree, that they often de- , 
ftroy one-third of the crops. The induftry of flaves 
might alfo be called in to aflift, and their vigilance ' 

might be encouraged by fome gratificittion. 

The uTe of the plough would probably introduce 
the cuftom of manuring : it is already known on the 
greateft part of the coaft. The manure there in ufe 
is called Varech, a kind of fea-plant, which, when 
ripe, is detached from the water, and driven on the 
ftrand by the motion of the waves : it is very pro- 
dut^ive of fertility ; but if employed without pre- 
vious preparation, it communicates to the fugar A 
difagreeable bitternefs, Which muft arife from the 
falts that are impregnated with oily particles abound- 
ing in fea- plants. Perhaps, in order to take off this 
titter tafte, it would only be neceffary to burn th« 
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BOOK plant, and make ufe of the aflies. The falls beinj 
. ^'' by this operation detached from the oily particles, 
and triturated by vegetation, would circulate more ' 
freely in the fugar- cane, and impart to it purer juices. 
The interior parts of this country have not tiU late- 
ly been dunged. Necefllty will make this praftice 
become more general ; and in time the foil of Ame- 
rica will be affifted by the feme methods of culti- 
vatJDn as the foil of Europe j but with more diffi- 
culty. In the iilands, where herds of cattle are not 
fo numerous, and where there is feldom the conveni- 
ence of flables, it is to have recourfe to other kinds 
of manure, and multiply them as much as polBble, in 
order to compenfate the quality by the quantity. The 
grcateft reiburce will always be found in the weeds^ 
from which ufeful plants muft be conftaiitly freed. 
Thefe muft be colle^ed together in heaps, and left to 
putrify. The colonics who cultivate coffee have fet 
the example of his pradice ; but with that degree of 
indolence which the heat of the climate occafions m 
all manual labour. A pile of weeds is heaped up at 
.the bottom of the coffee-trees, without regarding 
whether thefe weeds, which they do not evert take 
the trouble of covering with earth, heat the tree, 
and harbour the infedls that prey upon it. They 
have been equally negligent in the management of 
their cattle. 

All, the domeftic quadrupeds of Europe were im- 
ported into America by the Spaniards ; and it is 
from their fettlements that the colonies of other na- 
tions have been fupplied. Excepting hogs, which are 
found to thrive beft in countries abounding with 
aquatic produtflions, infetSts, and reptiles, and are be- 
come larger and better tafted, all thefe animals have 
degenerated, and the few that remain in the iilands 
are very fmall. Though the badnefs of the climate 
may contribute fomething to this degeneracy, the 
want of care is perhaps the principal caufe. They 
always lie in the open field. They never have either 
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bmn or oats given them, and are at grafs the whole book 
year. The colonifts have not even the attention of ^'- . ' 
dividing the meadows into feparate portions, in order ' 
to make their cattle to pafs from one into the other. 
They always feed on the fame fpot, without allowing 
the grafs time to fpring up again. Such paftures can 
only produce weak and watery juices. Too quick a 
vegetation prevents them from being properly ripen- 
ed. Hence the animals, deftined for the food of man, 
afford only flefh that is tough and flabby. 

Thofe animals, which are referved for labour, do 
but very little fervice. The oxen draw but light 
loads, and that not all day long. They are .always 
four in number. They are not yoked by the head, 
but by the neck, after the Spanilh cuftom. They 
are not ftimulated by the goad, but driven by a whip, 
and are direfted by two drivers. 

When the roads do not allow the ufe of carriages, 
mules are employed inftead of oxen. Thefe are fad- 
died after a fimpler method than in Europe, but 
much inferior to it in ftrength. A mat is fixed on 
their back, to which two books are fufpended on 
each fide, the firfi that are cafually met with in the 
woods. Thus equipped, they carry, at mofl:, half ■ 
the weight that European horfes can bear, and go 
over but half the ground in the fame time. 

The pace of their horfes is not fo flow : they have 
preferyed fomething of the fleetnefs, fire, and dociUty 
of thofe of Andalufia, from which they derived then- 
pedigree ; but their ftrength is not anfwerable to their 
ipirit. It is neceflary to breed a great numi)er of 
them, in order to obtain that fervice which might be 
had from a fmaller number in Europe. Three or 
four of them muft be harnefl'ed to very light car- 
riages ufed by indolent people for making excurfions, 
which they call journeys; but which with us would 
only be an airing. 

The degeneracy of the animals in the iflands might 
have been prevented, retarded, or diminiHied, if care 
had been taken to renew them by a foreign race, 
liij 
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B o'o K Stallions brought from colder or warmer countries, 

. ^'- would in fome degree have corrcfted the influence of 

• the climate, feed, and rearing. With the mares of 

the country they would have produced a new race 

far fuperior, as they would have come from a climate 

different from that into which they were imported. 

It is very extraordinary, that fo fimple an idea 
ihould never have occurred to any of the planters; 
and that there has been no legiQature attentive 
enough to its interefts, to fubftitute in its fettlements 
the bifon to the common ox. , Every one who is ac- 
quainted with this animal, muft recoiled that the bi- 
fon ha& a fofter and brighter Ikin, a difpofltion lefs . 
dull and ftupid than our bullock, and a quicknefe and 
docility far fiiperior. It is fwift in running, and when 
mounted can fupply the place of a horfe. It thrives 
as well in fouthern countries, as the ox that we em- 
ploy loves cpid or temperate climates. This fpecies 
is known only in the eaftern illands, and in the great- 
er part of Africa. If cuftom had lefs influence than 
it commonly has, even over the wifeft governments, 
they would have been fenfible that this ufeful animal 
was Angularly well adapted to the great Archipelago 
of America, and that it would be very eafy to export 
it, at a very fmall expence, from the Gold Coaft, or 
the coaft of Angola. 

Two rich planters, one in Barbadoes, the other Jn 
3t. Domingo, equally ftricken with the weaknefs of 
thofe animals, which, according to eftabliftied cuf- 
tom, were employed in drawing and carrying, endea- 
voured to fubftitute the camel to them. This expe- 
riment, formerly tried without fuccefs in Peru by the 
Spaniards, did not fucceed better here, nor was it 
poflible it ihould. It is well known, that though a 
nauve of hot countries, it dreads excellive heat, and 
can as little thrive as propagate under the burning 
Iky of the torrid zone, as in the temperate ones. It 
would have been better to have tried the buffalo. 

The buffalo is a very dirty animal, and of a fierce, 
(lifpofition. Its caprices are ,fudden and frequent, 
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Its Odn is firm, tight, aod Almofi impenetrable, and book 
its homi ferviceable for m&ay purpofea. Ita flelh is . ^'' , - 
black and bard, and dlfagreeable to the talle and 
fmell. The milk of the female is not fo fweet, but 
much more copious than that of the cow. Reared 
like the ox, to which it hath a Unking refemblance, 
it greatly furpafles it in ftrength and fwiftnefs. Two 
buffaloes yoked to a waggon by means of a ring paflTed 
through their nofe, will draw as much as four of the 
ftouteii bullocks, and in lefs than half the time. They 
owe ibii double fuperiority to the advantage of hav- 
ing longer legs, and a more confiderable bulk of body, 
the whole power of which is employed in drawing, 
becaufe they naturally carry their head and neck 
low. As this animal is originally a native of the tor- 
rid zone, and is larger, ftronger, and more manage- 
able in proportion to the heat of the country it is in, 
it cannot ever have been doubted that it would have 
been of great fervice in the Caribbee lllands, and have 
propagated happily there. This is highly probable, 
efpecially fince the fuccefsful experiments that have 
been made of it at Guiana. 

Indolence, and old eftabliHied cufloms, which have 
hindered the propagation of doraeftic animals, have 
no lefs impeded the fuccefs of tranfplanting vege- 
tables. Several kinds of fruit trees have been fuc- 
ceifively carried to the iHands. Thofe that have not 
died, are fome wild llocks, the fruit of which is nei- 
ther beautiful nor good. The greated part have de- 
generated very &ft, becaufe they have been expofed 
to a very ftrong vegetation, ever lively, and conftant- 
ly quickened by the copious dews of .the night and 
the ftrong heats of the day, which are the two grand 
principles of fertility. Perhaps &n intelligent ob- 
ierver would have known how to profit from thefe 
circumftances, and have been able to raife tolerable 
fruit ; but fuch men are not found In the colonies. 
If our kitchen herbs have fucceeded better ; if they 
are always fpringing up again, ever green and ripe ; 
the reafon is that they had not to llruggle againft 
I ijij 
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.BOOK the climate, where they were affifted by a moift and 
, ^'' . clammy earth, which is proper for them ; and becaufe 
they required no trouble. The labour of the (laves 
is employed in the cultivation of more ufeful -pro- 
dudVions. 
The fli»« The principal labours of thefe unhappy men are 
^^to' directed towards thofe objects that are indifpenfable 
Ttfn'' "*'' ^^^ prefervation of their wretched exiftence. Be- 
Bich^"^' fore their arrival in the ifiands, potatoes and yams 
ti^'^'T' grew without labour in the midft of the forefts. The ' 
eipeStd ' potato is a fpecics of convolvulus, which grows up 
ftMndiem. gradually ; the leaves of which are alternate, angu- 
lar, and cordiform ; and its flower referables in figure, 
and in the number of its parts, that of the ordinary 
convolvulus. The (lem of the yam is climbing, her- 
baceous, furniihed with oppofite or alternate leaves, 
cut in the fhape of a heart, and which (hoot forth 
from their axillse clufters of male flowers on one fteni, 
and female ones upon another, each provided with 
one calix that hath fix divifions. The male flowers 
have fix ftamina. The piftil of the female flowers is 
furmounted with three fljies. It adheres to the ca- 
lix, and becomes, along with it, a clofe capfula, with 
three cells filled with two feeds. Thefe plants, which 
are fufflciently multiplied by nature alone for the 
fubfiftence of a fmall number of favages, muft have 
been cultivated, when it became neceflary to feed a 
more confiderable population. This was accordingly 
refolved upon, and other plants were joined to them, 
drawn from the country itfelf of the new confumers. 
Africa hath furniflied the iflands with a flirub, 
which grows- to the height of four feet, lives four 
years, and is ufeful throughout its whole duration. 
Its leaves are compofed of three fmaller elongated 
leaves, united on one common petal. Its flowers, 
which are ycUowifli, and irregular, as thofe of legu- 
minous plants, are difpofed in clufters at the extre- 
mity of the branches. It bears pods, which contain 
a number of a kind of pea, which is very wholefome 
and ycry nouriibing. This fhrub is called the Angola, 
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■pea. It flouriflies equally in lands naturally barren, b o o k 
and in thofe the falts of which have been exhaufted. . ^'' r 
For this reafon, the beft managers among the colo- 
nifts never faii to fow it on all thole parts of their 
eitates, which in other hands would remain uncul- 
tivated. 

The mod valuable prefent, however, which the 
iflands have received from Africa, is the manioc. 
Moft hiftorians have conlidered this plant as a native 
of America. It does not appear on what foundation 
this opinion is fupported, though pretty generally re- 
ceived. But were the truth of it demonftrated, the 
Caribbee Iflands would yet Hand indebted for the 
manioc to the Europeans, who imported it thither 
along with the Africans, who fed upon it. Before 
our invafions, the intercourfe between the continent 
of America and thefe ifles was lb trifling, that a pro- 
duction of the continent might be unknown in the 
Archipelago of the Antilles. It is certain, however, 
that the favages who offered our firft navigators ba- 
nanas, yams, and potatoes, offered them no manioc ; 
that the Carjbs in Dominica and St. Vincent had it 
trom us ; that the charadler of the favages did not 
render them fit to conduct: a culture requiring fo 
much attention ; that this culture can only be car- 
ried on in very open fields ; and that in the forefts, 
with which thefe iflands were overgrown, there were 
no clear and unencumbered fpaces of ground above 
five and twenty toifes fquare. In Ihort, it was be- 
yond a doubt, that the ufe of the manoic was not 
known till after the arrival of the Negroes ; and that 
from time immemorial it hath conftituted the princi- 
pal food of a great part of Africa. 

However this may be, the manioc is a plant which 
is propagated by flips. It is fet in furrows that are 
live or fix inches deep, which are filled with the 
fame earth that has been digged out. Thefe furrows 
are at the difl:ance of two feet, or two feet and a half 
from each other, according to the nature of the 
ground. The llirub rifes a Uttle above fix feet, apd 



t,Cooglc 



Ijt HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOO K its trunk is about the thicknefs of the ann. In pro- 
,^_^''_. portion as it grows, the lower leaves fall off, leaving 
a femicircular imprefllon on the ftem, and only a few 
remain towards the top ; its wood is tender and brittle. 
They are always alternate, and deeply cut into fevcral 
lobes. The extremity of the branches is terminated 
by clufters of male and female Sowers blended toge- 
ther. The calix of the firil is in five divifions, and 
contains ten ftamina; that of the fecond is compofed 
of five pieces. The piftil which they furpound is fur- 
mounted with three hairy ftyles, and becomes a rough 
capfula, with three divifions, filled with three feeds. 
There is no part of the plant ufeful except the root, 
which is tuberofe, and at the end of eight months, ot 
more, grows to the fize of a large radifii. There are 
feveral varieties of them dillinguiflied, which differ in 
their bulk, their colour, and the time they take in 
coming to maturity. This is a delicate plant, and 
the culture of it is laborious ; it is incommodedby 
the vicinity of every kind of herb, and it requires a 
dry and light foil. 

When the Eoots have acquired their proper fize and . 
maturity, they are plucked up, and undergo various 
preparations, to render them fit for the food of man. 
Their firH Ikin muft be fcraped, they mull be wafb- 
ed, grated, and afterwards put into a prefs to extrad 
the juice, which is confidered as a very ailive poifon. 
Any thing that might remain of the venomous prin- 
ciples they contained, is completely evaporated by 
roafting. When they do not yield any more fmoke, 
they are taken off the iron plate ufed for this ope- 
ration, and fuffered to cool. 

The root of the manioc, grated and reduced into 
little grains by roalling, is called fiour of manioc. 
The pafte of manioc is called caffava, which hath 
been converted into a cake by roafting without ftir- 
. ring it. It would be dangerous to eat as much cafia- 

va as flour of manioc, becaufe the former islefs roaft- 
ed. Both keep a long time, and are very nourilhing, ■ 
}}ut a little difficult of digellion, Though tiiis food 
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feems at firft infiptd, there are a great number of B o o s 
white people who have been born in thcfe iflands, . ^'- 
who prefer it to the beft wheat. Mod of the Spa- ' 
niards in general ufe it conftantly. The French feed 
their flaves with it. The other European nations, who 
have fettlements in the iflands, are little acquainted 
with the manioc. It is from North America that 
thefe colonies receive their fubfiftence ; fo that if by 
any accident, which may very poffibly take place, 
their connexions with this fertile country were inter- 
rupted but for four months, they would be expofed to 
perifh by famine. An avidity that hath no bounds, 
makes the colonics of the iflands infenfible of this 
imminent danger. All, at leaft tbe greater part, Jind 
their advantage in turning the whole induftry of their 
flaves towards thofe produdUons which are the objects 
of commerce. The principal of thefe are indigo, 
cochineal, cocoa, amotto, cotton, coflfee, and fugar. 
We have mentioned the three firft in the hiftory of 
the regions under the dominion of Caftile ; and we 
will now defcribe the reft. 

The arnotto is a red dye, called by the Spaniards or iIko*. 
acbiate, into which they dip the white wool, whatever '"" "f «- 
colour they intend to give to it. The tree that yields 
this dye is as high, and more bufliy than the plum- 
tree. It bath a reddiib bark ; its leaves are large, 
alternate, cordiform, and fupplied at their bafe with 
two flipulas or membranes, which fall off early. The 
flowers, difpofed in clufters, have a calix of five di- 
vifions, and ten petals of a flight purple colour, 6ve 
of which are internal and fmaller. They are found, 
as well as a great number of ftamina, under the piftil, 
which is crowned with a fingle ftyle. The fruit is a 
capfula of a deep red colour, ftuck with foft points, 
wide at its bafe, and narrowed at the top. It opens 
longitudinally into two great'valves, furniftied inter- 
nally with a longitudinal receptacle, covered with 
feeds. Thefe feeds are done over with a red fubftance, 
which may be estrafled from them, and which it. 
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» o o K properly fpeaking, the amotto. This tree flowers. 

^ ^'' ^ and bears fruit twice a year. 

As foon as one of the eight or ten pods which each 
cluftcrcontains opens of itfelf, the reft may be gathered. 
All the feeds are then to be taken out, and thrown di- 
redUy into large troughs full of water. When the 
fermentation begins, the feeds muft be ftrongly ftir- 
red up with wooden fpatulas, tiil the amotto be en- 
tirely taken off. The whole is then poured into fieves 
made of nifties, which retain all the folid parts, and 
let out a thick, reddifti, and fetid liquor, into iron 
' coppers prepared to receive it. As it boils, the fcum 
is ftcimmed off, and kept in large pans. When the 
liquor yields no more fcum, it is thrown away as ufe- 
ieis, and the fcum poured back into the copper. 

The fcum, which is to be boiled for ten or twelve 
hours, muft be conltantly flirred with a wooden fpa- 
tula, to prevent its flicking to the copper, or turning 
black. When it is boiled enough, and fomewhat 
hardened, it is fpread upon boards to cool. It is then 
made up into cakes of two or three pounds weight, 
Snd the whole procefs is finiflied. 

CniiifitiTO The cotton fhrub, that fupphes our manufadures, 

vfconoD. feqyj|-gs a j^y and ftony foil, and thrives heft in' 
grounds that have already been tilled. Not but that 
the plant appears to thrive better in frefti lands, than 
in thofe which are eshaufted; but while it produces 
more wood, it bears lefs fruit. 

An eaftern expofition is fitteft for it. The culture 
of it begins in March and April, and continues dur- 
ing the firft fpring rains. Holes are made at feven 
or eight feet diftance from each other, and a few 
feeds thrown in. When they are grown to the height 
of five or fix inches, all the ftems are pulled up, ex- 
cept two or three of the ftrongeft. Thefe are crop- 
ped twice before the end of Auguft. This precaution 
is the more neceflary, as the wood bears no fruit till 
after the fecond pruning ; and if the fhrub were fuf- 
fered to grow more than four feet high, the crops 
woold not be greater, nor the fruit fo eafily gathcted. 
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This ufeful plant will not thrive, if great attention book 
. be not paid to pluck up the weeds which grow about ^J- 
it. Frequent rains will promote its growth, hut they : 
muft not be inceflant. Dry weather is particularly 
necelTary in the months of March and April, which 
is the time of gathering the cotton, to prevent it from 
being difcotoured and fpotted. 

In order to renew this (hrub, it is cut every two of 
three years down to the root, which produces feveral 
fprigs. Leaves grow upon them, which from thre« 
to five lobes, alternately difpofed upon the ftems, and 
accompanied with two ftipulje. At the end of eight 
or nine months, there appear feme yellow floweca, 
ftreaked with red, rather large, and refembling the 
mallow flower in the llruifture and the number <^ 
their parts. The piUil, placed in the middle, be- 
comes a pod, of the lize of a pigeon's egg, with three 
or four cells. Each cell, on burfting, exlubits feve- 
ral roundilh feeds, furrounded with a white kind of 
wadding, which is the cotton, properly fo called. 
This burfting of the fruit indicates its maturity, and 
the time proper for gathering it. 

When it is all gathered in, the feeds muft be pick- 
ed out from the wool. This is done by means of a 
cotton-mill, which is an engine compofed of two rods 
of hard wood, about eighteen feet long, eighteen line* 
in circumference, and fluted two lines deep. They are 
confined at both ends, fo as to leave no more diftance 
between them than is neceflary for the feed to flip 
through. At one end is a kind of little millftone, 
which being put in motion with the foot, turns the 
rods in contrary diredions. They feparate the cot- 
ton, and throw out the feed contained in it. 

The coffee-tree, originally the produce of Arabia, cniti«tio« 
where nature, fcantily fupplying the necelTaries of"^****"* 
life, fcatters its luxuries with a lavifh hand, was long 
the favourite plant of that fortunate country. The 
unfuccefsful attempts made by the Europeans ia, 
the cultivation of it, induced them to believe that the 
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BOOK it^t^^tants of that country fteeped the fruit in boiling 
XI. water, or dried it' in the otcd, before thej fold it, in 
' V -J order %o fecure to themfclTcs a trade from which they 
derived mod of their wealth. This opinion lUU pre- 
vaScd, till the tree itfelf had been conveyed to Ba- 
tavia, and afterwards to the Ifland of Bourbon, and to 
Surinam, when it was demonllraced from experience, 
that the feed of the cofiee tree, as well as of many 
other plants, will never come to any thing, unlefs it 
be put freft) into the ground. 

This tree, which flourifhes only in thofe climate* 
where the winters are extremely mild, hath fmooth, 
* entire, oval leaves, and Iharp Ulce thofe of the laurel ; 
they are, moreoyer, oppofite, and feparate at their 
bafe by an intermediate fcale. The flowers, difpofed 
in rings, have a white corolla, refembling that of jef- 
famiue, charged with five ftamina, and bearing them- 
felvesQpon the piftil, which being enclofed in a calix 
of five divifions, becomes along with it a berry, which 
is at firft green, and afterwards reddilh. of the fize of 
a fmall cherry, and filled with two kernels, or beans, 
of a hard, and as it were homy fubftance. Thefe 
kernels, which are externally cMivex, and flattened 
and furrowed on the fide where they touch' each 
other, yield, when they have been roafted and re- 
duced to powder, a very agreeable infufitMi, fit to 
keep off fleep, and the ufe of which, anciently adopt* 
' ed in Afia, bath been infenfibly fpread over the 
greateft part of the globe. 

The befl: and higheft priced coffee is always that 
which comes from Arabia ; but the iflands of Ameri- 
ca, and the coafts of this New World, which have 
cultivated it from the beginning of this century, fur- 
nifti a much greater quantity. It is not equally good 
every where. That which grows in a favourable foil, 
and in an eaftem expofure, which enjoys the frelhnefa 
of the dews and of the rains, and which is ripened by 
a moderate heat, is fuperior to any other. 

The coflfee {^nts are to be planted in holes of ten 
or twelve inches, and at intervals of fix, feven, eight, 
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or nine feet, according to the nature of the foil, book 
They would naturally grow to the height of eighteen . *'' ^| 
or twenty feet, but they are not allowed to exceed 
five, in order that their fruit may be conveniently 
gathered. When thus cropped, they fpread their 
branches in fuch a manner as to intermix with each 
other. 

Sometimes this tree rewards the labours of the cul- 
tivator as early as the third year, and at other times 
. only at the fifth or lixth. Sometimes it doth not |hv> 
duce a pound of coffee, and at other times it yields 
as much as three or four pounds. In fome places it 
does not laft more than twelve or fifteen years, and 
in others five-and-twenty or thirty. Thefe variations 
depend much upon the foil on which it is planted. . 

The coffee of America remained for a long time 
in a Hate of imperfe^on, which brought it into diH 
grace. No care was taken of it ; but this negligence 
hath gradually diminilhed. It is only after having 
been well walhed, and deprived of its gum, and af- 
ter having received all neceffary preparatiwis, that it 
is at prefent carried to the mill. 

This mill is compofed of two wooden rollers, fur- 
nifhed with plates of iron eighteen inches long, and 
ten or twelve in diameter, Thefe are moveable, 
and are made to approach a third, which is fixed, 
and which they call the chops. Above the rollers is 
a hopper, in which the coffee is put, from whence it 
falls between the rollers and the chops, where it is 
ftripped of its Ikin, and divided into two parts, as 
may be feen by the form of it, after it hath under- 
gone this operation, being flat on one fide, and round 
on the other. From this machine it falls into a brafs 
fieve, where the ikin drops between the wires, while 
the fruit Aides over them into baOtets, placed ready 
to receive it. It is then thrown into a velTel full 
of water, where it {oaks for one night, and is af- 
terwards thoroughly waflied. When the whole is 
finiflied, and well dried, it is put into another ma- 
chine, which is called the peeling mill. This is a 
3 
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BOOK wooden grinder, which is turned vertically upon- its 
^ ^'' . trendle by a mule or a horfe. In^paffing over the 
dried coffee, it takes off the parchment, which is no- 
thing more than a thin (kin, that detaches itfelf from 
the berry as it grows dry. The parchment being re- 
moved, it is taken out of the mill, to be^ winnowed in 
another, which is called the winnowing mill. This 
machine is provided with four pieces of tin, fixed' 
upon an axle, which is turned by a flave with confi- 
derable force ; and the wind that is made by the mo- 
tion of thefe plates clears the coffee of all the pelli- 
cles that are mixed with it. It is afterwards put up- 
on a table, where the broken berries, and any filth 
that may happen to remain, are feperated by the Ne- 
groes. After thefe operations the coffee is fit for 
/ fale. 

The price of this berry was at firft very trifling. 
The esceffive pailion that all Europe took for it raif- 
ed its value exceedingly : and for that reafon its cul- 
tivation was carried on with great alacrity, after the 
peace of 1763. The produce foon exceeded the con- 
iumption, and for feveral years paft all the planters 
have been ruined. They will not recover till after a 
proper equilibrium hath been eftablilhed; and it is 
not in our power to fix the period of this happy re- 
volution. 
CuiiiTJtion The cane that yields the fugar is a kind of reed, 
offugw. which commonly rifes eight or nine feet, and fome- 
times higher, according to the nature of the foil. 
Its moft common diameter is of one inch. It is co- 
vered with a rind, which ,isnot very hard, and con- 
tains a kind of pulp, more or lefs compaift:, full of a 
fweet and vifcid juice. It is interfered at intervals 
with joints, from which originate leaves, that are 
long, narrow, fliarp at their edges, and fulcated at 
their bafis. The lower ones fall off as the ftem grows. 
This is terminated by a lilky pannicle, of a confider- 
able fize, every flower of which hath three fl:amina 
and one fingle feed, covered with a two-leaved calix, 
with a Ihaggy furface. 

4 
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This plant hath been cultivated from the earlleft book 
antiquity in Tome countries of Alia and Africa. . ^'' , . 
About the middle of the twelfth century, it became 
known in Sicily, from whence it palTed into the 
fouthem provinces of Spain. It was afterwards tranf- 
planted into Madeira and the Canaries. From thefe 
(Hands, it was brought into the New World, where 
it fucceeded as well as if it had been indigenous 
there. 

All foils are not equally proper ^or it. Such as are 
rich and ftrong, low and marfhy, environed with 
woods, or lately cleared, however large and tall the 
canes may be, produce only a juice that is aqueous, 
infipid, of a bad quality, difficult to be boiled, puri- 
fied, and preferved. Canes planted in a ground where 
they foon meet with foft ftone or rock, have but a very 
fhort duration, and yield but little fugar. A light, 
porous, and deep fc^, is by nature moft favourable 
to this produ^on. 

The general method of cultivating it, is to pre- 
pare a large field ; to make at the diftance of three 
feet from one another, furrows eighteen inches long, 
twelve broad, and fix deep ; to lay in thefe two, and 
fometimes three flips of about a foot each, taken from 
the upper part of the cane, and to cover them lightly 
with earth. From each of the joints in the flips iflues 
a Aem, which in time becomes a fugar-cane. 

Care fiiould be taken to clear it conftantly from 
the weeds, which never &il to grow around it. This 
labour only continues for fix months. The canes - 
then are fufficiently thick and near one another to 
deftroy every thing that might be prejudicial to their 
fertility. They are commonly fuflered to grow 
eighteen months, and are feldom cut at any other 
time. 

From the flock of thefe ifiTue fuckers, which are in 
their turn cut fifteen months after. This fecond cut- 
ting yields only half of the produce of the Grft. The 
planters fometimes make a third cutting, and even a 
fourth, which are always fucceflively lefs, however 
To/. IT. K 
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BOOK good the foil may be. Nothing, therefore, but want 
. ^'' of hands for pknting afrelh, can oblige a i^anter to 
expert more than two crops from his cane. 

Thefe crops are not made in all the colonies at the 
fame time. In the Danilh, Spanilh, and I}utch fet- 
tlements, they begin in Jannary aod continue tilt 
Odober. This method doth not imply any fixed fea- 
fon for the maturity of the fugar-cane. The plant, 
however, like others, muft have its progrefs ; and it . 
hath been Juftly obferred to be in flower in the 
months of November and December. It muft necef- 
farily follow from the cuQom thefe nations have 
adopted, of continuing to gather their crops for ten 
months without internuffion, that they cut fome canes 
which are not ripe enough, and others that are too 
ripe, and ^n the fruit hath not the requifite quali- 
ties. The time of gathering them fliould be at a 
fixed feafon, and probably the months of March and 
April are the fitted for it ; becaufe all the fweet 
Iruits are ripe at that time, while the four ones do 
Mot arrive to a ftate of maturity till the months of 
July and Auguft." 

The Eoglifh cut their canes in March and April ; 
but they are not induced to do this on account of 
their ripenefs. The drought that prevails in their 
illands renders the rains wtucb fall in September ne- 
cefTary to their planting ; and as the canes are 
eighteen months in growing, this- period always brings 
them to the precife point of maturity. 

In order 'to extract the juice of the canes, when 
cut, which ought to be done in four-and-twenty hours, 
otherwife it would turn four, they are paffed between 
two cylinders <^ iron, or copper, placed perpendicu- 
larly on an immoveable table. The motion 'of the 
cylinders is regulated by an horizontal wheel, turned 
by oxen or horfes ; but in water-mills this horizontal 
wheel derives its movement from a perpendict^ar one, 
the circumference of which meeting a current of wa- 
ter, receives an imprelEon which turns it upon its 
axis : this motion is from right to left, if the current 



:,.ndty Google 



m THE iAST Ain> W£ST lKDI£S. I47 

of water ftrikft the upper part of the wheel ; fVom book 
left to right, if it ftrike the loWer part. , ^'- 

From the refervoir, where the juice of the cane is 
received, it tails into a boiler, where thofe particles 
of water are made to evaporate that are moft eafily 
fepanited. This liquor is poured into another boiler^ 
where a moderate fire makes it throw up its firft fcum. 
When it has loft its clammy confiftence, it is made to 
run into a third boiler, where it throws up much mora 
fcum by means of an increafed degree of heat. It 
then receives the laft boiling in a fourth cauldron, 
the fire of which is three times ilronger than the 
firft. 

This laft fire determines the fuccefs of the procefs. 
If it hath been well managed, the fugar forms cryf- 
tals that are larger or fmaller, more or lefs bright, in 
proportion to the greater or Iefs-(|iiantity of oil they 
abound with. If the fire hath been too violent, the 
fubftance is reduced to a black and charcoal extrad^ 
which cannot produce any more efl^ential fait. If the 
fire hath been too moderate, there remains &confider- 
able quantity of extraneous oils, which ftaln the fu- 
gar, and render it thick and blackifti ; fo that when 
it is to be dried, it becomes always porous, becaufe 
the fpaces which thefe oils filled up remain empty. 

As foon as the fugar is cool, it is poured into earth- 
en veflels of a conic figure ; thebafe of the cone is 
open, and its top hath a hole, through which the 
water is carried off that hath not formed any cryft'als, 
This is called the fyrup. After this water hath flowed 
through, the raw fugar remains, which is rich, brown 
and fajt. 

The greateft part of the iflands leave to-the Euro- 
peans the care of giving fugar the other preparations 
which are neceffary to make it fit for ufe. This prac- 
tice fpares the expence of large buildings, leaves 
them more Negroes to employ in agriculture, allows 
them to make their cultures without any interruption 
' for two or three months together, and employs a 
greater number of Ihips for extVortation. 
Kij 
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BOOK The French planters »loDe have thought it theic 
*'• intereft to manage their fugars in a djfierent mMiner. 
To whatever degree of exadnefe the juice of the fu- 
gar-cane may be boiled, there always remains an in- 
finite number of foreign particles attached to the falts 
of the fugar, to which they appear to he what Ices 
are to wine. Thefe give it a dead colour, and the 
tafte of tartar, of which they endeavour to deprive 
it, by an operation called earthing. This conGfts in 
putting again the raw fugars into a new earthen vef- 
fel, in every refped fimilar to that we have mention- 
ed. The furface of the fugar, throughout the whole 
extent of the. bafis of the cone, is then covered with 
a white marl, on which water is poured. In filtering 
it through this marl, the water carries with it a por- 
tion of a calcareous eaitb, which it finds upon the 
different fahne particles, when this earth meets with 
oily fubftances to which it is united. This water is 
afterwards drained off through the opening at the 
top of the mould, and a fecood fyrup is procured, 
which they call Molajfcs, and which is fo nuich the 
worfe, in proportion as the fugar was finer : that is, 
contained lefs extraneous oil i for then the calcareous 
earth, diflblved by the water, paffes alone, and cae- 
ries with it all its acrid particles. 

This earthing is followed by the laft preparation, 
which is etfeflsd by fire, and ferves for the evaporat- 
ing of the moifture with which the felts are impreg- 
nated during the procefs of earthing. In order to do 
this, the fugar is taken in its whole form out of the 
conical vefiel of earth, and conveyed into a ftove, 
which receives from an iron furnace a gentle and 
gradual heat, where it is left till the fugar is become 
very dry, which commonly happens at the end of 
three weeks. 

Though the expence which this proce& requires 
be in general ufelefs, fince the earthed fugar is com- 
monly refined in Europe in the fame manner as the 
raw fugar ; all the inhabitants of the French illands, 
however, who arc aMe to purify their fugars in this 
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manner, generally take this trouble. To a nation book 
whofe navy is weak, this method is extremely advan- . 

tageous, as it enables it, in times of war, to convey 
into its own mother-country the moll valuable car- 
goes with a lefs number of Aiips than if only raw 
fugars were fent. 

One may judge from the fpecies of fugars, but 
much better from that which has undergone the 
earthing, of what fort of falts it is compofed. If the 
foil where the cane hath been planted be hard, Aoay, 
and Hoping, the ialcs will be white, angular, and the 
grain very large. If the foil be marly, the colour 
will be the fame ; but the granulations, being cut on 
fewer fides, will relied lefs light. If the foil be rich 
and ipongy, the granulations will be nearly fpheri- 
cal, the colour will be dulky, the fugar will flip un- 
der the finger, without any unequal feel. This laft 
kind of fugar is conlidered as the worft. 

Whatever may be the reafon, thofe places that have 
a northern afpeft produce the bed fugar ; and marly 
grounds yield the greatell quantity. The prepara- 
tions which the fugar that grows in thefe kinds of 
foil require, are lefs tedious and troublefome than 
thofe which the fugar requires that is produced in a 
rich land. But thefe obfervations admit of infinite 
variety, the inveftigation of which is properly the 
province of chemifts, or fpeculative planters. 

Befide fugar, the cane furnifhes fyrup, the value 
of which is only a twelfth of that of the price of fu- 
gars. The bell fyrup is that which runs from the 
firfl vefTel into the fecond, when the raw fugar is 
made. It is compofed of the grofTer particles, which 
carry along with them the falts of fugar, whether it 
contain or feparate them in its paflage. The fyrup 
of an inferior kind, which is more bitter, and lefs in 
quantity, is formed by the water which carries off the 
tartareous and earthy particles of the fugar wh^n it 
is wafhed. By means of fire, fome fugar is befides 
citradled from the firft fyrup, which,, after this ope- 
ration, is of lefs ^-alue than the fecond. 
Kiij 
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BOOK Both thefe kinds are carried into the north of Eu- 
. ^'' ■ rope, where the people ufc them inftead of butter 
ai^ fugar. In North America they make the fame 
ufe ofthem, where they are further employed to 
give fermentation and an agreeable tafte to a liquor 
called Pnifs, which is only an infufion of the bark of 
a tree. 

This fyrup is ftill more ufcful, by the fecret that 
hath been difcovered, of converring it by diftillatioa 
into a fpirituous liquor, which the Englifh call Rum, 
and the French Taffia. This procefs, which is very 
fimple. Is made by mixing a third pan of fyrup with 
two-thirds of water. When thefe two fubftances have 
ftifficiently fermented, which commonly happens at 
the end of twelve or fifteen days, they are put into 
a clean ftill, where the diftillation is made a$ ufual. 
The liquor that is drawn off is equal to the quantity 
of the fyrup employed. 

Such is the method which, after many experiments 
and variations, all the iflands have generally adopted 
in the cultivation of fugar. It is undoubtedly a good 
one J but, perhaps, it hath not acquired that degree 
of perfedlion of which it is capable. If, inftead of 
planting canes in large fields, the ground were par- 
celled out into divifions of fixiy feet, leaving between 
two planted divifions a fpace of land uncultivated, 
fuch a method would probably be attended with 
great advantages. In the modern pradice, none but 
the canes which grow on the borders are good, and 
attain to a proper degree of maturity. Thofe in the 
middle of the field in part mifcarry, and ripen badly, 
becaufe they are deprived of a current of air, which 
only afts by its weight, and feldom gets to the foot 
of thefe canes, that are always covered with the 
leaves. 

In this new fyftem of plantation, thofe portions of 
Una which had not been cultivated would be moft 
favourable for teprodudtioo J when the crops of the 
planted divifions had been made, which in their turn 
'^ould be left to recover. It is probable that by thiq 
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method as much fugar might be obtatnecl as by the b o o e 
prefent pradice ; with this additional advantage, that ' , _, 
it would require fewer flaves to cultivate it. One 
may judge what the cultivation of fugar would then 
produce, by what it now yields, ootwithiianding its 
imperfetilions. 

On a plantation fixed on a good ground, and fuf- 
ficiently flocked with Negroes, with cattle, and all 
other neceiTaries, two men- wUl cultivate a fquare of 
canes that is a hundred geometrical paces in every 
diredion. This fquare mull yield, on an average, 
lixty quintals of raw fugar. The common price of a 
quintal in Europe will be twenty livres [i6s. 8d.] 
after deducing all the expences. This makes an 
income of 600 livres [isl-] for the labour of each 
man. One hundred and fifty livres [61. 5s.], to which 
the price of fyrup and rum muft be added, will de- 
fray the expences of culuvation ; that is to fay, for 
the maintenance of flaves, for their lofs, for their 
diforders, for their clothes, for repairing their uten- 
fils, and other accidents. The nett produce of an acre 
and a half of land will then be four hundred and 
fifty livres [18I. 15s.]. It would be difficult to find 
a culture produtfUve of greater emoluments. 

It may be obje<^ed, that this is flating the produce 
below its real value, becaufe a fquare of canes doth 
not employ two men. But thofe who would urge 
fuch an objedion ought to obferve, that the making 
of fugar requires other labours befide thofe of merely 
culrivating it, and confequently workmen employed 
elfewhere than in the fields. The eftimate and com- 
2>eDfarion of thefe different kinds of fen'ice oblige us 
to dedud from the produce of a fquare of plantation 
the expence of maintaining two men. 

It (s chiefly from the produce of fugar that the 
iflands fupply their planters with all the articles of 
convenience and luxury. They draw from Europe 
flour, liquors, fait provUionB„ filks, linens, hardware, 
and every thing that is neceflary for apparel, food, 
iurnituie, ornament, convenience, and even luxury. 
K iiij 
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BOOK Their confumptions of every kind are prodigious, and 
• ^ ' r mull neceiTarily influence the manners of the inha- 
bitants, the greateft part of whom are rich enough 
to fupport tbem. 
•^N"'*" It ihould feem that the Europeans, who have been 
YopJia"' tranfplanted into the American iflands, muil no lefs 
fttiu in ij^yg degenerated than the animals which they car- 
cMiUuidt. ried over thither. The climate ads on all living be- 
ings ; but men being lefs immediately fubjedt to the 
laws of nature, refift her influence the more, becaufe 
they are the only beings who afl for themfelVes. The 
flril colonifts who fettled in the Antilles correded the 
activity of a new chmate and a new foil, by the con- 
veniences which it was in their power to derive &oin 
a commerce that was always open with their former 
country. They learnt to lodge and maintain them- 
felves in a manner the beft adapted to their change 
of fituation. Tliey retained the cuftoms of their edu- 
cation, and every thing that could agree with the 
natural effeds of the air they breathed. With thefe 
they carried into America the food and cuftoms of 
Europe, and familiarifed to each other beings and 
produdlions which Nature had faparated by an in- 
terval of the fame extent as a zone. But of all the 
primitive cuftoms, the moft falutary, perhaps, was 
that of mingling and dividing the two races by in- 
termarriages. 

All nations, even the leaft civilized, have profcrib- 
ed an union of fexes between the children of the 
fame family ; whether, it was that experience or pre- 
judice didlated this law, or chance led them to it. 
Beings brought up together in infancy, accuftomed 
to fee one another continually, in this mutual fami- 
liarity rather contrail that indifference which arifes 
from habit, than that lively and impetuous fenfation 
of fympathy which fuddenly affedls two beings who 
never faw one another. If, in the favage life, hun- 
ger difunites families, love undoubtedly muft have re- 
united them. The hiftory, whether true or fabulous, 
of the rape of the Sabine women, fliows that mar. 
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liage was the firfl alliance between nations. Thus book 
the blood will have become gradually intennixed, ei- , ^'- 
ther by the cafual meetings occafioned by a wander- 
ing life, or by the conventions and agreements of fet- 
tled communities. The natural advantage of croffing 
the breed among men, as well as animals, in order to 
preferve the fpecies from degenerating, is the refult 
of flow experience, and is poftenor to the acknow- 
ledged utility of uniting families, in order to cement 
the peace of fociety. Tyrants foon difcovered how 
far it was proper for them to feparate, or conneA 
their fubjeils-, in order to keep them in a ftatc of de- 
pendence. They formed men into feparate ranks, 
by availing themfelves of their prejudices ; becaufe 
this line of diviflon between them became a bond of 
fubmiflion to the fovereign, who maintained bis au- 
thority by their mutual hatred and oppofition. They 
conneded families to each other in every ftation, be- 
caufe this union totally extinguiflied every fpark of 
diflTcnfion repugnant to the fpirit of civil Ibciety. 
Thus the intermixture of pedigrees and families by 
m^age, hath been rather the refult of political in- 
flitutions, than formed upon the views of nature. 

But whatever be the natural principle and moral 
tendency' of this cuftom, it was adopted by Euro- 
peans, who were deflrous of multiplying in the iflands. 
The greatell part of them either married in their 
own country before they removed into the New 
World, or with thofe who landed there. The Euro- 
pean married a Creole, or the Creole an European, 
whom chance -or family connexions brought into 
America. From this happy aflbciation hath been 
formed a peculiar cbarader, which in the two worlds 
iliftinguiflies the man born under the Iky of the New, 
from parents originally natives of both. The marks 
of this cbarafter will be pointed out with fo much 
the more certainty, as they are taken from the writ- 
ings of an accurate obferver, from whom we have 
already drawn fbme particulars refpeifling natural 
biftory. 
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B o o K The Creoles are in general well made. There U 
, , ' . fcarcc a fiogle perfon among them afflidled with thofe , 
deformities which are (o common in other climates. . 
They have all an extreme fupplenefs in their limbs ; 
whether it is to be attributed to a particular organi- 
zation adapted to hot countries, to the cuftom of their 
being reared without the confinement of Twaddling 
clothes and ftajs, or to the exeicifes thej are habi- 
tuated to from their infancy. Their complexion, 
however, never has that air of vivacity and freflinefs, 
which contributes more to beauty than regular fea- 
tures do. As to their «olour, when they are in licalth, 
it refembles that of perfons jufl: recovering from a fit 
of ilinefs ; but this livid complexion, more or lefs dark, 
is nearly that of our fouthem people. 

Their intrepidity in war bath been fignalized by 
» feries of bold actions. There would be no better 
foldiers, if they were more capable of being difci- 
plined. 

HiAory does not afford, any of thofe inilances of 
cowardice, treachery, and meannefs among them, 
which fully the annals of all natitms. It can hardly 
be alleged that a Creole ever did a mean adUon. 

All ftrangers, without exception, find in the illands 
the moll friendly and generous hofpitality. This ufe- 
ful virtue is pradlifed with a degree of oftentarion, 
which ihows, at lead, the honour they attachto.it. 
Their natural propenfity to beneficence bauiifaes ava- 
rice ; and the Creoles are generous in their dealings. 

They are firangers to difBmulation, craft, and fuf- 
{Hcion. The pride they take in their franknefs, the 
opinion they have of themfclves, together with their 
extreme vivacity, exclude from their commercial 
tran&^lions all that myllery and referve which lUfles 
natural goodnefs of difpofiuon, exringuiihes the fe- 
cial fpirit, and dimini&es our fenfibility. 

A warm imagination, incapable of any reftraint. 
Tenders them independent and inconftant in their tafte. 
H perpetually hurries them with freih ardour into 
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jtleafures, to which they facrifice both their fortune book 
and their whole exiftence. .^ ^^ ^ 

A remarkable degree of penetration, a quick fa- 
cility in feizing all ideas, and exprelling themfelves 
with vivacity ; the power of combining added to the 
talent of obfervation ; a happy mixture of all the 
qualities of the mind and- of the heart, which ren- 
der men capable of the greatelt actions, will make 
them attempt every thing when oppreffion compels 
them to it. 

The fharp and faline air of the Caribbee iflands 
deprives the women of that lively colour which is 
the beauty of their fex; But they have an agreeable 
and fair complexion, which does not deprive the eyes 
of all that vivacity and power that enables them to 
convey into the foul fuch (Irong imprelfions as are 
irrefilUble. As they are extremely fober, they drink 
nothing but chocolate, coffee, and fuch fpirituous li- 
quors as reftore to the organs their tone and vigour, 
enervated by the cUmate ; while the men are con* 
tinually drinking in proportion to the heat that ex- 
haulls them. 

They are very prolific, and often mothers of ten or 
twelve children. This fertility ^arifes from love, which 
ftrongly attaches them to their hulbands ; but which 
alfo throws them inilantly into the arms of another, 
whenever death hath diflblved the union of a fidl or 
fecond marriage. 

Jealous even to diHradtion, they are feldom un- 
faithful. That indolence which makes them negled 
the means of pleating, the tade which the men have 
for Negro women, their particular manner of life, 
whether private or public, which precludes the oppor- 
tunities or temptations to gallantry ; thefe are the bed 
fupports of the virtue of thefe females. 

The folitary kind of manner in which they live in - n. 
their houfes, gives them an air of extreme timidity, > 

' which embarraifes them in their intercourfe with the 
world. They lofe, even in early life, the fpirit of 
emulation and choice ; and this prevents them front 



t,L.ooglc 



tg6 HISTOHr DP SETTLEMENTS AND TKADE 

BOOK cultivating the agreeable talents of education. They 
. ^'' . feem to have neither power nor tafte for any thing 
but dancing, which undoubtedly tranfports and ani- 
mates them to higher pleafures. This inllind of plea- 
fure attends them through their whole Ufe ; whether 
it be, that they Itill retain fome fhare of their youth-, 
fill fenfibility, or are ftimulated with the recolledlion 
of it ; or from other reafons which are unknown to 
us. 

From fuch a conftitution arifes an extremely fen- 
fible and fympathifing charadler, fo that they cannot 
even bear the fight of mifery ; though they are, at 
the fame time, rigid and fevere with refpeft to the 
offices they require of thofe domeftics that are attach- 
ed to their fervice. More defpotic and inexorable to< 
wards their flaves than the men tbemfelves, they feet 
no remorfe in ordering chaftifements, the feverity of 
which would be a punilhment and a le0bn to them, 
if they were obliged to infiift them tbemfelves, or 
were witneffes to them. 

This flavery of the Negroes is, perhaps, the caufe 
from whence the Creoles in part derive a certain 
charader, which makes them appear ftrange, fen ■ 
taftic, and of an intercourfe not much reliflied in Eu- 
rope. From their earlieft infency they are accuftom- 
ed to fee a number of tall and ftout men about 
them, wbofe bufinefs it is to conjedure and anticipate 
their wiflies. This firft view muft immediately infpire 
them with the moft extravagant opinion of tbem- 
felves. Seldom meeting with any oppofition to their 
caprice, though ever fo unreafonable, they affume a 
fpirit of prefumption, tyranny, and difdain for a great 
part of mankind. Nothing is more infolent than the 
man who always lives with his inferiors ; but when 
thefe happen to be Haves, habituated to wait upon 
children, to dread even their cries, which muft expofe 
them to punifiiment, what muft mafters become who 
liavc never obeyed ; wicked men, who have never 
been puniflied ; and madmen, who are ufed to put 
their fellow, creatures in irons ? 
4 
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So cruel an example of dependence gives the Ame- book 
ricans that pride which muft neceflarily be detefted . ^ ^ 
in Europe, where a greater equality prevailing among 
men, teaches them a greater fhare of mutual refpe^. 
Educated -without knowing either pain or labour, 
they are neither able to furmount difficulties or bear 
contradiiftion. Nature hath given them every ad- 
vantage, and fortune refufed them nothing. In this 
refpeS, like molt kings, they are unhappy, becaufe 
they have never experienced adverfity. If the climate 
did not ftrongly excite them to love, they would be ig- 
norant of every real pleafure of the ibul : and yet they 
feldom have the happinefs of forming an idea of thofe 
pafHoQs, which, thwarted by obllacles and refuials, 
are nourilhed with tears and grat4&ed with virtue. If 
they were not confined by the laws of Europe, which 
govern them by their wants, and reprefs or rellrain 
the extraordinary degree of independence they enjoy, 
they would &11 into a foftnefs and effeminacy, which 
would in time render them the vidims of their own 
tyranny, or would involve them in a ftate of anarchy, 
that would fubvert all the foundations of their com- 
munity. 

But if they once ceafed to have Negroes for i]ave», 
and kings who live at a diftance from them for ma- 
fters, they, perhaps, would become the mofl: af^o- 
nifhing people that ever appeared on earth. The fpi- 
rit of liberty which they would imbibe from their 
earlJeft infancy; the underftanding and abilities which 
they would inherit from Europe ; the a^ivity, which 
the neceflity of repelling numerous enemies would 
infpire ; the large colonies they would have to form ; 
the rich commerce they would have to found on an 
immenfe cultivarion ; the ranks and focleties they 
would have to create ; and the maxims, laws, and 
manners they would have to eftablifli on the princi- 
ples of reafon : all thefe fprings of action would, pec- 
haps, make of an equivocal and mifcellaneous race of 
people, the moll ilourilhing nation that philofophy 
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BOOK and humanity could wifli for the happinefe of the 
,_J^ world. 

If ever any fortunate revolution fhould take place 
in the world, it will begin in America. After hav- 
ing experienced fuch dcvaftation, this New World 
muft ftourifh in its turn, and, perhaps, command the 
Old. It will become the afylum of our people who 
have been opprefled by political eftablifliments or 
driven away by war. The favage inhabitants will be 
civilized, and opprefled ftrangers wdll become free. 
But it is neceflary that this change fhould be preced- 
ed by confpiracies, commotions, and calamities ; and 
that a hard and laborious education fhould predifpofe 
their minds both to a6t and to fuffer. 

Young Creoles, come into Europe to excercife and 
pradtife what we teach you ; there to colleA, in the 
valuable remains of our ancient manners, that vigour 
which we have loft ; there to ftudy our weaknefs, and 
draw from our follies themfelves thofe lelfons of wif- 
dom which produce great events ; leave in America 
your Negroes, whofe condition diflrefles us, and whofe 
blood, perhaps, is mingled in all thofe ferments which 
alter, corrupt, and deftroy our population. Fly from 
an education of tyranny, effeminacy, and vice, .which 
you contraft from the habit of living with flaves, 
whofe degraded flationinfpires you with none of thofe 
elevated and virtuous fentiments, which can only give 
life to a people that will become celebrated. Ame- 
rica hath poured all the fources of corruption on Eu- 
rope. To complete its vengeance^ it muft draw from 
it all the inftruments of its profperity. As it hath 
been deftroyed by our crimes, it muft be renewed by 
our vices. 

Nature feems to have deftined the Americans to a 
greater fhare of happinefs than the inhabitants of 
Europe. They have fcarce any illnefs, except in- 
flammations in the lungs, and pleurilies, which are 
almoft as common in the iflands as in all other regions, 
where the tranfitions from heat to cold are frequent 



uy Google 



IN THG EAST AlfD VtBT INDIES. Z59 

an4.fudden. The gout, gravel, ftone, apoplexies, B o o e 
and a multitude of other fcourgea of the human race, ' . 
which aie fo fatal in other countries, have never made 
the leaft ravages there. If the air of the country can 
be withftood, and the middle age be attained to, this 
is fufficient to enfure a long and happy life. There 
c^ age is not weak, languilhing, and befet with thofe 
infirmities which aSet^ it in our climate. 

In the Caribbce iflands, however, new-born infants i^^w 
are attacked with a difeafe which feems pecuhar to EntopniH 
the torrid zone : it is called tetanos. If a child re- ^(^^''1^ 
ceive the impreffion of the air or wind, if the roomiii»nd»of 
where it is juft born be expofed to fmoke, to too much ■*«»»'*■■ 
heat or cold, the diforder fliows itfelf immediately. 
It firft feizes the jaw, which becomes rigid and fixed^ 
fo as not to be opened. This fpafm foon communi- 
cates itfelf to the other parts of the body ; and the 
child dies for want of being able to take nourifliment. 
If it efcape this danger, which threatens the nine firft 
days of its exiftence, it has nothing to fear. The in- 
dulgences which are allowed to childrerv before they 
are weaned, which is at the end of the twelve months, 
fuch as the ufe of coffee, chocolate, wine, but efpe- 
cially fug^r and fweetmeats ; thefe indulgences that 
are fo pernicious to our children, are offered to thofe 
of America by nature, which accuftoms them in early 
age to the productions of their climate. 

The &ir fex, naturally weak and delicate, has its , 
infirmities as well as its charms. In the iflands they 
are fubjeA to a weakness, an almoll total decay of 
their ftrength ; an unconquerable averfion for all kind 
of wholefome food, and an irregular craving after 
every thing that is prejudicial to their health. Salt 
or fpiced food is what they only relilh and defire. 
This difeafe is a true cachexy, which commonly de- 
generates into a dropfy. It is attributed to the dimi- 
nution of the menfes in thofe women who come frdm 
Europe, and to the weaknefs or total fupprefiion of 
that periodical difcharge in Creoles. It might ftill 
mure properly be attributed to the exceflivc heat, axid 
3 
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BOOK the immoderate dampnefs of the cliraate, which at 
. -^'- . length deftroys every fpring in the animal economy. 
The men, more robuft, are liable to more vioIeDt 
complaints. In this vicinity of the equator, they are 
expofed to a hot and malignant fever, known under 
different names, and indicated by haemorrhages. The 
blood, which is boiling under the fervent rays of the 
fun, is difcharged from the nofe, eyes, and other parts 
of the body. Nature, in temperate climates, does 
not move with fuch rapidity, but that in the moft 
acute diforders there is time to obferve and follow 
the courfe flie takes. In the iflands, her progrefs is 
fo rapid, that If .we delay to attack the diforder as 
foon as it appears, its effeds are certainly fatal. No 
fooner is a perfon feized with licknefs, but the pby- 
fician, the lawyer, and the priell, are all called to 
his bed-fide. 

The fymptoms of this terrible illnefs feem to indi- 
cate the neceffity of bleeding. This operation hath 
therefore been repeated without meafure. Several 
experiments have at length denionflrated that this ex- 
pedient was fatal. Remedies are now preferred which 
are capable of moderating this great rarefadion of 
the blood, and which tend to the diiTolution of it, 
fuch as bathing, glyfters, oxycrate, and even blifters, 
when the diforder is attended with delirium. We 
have known a profeHional man of great underfland-' 
, ing, who thought that the immediate caufe of this 

malady was the intenfe h^at of the fun ; and who 
affirmed, that thofe who did not expofe themfelves to 
it, moft commonly efcaped this calamity. 

Moft of thofe who furvive ihefe attacks recover 
very flowly and with difficulty. Several fall into an 
habitual languor, occafioned by the debility of the 
whole machine, which the noxious air of the country, 
and the little nouriftiment their food fupplies, are not 
able to reftore. Hence obftru(5Uons, jaundice, and 
fwellings of the fpleen are produced, which fome- 
times terminate in dropfies. 

Almoft all the Europeans who gp over to America 
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hre cspofciJ to this danger, and frequently the Gre- book 
bles therafelves, on their return from more temperate . , ?'' . . 
tlimates. But it never attacks wonien whofe blood 
has the natural evacuations, and Negroes, who, born 
under a hotter climate, are inured by nature, and 
prepared by free perfpirarion, for all the ferments 
that the fun can produce. 

Thefe Violent fevers are certainly owing to the 
heat of the fun, the rays of which are lefs oblique, 
and more conftant, than in our climates. This heat 
muft undoubtedly thicken the blood, through the ex- 
ccfs of perfpiration, a want of elafticity in the folids, 
and a dilatation of the telTcls by the impulfe of the 
fluids, whether in proportion to the raretadion of the 
air, or the lefs degree of compre^n which the fur- 
face of the bodies is expofed to m a rarefied atmo- 
fphere. 

Far from having i-eCourfe td thefe expedients, which 
are known to be preventatives of the diforder. the in- 
habitants fall into fuch excefles as are moft likely to 
faaften and tncreafe it. The ftrangers who arrive at 
the Garibbee lOands, are excited by the entertain- 
ments they are mvited tO( the pleafures they par- 
take of, and the kind reception they meet with ; every 
thing induces them to an immoderate indulgence in 
all the pleafures which cuftom renders lefs prejudicial 
to thofe who are bom under this climate. Feafting^ 
dancing, gaming, late hours, wine, cordials, and fre- 
quently the chagrin of difappointment in tbeif chi- 
merical expe6;ations, confpire to add to the ferment 
of an immoderate beat of the blbodj which foon be-' 
comes inflamed. 

With fuch rndnlgence, it is fcarce poffible to refift 
the heats of this climate, when even the greateft pre- 
cautions are not fufEcterit to fecure perfoiis from tho 
attack of thofe dangerous fevers ; when the mod fober 
and, moderate men, who are the moft: averfe from 
every kind of excefs, and the moft careful of all their 
aiftions, are viiSims to the new air they breathe. In 
' the prefent ftate of the cobnies, of ten men that go 



it, Google 



l62 HISTORY OF SETTLSHEKTS AND TRADE 

BOOK into the iflands, four Englilh die, three French, three 
^'- Dutch, three Danes, and one Spaniard. 
' When it was obferved how many men were loft in 

thefe regions, at the time they were firft occupied, it 
was generally thought, that the ftates who had the 
ambition of fettUng there would be depopulated in 
the end. 
AdTOinge. Experience hath altered the public opinion upon 
dLlu^hj"'' this point. In proportion as thefe colonies have ex- 
jre in fot- tended their plantations, they have had frelh means of 
thcAnwri- expence. Thefe have opened to their mother-coun- 
cMi iOaodi. try new .fources of confumption. The increafe in ex- 
portations could not take place without an increafe of 
labour. Tbefe labours have brought together a great- 
er number of men, which will ever be the cafe when 
the means of fuMftence are multiplied. Even fo- 
- reigners have reforted in great multitudes to thofe 
Icingdoms, which opened a vaft field to their ambition 
and induliry. 

Population hath not only increafed among the pro- 
prietors of the iflands, but the people have alfo be- 
come more happy. Our felicity in general is propor- 
tioned to our conveniences, and it muft increafe as we 
can vary and extend them. The iflands have been 
produiSive of this advantage to their poflTeflbrs. They 
have drawn from thefe fertile regions a number of 
commodities, the confumption of which hath added 
to their enjoyments. They have acquired fome, which, 
when exchanged for others among their neighbours, 
have ftiade them partake of the luxuries of other cli- 
mates. In this manner, the kingdoms which have 
acquired the pofleOlon of the iflands, by fortunate cir- 
cumftances, or by well-combined projefts, are become 
the refidence of the arts, and of all the polite amufe- 
ments which are a natural and neceflary confequence 
of great plenty. 

But this is not the only advantage : thefe colonies 
have raifed the nations that founded them, to a fu- 
periority of influence in the political world, by the 
following means : Gold and filver, which form the ge- 
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iwral circulation of Europe, come from Mexico, Peru, book 
and Brazil. They belong neither to the Spaniards . ^'; , 
nor the Fortuguefe, but to people who give their mer- 
chandife in exchange for thefe metals. Thefe people 
have commercial tranfaftions with each other, that 
are ultimately fettled at Lilbon and Cadiz, which may 
be looked upon as a common and univerfal repofi- 
tory. It is in thefe places that one mull judge of the 
increafe or decline of the trade of each nation. That 
nation, whofe accounts of fale and purchafe are kept 
in balance with the reft, receives the whole intereil of 
its capital. That which hath purchafed more than it 
hath fold, withdraws lefs than its inter^ft; becaufe it 
hath ceded a part of it, in order to fatisfy the de- 
mands of the nation to which it was indebted : that 
which hath fold more to other nations than it hath 
purchafed of them, does not only get what was owing 
from Spain and Portugal, but alfo the profit it hath 
derived from other nations with which it hath made 
exchanges. This laft advantage is peculiar to the 
people who poflefs the iflands. Their fpecie is an- 
nually increafed by the fale of the valuable produc- 
tions of thefe countries ; and the augmentation of 
their fpecie confirms their fuperiority, and renders 
them the arbiters of peace and war. fiut we ftiall 
explain, in the following Books, how far each nation 
hath increafed its power by the polfefiion of the 
iflands. 



Settlements of the Spaniards, tbe Dutch, and the Danes, 
in tbe American Iflands. 

1 WAS going to fay, that Spain had the glory of b o o jc 
having difcovered the great Archipelago of America, . ^"" ^ 
and of having formed the firft fettlements there, DiBnition 
when I was checked by the confideration, that the "J^""" 
difcovery of it co^ld not poifiblyhave been glorious 
Lij 
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B o R to the Spaniards, unlefs it had been advantageous f9 

^J^ the AmUles. 

Glory is a fentiment which ntifes m in our own 
eyes, and which increafes our consideration among 
enlightened men. The idea of it is infeparably c(m- 
neded with thofe of a great difficulty orercome, of 
great utility fubfequent to fuccefs, and of equal io- 
creafe of felicity for the univerfe or for one's coun- 
. try. Whatever mark of genius 1 may acknowledge 
in the invention of any deftruflive weapon, I ihould 
excite a jufl: indignation, were I to fay, that fuch a 
man, or fuch a nation, had the glory of having in- 
vented it. Glory, at leaft according to the ideas 1 
have formed of it, is not the reward of the greateft 
fuccefs in the fcieiKes. If you invent a new calcu- 
lation, compofe a fuhlinje poem, or if you have ex- 
celled Cicero or Demollhenes in eloquence, Thucy- 
dides or Tacitus in hiftOTy, celebrity may be granted 
to you, but not glory. Neither is it any more to be 
obtained by the fupetiority of talents in the arts. 
Let us fuppofe, that from the block of marble you 
have cat out either the Gladiator, or the Apollo Belvi- 
dere ; that your pencil hath painted the transfigura- 
tion J or that your fimple, expreffive, and metodioua . 
ain have equalled you with Petgolefi ; you will then 
enjov a high reputation, but no glory. I will go, 
furt^r r If you ftioidd equal Vauban in the art of 
fortihcatiMi, Turenne and Cond^ in that of com- 
manding armies ; if you fliould gain battles, and 
conquer provinces, all thefe adions are undoubtedly 
great, and your name will be tranfmitted to the re- 
moteft pofterity, but glory is referved for other quan- 
lities. Wft do not acquire glory by adding to that 
of our nation. A man may be the honour of his 
corps, without being the. glory of lus country. A 
private man may afpire to reputation, to fame, and 

^ to immortahty ; but there are none but rare circum- 

Aances, aud a fortunate hazard, that can cgndud 
him to glory. 

Glory belongs to God in heaveiw Upon earth, it 
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« the lot of Virtue, and not of Genius ; of ufeful, ■ o o K 

great, beneficent, fplendid, and heroic virtue. It is ■ , ' - 

the lot of the monarch, who, throughout the courfe " 

of a tumultuous reign, hath attended to the happinefi 

of his fubjeds, and hath attended to it vfith fuccefs. 

It is the lot of a fubjed, who fhall hare facrificed his 

life for the prefervation of his fellow-citizens. It is 

the lot of a people, who fhall have chofen rather to 

die free, than to lire enflaved. It is the lot, not of 

« Cxfar or of a Pompey, but of a Regulus or of a Ca- 

to. It is the lot of a Henry IV. 

It is owing to the fpirit of humanity which phi- 
iofophy hath infufed into the minds of all enlighten- 
ed people, that conquerors, as well ancient as modem, 
are now put upon a level with the mofl abhorred clafs 
of mankind. And I doubt not but that potlerity, 
which will judge with impartiality of the dUcoverics 
we hare made in the New World, will rank our navi- 
gators ftill below them. For, have they been guided 
by their regard for the human race, or by cupidi- 
ty ? And though an enterprife be in itfelf a good 
one, can it be laudable, if the motive of it be vi- 
cious? 

The ifland which the Spaniards firft met with on idt, oat 
their arrival in America, is called Trinidad, Colum-?"'^'" 
bus landed on it in 1498, when he dilcovered the th^amV 
Oroonoko ; but other objedls interfering, both the ^''"'" 
ifland, and the coafts of the neighbouring continent, 
were at that time negleded. 

It was not till 1535, that the court of Madrid took 
pofieffion of the ifldnd of Trinidad, which is fituated 
facing the mouth of the Oroonoko, as it were to mo- 
" derate the rapidity of this river. It is faid to com- 
prehend three hundred and eighteen fquare leagues. 
It hath never experienced any hurricane, and its 
climate is wholeforae. The .rains are very abun- 
dant there from the middle of May to the end of 
Odober : and the diynefs that prevails throughout 
the reft of the year is not attended with any incon- 
, venience, becaofe the country, though deftitute of 
L iij 
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BOOK navigable rivers, is very well watered. TTie earth, 
• ^"' f quakes are more frequent than dangerous. In th? 
interior part of the illand there are four groups of 
mountains, which, togther with fome others formed 
by nature upon the fliores of the ocean, occupy a 
third part" of the territory. The reft is in general 
fufceptible of the richeft cultures. 

The form of the ifland is fquare. To the North is 
a coaft of twenty-two leagues in extent, too much 
elevated, and too much divided, ever to be of any 
ufe. The Eaftern coaft is only nineteen leagues in 
extent, but in all parts as convenient as one could 
wifti it to be. The Southern coaft hath five-and- 
twenty leagues, is a little exalted, and adapted for 
the fuccefsful cultivation of coffee and cacao. The 
land on the Weftern fide is feparated from the reft of 
the colony, to the South by the Soldier's Canal, and 
to the North by the Dragon's Mouth, and forms, by 
ineans of a recefs, a harbour of twenty leagues in 
breadth and thirty in depth. It offers in all feafons 
a fccure afylum to the navigators, who, during the 
greateft part of the year, would find it difficult to 
anchor any where elfe, except at the place called 
the Galiote. 

In this part are the Spanifh fettloments. They 
confift only of the port of Spain, upon which there 
are feventy-eight thatched huts ; and of Saint Jofeph, 
fitdated three leagues further up the country, where 
eighty families, ftill more wretched than the former, 
ar? computed. 

The cacao was formerly cultivated near thefe two 
villages. Its excellence made it be preferred even 
to that of Caraccas. In order to fecure it the mer- 
chants ufed to pay for it before-hand. The trees 
that produced it perifhed all in 1727, and have not 
been replanted fmce. The monks attributed this 
difafter to the colonifts having refufed to pay the 
tithes. Thofe who were not blinded by intereft or 
fuperftition, afcribed it to the north winds, which 
have too frequently occafioned the fame kind of ea- 
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lamity in other parts. Since this period, Trinidad" o o k 
hath not been much more frequented than Cubagua. . ^"' . 

This Jittle ifland, at the diftance of four leagues Account of 
only from the continent, was difcovered, and ne- '^"^T'u 
glefted by Columbus, in 149S. The Spaniards, being pcaiii. 
afterwards informed that its Ihores contained great 
treafures, repaired to it in multitudes in 1509, and 
and gave it the name of Pearl Illand. 

The pearl is a hard fhining body, more or lefs 
white, commonly of a round form, and which is found ' 
in fome fhells, but more frequently in that which is 
known by the name of mother-of-pearl. This rich 
produ^ion of nature is moflly attached to the infide 
of the fliell ; but it is moft perfed when found in the 
animal itfelf, which li^es in the fhell. 

The ancients were in an error with refped to the ori---' 
gin of the pearl, as well as with regard to many other 
phenomena, which we have obferved and underflood 
better, and which we have explained more fatisfac- 
, torily. Let us not defpife them the more on this ac- 
count, neither let us be more vain. Their miftakes 
fometimes difplay a degree of fagacity, and have not 
been entirely ufelefs to us. They have been the firft 
fteps of fcience, which time, the efforts of human 
genius, and a number of fortunate and cafual cir- 
cumftances, were to improve. Attempts have been 
made to tear the veil that covers nature, before it was 
lifted up. 

The Qreeks and the Romans ufed to fay, that the 
Ihell-filh raifed itfelf every morning to the furface of 
the waters, and received the dew, which was chan- 
ged into pearl. This agreeable idea hath fharcd the 
fate of numberlefs fables of the fame kind, when 
the fpirit of obfervation had made it known, that this 
fhell-fifh remained always at the bottom of the fea, 
or fixed to the rocks where it had been formed ; and 
when found philofopby had demonftrated, that it was 
irapofiible it fhould be otherwife. 

It hath fince been imagined, that pearls mud 
V« the eggs, or the fperm of the fifh enclofed in the 
L iiij 
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BOOK fliell. But this idea hath Ukewife fallen into difcre- 
^ ^"' dit, when it hath been fully known, that the pearly 
* were found in all parts of the animal ; and when, 
after the moll accurate inveftigadons, anatomy hath 
pot been able to difcoyer the organs calculated for 
generation in this filh, which feems to add one to the 
clafs of liermaphroditicat animals. 

At length, after a variety of fyftems lightly adopt- 
ed, and fucceflively abandoned, it hath been imagin- 
ed that pearls were produced from a difeafe in the 
animal ; and that they were formed by a liquor ex- 
travafated from fome velTels, and detained between 
the membranes, or fpread along the interior furfaca 
of the Ibeil. This conjeclure h^th been fliU more 
confirmed to accurate obfervcrs, in proportion as it 
hath been afcertained that thefe treafures were not 
to be found indifcriminately in all the fifh ; that thofe 
. which had them were not fo well tailed as the others ; 
and that the coalls upon which this riph filhery was 
carried on were in general unwholeforae. 

Black pearls, fuch as are inclining to black, or {^lc^ 
as are of a lead colour, are univerl'ally defpiled. In 
Arabia, and in fome other parts of the Eall, the yel- 
low pearls are efteemed. But the white ones are pre- 
ferred in Europe, and throughout the greateft part of 
the globe. It is regretted only that they begin %q 
grow yellow after half a century. 

Although pearls had been difcovered in the feas 
of the £alt Indies and in thofe of America, yet their 
price was fufficiently kept up to induce people to 
counterfeit them. The imitation was at firll coarfe. 
It was glafs covered with mercury. Attempts have 
been repeated, and' in procefs of time, nature hath 
been fo well copied, that it was eafy to be milled. 
The artificial pearls, which are made at prefent with 
wax and ichthyocol, have much the advantage of the 
others. They are cheap ; and are made of every 
fize and Ihape, to fuit the women who ufe them for 
ornament. 

This difcovery was unknown when the Spaniafda 
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fettled at Cubagua. The^ arrived there with £<xat book 
lavages of the Lucaya Iflands, who had not been . "** , , 
fouod proper for the labours of the mines, but who 
bad the faculty of remuoing a long time under water 
with great ea^. This talent procured to their op- 
(ffeflbrs a great quantity of pearls. Thefe pearls were 
not fpculed, as thofe had been which had been hi- 
therto colleded by the Americans, who were only 
acquainted with the mode of fire for opening the 
Ihell that contained them. They were preferred in 
all their beauty, aod found aa advantageous mart. 
But this fuccefs was momentary. The pearl bank 
was foon exhauAed ; and the colony was transferred, 
in 1514, to Margaretta, where the regretted riches 
were found, and from whence they difappeared al- 
moli as foon. 

Yet this laft fettlement, which is fifteen leagues in !*»". 
length and five in breadth, was not abandoned. It i!i„^^ 
is almod continually covered with thick foga, although '»• 
nature hath not beftowed upon it any current watep. 
There is no village in it except Mon Padre, which is 
defended by a fmall fort. Its foil would be fruitful 
if it were cultivated. 

It was almoll generally fuppofed, that the court of 
Madrid, in preferving Margaretta and Trinidad, meant 
rather to keep off rival nations from this continent, 
than to derive any advantage from tb«fl]- At pre- 
fent We are induced to think otherwife. Convmced 
that the Archipelago of America was full of inhabi- 
tants loaded with debts, or who pofTefied but a fnuill 
quantity of indifferent land, the council of Charles III. 
bath offered great concellions, in thefe two iflands, to 
thofe who fliould embrace their faith. The freedom 
of coiDmerce with all the Spanilh traders was enfured 
to them. They were only obliged to deliver their 
pacao to the Company of Caraccas, but at twenty- 
feven fols [about is. l^d.] per pound, and under the 
condition that this Company iliould advance them^ 
. fome capital. Tbef*^ overtures have only met with a 
favourable reception at Gianada, from whence foine 
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BOOK Frenchmen have made their efcape with a few flares, 
^ ^'- either to fcreen tbemfelves from the purfuits of their 
creditors, or from averfion to the fway of the Englifti. 
In every other part, they have had no effeft, whether 
from averfion for an oppreflive government, or whe- 
ther it be that the expe£tations of all are at prefent 
turned towards the North of the New World. 

Trinidad and Margaretta are at prefent Inhabited 
only by a few Spaniards, who, with fome Indian wo- 
men, have formed a race of men, who, uniting the 
indolence of the favage to the vices of civilized na- 
tions, are fluggards, cheats, and zealots. They live 
upon maize, upon what fifti they catch, and upon 
bananas, which nature, out of indulgence as it were 
to their llothfulnefs, produces there of a larger fize, 
and better quality, than in any other part of the Ar- 
chipelago. They have a breed of lean and taflelefs 
cattle, with which they carry on a fmudulent traffic 
to the French colonies, exchanging them for cam- 
b^ts, black veils, linen, fitk ftockin^, white hats, and 
hard-ware. The number of their veflels does not ex- 
' ceed thirty floops, without decks. 

The tame animals of thefe two illands have- filled 
the woods with a breed of homed cattle, which are 
become wild. The inhabitants flioot them, and cut 
their flefli into flips of three inches in breadth and 
one in thickaiefs, which they dry, after having melt- 
ed the fat out of them, fo that they wilt keep three 
or four months. This provifion, which is called Taf- 
fejo, is fold in the French fettlements for twenty 
livres [i6s. Sd.] a hundred weight. 
' All the money which the government fends to 
thefe two iflands, falls into the hands of the com- 
mandants, the officers civil and military, and the 
monks. The remainder of the people, who do not 
amount to more than fixteen hundred, live in a ftate 
of the mofl; deplorable poverty. In time of war they 
fumifh about two hundred men, who, for the fake 
of plunder, offer themfetves, without diftindion, to 
any of the colonies that happen to be fitting ous 
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pruizers for fea. The inhabitants of Porto- Rico are book 
of a different turn. . ^"' ^ 

Although this ifland had been difcovered and vi- conqueftof 
fited by Columbus in 1493, the Spaniards "eglected ^"JJJ;^|^ 
it till 1509, when the thirft of gold brought themnmrdfc 
thither from St. Domingo, under the command of 
Ponce de Leon, to make a conqueft, which after- 
wards coft them dear. 

it is generally known, that the ufe of poifoned 
arms is of the higheft antiquity. In moft countries, 
it preceded the invention of fteel. When darts head-' 
ed with ftones, bones of fifh or other animals, proved 
infufficient to repel the attacks of wild beafts, men 
had recourfe to poifonous juices, which, from being 
originally defigned merely for the chafe, were after- 
wards employed in the wars of conquering or favage 
people againft their own fpecies. Ambition and re- 
venge fet no limits to their outrages, tilt ages had - 
been fpent in drowning whole nations in rivers of 
blood. When it was difcovered that this effufion of 
blood produced no advantage, and that, in proportion 
as the ftream fwelled in its courTe, it depopulated 
countries, and left nothing but deferts without ani- 
mation and without culture; they then came to an 
agreemeot to moderate, in fome degree, the thirft of 
Ihedding it. They eftabliihed what are called the 
laws of war ; that is to fay, injuftice in injuftice, or 
the intereft of kings in the maffacre of' the people. 
They do not now cut the throats of all their viiflims 
at once ; but referve fome few of the herd to propa< 
gate the breed. Thefe laws of war, or of nations, . 
required the abolition of certain abufes in the art of 
lulling. Where fire-arms' are to be had, poifoned 
weapons are forbidden ; and, when cannon balls will 
anfwer the end, chewed bullets are not allowed. O ! 
race, unworthy both of heaven or earth, deftrudive, 
tyrannical being, man, or devil rather, wilt thou ne- 
ver ceafe to torment this globe, where thou exifteft 
but for a moment ? Will thy wars never end but 
with the annihilation of thy fpecies ? Go then ; if 
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BOOK tbou wouldft advance thy mifchief, go and providQ 
,_ ^"; _. thyfelf with the poifons of the New World. 

Of all the regions produdire of venomous plants, 
none abounded fo much in them as South America, 
which owed this malignant fertility to a foil in gene- 
ral rank, as if it were purging itfelf from the llime of 
a deluge. 

The plants called Lianes, of which there were vail 
numbers in all damp and marfhy places, furnilhed 
the poifoQ, which was in uniTerfal tequefl: on the 
continent. The method of preparing it was by cut- 
ting them in pieces, then boiling them in water, till 
the liquor had acquired the confillence of a fyrup. 
Afitet this, they dipped their arrows in it, which were 
immediately impregnated with the potfonous quality. 
During feveral ages, the favages in general ufed thefe 
arms in their wars with each other. At length many 
of thefe nations, from the deficiency of their num- 
bers, found the neceffity of renouncing fo deftruAive 
a weapon, and referved it for beads, whether large 
or fmall, which they could not overtake or overcome. 
Any animal, whofe Ikin has been raifed with one of 
thefe poifoned arrows, dies a minute after, without 
any lign of convuliion or pain. This is not occaiioned 
by the coagulation of the blood, which was a long 
time the general opinion ; recent experiments have 
proved, that this poifon, i^iixed with blood newly 
drawn and warm, prevents it from coagulating, and 
even preferves it fome time from putrefaiflion. It is 
'Piobable, that the tSe& of thefe juices is upon the 
nervous fyilem. Some travellers have imputed the 
origin of the venereal difeafe, among the inhabitants 
of the New World, to the habit of eating game kil- 
led with thefe poifoned arms. At prefent it is uni- 
verfally known, that the flefh of fuch animals may 
be eaten for a continuance without any ill effetft. 

In the American illands, the natives draw their 
poifon from trees, paore than from the Lianes ; and 
of all the venomous forts of trees, the moft deadly 
js the mancheneel. 
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This tree is rather lofty, and ufually grows by the b q o kJ 
water fide. It hath the figure and leaves of the pear- • , ' r 
tree. Its trunk, which is of a compatft, heavy, veiny 
wood, fit fcH* joiners work, is covered with a fmootti 
and tender bark. It bears two fpecies of flowers. 
Some are male, and difpofed in catkins at the extre~ 
mity of the t>ranches. Tbey have in each calix but 
one thread furmounted with two antherae. The fe- 
male flowers are fingle. Their piftil becomes a ftraight 
flefhy fruit, of the form of a fig or a pear, and con- 
taining a very hard kernel, in which are five or fix 
feeds in To many difierent cells. In all parts of the 
l^ee, and efpecially between the trunk and the bark, 
a milky juice is found,^which is confidtred as a very 
fubtile poifon, and which renders the cultivation of 
this tree, and even the coming near to it, very dan- 
gerous. One cannot fieep with impunity under tbe 
fliade of it, and the water which drops from its leaves 
after a fliower, raifes blifters upon the flcin, and ex- 
cites a troubleforae itching. The juice of the man- 
cheneel is received into fhells, placed under various 
incifions that have been made in its trunk. As foon 
as this juice is grown a little thick, the points of the 
arrows are fteeped in it, which acquire from thence 
the property of Conveying fudden death, be the wound 
ever fo flight. This poifon, as it appears from expe- 
rience, preferves its venomous quality above a bun- > 
dred years. Of all the fpots where this fatal tree i& 
found, Porto-Rico is that in which it delights moll, 
and where it is found in tbe greateft' abundance. 
Why were not the firft conquerors of America all 
fliipwrecked on this ifland i" It is the misfortune of 
both worlds that they became acquainted with it fo 
late, and that they did not there meet with the death ^ 
which their avarice merited. 

The mancheneel fe6ms to have been fatal only to 
the Americans. The inhabitants of the ifland where 
it grows, ufed it to repel the Caribs who made fre- 
quent defcents on their coafis. The fame arms they 
might have employed againft the Europeans ; and. 



t^Cooglc 



174' HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

' XI? ^ ^^ ^^^ Spaniards were ignorant at that time that firlt, 
i^, ,'— < applied immediately, is an iofallible cure, they would, 
probably have fallen a facrifice to the firil effefls of 
this poifon. But they did not meet with the leaft re- 
finance from the favage inhabitants of the ifland. 
Thefe had been informed of what had occurred in 
the conqueft of the neighbouring.ifles; and they re- 
garded thefe ftrangers as a fuperior order of beings, 
to whofe chains they voluntarily fubmitted themfelves. 
It was not long, however, before they wifhed to fhake 
off the intolerable yoke which had been impofed on 
them, and poftponed the enterprife only till they 
could be alTured whether their tyrants were immor- 
tal. A Cacique, named Broyoao, was intrufted with 
this commiflion. 

Chance favoured his defign, by bringing to him 
Salzedo, a young Spaniard, who was travelling. He 
received bim with great refpeft, and at his departure 
fent feme Indians to attend bim on his way, and to 
ferve him in the quality of guides. When they .came 
to; the bank of a river, which they were to pafs, one 
' of thefe favages took him on his fhoulder to carry him 
over. As foon as they had got into the midft of it, 
he threw him into the water, and, with the aflillance 
of his companions, kept him there till there was no 
appearance of life. They then dragged him to the 
bank, but, as they were dill in doubt whether he 
was dead or living, they begged pardon a thoufand 
times for the accident that had happened. This farce 
lafted three days ; till at length being convinced, by 
the ftench of the corpfe, that it was poffible for Spa- 
niards to die, the Indians rofe on all fides upon their 
oppreffors, and maflacred a hundred of them. 

Ponce de Leon immediately aflembled all the Ca- 
ftilians who had efcaped, and, without lofs of time, 
fell upon the favages, who weie terrified with this 
fudden attack. In proportion as the number of their 
enemies increafed, their panic became more violent. 
They had even the folly to believe, that thefe Spa- 
niards, which were juft arrived from St. Domingo, were 
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the fame that had been killed, and were come to life book 
again to fight them. Under this ridiculous perfua- . ' . 
fion, dreading to continue a war with men who re- 
vive after their death, they fubmitted once more to 
the yoke, and being condemned to the mines, in a 
ftiort time fell vidUms to the toils of flavery. 

Porto-Rico hath thirty-fix leagues in length, eigh-Prefeni 
teen in breadth, and one hundred in circumference. ^J^^_ 
We may venture to affirm, that it is one of the beft, eo. 
if not entirely the beft, of the iflands of the New 
World, in proportion to its extent. The air is whole- 
feme, and tolerably temperate, and it is watered by 
the pure dreams of a confiderable number of fmall 
rivulets. Its mountains are covered with either ufe- 
ful or valuable trees, and its valleys have a degree of 
fertility feldom to be met with elfewhere. All the 
productions peculiar to America thrive upon this deep 
foil. A fafe port, commodious harbours, and coafts 
of eafy accefs, are added to thefe feveral advan-. 
tages. 

On this territory, deprived of its favage inhabitants 
by ferocious deeds, t^ memory of which three cen- 
turies have not been able to obliterate, was fuccef- 
fively formed a population of forty-four thoufand eight 
hundred and eighty-three men, either white or of a 
mixed race. Moft of them were naked. Tlieir ha- 
bitations were nothing more than huts. Nature, with 
little or no affiftance, fupplied them with fubfiftence. 
The linens, and fome other things of fittle value, 
which they clandeftinely obtained from the neigh- 
bouring or from foreign iflands, were paid for by the 
colony with tobacco, cattle, and with the money 
which was fent by government for the fupport of the 
civil, religious, and military eftablilhment. They 
received from the mother-country, annually, only 
one fmall veflcl, the cargo of which did not amount 
to more riian ten thoufand crowns [1250!.], and which 
returned to Europe laden with hides. 

Such was Porto-Rico, when, in 1765, the court of 
Madrid carried their attention to St. John, an excel. 
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BOO Kleot harbour, even for the royal navy, and which only 
. ^ '' . wants a little more extent. The town which com- 
mands it, was furrounded with fortifications. The 
works were made particularly ftrong towards a nar- 
row and mar/hy neck of land, the only place by 
which the town can be attacked on the land tide^ 
Two battalions, and one company of artillery, crof- 
fed the fea for its defence. 

At this period, a poffefiSon which had annually 
received from the treafury no more than 378,000 
[15,750!.] coft them 2,634,433 livres [109,7681. 
lod.], which fum was regularly brooght from Mexi- 
co. This increafe of fpecie ftlmulated the colonrfts 
to undertake fome labours. At the fame time, the 
iiland, which till then had been under the yoke of 
monopoly, was allowed to receive ail Spanift naviga- 
tors. Thefe two circumftances united, imparted fomc 
degree of animation to a fettlement, the languiihing 
ftate of which aftonilhed all nations. Its tithes, which 
before 1765 did not yield more than 81,000 livres 
[3375I,], have increafed to 230,418 livres [g63oL. 
15S.3 • 

On the firft of January 1778, the population of 
Porto-Rico amounted to fourfcore thoufand fix bun-' 
dred and fixty inhabitants, of which number only 
iix thoufand five hundred and thirty were flaves. 
The inhabitants reclconed feventy-fcven thoufand 
three hundred and eighty-four head of homed cattle, 
twenty-three thoufajid one hundred and ninety-five 
hor&s, fifteen hundred and fifteen mules, and for^- 
Dtne thoufand fifty-eight head of fmall cattle. 

The plantations, the number of which were five 
thoufand fix hundred and eighty-one, produced two 
thoufand feven hundred, and thirty-feven quintals of 
fugar ; eleven hundred and fourteen quintals of cot- 
ton ; eleven thoufand one hundred and fixty-three 
quintals of cotFee ; nineteen thoufand five huhdred 
and fifty-fix quintals of rice; fifteen thoufand two .. 
Ifundred and fixteen quintals of maize ; fevea thou- 
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fand four hundred and fifty-eight quintals of tohaC-i 00 k 
CO ; and nine, thoufand eight hundred and fixty quin- . "" ^ 
tals of mela0es. . 

The cattle in the f^veral pafture grounds, which 
Were two hundred and thirty-four in numher, pTx>- 
duced annually eleven thoufand three bundrtd and 
fixty-four oxen ; four thoufand three hundred and 
thirty-four horfes j nine hundred and fifty-itwo mules } 
thirty-one thoufand two hundred and fifty-four head 
of firiall cattle. 

All this is Tcry trifling j biit great expeflations are M«tiii 
raifed froin an arrangement which hath lately been ^^ ^. 
made. No, one citizen of forto-Rico was in reality <i« Pono- 
toafter of his pofleflions. The commanders who had |J|£?,^'"" 
fucceeded sach other, had only granted the income 
of them. This inconceivable defe^ hath at length 
been remedied. , The proprietors have been confirm- 
ed in their poflelEops, by a law of* 14th of January 
1778, upon condition of paying annually one real 
and a quarter, or fixteen foU fix deniers [8-jd,], for 
every portion of ground of twenty-five thoufand feveh 
hundred and eight toifes, which tbey employed in 
cultures ; and three-quartets'of a real, or ten fola one 
denier and it half [rather ibove jd.], for that part of 
the foil that is referved for pafture ground, fhis eafy 
tribute is to fcrve for the clotliing of the mihtia, 
compofed of one thoufand nine hundred infantry^ 
'and two hundred and fifty cavalry. 'The remainder 
of the illand is diftributed on the fame conditions to 
thofe who have little or iio property. Thefe laft, 
who are dtftinguifhed by the name of Agregii, are 
feven thoufand eight hundred and thirty-five in 
number. 

This plan itili not aceompUni the revolution which 
is expeAed by the council of Spain ; although, con. 
trary to the precife determinauon of the laws, every 
colonift who choofes to eftabliih fugar plantations, . is 
allowed to call in the alliftance of any foreigner who 
is able to teach him that kind of culture. Thefe co' 
lonifts oueht to be authorized to fell openly to tha 
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BOO K French, the Dutch, the Englifli, and the Danes, the 
. ^"^ ^ cattle which they have beep hitherto obliged to dif- 
pofe of in a clandeftine manner only. 

Man fuffers, only becaufe he knows not how to 

{>ut an end to his pain. If he fliould languifti in mi- 
ery, it is merely from being incapable of changing 
his fituation. It would be a grofs error to imagine, 
that in a ftate of nature we can fee man in perpetu- 
al agitation, inceflantly obferving and making all 
kinds of experiments, as we fee him in a civilized 
ftate. Experience hatb proved, that it requires ages 
for him to emerge from his natural tor[Md ftate ; and 
that when once his induftry is fubjeft to a certain in- 
variable mode of proceeding, and from the fmall 
number of his wants, reftrained within narrow and 
circumfcribed limits, it will never be roufed of itfelf. 
What method can then be contrived to fliortea the 
duration of his indolence, of his ftupidity, and of 
his mifery ? For this purpofe, he muft be made ac- 
quainted with adive beings, and mull be placed in 
conftant intercourfe with laborious people. He will 
foon open his eyes with aftonifliment j he will foon be 
confcious that he likewife bath had hands given to 
him, and will fcarce conceive how it could have been 
poflible, that the idea of making ufe of them ihould 
not have occurred to him fooner. The fight of the 
enjojrments that are obtained by labour, will infpire 
him with the defire of partaking of them, and fae 
will work. Invention is peculiar to genius, and imi- 
tation is peculiar to man. It is by imitation that all 
fcarce things have become, and wUl hereafter become 
common. This iS the propenfity which the court <rf' 
Madrid ought to encourage, if not from motives rf 
humanity, at leaft from the prefped of the political 
advantages they might exped to reap from it. 

Matters perhaps might, and indeed ought to be 

carried ftill further. Let Spain declare Porto-Rtco a 

- neutral ifland, and let this neutrality be acknow* 

ledged by all the powers that have any poflellions in 

America. Let the lands, which are not yet cultlvat- 
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icA, hi granted to enterprifing men of all nations, who book 
ihall have a Capital fufficient to eftabliftj cultures. . ^' ,,. 
Let perfons, lands, and produdioos, be exenapted 
from all taxes for the fpace of fifty years, or more. 
Let the harbours be opened indifcriminately to all 
traders, free fix>m cuftoms, firom rellraints, and from 
formalities, bet no other troops be kept but thofe 
heceflary for the police ; and let thefe be foreign 
troops. Let a very plain code of laws be drawn up, 
fuitable to a ftate of huibandmen, ot of merchants. 
Let the citizens themfelves be the magiftrates, or the 
magiftrates be chofen by them. Let property, that 
firil: and great bafis of all p(^ittcal focieties, be efta- 
bliflied upon unmoveable foundations. Before half 
a century fliall be elapfed, Porto-Rico will moft un- 
doubtedly be one of the moll flouriftiing colonies of 
the New World. It may then again become, with- 
out inconvenience, a truly national pofleffion. Iti 
abundant produ<i^ions, which will have coft neither 
care, expence, anxiety, nor war to Spain, nil! in- 
creaie the mafs of national riches, and the public re- 
veniie. 

But if even this ^in of adminiftration were the in- , 
fpiration of wifdom itfelf ; if it were dilated by the 
moft certain views of intereft ; if the fuccefs of it 
could be geometrically proved, yet it would never be 
carried into execution J and for this reafon : It is be- 
caufe it hath not been fuggefted by a native of Spain, 
and that it fuppofes the concurrence of foreigners. 
No country can do any thing of itfelf j and yet, from 
a deteflable, puerile, and ridiculous vanity, we wilh 
to do every thing by ourfelves ; we are blind, and 
yet we wiU not receive light from others. In mo- 
narchical ftates, the way to exclude an able man from 
an important lituation, is to anticipate, by popular 
choice, the appointment of the court ; and this is a 
mode which hatred and jealoufy feldom fail of era- 
ploying. The fame method would fucceed as cer-' 
twnly between the refpedtivc courts. In ctfder to 
prevent a minifter from purfuing any wife meafurs, 
Mij 
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BOOK nothing more is neceflary, than that another midiflef 
. ™- ihould affume, by divulging it, the credit of having 
firft thought of it himfelf. Nothing is more fcarce, 
than to find among minillers of the fame court, one 
citizen, great, honeft, and good enough, to purfue a 
project begun by his predecelTor. llius do abufes be- 
come perpetual in the nation. Thus is every thing 
begun, and nothing accomplilhed, frt»n motives of a 
foolilh kind of pride, the influence of which extends 
itfelf over all the branches of adminiClration, which 
fufpends the progrefs of civilization, and would have 
fettled all nations in a ilate of barbarifm, had their 
chiefs been conftantly, and at all times, equally affec- 
ted by it. , 

If, however> the meafures we have ventured to pro- 
])ofe to the court of Madrid fliould appear to them 
liable to inconveniences, which may have efcaped our 
notice, they might at leall derive from tbemfelves 
part of thofe advantages which we fhould be happy 
to fee them obtain. The navigation to the Spaniih 
Indies is forbidden to the Bifcayans. As their ports 
are freed, both on the going out and coming in o£ 
the Ihips, from the duties which are impofed upon all 
the other ports, the government have been appre-. 
henlive that they might obtain too great a fuperiority 
over the fubjeds of the monarchy, who do not enjoy 
the fame privileges. Let Porto-Rico be opened to 
thefe adive men, where their competition cannot be 
prejudicial to rivals who have never attended to this 
trade, ^nd the ifland will foon acquire fome degree of 
importance. The fame arrangement might be ex- 
tended to St. Domingo. 
UriMwm This ifland, famous for being the earlieft fettle- 
aSi'^ ment of the Spaniards in the New World, was at firft 
fiMicd St- in high ellimation for the quantity of gold it fupplied. 
55^i^^Thi8 wealth diminiflied with the inhabitants of the 
fromthM country, whom they obhged to dig it out of the 
fpindoui' bowels of the earth ; and tbe fource of it was entirely 
tf*^!^ dried up, when the neighbouring iflands no longer 
tud hm fupplied the lofa of thofe wretched vidima to the. 
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ararice of the conqueror. A vehement defire of open- ■ o o k 
ing again this fource of wealth, infpired the thought ._ ' ^ 
of getting flaves from Africa ; but, belides that thefe 
were found unfit for the labours thej were deftined 
to, the multitude of mines, which then began to be 
wrought on the continent, made thofe of St. Do- 
mingo no longer of any importance. An idea now 
iuggeHed itfelf, that their Negroes, which were heal- 
thy, ftrong, and patient, might be ufefully employed 
in hufbandry ; and they adopted, through necelfity, 
a wife refolution, which, had they known their own 
intereft, they would have embraced by choice. 

The produce of their induftry was at ficft extremely 
fmall, becaufe the labourers were few, Charles V. 
who, like moft fovereigns, preferred his favourites 
to his fubjeds, had granted an excldlve right of the 
Dave trade to a Flemifh nobleman, who made over 
his privilege to the Genoefe. Thofe avaricious re- 
pubUcans coodu&ed this in&mous commerce as all 
monopolies are conducted ; they refolved to fell dear, 
and they fold but little. When time and competition 
had fixed the natural and necelTary price of flaves, 
the number of them increafed. It may eaJily be 
imagined^ that the Spaniards, who had been accuf- 
tomed to treat the Indians as beads, though they 
differed but little in complexion from themfelves, did 
not entertain a higher opinion of thefe Negro Afri- 
cans, who were fubllituted to them. Degraded ftiU 
further in their eyes by the price they had paid for 
them, even religion could not reftrain them from ag- 
gravating the weight of their fervitude. It became 
intolerable, and thefe wretched flaves made an effort 
to recover the unalienal>le rights of mankind. Their 
attempt proved unfuccefsful ; but they reaped this 
benefit from their defpair, that they were afterwards 
treated with kfs inhumanity. 

This moderation (if tyranny, cramped by the ap- 
prehenfion of revolt, can deferve that name) was at- 
tended with good confequences. Cultivation was 
puifucd with fome degree of fuccefs. Soon after the 
M iij 
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BOO K middle of the fixteenlh century, the mother-coun^ 
..j'^' , ; ■ try drew annually from this colony ten millions 
weight of fugar, a large quintity of wood for dyeing, 
tobacco, cocoa, caiBa, ginger, cotton, and peltry in 
' abundance. One might imagine, that fuch. favour- 
able beginnings would give both the delire and 
the means of extending this trade ; but a train of 
eVeots, each more ffital than the other, ruined thefe 
Ihips. 

The firft misfortune arofe from the depopulation 
of St. Domingo. The Spanilh conquefts on the con- 
tinent Ihould naturally have contiibuted to promote 
the fuccefs of an ifland, which nature feemed to have 
formed to be the centre of that vaft dominion arifing 
round it, to be the ftaple of the different colonies ; 
but it happened quite otherwife. On a view of the 
immenfe fortunes ratling in Mexico and other parts, 
the richeft inhabitants of St. Donlingo began to de- 
fpife their fettloments, and quitted the true fource of 
riches, which is, in a manner, on the furface of the 
earth, to go and ranfack the boi^els of it for veins of 
gold, which are foon exhaufled. The government 
endeaiiMired in vnin to put a fiop to this emigration ; 
the laws were always either artfully eluded or openly 
violated. 

The weaknefs, which was a neceOary confequence 
of fuch a condud, leaving the coafts without defence, 
encouraged the enemies of Spain to ravage them. 
Even the capital of this ifland was taken and pillag- 
ed by that celebrated Englifh failor, Francis Drake^ 
The cruifers of lefs confequence contented themfevea 
with intercepting veflels in their paflage tlirough thofe 
latitudes, the beft known at that time of any in the 
New World. To complete thefe mbfortunes, the 
Caftilians themfelvcs commenced pirates. ■ They at- 
tacked no ftiips but thofe of their own nation, which 
were more rich, worfe provided, and worfe defended, 
than any others. The cuftom they had of fitting out 
fliips clandeftinely, in order to procure Caves, pre- 
vented them from being known ; and the affiftance 
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tltej purclufed from the ihips of war, commiffloned book 
to prated the trade, infured to them impunity. ' , 

The foreigii trade of the colony was its only re- 
£}urce in tlus difirefs; and that was prohibited ; but 
as it was ftill carried on, notwithftanding the vigilance 
of the governors, or perhaps by their connivance, the 
policy of an exafpeiated and unenUghtcoed court 
exerted itfelf in demotilhing moft of the fea-ports, 
and driving the miferable inhabitants into the inland 
countty. Thb a£t of violence threw them into a 
ftate of dejedlion, which the incurfions and fettle- 
ment of the French on the ifland afterwards carried 
to the utmoll pitch. 

Spain, totally taken up with that vaft empire which 
ihe had formed on the continent, ufed no pains to 
diilipate this lethargy. She even refufed to lifien to 
the foliciutions of her Flemiih fubjeds, who.eameft- 
ly prefied that they might have permiilion to cleat 
thofe fertile lands. Rather than run the rifk of fee- 
. ing them cany on a contraband trade on the coallst 
{he chofe to bury in oblivion a fettlement which had 
been of confeguence, and was likely to become fo 
again. 

This colony, which had no longer any intercourfe vrttat 
with the mother-country, but by a fingle ihip of no the^s^uufc 
great burden, received from thence every third year, JJ^^J^^ 
confifted in 1717 of eighteen thoufand four hundred p,. 
and ten inhabitants, including Spaniards, Mellees,. 
Negroes, or Mulattoes. The complexion and charac- 
ter of thefe people differed according to the diffe- 
rent proportions of American, European, and Afri- 
can blood they had received from that natural and 
transient union which reftores all races and condi- 
tions to the fame level ; for love is not more a refpeder 
of perfona than death. Thefe demi-favages, plung- 
ed in the extreme of floth, Uved upon fruits and 
roots, dwelt in cottages without furniture, and had 
moft of them no clothes. The few among them, in 
whom indolence had not totally fuppreffed the.fenfe 
of decency and tafte for the conveniences of life, 
M iiij *'' 
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B o p K purchafed clothes of their neighbours the French, ii^ 
. ^"- return for their <;attle, and the money fent to them 
' for the Inaintenance of two hundred foldien, the 
priells, and the government. The company formed 
at Barcelona in 1757, with exclufive privileges for 
the re-eftahlilhment of St. Domingo, hath had no 
fuccefs. Since that iQand hath been opened, in 1766, 
to all Spanish navigator;, it hath lUil temained in th» 
lame ftate. The quantity of fugar canes, of coffee 
trees, and of tobacco, which may liave been planted 
there, is not fufficient foe its own confupiption, far 
from being able to' contribute to that of the mother- 
country. The colony furnifhes annuall); to the na- 
tional trade no more than five oc fix thoufand hides, 
(ind fome provifions, of fp little value, that they fcarce 
deferve to be reckoned. 

This deficiency of cultivation is univerfally felt in 
the ifland. Sane Yago, La Vega, Seibo, and other 
places in the inland parts, formerly fo renowned for 
their riches, are iio longer any thing more than ob- 
fcure hamlets, where nothing revives the memory of 
their ancient fplendour. 

The coafts do not exhibit a more animated appear- 
ance. To the foiith of the colony is the narrow and 
deep bay of Ocoa, which might be called a harbour. 
It is in this place where the Spaniards have no fet- 
tlements, although they are near a falt-pit which is 
fufficient for their n^ceffities, that the filver which is 
fent from Mexico for the cxpenccs of government is. 
depofited, and from whence it is conveyed upon 
horfes to St Domingo, which is at no more than fif- 
teen leagues diftance. ' 

This famous capital of the ifland received for a 
long time its necefiaries direA]y from foreigners ; but 
at that period the Lozama, with whtch its walls are 
watered, was able to admit veffels of fix hundred 
tons burden. Since the mouth of this river hath 
been almoft choked by the fands, and by the ftones 
it brings away from the mouiitains, the town is not 
HI a better condiuon than the harbour ; and magnU 
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ficent ruins are the only remains of it. The country b o q k 
that furrounds it exhibits nothing but briars, and a , ^^^ ^ 
I'mall number of cattle. 

The river Macouffis runs fourteen leagues above 
that place, where the few American vefiels that come 
to trade in the idand are ufed to land. They difem- 
bark their linall cargoes by means of a few little 
iflands, which afford a tolerable Ihelter. 

Further on, but Hill on the fame coaft, the Ruma- 
na runs through the moft beautiful plains that can 
poflibly be conceived. Neverthclefs, tlierc is nothing 
to be found upon this extenfive and fertile fui!, ex- 
cept one hamlet, which would have a mifcrable ap- 
pearance, even in thofe countries that are the mofl 
ill-trtpted by nature. 

The North of the colony is no better than the 
South. Porto de Plata, the beauty and excellence 
of which it would be difHcuit to exaggerate, prefentt 
only a few huts, in its numerous creeks, and on itt 
rich territory. 

The Ifabellica, which hath a beautiful river, im- 
menfe plains, and forefts filled with precious woods, 
doth not exhibit a more flourifbing appearance. 

With as many, or even- with more, means of pro- 
fperity, Monte-Chrifto is nothing more than a ftaple, 
where Englifh fmugglers come habitually to take in 
the commodides of fome French plantations, fettled . 
in the neighbourhood. The hoftiliries between the 
courts of London, and Verfailles render the fraudu- 
lent connections infinitely more coofiderable; and 
this mart acquires at that rime a great degree of 
importance. But this incipient animation ceafes, 
as foon as the miniftry of Madrid think it fuitable ta 
their tnterefts to take a part in the difputes between 
the two rival nations. 

The Spaniards have no fettlement in the weftern 
part of the ifland, which is entirely occupied by the 
French ; and it is only fince the lail war that they 
have thought of fettling to the eaftward, which they 
had long entirely neglefted. 
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■ ^H ^ The projea of cultitation might be carried into 
t, ^ ^. executioD in the plain of Vega-Real, which is fituat- 
ed in the inland part, and is fourfcore leagues in 
length, hy teh in its greateft breadth. It would be 
difficult to find, throughout the New World, a fpot 
more level, more fruitful, or better watensd. All the 
produdjons of America would fucceed adttiirably' 
there ; but it would be impoffible to remore .them 
from thence without making roads ; which is an un- 
dertaking that would alarm a people more enterprif. 
ing than the Spaniards. Tfaefe difficulties Ihould na- 
turally have led them to fix their attention on fome 
exceeding good coafts, already a little inhabited, and 
where ibme fubfiftence would have been found. Pro- 
bably it was apprehended that the new colonifts 
would adopt the manners of the old, and therefore 
Samana was determined upon. 

Samana is a peninfula, five leagues broad, and fix- 
teen long ; the foil of which, though rather uneven, 
is very fit for the richeft. produ<5lions of the New 
World. It hath, moreover, the advantage of afford- 
ing to the Slips that come from Europe, an eafy land- 
ing and a fafe anchorage. 

Thefe confiderations induced the firft advetiturers 
from France, who ravaged St. Domingo, to fettle at 
' Samana ; where they maintained their ground a long 
time, though furrounded by their enemies. At length 
It was found that they were too much expofed, and 
at too great a diftance from the reft of the French 
fettiements on the ifland, which were every day im- 
proving. In confequence of this they were recalled. 
The Spaniards rejoiced at their departure ; but did 
not take poflTeffion of the fpot they had quitted. 

Within thefe few years, however, the court of Ma- 
drid have fent thither fome people from the Canaries ; 
the ftate have been at the expence of the voyage, of 
their eftablifliment, and of their maintenance for fe- 
veral years. Thefe meafures, prudent as they were, 
have not been attended with fuccefs. The new in- 
habitants have for the moft part fallen vitSims to the 
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climate, to the clearing of the ground, undertaken book 
without precautions, and, above all, to the diflwneily ,_^}'' . 
of the governors, who have appropriated to thetn- 
felves the funds they were intrufted with. The few 
that have furvlved ib many evils, languilh under the 
expectation of approaching death. Let us fee whe- 
ther the efforts made to render Cuba flourilbing, have 
bcf n more fortunate. 



The ifland of Cuba, which is feparated from St. c< 



Domingo by a narrow channel, is of itfelf equal in ^jjjs^ 
value to a kingdom : it is two hundred and .thirty spmunk. 
leagues in length, and in breadth from fourteen to 
twenty-four. None of its rivers are navigable : in . 
three or four of them only, the boats can go up to 
the height of two, four, or 6.x leagues, during the 
greateft part of the year. To the north, the Havan- 
nah, Babiabonda, Maiul, and Matanza, can receive 
men of war; but the fuuthem harbours, as Cuba, 
Xaguas, Fort au Prince, Bayamo, Bacacon, Nipe, Ba- 
tabano, and Trinidad, admit only merchantmen. 

Though Cuba was difcovered by Columbus in 
149a, the Spaniards did not attempt to make them- 
feives mailers of it till 1511, when Diego de Velaf. 
quez came with four ihips, and landed on the eaftem 
point. 

This diftrifl was under the government of a Ca- 
cique named Hatuey. He was a native of St. Do< 
mingo, or Hifpaniola, and had retired hither to avoid 
the flavery to which his countrymen were condemn- 
ed. Thofe who could efcape the tyranny of the Ca- 
ftilians had followed him in his retreat, where he 
formed a httle ftate, and ruled in peace. At a di- 
stance he obferved the Spaniih fails, the approach ot 
which he dreaded. On the firft news he received of 
their arrival he called together the braveft Indians^ 
both of his fubjeds and allies, to animate them to a 
defence of their liberty ; afluring them, at the fame 
time, that all their efforts would be inefffeaual, if the^ 
did not firft render the God of their enemies propi- 
tious to them : Sebold bim there, faid he, pointing to * 
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- ■ ^,^ * ▼eflel fiUed with gold, heboid that mighty drvirt&f, let 

1^ ^ . wr JfTOtntf hit yTfW ' 

This fimple and credulous people eaniT- believed 
tbat gold, for the fake of which fo much blood was 
flied, was the God of the Spaniards. They danced 
and fang before the rude and unfafiitoned ore, and re- 
£gned themfelves wholly to its protedlion. 

But Hatuey, more enlightened, and more fufpi- 
cious than the other Caciques, alTembled them again, 
IVe mttji net, faid he to them, expe& any happhtefi Ja 
kng as the God of the Spaniards rtmams among us. He 
it n» Iffs our enemy than they. They feek fir him m every 
place; and where tbeyjind him, there they eftablifh them- 
felves. Were be hidden in the cavities of the earth, they 
would difcover him. Were uv tofwaUcnv him, they •wouid 
plunge their bands into our bowels, and drag him out* 
There is no place but the bottom oftbefea, tbat can elude 
tbeirfearcb. When he is no kinger among us, doubtlefs 
wefball be forgotten by them. As foon as he had done 
fpeaking, every man brought out his gold, and threw 
k into the fea. 

NotwithltandingthisitheSpaniardsadvanced. Their 
muikets and cannons, tbofe tremendous deities, dif- 
perfed with their thunder the favages who endeavour- 
ed to refill : but, as Hatuey might reaflemble them, 
he was purfued through the woods, taken, and con- 
demned to be- burned. When he was fattened to the 
Jlake, and waited only for the kindling of the fire, 
an inhuman prieft advanced to propofe the ceremony 
of baptifm, and to fpeak to him of paradife. Are 
there, faid the Cacique, ary Spaniards in that happy 
place ? Tes, replied the miliiouary ; but there are none 
but good ones. The befl of them, returned Hatuey, are 
good for nothing. I will net go to a place where! Jhould 
be in danger of meeting one of them. Talk no more to me 
of your religii>n, but leave me to die. 

Thus was the Cacique burned, the God of the 
Chriftians dilhonoured, and his crofs imbrued with 
human blood ; but Velafquez found no more enemies 
to Pppofe hjm. No refinance was made, and yet the 
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tiation did not long furvive the lofs of its liberty. In b o o k 
thofe ferocious times, when to conquer was nothing . "** . 
but to deilroy, feveral inhabitants of Cuba were maf- 
facred ; a greater number <^ them ended their lives 
in the gold mines, although they were not found 
abundant enough to be worked for any length of 
time. At tall the fmall-pox. that poifon which hath 
been tranfmitted from the Old to the New World, 
in exchange for a flill more fatal poifoni com^Jeted 
what had been fo much forwarded by the other ca- 
lamities. The whole ifland was foon' reduced to a 
dcfert. 

It was indebted for its reriral to the pilot Alami* impan. 
nos, who, in 1519, Grft palfed the canal of Bahama^ ^^^ 
when he was carrying the firft intelligence of the '"T^Jl^ 
fuccefs of Cortez to the Emperor Charles V. It was^^^^^Kr 
foon underflood, that this would be the only conve-^?^«* 
nient road for the fliips^hat fhould fail from Mesico 
to Europe, and the Havannah was built to receive 
them. The utility of this celebrated port was after- 
wards extended to the veflfls difpatcbed from Porto- 
Bello and from Canhagena. They all put in there, 
and waited reciprocally fot each other, in order to' 
arrive together in the mother-country with a greater 
degree of parade and of fecurity. The prodigious 
expences which navigators, laden with the richeil 
treafures of the world, incurred during their ftay, 
occafioned an imtnenfe circulation of money in the 
town, which was itfelf compelled to lend a part of 
it into the countries, more or lefe diftant, frc»n whence 
it derived its fubfillence. Cuba thus acquired fbrne 
degree of animation, while the other iflands, under 
the fame dominion, ftill continued in that fiate of 
annihilation into which they had been plunged by 
the conqueft. In order to accelerate the flow pro- 
greis of this fettlement, a particular aflbciation was 
formed in 1735. The funds of the new company 
con0fted of one million of piaftres, or of 5,40opoo 
livres [225^001.]. Tliey were divided into two thou- 
fimd &ares, one hundred>.of which belonged to the 
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■ o o K crown. The privilege of this company was exclU- 



xit 



, five. They eftablifhed a faftory at Cadix ; but Cuba 
itfelf was the feat of the monopoly. 

The diredors, at a dillance from the- mother- 
country, attended only to the making of their owni 
fortunes; they committed numberlefs malverfationsj 
and the company, whofe interells they managed. 
Were fo completely ruined in the fpace of twenty 
years, that it was no longer polfible for them to con- 
tinue their tranfadions. The government then au- 
thorifed a few merchants to carry on this trade, and 
in 1765, all the Spaniards were freely adniitted into 
a pofleiBon which ought neyer to have been fhuc 
againft them. 

A governor, who bears the title of Captain-general^ 
prefides at prefent over the colony. He determines 
all matters relative to the civil and the military 
branches; but the finances are under the dire^tiori 
of an intendant. Magiftrates, whofe Judgments may 
be fet afide by the audience of St. Domingo, diftri- 
bute jullice in the eighteen jurifdidtions which divide 
the iiiand. 

The biihop's fee, and his chapter, are in the tpwri 
of Cuba. Neither they, nor any other members of 
the clergy, receive the tithes ; they belong, as in the 
reft of the New World, to the crown ; but in this, as 
well as in other places, without being a refource for 
the treafury. There are twenty-three convents trf" 
men, and three nunneries in the colony, the eftates 
of which are valued, according to the moft moderate 
calculation, at 14,589,590 livres [607,899!. lis. 8d.} 
The funds which belong to the order of St. Jean de 
Dieu, and which are deftined for pubhc ufe, are not 
included in this calculation. 

Children are either well or ill educated in moft of 
thefe convents. There is, ever fince 1728, an uni- 
verfity at the Havannah, which hath a revenue of" 
37,800 Uvrea [1575I.3, and lels than two hundred 
fcholars. 

Nineteen h(^pitals are diftributed over the ifland ; 
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and there, as in all other parts, people are by no b o o jc 
means unanimous with,refpe£t to the utility of thefe ■ ''^ f 
eltabliffaments, or to the beft mode of regulating 
them. Alas! tben, eveiy thing that concerns go- 
vernment is Aill problematic, and the queftions which 
more particularly affeA the happinefs of the human 
fpecies, are, perhaps, thofe wh«:h have been the leaft 
fatisfadorily folved. ^ 

The countries of the globe, which pretend to civi- 
lization, are full of indolent men, who choofe rather 
to fue for alms in the ftreets, than to employ their 
ftrength in the manufadures. Our intention is not 
certainly to harden the hearts of men, but we will 
pronounce, without befitation, that thefe wretches 
are fo many robbers of the real poor ; and that who- 
ever grants them any affiftance becomes their accom- 
pUce. The knowledge of their hypocrify, of their 
vice^, of their debaucheries, of their nofturnal fatur- 
naiia, leflens the commiferation that is due to real 
indigence. It is certainly a difagreeable talk to de- 
prive a citizen of his liberty, which is the only thing 
he poflefles, and to add imprifonment to his mifery. 
And yet the man who prefers the abjed Hate of a 
beggar, to an afylum where he might earn clothes 
and fubfiftence by his labour, is a vicious perfon who ■ 
ought to be carried there by force. There are many ■ 
countries where, from miftaken motives of compaf- 
flwi, the profefled beggars are fuffered to reniain at 
liberty. The adminiftration of thofe countries dif- 
plays, in this inftance, more humanity than judg- 
' inent. 

But befide the ftate of beggary, which is brought 
on by a fpirit of idlenefs, there muft neceffariJy be 
poor people without number in every place where 
there are multitudes of men, who have no prote^ion 
againft mifery but in their labour. For all thefe un- 
fortunate people, a day of ficknefs is a day of indi- 
gence. Every old man is poor. Every man who is 
difaWed either by accident or by natural deiformity^ 
tAd or young, is a poor man. Every labourer, every foh 
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BOOK dicr, every {allot, who hath either got no employment* 
. ^"' _ or is unable to ferve, is a poor man. Poverty begets po- 
verty ; were it only from the irapoffibility that indigent 
perfons ihould give any 'kin<l of education, or furniih 
any employment to their children, A great confla- 
gration, an inundation, a hail ftorm, a long and ri- 
gorous winter, an epyiemical diforder, a famine, a 
war, great and fudderfteduftions of rent, bankrupt- 
cies, bad, and even fometimes good operations of fi- 
nance, the invention of a new machine : every cauie, 
in a word, which deprives the citizen of bis ftate« 
and which fufpends, or fuddenty diminilhes, the daily 
labours, occalions an incredible number of people to 
be reduced to poverty in an inflant. 

And yet, who are thefe numerous unfortunate 
people, who are reduced to inevitable poverty with- 
out any fault of their own, and perhaps from the in- 
julUce of our conftitutional laws ? They are ufefut 
men who have cultivated the lands, cut the ftones, 
conllfudted our edifices, nouriflied our children, work- 
ed in our mines and in our quarries, defended our 
country, afljfled the efforts of genius, and been fer-^ 
viceable in all the branches of indullry. 

In order to fuccour thefe interefting beings, hofpi- 
tals have been contrived. But do thefe eftabliAi- 
ments aofwerthe end of their ■inftitution? Almoft 
in all places they have a number of moral and natu- 
ral efieds, which render the utility of them doubtful 
in their prcfent ftate. 

Particular and temporary fuccours, prudently dif- 
penfed by government in a feafon of great popular 
calamities, would perhaps be better than hofpitals 
which are perpetually maintained. They would pre- 
vent beggary, while hofpitals encourage it. Thefs 
afylums for misfortune, are almoft all in pofleflion of 
landed property. This kind of property is liabJe to 
too many embarraflinents, and to difhonefty in the 
management of it, and fubjei^ to too many vicifG- 
tudes in its produce. The diredors of it are perma- 
nent. Hence their zeal is diminllhed, and the fpirit 
3 
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of fraud and rapine, or at leafl that of indifference, book 
is fubftituted to it. Thefe facred depofits become at ,_j '^ "-, , 
laft the revenue of thofe who manage tbem. The 
adminiftration of thefe eftabUfhnients isalniofl: always 
a myftery to the government and to the public, while 
nothing would be more honell aiM more neceflary, 
than that it ihould be expofed to public view : it is 
alfo arbitrary, and it ^ught to be fubje(9:ed to the 
moft careful and rigorous examination. The depre- 
dations that are committed in the palaces of kings, 
are the fubjeil of much difcuffion. There at leafl: 
magnificence, abundance, and the etiquette whicli 
compofes the falfe greatnefs of the throne, are in 
fome fort an apology for this diffipation ; for where 
there are kings, it is well known there muft likewife 
be abufes. But hofpitals are liable to flill greater 
malverfations, and yet they are the houfes of the 
poor ! they are the fortunes of the poor I every thing ' 
bught there to prefent the ftriftell ideas of economy 
and order; every circuraftance ought to render thefe 
duties facred. You, who are the direflors of thefe 
afylums, if you be guilty of negligence, your hearts 
imufl be obdurate ! But if you ihould allow your- 
felves to commit extortions, by what name can you 
be called ? You are fit only to be trampled upon in \ 

the dufti and to be drenched in blood. 

The natural defeats of our hofpitals are ilill more, 
deplorable than the moral vices of them. The air 
u corrupted by a thoufand caufes, the detail of 
which would be difgufting to all our ienfes. We 
may form a judgment of this from one incontellible 
experiment. Three thoufand men, confined within 
the hmits of one acre, muft, by their perfpiration 
alone, form an atmofphere of the height of fixty 
inches, which becomes contagious if the air be not 
perpetually renewed. All the people who are habi- 
tually employed in. the fervice of the fick are pale, 
and mollly attacked, even in a flate of health, with 
a peculiar kind of How fever. How much greater 
mufl the lame caufe operate upon a fick perfon? 
Vol. IK N 
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BOOK People are difcharged from the hofpital cured of one 
. "'• ^ difeafe, and carry away another along with them. 
Patients are a long time recovering. How many fa- 
tal negle<^, and unfortunate miftakes are commit- 
ted ? The frequency of them ftifles remorfe. 

At the Hotel Dieu of Paris, and at Bk^tre, the fifth 
and the fixth part of the fick perifti ; at the hofpital 
of Lyons, the eighth and the ninth part. 

O thou '. who, defcending from the firft throne of 
Europe, haft vifited the principal countries of it with 
the thiril: of knowledge, and undoubtedly with the 
defire of labouring for the good of thine own coun- 
try ; tell us, how great was thy horror when thoa 
didft fee in one of our hofpitals, feven or eight fick 
perfons heaped together in the fame bed, all mala- 
dies blended together, alt the principles and degrees 
of life and death confounded ; one wretch crying 
out with acute pain, by the fide of another who was 
breathing his laft ; the dying man lain by the fide of 
the dead one, and all of them reciprocally infedHng 
and curfing each other. Say, why didft thou not re- 
prefent this piAure to the imagination of thy young 
and compaffionate fifter, our fovcreign ? No doubt, 
flie would have been afFeded with it ; her compaifion 
would have been communicated to her bufband, and 
her tears would have interceded for thefe miferable 
wretches. How noble a ufe would this have been 
making of beauty ! 

The prefervation, therefore, of mankind, the watch- 
ing over their days, and the removing from them the 
horrors of mifery, is a fcience fo little underftood by 
government, that even the eftablifliments they feem 
to have m.ade with a view of fulfilling thefe objeds, 
produce an oppofite efted. Aftonifhing perverfion 
of "mind ! which ought not to be forgotten by any 
one of our philofophers, who ftiall write the immenfe 
treatife on the barbatifm of civiUzed nations. 

Some men, devoid of feeling, have afiTerted, that in 
order to diminilh the number, already too great, of 
idle, negligent, and vicious people, it was necelHiry 
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ifaat the poor and the Gck ifaould not be well treated book 
in the hofprtals. And indeed it cannot be denied. . ^J*' , f 
but that this barbarous expedient hath been purfued 
to its uttnoft extefit ; nevertbelefs, what are the ef- 
fects produced hj It ? Sereral meii have been de-> 
ftroyed, while no one hath been correded. 

Lazinefs and debducherj ma/ polliblj be encoa- 
raged in hofpitals ; but if this defe^ be inherent id 
thefe eftablilhments. it niuft be borae with. If it can 
be correded, we muft endeavour to do it. Let hof- 
futals fubillt, but let us !ill eXert ourfelves by diffiif- 
ing general competency, in diminiihing the multi- 
tude of tbofe unfortuaate people who are compelled 
to fe<k an afylum in them. Let tbenl be employed 
in charitable houfes, iii fedentary labours j let lazinefe 
be punilhed there, bat let induftry be rewarded; 

With regard to the iick, let them be t^en care of, 
as men ought to be by men. Their country owes 
them this relief from motives of jullice or of intereft. 
If they be old, they have ferved mankind, they have 
brought other citizens iritb the world j if they be 
young, they may ferve mankind again, they may be 
the fource of a hew genAation. In a word, when 
(hey are once admitted into thofe charitable afylums, 
let hofpitahty be exercifed in its full extent. Let 
there be.tio more mean avarice, no murderous cal- 
culations. They might to find there all the comforts 
they would find in their own famihes, if their own 
families were capable of receiving them. 

This plan is not impradtcable, it will not even be 
expeijfive, whih better laws, when a more vigilant, 
' a more enlightened, and efpecially a more humane 
admini![tratbn, Jhall prefide over thefe efiabUihments. 
' The experiment hath been juft made with fuccefs, un- 
der our own immediate infpedion, by the care of Ma- 
dame Necker. WhUe this lady's hulband b. employ- 
ing himfelf upon a larger fcale, in diminifhing the 
number of unfortunate people, ftie enters into the 
details which can alleviate the diftrefles of thole who 
are already unfortunate. She hath juft eftablilhed in. 
Nij 
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BOOK the fuburb of St. Germain, an hofpital, where iicl: 
. ^^ , people, who have each a bed to themfelves, and arc 
attended in the fame manner as they would be at the 
houfe of the moll affedionate mother, coft one third 
lefs than in any of the hofpitals at Paris. Foreign- 
ers, who are become members of the nation, by the 
molt meritorious of all naturalizations, by the good 
you do to it J Generous pair, I venture to name you, 
although you are ftiU alive, although you are fur- 
rounded with the influence of a high pofl: ; and I am 
not apprehenlive of being accuied of adulation : — I 
think I have ^ven fufficient proofs, that I can nei- 
ther fear nor flatter vice in power, and therefore I 
have acquired the right of rendering public homage 
to virtue. 

Would to heaven, that the happy experiment we 
have juft menrioned, might bring on a generil refor- 
mation in all the hofpitals founded by the generofity 
of our anceftors ! Would to heaven, that fo fine an 
eflabliihment might ferve as a model for thofe, which 
a principle of foft compaffion, the delire of expiating 
the poflieffion of wealth, or a benevolent fyftem of 
philofophy, may one day excite fucceeding geneia> 
tions to found ! This wiih of my heart extends ta 
the whole univerfe ; for my thoughts have no other 
Umits than thofe of the world, when they are em» 
ployed about the happinefs of my fellow-creatures. 
Citizens of the univerfe, unite j^ourfelres with me j 
it is your intereft that is in agitation. 

What afluranccs have you, that none of your an- 
ceftors have died in an hofpital ? What afltirances 
have you that none of your defcendants will expire 
in that retreat provided for mifery ? Might not an 
unexpected misfortune oblige you to take refuge 
there yourfelves ? Let your vows therefore be joined 
to mine. 

Let us now return to our fubjeft. According to 
accounts taken in 1 774, the ifland of Cuba reckons 
one hundred and feventy<one thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty-eight perfons, of whom twenty-eight 
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thoufand feren hundred and fixty-fix only are flares, book 
The population muft even be rather more confider- . "'' , 
able, becauTe the well-grounded apprehenfion of fome 
new tax muft have prevented accuracy in the de- 
clarations. 

Few of the arts, except thofe of primary necef- 
fity, are found in the illand. Thefe arc in the hands 
of the Mulattoes, or free Negroes, and are in a very 
imperfed ftate. Joiners work only hath been carried 
on to a remarkable degree of perfeiflion. 

Other Mulattoes and blacks are employed in cul- 
tivating articles of fubfiftence. Thefe conlill of fome 
ftuits of the New World, and fome vegetables of the 
Old ; of maize, and of manioc, the confumption of 
which hath diminiftied in proportion as the freedom 
of trade hath lowered the price of the flour brought 
from Spain or Mexico, and fometimes alfo from North 
■ America : they conlift of tolerable good cacao, but in 
ib fmall a quantity, that the inhabitants are obliged 
to draw annually from Caraccas, or firom Guayaquil, 
more than two thoofand quintals of it : they conlift alfo 
of numerous herds of oxen, and efpecially of hogs, the 
fleih of which hath been hitherto generally prefer- 
red, and will always be fo, unlefs the Iheep, which 
have lately been brought into the ifl^id, fliould make 
them one day be negleded. All thefe animals wan- 
der about in the pafture grounds, each of which is 
four, or at leaft two leagues in extent. Some mules 
and horfefi are likewife feen to graze there, which 
ought to be ftill more multiplied, becaufe their pre- 
lent number doth not prevent the inhabitants from 
purchaling a great quantity from the continent. 

The articles deftined for exportation employ moft 
of the flavcfi. From 1748 to 1753, the labourof thefe 
unfortunate people did not produce annually to the 
mother-country, more than eighteen thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty quintal^ of tobacco, the value of 
which in Europe was 1,193,570 livres [53,8981. 15s.] 5 
one hundred and feventy-three thouiand eight bun- 
dredquintalsof liigar, the value of which was 7,994,786 
Niij 
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BOOK livies [333,1161. IIS. 8d.] ; fifteen hundred and &Xt 

^"' ty-nine hides, the value (if which was 138,817 livresj 
^■^[5784!. lod-i ; and 1,064,505 livrea (44,35*^1. 7s. 
6d.] in gold and filver. Of this Cam, amounting to 
10491,678 livres [437,i53l. 5s.], the tobacco alone 
was the propertj of government, all the reft belonged 
to trade. 

Since that period the iabours have much jncreafed j 
' they have not, however, been, turned towards the 
culture of indigo and of cotton, although thefe grow 
naturally in the illand. . 

The culture of coffee, which bath been lately un- 
dertaken, bath not made any <confiderable progrefs, 
nor .will it increafe. /Spain, ccHifumes but a fmall 
quantity of that.produdion, and- the European marts 
are and .will be for a 'long time overftocked with it. 
There is more to be expected from the wax. 

When Florida was ceded, in 1763, ~by the court 
of Madrid to that of London, the five or fixhundred 
miferable people who lived in that, ifland took refuge 
at Cuba, and carried fbme bee( along .with them. 
' Thefe uibful infeAs flew to the forefts. fixed them- 

felves in the hollow of old trees, and nraltipUed with 
a degree of celerity that feems incredible. The co- 
lony, which till then had bought a great deal of wax 
for their religious. folCmnities, was foon able to col- 
lect a fufficient quantity for this:. pious ufe,' and for 
other confumptions. They had fbme overplus iii 
1770 ; and feVen years afterwards they exported fe-- 
ven thoufand one hundred and fifty quintals and a 
half of it, for Europe and for America. This pro- 
dudtlon muil necefiarily increafe, under a ikj, and 
on a* foil, which are equally favourable to it j in an 
illand where the hives yield four times in eve^ year, 
and where the fvrarms fucceed each other without 
interruption. 

Tobacco b one of the moil important prodn^ons 
of Cuba. , Each crop fumifhes about fifty-five thou- 
fand quintals. Part of this is oonfiuned in the coun- 
try, pr fraudulently carried out of it. The govern- 



uyGooglc 



IK THE EAST AND WEST IHSUS. E99 

ment purchafe annually, for their dominions in the book 
Old and in the New World, where they equally mo- . ^"- 
aopolize it, forty-fix thoufand feven hundred and fif- ' '~' 
ty quintals, the price of wliich varies according to its 
quality, but which.coft, one with another, 48 hvres 
23 fols [il. 6d.] the hundred weight. So that the 
king pours annually into the ifiand 2,272,050 lines 
{94,668]. 15s.] for this produfUoo. 

The progrefs made in the culture of tobacco hath 
been lately Hopped at Cuba. This plant hath even 
been rooted up in feme places where it did not thrive 
fo welL The minillry did not choofe that the crops 
ihould exceed the demands of the monarchy. They 
were certainly apprehenfive that foreigners, who might 
have purchafed this produdion in the leaf, would in- 
i(roduce it clandeftinely in their provinces, after hav- 
ing manutadlured it. It has been thought that the 
indullry of the planters would be more ufefuUy em- 
ployed in the culture of fugar. 

This commodity was little known before ^e dlf- 
covery of the New W(»ld. It is gradually become 
the obje^ of an immenfe commerce. The Spaniards 
were obhged to purchafe it of their neighbours, till 
at length they thcught of planting it at Cuba. The 
mother-country receives annually from two hundred 
totwohundredandfifty quintals of it, half of it white, 
and half raw. It is not as much as its inhabitants 
«an confume ; but they will not be obliged to have 
recourfe to foreign markets, when this cultivation 
fhall be as firmly eftablifhed in the reft of the ifland, 
as it already is in the territory of the Havannah. 

Be&re 1765, Cuba did not receive annually, more 
than three or four large ihips from Cadiz ; and thofe 
vellels, which, after having fold their cargoes upon 
the coads of the continent, came there in order to 
take up a lading, which they had not been able to 
iind at Vera Cruz, at Honduras, and at Carthagena. 
The ifland was at that time in want of the moft ne- 
cefiary things, and the inhabitants were compelled 
to purchafe them of their neighbours, with whom they 
Niiij 

u,j.,-xit,LjOOglc 



200 BISIORT OF SETTLEHZNTS AND TKjLDI 

BOO Khad formed feme fmuggling conneflions. Since the 
.^ ^"' . reftraints have been diminiflied, the number of voy- 
ages hath multiplied the productions, which have aJib 
reciprocally extended the navigation. 

In 1 774, one hundred and one vellels arrived fronj 
Spain in the colony : thefe were laden with dour, 
wines, brandies, and with every fhing requifite for a 
large fettlement ; and they carried away from thence 
all the commodities which a better arrangement of 
things had produced. 

The fame year Cuba received, upon one hundred 
and eighteen' fmall veffelB, from Louifiana, rice, and 
the proper wood for their fugar chefts ; from Mexico, 
flour, vegetables, Morocco leather, and copper ; from 
the other parts of this large continent, oxen, mules. 
and cacao ; and from Porto Rico two thoufand flaves, 
which had been diftributed among thefe Aiips. 

Thefe vefleU of the Old and New World were not 
allowed to choofe the ports where it would have beei^ 
mod convenient for them to put in. They were 
obliged' to land their cargoes at the Havannah, at 
Fort-au-Prince, at Cuba, and at Trinidad, the only 
places where cuftoms were eftablifhed. None but 
lifliing fmacks and coafting veflels are allowed to fre- 
quent all the harbours indifcriminately. 

A man, who at this time does honour to Spain, and 
who would dO' honour to any country whatever, Mr. 
Campo Manes, fays, that the produce of the culloms, 
which before 1765 had never exceeded 565,963 
livres [33,5811. J5S. lod.], amounts at prefent to 
1,620,000 livres [67,5001.] ; and that the mother- 
country draws from the colony, in metal?, 8,100,000 
livres [337,5001.], inftead of 1,620,000 livres [67,5001.] 
which it formerly received. This is an argument in 
favour of a free trade, of the force of which it were 
to be wifhed that mankind could be made fenfible. 

The taxes levied at Cuba, or thofe at leaft which. 
enter the coffers of the Aate, do not exceed 2,430,000 
livres [101,2501.], and government circulates in the 
jfland to the amount qf 2,272,050 livres [94,6681. 
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X58.] for tobacco ; 1,350,000 livres [56,250!.] forthes o o k 
maintenance of the fortifications, 2,160,000 livres . ^^ ^"- ^ 
[90,000!.] for the ufual garrifons, and 3,780,000 Uvres 
[157,500!.] for the naval department. 

Cedar woods, proper for fliip-building, were found 
al! over the colony, tliough tlie idea had never occur- 
red of making any ufe of them. At length docks 
were eftabliihed, in J 724, which have fent out, from. 
that period to the prefent time, fifty-eight vefiels, or 
frigates. This eftabliflunent is kept up, notwithftand- 
jng the neceffity there is of importing the iron and 
the ropes ufed for thofe veflek, articles which the 
ifland doth not furoilh ; and notwithftanding the cuT- 
tom which bath prevailed fince 1750, of bringing 
from the North of Europe the mafts, which were for- 
merly obtained, though of inferior quality, from the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The final! fleet deftined to clear the coafls of Spain 
of fmugglers or pirates, and which, in the intervals 
between the cruizing feafons ufed to remain at Vera 
Cruz, was fupprefled in 1748. It was become ufelefs 
fince the government had refolved to maintain con> 
, ftantly at Cuba fome maritime fi>rces, more or lefs 
coniiderable. In peace time thefe vefl*el8 carry to 
the iflands of Cumana, and t6 Louifiana, the funds 
that are deftined for the annual necelBties of thofe fe- 
veral fettlements ; they prevent fmuggling as much 
as they can ; and they caufe the name of their maf- 
ter to be refpeded. In time of war they proteA the 
traders and the territories of their country. 

The Havannah, where thefe Ihips are conftruded, 
hath juft been fupplied, by the care of the Marquis 
de la Torre, with fome conveniences and embellifh- 
ments which had been for a long time defired in vain. 
This a£dve governor hath given the inhabitants a 
playfaoufe, decorated with propriety, two delightful 
walks, convenient barracks, and five very well con- 
trived bridges. Thefe ufeful or agreeable eftablifh- 
meots hare coft the town no more than 48^,066 livres. 
[30,o86l IS. 8d.]. 
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9 o o K Government bave allotted, for the foitificationa 
. ^\^ with which the town luth beea funoanded, from 
iDwiut 1763 to 1777, 3i,<4i3.989 livret 18 fob 6 deniers 
^^^ [933,9161. 4s. ii|d.]. Thefc works have been cdn- 
twoiorcs-ftruded by four thoulknd GDC iiundred and ninetj- 
S^°rf" eight blacks, by fifteen hundised makfiuaors fent from 
defence be- Spain and Mexico, and by the freonen, who have 
jj^^ not difdained this kind of labour. 

The harbour of the Jiavannafa is one of the fafeft 
in the univerfe ; thp fleets of the whole world might 
ride at anchor there together. At the entrance of it 
there are rocks, againft which the veflels that ihould 
venture to deviate from the middle of the pafs would 
infallibly be wrecked. It is defended fay the Nforo 
and the fort on the point. The former of thefc Ha- 
trefles is raifed fo high above the level of the fea, that 
even a firft rate man of war could not batter it. The 
other hath not the fiime advantage ; but it can only 
be attacked by a very narrow channel, where the 
warmeft aflailants could never withftand the nume- 
rous and formidable artillery of the Moro. 

The Havannah, therefore, can only be attacked 
on the land fide. Fifteen or fixtsen tbouland men, 
which are the moll that could be employed in this 
feryice, would not be fufficient to inveft the works, 
which cover a vaft extent. Their efforts moll be di- 
red«d, either to the right or left of the port, againlt 
the town, or the Moro. If the latter, they may eafi* 
ly land within a league of the fort, and will come 
within fight of it, without difficulty, by eafy roadl, 
^ through woods which will cover and fecitce their 

march. 

The firft difficulty will be that of getting watery 
which, in the neighbourhood of the camp the afliiil- 
ants muft choofe, is mortal. To obtain fuch as is 
^ drinkable, they mul} go in boats to the diftence of 
three leagues, and it will be neceflary to fend a con- 
fiderable force for this purpofe tothe only river where 
it is to be had, 01 to leave a detachment there in in- 
trenchments ; which beipg at a diftance £rom the 
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fiiimp. without communicatton or fupport, ' will be in > o o ic 
perpetual danger of being cut off. . J^ '^^ 

Previous to the attack of the More, the enemy 
muft make themfelves mafiers of the Cavagna, which 
hath been lately built. It . is a crown-work, con:)', 
pofed of a baftion, two curtains, and two demi-ba^ - 
lUons in front. Its right and left lie upon the bank 
of tljc harbour. It hath cafemates, referroirs of wa- 
ter, and powder magazines that are bomb-proof, a 
good cDvered-way, and a wide ditch cut in the rock. 
The way which leads to it is compofed of fiones and 
pebbles, without any mixture of earth. The Cavag- 
na is placed on an eminence which commands the 
More, but is itfelf expofed to attacks from a hill 
which is of an equal height, and not more than three 
hundred paces diftant from it, A-s it would have been 
eafy for an enemy to opeq their trenches under the 
cover of this hill, the Spaniards have levelled it, and 
the Cavagna can now extend its view ami its batteries 
to a great diflance. If the garrifonfhould find them- 
felres fo prefied, as not to be able to ~ maintain this 
poft, they would blow iip the works, which are all 
undermined, and retreat into the Mora, the commu- 
nicatioq w*th which cannot pdEbly be cut oC 

The femous furtrefs of the Moro bad towards the 
fea, on which fide it is "injpregnable, two ballions; 
jmd on the land" fide two others, with a wide and deep 
ditch cijt out of the tock, Since it was taken, it hath 
been entirety rebuilt, and its parapets made higher 
and thicker. A'good covered-way hath been added, 
find every thing that w^s wanting to fecure the gar- 
rifon and the ftores. It is not eafier to open trenches 
before this place than the Cavagna. Both of them 
are built with a foft ftohe, which will be lefs dange- 
rous to the defenders than the common fort of free< 
ftone. 

Independent of thefe advantages, the two fortref. 
fes have in their favour a climate extremely hazar- 
dous to befiegera, and an eafy communication with 
the town for receiving all forts of provifioDs, without 
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B o o K a poifibility of being intercepted. Thus circumftan* 
. "'• ced, thcfe two places may be confidered as impreg- 
nable, at leaft as very difficult to be taken, proTided 
they be properly ftocked with prorilions, and defend- 
ed with courage and ability. The prefervation of 
them is of fo much greater importance, as their lofs 
would neceiTarily occalion the furrender of the har- 
bour and town, which are both of them commanded, 
and may be battered, from thefe eminences. 

After having explained the difficulties of taking 
tbe Havannah by attacking the Moro, we mull next 
fpeak of thofe which muil be encountered on the fide 
■of the town. 

It is fituated near the bottom of the harbour. It 
was defended, as well towards the harbour as towards 
the country, by a dry wall, which was good for no- 
thing, and twenty-one baftions, which were not much 
better. It had a dry ditch, and of little depth. Be> 
£m% this ditch was a kind of covered-way, almoft in 
ruins. The place, in this ftate, could not have re- 
fitted a fudden attempt, which, had it been made in 
the night, and fupported by ieveral attacks, true or 
felfe, Would certainly have carried it. Wide and 
deep ditches have been made, and an exceeding 
good covered-way added. 

Thefe defences are fupported by the fort at the 
pcHUt ; which is a fquare, built of ttone, and, though 
fraall, is provided with cafemates. It hath bean re- 
built, having been very much damaged during the 
fiege. There is a good dry ditch round it, digged 
out of the rock. Independent of its principal defti- 
nation, which is to co-operate with the Moro in de- 
fending the port, and for which it is perfe6Uy well 
calculated, it hath feveral batteries which open upon 
the country, and flank fome parts of the town wall. 

Its fire crofies that of a fort of four baftions, which 
hath a ditch, covered-way, powder magazine, cafe- 
mates, and refervoirs of water. This new fortification, 
which is erefled at three quarters of a mile from the 
place on an emijieace galled A-toftcgay, wUl require 
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a fiege in form, if the town is to he attacked on that book 
fide, particularly as it is fo conftrufled as to have a ._^^^ , 
view of the fca, to command a confiderable track on 
the land fide, and to difturb an enemy exceedingly 
in getting water, which they muft fetch from its 
neighbourhood. 

In Ikirting the city onward, we come to the fort 
of Atar^s, which has been conftruAed fince the iiege. 
It is of ftone. hath four baltions, a covered-way, a half- 
moon befote the gate, a wide ditch, a good rampart, 
refervoirs, cafemates, and a powder magazine. Itis bare- 
ly three quarters of a league diftant from the town, 
and is fituated on the other fide of a river and an im- 
pradicable morafs, which cover it in that direction. 
The rifing ground upon which it is built, is entirely 
occupied by it, and has been infulated by the dig- 
ging of a broad ditch, into which the fea hathapaf- 
fage from the bottom of the harbour. Befides its 
commanding the communication between the town 
and the interior part of the ifland, it defends the cir- 
cuit of the place by croffing its fires with thofe of 
Arofteguy. The Spaniards have conftruded a large 
redoubt in the interval of tbefe two forts, which is 
an additional protedion to the town. The Atards 
alfo crofies its fire with that of the Moro, which is 
very high, and fituated at the extreme point of the 
fort. 

If it were allowable to form an opinion upon a fub- 
je£l, which we do not profeffionally underiland, we 
might venture to aflert, that thofe who would under- 
take the fiege of the Havannah, fiiould begin by the 
Cavagna and the Moro ; becaufe thefe forts once 
taken, the town muft of courfe furrender, or be de- 
ftroyed by the artillery of the Moro. On the con- 
trary, if they ftiould determine for the town fide, the 
befiegcTS woule fcarcely find themfelves in a better 
condition, even after they had taken it. Indeed, 
they would have it in their power to deftroy the dock- 
yards, and the fliips that might happen to be in the 
harbour ; but this would produce no permanent ad- 
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BOOK vantage. In ord«r to eftablifti themfclTes, they ntud 

i^ j "^'" f ftill be obliged to take the Cavagna and the Moro, 

which in all probability they would find impofliblev 

after the lofc they mui| have fuftained in the attack 

of the town and its fortreffes. 

But whatCTer plan may be purfued in the Begc of 
this place, the aflailants will not only have to combat 
the numerous garrifon enclofed within its works ; 
there will be a corps likewife of twelve thoufand four 
hundred and feventy-two militia, who have been ac- 
cullomed to manosuvre .in a. fuiphling manner, who 
would take the field, and continually interrupt their 
operations. Thefe troops, armed, clothed, and ac- 
coutred at the expence of the government, and paid 
in time of war upop. the footing of regulars, are train- 
ed and commanded by non-commifiioned officers fent 
from Europe, and chofen from the nioQ. dilliaguilhed 
re^ments. The forming of this militia hath cofl .an - 
immenfe fum. The court of Spain is in expectation 
of future events, to form a judgment of the utility 
of thefe expences. But whatever may be the mili- 
tary fpirit of thefe troops, we may pronounce before- 
hand, that this eftabliihment, in a political view, if 
inexcufable ; and for the following reafons : 

The projefl of making foldiers of all the colonifts 
of -Cuba, a moll unjuft and deftrudive projcGt to alt 
colonies, has been purfued with uncommon ardour^ 
The violence they have been forced to ufe with the 
inhabitants, to make them fubmit to exercifes which 
they were averfe from, has produced no other efiedt 
than that of increafing their natural love of repofe. 
They deleft thofe mechanical and forced movements, 
which, not contributing in any refpeft to their hapv 
pinefs, appear doubly infupportable ; not to mention 
their feeming frightful or ridiculous to a people, who 
probably think they have no intereft in defending a 
government by which they are opprefled. The rage 
of keeping up an army ; that hnadnefs, which, under 
pretence of preventing wars, encourages them; which 
by introducing defpotifm into governments, paves the 
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way for rebellion among the people ; which contiou- B o o k 
ally dragging the inhabitant from his dwelling, and . _ \^f 
the buftundman from his field, extinguiflies in them 
the love of their country, by driving them from their 
home ; which fubveits nations, and carries them over 
land and fea : that mercenary profelOon of war, fo 
different from the truly military fpjrit, fooner or later 
will be the ruin of Europe ; but much fooner of the 
colonies, and perhaps, firft of all, of tbofe which be- 
long to Spain. 

The molt extenfive and mofl: fertile part of tb6 Hath Spw 
American Archipelago is pt^efled by the Spaniards. S^^ 
Thefe tflands, in the hands of an indiiftriou^ nation, ^ f 
would have proved a fource of unbounded Wealth, jajoj n^. 
In their prefent ftate, they are vaft forefts, exhibiting Jj^^ 
only a frightful foUtude'. Far from tiontributidg toiuiipwrne 
the ftrength and riches of the kingdonl they belong''™"* 
to, they ferve only to weaken and to exhauft it by 
the expences required to mairitaih thetai-. If Spiin' 
had attended properly to the political improvements 
of other nations, ihe would have difcoveted, that 
feveral of them owed their influence folely to the ad- 
vantages they have drawn from tOands, in every re- 
fped inferior to thofe which have hitherto only ferv- 
ed the ignominious purpofe of ftt^elling the lift of the' 
numberlefs and ufelefs pofleJlions of the Spaallh' 
crown. She would have learned, that there is no 
other, rational foundation of colonies, efpecially of 
thofe which have no mines, but agriculture. 

It is not doing juftice to the Spaniards to fuppofe 
that they are naturally incapable of labour. If we' 
give the leaft attention to the exceffive fati^iies Which 
thofe of them who are cfencerned In contraband trade 
fubrait to with the utmoft patience, we (hall find that' 
their toils are infinitely more grievous than any that' 
attend the management of a plantation. If they lie- 
gled to enrich themfelves by agriculturte, it is the' 
fault of their government. Alas ! might the difiti- 
terefted hiftorian, who neither feeks nof defires any 
thing but the general good of mankind, be permit- 
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B o o K ted to furnifh them with there feotiments and ex- 
. ^"' _j prcffions, which the habit of floth, the rigour of go^ 
vernment, and prejudices of every kind, fi;em to have 
precluded them from the ufe of, thus would he in 
their name addrels the court of Madrid, and the 
whole Spanifh nation : 

" Reflect on the facrifices we require from you, 
" and fee, if you will not reap a centuple advantage 
" by the valuable commodities we ihall fupply to 
" your now expiring commerce. Your navy, increaf- 
" ed by our labours, will form the only bulwark that 
** can preferve to you thofe pofleilions, which are now 
" ready to efcape from your hands. As we become 
" more rich, our confumption will be greater ; and 
■ " then the country which you inhabit, and which 
" droops with you, though Nature herfelf invites it 
•* to fertility; thofe plains, which prefent to your 
" eyes only a defert fpace, and are a difgrace to 
" your laws and to your manners, will be converted 
" into fields of plenty. Your native land will flou- 
" riih by indiiftry and agriculture, which have now 
" forfaken you. The fprings of life and activity, 
" which ye will have conveyed to us through the. 
" channel of the fea, will flow back, and encompafs 
" your dwellings with rivers of plenty. But if ye prove 
" infenfible to our complaints and misfortunes ; if ye 
" do not govern us for our lakes; if we be only the 
" viftims of our loyalty ; recal to your minds that 
** ever celebrated era, in which a nation of unfor- 
** tunate and difcontented fubjeds fliook ofif the yoke 
" c^ your dominion ; and by their labours, their fuc- 
" ce&, and their opulence, jufUfied the revolt in the 
" eyes of the whole world. They have been free for - 
" near two centuries ; and fhall we flill have to la- 
" meot that we are governed by you ? when Holland 
" broke in pieces the rod of iron, which crulhed 
" her ; when Ihe rofe from the depth of the waters 
" to rule over the fea ; heaven, without doubt, raif- 
" ed her up as a monument of freedom, to point out 
^ to the nations of the world the path of happinefs^ 
3 
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'* ab^ to intifnidatefaithlefskings who would excludeB o o k 
*' them from it." ' ^ 

It might be fufpefted that the court of Madrid 
have difcoVered that it would be poffible to pats this 
cenfure upon them. In 1735, their miniftry fuggeft- 
ed a company for Cuba. Twenty years after they 
conceived the idea of a new monopoly for St. Do- 
mingo and for Porto-Rico. The fociety which was 
to clear thefe deferts, was eftablifhed at Barcelona, 
with a capital of 1,785,000 .livres [74,3751-] divided 
jntofliares, of the value ot a hundred piftols eaah [83I. 
15s.]. This company never paid any intereft to its 
members ; they made no dividend ; they obtained 
the important permillion of fitting out fcveral velfelsi 
for the Honduras. Notwithftanding this, on the 30th 
of April 1771, their debts, including their capital, 
amounted to 3,121,6^2 livres [130,070!. Jos.], arid 
they had no more than 3.775.540 livres [157,314!. 
3S. 4d.]. So that in the courle of fifteen years, with 
an exclufive privilege, and with very fignal favour, 
they had gained no more than 653,848 livres 
[27,2431. 13S. 4d.]. Their affairs have fince been iii ' 

great difordcr, and at prefent they have no degree of 
activity. They are endeavouHng to liquidate their 
debts, but they cannot difpofe of their Ihares evert 
at fifty per cent. lofs. 

The miniftry had not waited for this rcvcrfe of for- 
tune, to judge that they had miftaken the means' 
they had adopted' to tender thefe iflands fiourifliing. 
From 1765, the adminiftrators of thA large empire 
were obliged to acknowledge that their poffefiions 
had not acquired the fmaileft degree of improvement 
iinder the yoke of monopoly. They dnderftood that 
they would never improve under fuch fatal reftraints. 
'This conviction determined ihem to have reconrfe to 
the only principle of profperity, A free trade : but 
they' had not the courage or the wifdom lo remove 
the obftacles which muft neceflarily have impeded 
the happy efFefts of it. 

In the year 1778; thefe prohibitions, reftraints, and 
r«/. JK O 
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BOOK impolitions, wliicli checked their laboufs, were part- 

. ^"' ly abolifhed ; but there ftill remain too many of thofe 

' oppreffive fcoiirges, to give reafon to expedl much 

exertion. Were they even totally removed, this 

would ftill be only a preliminary ftep. 

All the cultures of the New World require feme 
advances ; but conliderable capitals are wanted to 
Biake that of fugar fuccefsful. Excepting at Cuba, 
there are not perhaps in the other iHands five or fix 
inhabitants wealthy enough to cultivate this produc- 
tion. If the Spanifti miniftry do not beftow liberally 
their treafures upon thefe iflanders, they will not 
awake from that long and profound lethargy in which 
they are plunged. This generofity would be very 
prafticable in an empire where the public revenue 
amounts to 140,400,000 livres [5,850,0001.}. where 
the expences do not exceed 129,600,000 livres 
[5,400,0001.3. and where there remains a balance dr" 
io,8oo,coo livres [450,0001.], which may be laid out 
in improvements. It is true, that without receiving 
fuch powerful alBftance from their refpedtive govern- 
ments, other nations have founded flourifhlng colo^ 
nies; but befides that they had not been debafed 
during the courfe of three centuries, by pride, lan- 
guor, and poverty, they were alfo in more favour- 
able and different circumftances. 

Happy is tlie man, who is borne after the extinc- 
tion of this long feries of -errors which have infefted 
his nation ! Happy is the nation, that ftiould rife up 
in the centre of the mod enlightened nations, if it 
were prudent enough to profit by the faults which 
they had committed, and to avail itfelf of the know- 
ledge they bad acquired. Such a nation would only 
have to caft her eyes about her, in order to difcern 
the fcattered materials that would conllitute her 
happinefs, and to attend to the coUefling of them. 
One of tlie principal advantages which ihe would 
owe, either to the novelty of her origin, or to the 
tardinefs of her labours, or to the long duration of 
ber infant (late, would be, that flie would be fpared 
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the trouble of conquering thofe rooted prejudices, book 
which were the refult of the inexperience of the firft . ^"; ^ 
legislators, which had been confecrated bj time, and 
which had been maintained againft reafon and fa£is ; 
either from pufillanimity, which- is apprehenfivc of 
any innovation ; or from pride, which (breads the be- 
ing obliged to retraft ; or from a weak veneration for 
every thing of ancient date. 

Let the court of Madrid haften to lay open its trea- 
fures, and the iflands fubjed to its empire will foon 
be covered with produdtions. Their fubjeds, placed 
upon an exteniive and virgin foil, will not only be 
difpenfed from buying at a high price what ferves 
tor their confumption ; but, in a little time, they will 
fupplant in all the markets their mafters in this ca- 
reer. The moll at^ive, the moft induftrious, and the 
moll enlightened nations, will have laboured for ages 
in improving their cultures, their mode of managing 
them and their manufaftures, for the advantage mere- 
ly of a rival, more favoured by nature than them- 
felves. Bat it can fcarce be expeQ:ed, that they will 
fubmit patiently to fuch a misfortune. 

Since the origin of focieties, a fatal jealoufy prevails WooUthe 
among them, which muft, it Ihould feem, be per-^^'^^ 
petual, unlefs by fome inconceivable revolution they coioniei in 
fhould be feparated from each other by immenfe de- m""^ 
fert intervals. Hitherto they have fliowed themfelves ^"'^ 
in the fame light as a citizen in our towns, whobeaHi»:'' 
ihould be convinced, that the more his fellow-citizens floanOiioj? 
were indigent and weak, the more he would become 
rich and powerful, and the more he Ihould b« able to 
check their undertakings, to thwart their induftry, to 
limit their cultures, and to confine them to what is 
abfolutely necelTary for their fubfiftence. 

But it will be urged, that a citizen enjoys his wealth 
under the protection of the laws. The profperity of 
his neighbour may increafe without inconvenience to 
his own, but this is not the cafe with nations — and 
wherefore is it not ? — It is becaufe there doth not 
exifl any tribunal before which they can be fommon- 
Oij 
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BOOK ed. — -But what need hare thej of fuch a tribunal ?— • 
. ^"' . Becaufe they are unjull and piitUlanimoits.— And what 
advantage do they derive firom their injuflice and pu- 
fillanimity ?-«-Ferpetual wars, and mifery which is in- 
cellantty renewed. — ^A^d can it be fuppofed, that ex- 
perience will not correa *hem ? — ^We are pcrfedWy 
convinced of it,— and for what reafon ?— Becaufe on« 
roadman is fufficient to difconcert the wifdom of all 
other powers, and there will always be more than one 
at a time upon the feveral throoes of the univerfe. 

Neverthelels, we bear on every fide the nations^ 
and efpecially thofe that are commercial, crying, out 
for peace, while they ftill continue to conduii them- 
felves towards one another, in a manner that excludes 
them from ever obtaining that bleffing. They will 
all afpire to happinefs, and each of them would enjc^ 
it alone. They will all ecpnlly hold tyranny in 
deteftatioD, and they will all ezercife it ap{»i their 
" neighbours. They will all coniider the idea of uni- 
verfal monarchy as extravagant, and yet they will 
moft of them ai^ as if they had eitiier attained it^ or 
Were threatened with it. 

Conld I expetfl any good to relult from my dif- 
courfe, I would addrefs myfelf to the moft turbulent 
and the nraft ambitious among the nadcois, in the fbU 
lowing terms : 

" Let us fuppofe, that you bare at length acquired 
'* a fufficient degree of authority among the nauons, 
" to reduce them to that ftate of degradation and 
" poverty that is fuitable to you, what can you ex- 
" ped: &om tfais defpotiihi ? For how long a timet 
** and at what price, will you maintain it ; and what 
" advantages will accrue to you from it ?— Do you 
" exped tbat fecurity, with which one is always fuf- 
** ficiently rich, and without which one is never fuf- 
" ficiently ib ?— And can you really think yourfelf 
" not fufficiently fecure ? You know, as well as I do, 
** that the times of invafion are paft, and it is thus 
** you dilguife an inordinate ambition, under the mafk 
*• of a ridiculous phantom. You prefer the vain fplen- 
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** dour of this ambition to the enjoyment of real hap- book 

** pinefs, which you lofe ia order to deprive others of . ^" "..^ 

** it. What right have jou to prefcribe limits to their 

** haj^incTs, you who pretend to extend yours be- 

** yond all bounds ? You are an unjuft people, while 

•• you attribute to yourfelves the exclufive right of 

** profperity. You are a people erroneous in your 

•* calculations, when you hope to enrich yourfelves 

" by reducing others to pOTerty. You are ftill a 

** blind people, if you do not conceive that the power 

** of a nation which raifes itfelf upon tiie ruins of all 

** tbofe that furround it, is a Coloflus c^ clay, which 

*' aftonifhes for a moment, but which crumbles into 

" duft." 

I Ihould afterwards fay to the Spanifh miaiftry : 
" All the Hates of Europe are interefted in the pro. 
" fperity of y9ur continent in the New World, be- 
** caufe the more thefe vaft ftates fhall be fiouriihin^, 
" the more will their merchandife and their manu- 
" fadures find advantageous marts ; but this is not 
" the cafe with the illands. The powers that have 
" appropriated to themfelves the fertility of fome of 
" them, are fulGcient to provide for their prefent 
" wantx, and a new competitor would ftrongly excite 
" their jealoufy. They would attack this competitor 
" either together or Separately, would not lay afide 
** their arms without having obliged him to give up 
" the clearing of the lands, perhaps, even not with- 
" out having made him experience ftill greater evils. 
" It is yours to judge, whether thefe views be felfe, 
** or whether your ftrength and your courage will 
** allow you to bid defiance to fuch a combination." 
The Dutch colonies will never have any thing of this 
kind to fear. 

Before the difcovcry of the weftern coaft of Afirica, Nn^c^ 
of the paflage to India by the Cape of Good Hope, ^^^ 
and particularly before that of America, the Euro- pnUkofthe 
pean nations fcarcely knew or vifited each other, ex- y^^^ 
cept in making barbarous incurfions, the aim of which ^ "<«• 
was plunder, and the cooTequence deftru^on, £x-. 
Qiij 
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BOOK cepting a fmaJl number of tyrants, who, by oppref- 
. ^"' . fing the weak, found means to fupport a luxury dear- 
' ly purchafed, all the inhabitants of the different ftates 
were obliged to content thcmfelves with the meagre 
ftibfiftence furniibed them by lands ill cultivated, and 
a trade which extended only to the frontiers of each 
province. Tfaofe great events towards the end of the 
fifteenth century, which form one of the moft bril- 
liant epochas of the hiftory of the world, did not 
produce fo fudden a change of manners as might na- 
turally be fuppofed. Some of the Hanfe towns and 
fome Italian republics, it is true, ventured as far as 
Cadiz and Lifbon, which were become great marts, 
to purchafe the rare and valuable produ^ons of the 
£aft and Weft Indies ; but the confumption was very 
fmall, through the inabihty of the feveral nations to 
pay for them. Moft of them were languiflung in a 
ftate of abfolute lethargy ; they were totally ignorant 
of the advantages and refources of the countries that 
belonged to them. 

To roufe them from this ftate of infenlibility, there 
was wanting a people, who, fpringiiig from nothing, 
ftiould infpire every mind with adivity and intelli- 
gence, and difFufe plenty through every market ; that 
ftiould offer the produce of all countries at a lower 
price, and exchange the fuperftuities of every nation 
for thofe commodities which they want ; that ftiould 
give a quick circulation to produce merchandife and 
money ; and, by faciUtating and increafing confump- 
tion, ftiould encourage population, agriculture, and 
every branch of induftry. For all thefeadvantages, 
Europe is indebted to the Butch. The blind multi- 
tude may be excufed in confining themfelves to the 
enjoyment of their profperity, without knowing the 
fources of it ; but it is incumbent on the philofopher 
and the politician to tranfmit to pofterity the fame of 
the benefactors of mankind ; and to trace out, if it 
be poffible, the progrefs of their beneficence. 

When the generous inhabitants of the United Pro? 
-rinces freed themfelves from the dominion of the fefi 
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and of tyranny, they perceived that they could not book 
fix the foundation of their liberty on a foil which did . ^"' . 
not afford even the neceffaries of life. They were - 

convinced, that commerce, which to mofl nations is 
no more than an acceflion, a means only of increaf- 
ing the quantity and value of the produce of their 
refpedive countries, was to them the fole baits of 
their exiftence. Without territory and without pro- 
duftions, they determined to give a value to thole of 
other nations, fatisfied that their own would be the 
refult of the general profperity. The event juftified 
their policy. 

Their firft ftep eftabliflied, among the nations of 
Europe, an exchange of the commodities of the north 
with tbofe of the foutb. In a Ihort time the fea was 
covered with the (hips of Holland. In her ports were 
collet^ed all the commercial 'efieds of different coun- 
tries, and from thence they were difperfed to their re- 
fpeSive deftinations. Here the value of every thing 
was regulated, and with a moderation which pre- 
cluded all competition. The ambition of giving 
greater llabiLty and extent to her enterprifes, excit- 
ed in tlie republic a fpirit of conqueff. Her empire 
extended itfelf over a part of the Indian continent, 
and over all the iflands of confequence in the fea that 
encompaffes it. By her fortceffes, or her fleets, ftie 
kept in fubjedtion the coafts of Alrica, towards which 
her ambition, ever dire^ed to ufeful objeAs, had turn- 
ed its attentive and prudent views. Her laws were 
acknowledged only in thofe countries of America 
where cultivation had fowed the feeds of real wealth. 
The immenfe chain of her connexions embraced the 
univerfe, of which, by toil and induftry, Ihe became 
the foul. In a word, ihe had attained the univerfal 
monarchy of commerce. 

Such was the Aate of the United Provinces in i66t, 
when the Portuguefe, recovering themfelves from that 
languor and inadtion which the tyranny of Spain had 
thrown them into, found means to repoflefs themfelves. 
•f that part of BrafU which the Dutch had taken from 
O iiij 
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BOOK them. From this fitft ftroke, that republic would hawf 
■ ?"^' . loft all footing in the New World, had it not been for 
' a few fmall illands, particularly that of Curaflou, which 

they had taken in 1634 from the Caftilians, who had 
been in pofleflion of it ever fince 1527. 
Sa=&«a '^^'^ '■°*^^' which 13 not above three leagues off the 
iiiandor coaft of Venezuela, is about ten leagues long and five 
Curiflbu. ^road. It has an excellent harbour, but the entrance 
is difficult. The' bafon is extremely large, and con- 
venient in every refped ; and It is defended by a fort 
fkilfully ^:onftruifted, aiid always kept in good re- 
pair. 

The French, in 1673, having previoufly bribed the 
pommandant, landed there to the number of five or 
fix hundred men : but thft treafon having been difco- 
vered, and the traitor punifhed, they were received 
by his fucceftbr in a very different manner from what 
they expelled, and reimbailced with the difgrace of 
having expofed only their own weaknefs, an4 the ini- 
quity of their meafures. 

I^wis the XlVth, whofe pride was hurt by this 
imprudent check, fent out d'Eftrees five years after 
with eighteen fliips of war, and twelve buccaneering . 
veifels, to wipe off the ftain, which in his eyes tar- 
nifhed the glory of a reign filled with wonders. The 
admiral was not far from the place of his deflination, 
when by his rafhnefs and obftinacy he ran his fhips 
aground on Davis's Ifland ; and, after colleding the 
fliattered remains of his fleet, returned in very bad 
condition to Breft, without having attempted any 
thing. 

From this period neither Curafibu, nor the little 
iflands Aruba and Bon&ire, which are dependent on 
it, have met with any difturbance. No nation has 
thought of feizing upon a barren fpot, where they 
could find only a few cattle, fome manioc, fome ve- 
getables proper ~to feed flaves, and not one article 
for commerce. St. Euflatia is.of ftill lefs confe- 
quence. 
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This ifland, vhich is only five leagues in length book 
and one in breadth, is formed by two mountains, with . ^"^ ^ 
a narrow vale between them. The eailem mountain ocr^Tipiio* 
bears evident traces of an ancient volcano, and is hoi- ^^^ 
lowed almoft to the level of the fea. The borders ofiiUndafsu 
this gulf, which hath the figure of an inverted cone, ^"*»t«* 
are compofed of rocks calcined by the fire they muft 
have experienced. However plentiful the rains may 
be, there is never any coUeAion of water in this cra- 
ter. It is carried off undoubtedly through the chan- 
nels of the volcano that ftill remain open, and may 
one day, perhaps, contribute to the rekindling of it, . 
if its focus be not estinguiihed or at too great a di- 
ftance. 

Some Frenchmen, who had been driven from St. 
Chriflopher's, took refuge, in 1629, in this almoft un* 
inhabitable place, and abandoned it fome time after; 
perhaps becaufe there was no freih water, but what 
they got from rain colleAed in cifterns. The exad 
time of tbeir quitting it is not known ; but it is cer- 
tain, that in 1639 the Dutch were in pc^effion of it. 
They were afterwards driven out by the Engiifh, and 
thefe by Lewis the XlVth, who caufed his right of 
conquefl to be recognized in the negotiation of Breda* 
and would not liflen to the reprefentations of the re- 
public, with which he was then in alliance, and which 
preffed ftrongly for the reflitution of this iHand, as 
having been in poffeffion of it before the wai^ When 
the figning of the peace had put an end to roefe re- 
prefentations, thjc French monarch, whofe pride more 
readily fubmitted to the didates of generofity than 
ofjuftice, thought it not confiflent with his dignity 
to takfc advantage of the misfortunes of his friends. 
He of his own accord reftored to the Dutch their 
ifland, although he knew that it was a natural fortreis, 
which might be of fervice in defending that part ot 
pt. Chriflopher's which belonged to him. 

Thefe republicans, before their difafter, cultivated 
only tobacco upon this territory. Since their re-«fta- 
blifhiQent, they have planted in the places that were 
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BOO K fufccptible of this kind of culture, a few fugar-canes' 
. „ , ' , from which they have only received annually eight 

or nine hundred tboufand weight of raw fugar. 
DcfcriptioD Soop afler this, the colony fent fome of its inha- 
sutch hitants to a neighbouring ifland, known by the name 
ifluid of of Saba. This is a fteep rock, on the fummit of 
^""^ which is a little ground, very proper for gardening. 
Frequent rains which do not lie any time on the foU, 
give growth to plants of an exquilite flavour, and 
cabbages of an extraordinary fize. Fifty European 
families, with about one hundred and fifty flaves, 
here raife cotton, fpin it, make ftockings of it, and 
fell them to other colonies for as much as ten crowns 
[ll. 5s.] a pair. Throughout America there is nq 
blood fo pure as that of Saba ; the women there pre- 
ferve a freihnefs of complexion, which is not to be 
found in any other of the Caribbee iflands. Happy 
colony I elevated on the top of a rock, between the 
iky and fea, it enjoys the benefit of both elements . 
without dreading their llorms; it breathes a pure air, 
lives upon vegetables, cultivates a limple commodity, 
from which it derives eafe, without the temptation of 
riches ; is employed in labours lefs troublefome than 
ufeful, and poflefies in peace all the bleffings of mo- 
deration, health, beauty, and liberty. This is the 
temple of peace from whence the philofopher may 
contemplate at leifure the errors and paflions of men, 
who come, like tbe waves of the fea, to ftrike and 
dalh themfelves on the rich coafts of America, the 
fpoils and pofTefljon of which they are perpetually 
contending for, and wrefting from each other ; hence 
may he view at a diftapce the nations of Europe 
bearing thunder in the midfl of the ocean, and burn- 
ing with the flames of ambition and avarice under 
the heats of the tropics ; devouring gold without ever 
being fatisfied ; wading through Teas of blood to 
amafs thofe metals, thofe pearls, thofe diamonds, 
which are ufed to adorn the oppreflbrs of mankind ; 
loading innumerable ihips with thofe precious caflcs, 
ivjiich furnifli luxury with purple, and from which. 
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flow pleafures, effeminacy, cruelty, and debauchery, book 
The tranquil inhabitant of Saba views this mafs of . •^"' ^ 
follies, and fpins his cotton in peace. 

Under the fame climate lies the ifland of St. Mar- Dcrcription 
tin, which hath feventeen or eighteen leagues in c'f- ofSL'MM^ 
cumference, but lefs territory than might be expedl- tin, wiof 
ed from fuch dimenlions, becaufe its bays are deepj^^lljt^jjj^ 
and numerous. The ocean hath formed, by pufliingDnich.and 
the fands from one cape to another, feveral lakes, p^Jti.' ° 
more or lefs extenfive, and moft of them abounding 
in fifh. The inland part of the country is filled with 
high mountains, which extend alnioft every where as 
far as the fea. They were covered with valuable trees, 
before they were ftripped of that ornament, to make 
room for cultures, which they were found to be better 
adapted to than the plains and the valleys. The foil 
is generally light, ftony, too much expofed to frequent 
droughts, and not very fertile; but the flcy is pure, 
and the climate remarkably healthy. The navigation 
13 fafe andeafy inthefe latitudes ; and the multiplicity 
and excellence of the anchoring places that are found 
there, occafions the want of harbours to be lefs fcn- 
fibly felt. 

The Dutch and French landed, in 163S, in this 
defert ifland, the firft to the fouth, and the latter to- 
wards the north. They lived there in peace, but fe- 
paratc from each other, when the Spaniards, who 
were at open war with both nations, attacked them, 
beat them, made them prifoners, and took polfeflion 
of the place themfelves : but (he conquerors foon 
grew weary of an eftabliftiment, the prefervation of 
which was very expenfive, and from which they did 
not derive the leaft advantage. They therefore quit- 
ted it in 1648, after having deftroyed every thing 
they could not carry with them. 

Thefe devaftations did not hinder the former pof- 
feflbrs from fending fome vagabonds to the ifland, as 
foon as they knew that it was evacuated. Thefe cor- 
lonifts fwore a mutual faith to each other ; and their 
^ffccndants have been faithful to this engagement. 
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! o o K notwithflandiog the animollties that have fo often 
, ^^' ^ difunited the two mother-countriea. But tfae divilion 
of the territory, originallj too unequal, hath been 
more equitably adjufted. Of ten thoufand one hun- 
dred and eighty fquares of ground, comprehending 
each two thoufand five hundred fquare toifes, which 
the iiland contains, the French pofiefs no more than 
five thoufand nine hundred and four ; and the Dutch 
have fucceeded in appropriating to themfelves four 
thoufand one hundred and feventy.fix. 

The culture of tobacco was the firft which the 
fubjeds of the court of Verfailles underbsok at St. 
Martiii". They abandoned it for indigo, which was 
fucceeded by cotton, to which fugar hath been add- 
ed, fince foreigners have been permitted, from the 
year 1769, to fettle in this ifland. It reckons at pre- 
ient nineteen plantations, which yield annually one 
million weight of raw fugar, of a beautiful white co- 
lour, but of little confidence ; and a Hill greater num- 
ber of dweUings, which produce two hundred thou- 
fand weight of cotton. Thefe labours are managed 
. by fourfcore families, thirty-two of which are French, 
and the reft Englilh, and which form together a po- 
pulation of three hundred and fifty-one white per- 
fons, of every age and fex. They have but twelve 
thoufand flaves. This is too little for the extent of 
the cultures: but the colonics of the Dutch part, 
who were proprietors of the bcft lands in the French 
part, have adopted the cuftom of fending their Ne- 
groes to the north, when the labours on the fouth are 
at an end. Before 1763, there had not been any re- 
gular fyftem of authorityin this feeble and miferable 
Settlement. At this period a governor was given to 
it, who hath not yet attracted any trade from any 
other country. The French always go in queft of 
what they want to their neighbour, and always deli- 
ver to him their produiSions. 

The Dutch colony is inhabited by fix hundred 
and thirty-nine white men, and three thoufand five 
jjundred and eighteen blacks, employed in the culti- 
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vation of thirty-two fugar plantations, which com- book 
monly produce fixteen hundred thoufand weight Qf. „^"" . 
Tugar ; and in the growth of one hundred and thirty 
thoufand cotton treea. This revenue, which is too 
infufficient, is increafed 1^ the produce of a fait 
marffa, in the feafons which are not esceffiveiy rainy. 
At the morning dawn, fome foldiers embark upon 
flat-bottomed boats; they colled, during the courfe 
of the day, the fait which fljoats upon the fur&ce of 
the water ; and at night they return to fliore, in or- 
der to begin again the next day this oper&tion, which 
can only be continued during the months of June, 
July, and Augull. The neighbouring iflands pur- 
chafe a (mall quantity of this produSion, the total 
value of which may amount to one hundred thouland 
crowns [12,5001.]: but it is principally fent to the 
provinces uf North America, who carry off Ukewife 
the rum and the fugar of the colony, while the cot- 
ton is Slivered to the traders of Great Britain. No- 
thing, or fcarce any thing, is left for the z&ive mer- 
chants of the republic, and for the following rea- 
fons: 

The fettlement of St. Martin, although it belong 
to the Dutch, is not inhabited by Dutchmen. There 
are fcarce five or fix families of that nation to be 
found there, and thofe are even almoit afliamed of 
their origin. All the reft is Englifii, the people, the 
language, and the manners. Prejudice hath been 
carried fo far, as to induce the women often to go 
and lay in at Anguilla, a Britifh illand, which is only 
two leagues diflant, in order that their children may 
not be deprived of ao origin, which is confidered in 
the country as the only one that is illuftrious. 

The domain of the United Provinces, in the great AdranuB* 
Archipelago of America, doth not offer any thing ".j,^ 
either curious or interefting, at the firft afpeft. Pof- Holland m- 
feffions, which fcarce fumifli a cargo for fix or feven S^TflandT 
fmall veffeis, do not appear worthy of any attention. 
Accordingly, they would be buried in total oblivion, 
. if toxnt of thefe Hlands, which are notbins as places 
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B o o K for cultivation, were not very confiderable as coiff^ 
. ^"' ^ mercial iflands. We mean thofe of St. Euftatia and 
of Curaflbu. 

The de(ire of forming contraband conneiftions with 
the Spaniih provinces of the New World, decided 
the conquell of Cuiaflbu. A great number of Dutch 
veffels foon arrived there. They were l^rong, well 
armed, and their crews confilted of choice men, 
whofe bravery was fupported by powerful motives of 
intereft. Each of them had a ihare, more or lefs 
coniiderable, in the cargo, which be was determined 
to defend with his life againft the attacks of the 
Guarda Coftas. 

The Spaniards did not always wait for the finug- 
glers. They often reforted of themfelves to a ftaple, 
which was conftantly well fupplied, in order to barter 
their gold, their fllver, their bark, their cacao, their 
tobacco, their hides, and their cattle, for Negroes, 
linens, iilks, Indian fluffs, fpices, quickfilver, and iron 
or fteel manufaftures. This was a reciprocal con- 
netSion of wants and of affiftance, of labours and of 
expeditions, between two natitms, greedy of riches, 
and rivals of each other. 

The fettlement of the company of Caraccas, and 
the fubftitution of the regifter (hips to the galleons, 
hath much diminifhed this communication : but the 
conneflions which have been foxmed with the fouth 
part of the French colony 01* St. Domingo, have made 
up in fome meafurc for this deficiency. Every thing 
is revived, when the two crowns arc plunged into the 
horrors of war, either by their own ambition, or by - 
the ambition of their rivals. Even in time of peace, 
the republic receives annually from CurafTou, twelve 
' veffels laden with fugar. cofiee, cotton, indigo, to- 

bacco, and hides, which have been cultivated in a 
ibreign foil. 

Every commodity, without exception, that is land- 
ed at Curaflbu, pays one per cent, port-duty. Dutch 
goods are never taxed higher; but thofe that are 
Clipped from other European ports pay nine per cent. 
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more. ■ Foreign coffee is fubjeft to the fame tax, ia b o o t 
order to promote the fale of that of Surinam. Every ^ "' 
other produflioii of America is fubjed only to a pay- 
ment of three per cent, but with an exprefs ftipula- 
tion, that they are to be conveyed dire^ly to fome 
port of the republic. 

St. Euftatia was formerly fubjetfl to the fame iro- 
pofitions as Curaffou ; and yet it carried on moft of 
the trade of Guadaloupe and of Martinico, during 
the time that thefe French fettlements remained un- 
der the odious yoke of monopoly. This bufinefs di- 
miuiflied in proportion as the proprietors of thofe 
iflands adopted found principles of commerce, and 
extended their navigation. The free port of St, Tho- - 
mas was even carrying off from the Dutch the fmall 
fliare of trade they had ftill retained, when in 1 736 
it was refolved to abolilb moft of the eftablifhed taxes. 
Since this neceffary alteration, St. Euftatia, during 
the divifions between the minifters of London and 
Verfailles, is become the ftaple of almoft all the mer- 
chandife of the French colonies in the Leeward 
Iflands, and the general magazine of fupply for them. 
But this great operation v;as not conducted fmgly by 
the Dutch; both Englifh and French united in the 
harbour of t:his ifland, to form, under ftielter of its 
neutrality, commercial engagements. A Dutch paff- 
port, which coft left than 300 Uvres [12I. los.], con- 
cealed thefe connections, and was granted, without 
inquiring of what nation the perfon was who applied 
for it. This great liberty gave rife to numberlefs 
tranfaclions and to lingular combinations. Thus it • 
is that commerce found the art of pacifying or elud- 
ing the vigilance of difcord. 

The end of hoftilities doth not render St. Euftatia 
of lefs importance. It ftill fends annually to the 
United Provinces, twenty-five or thirty vellels, laden 
with the produi5tions of the Spanilli and Danilh, and 
efpccially of the French iflands, which it pays for 
with the merchandife of the two hemifpheres, or with • 
bjlL of exchange upon Europe. 
4 
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BOOK AH thefe tranfadions have brought together, at 
. •'"'' J St. Euftatia, fix tboufand white people, of various 
nations, five hundred Negroes or Mulattoes, and 
eight thoufand flaves. A governor, alfifted hy a coun- 
,cil, without which nothing material can be decided,- 
direds, under the authority of the Weft India Com- 
pany, this fingular fettleraent, as well as thofe.of Sa- 
ba and St. Martin. He refides near a very dangerous 
anchorage, which, however, is the only one of the 
ifland where the veflels can land and take' in theif 
cargoes. This bad harbour is proteded by a fmall 
fort, and by a garrifon of fifty men. If it were de- 
fended with vigour and fltill, the moft daring enemy 
would, in all probabiUty, fail in attempting a defcent, 
which, if even cffedled, the befiegcr would ftiil find 
an almoft infurraountable difficulty to conquer, in af- 
cendmg from the lower town, where the magazines 
are kept, to the upper town, where all the inhabi- 
. tants are afiTembled in the night-time. 

The Dutch, however, equally ingenious in finding 

out the means of turning to their own advantage 

both the profperity and the misfortunes of others, 

are not entirely confined, in the New World, to the 

fluAuating profits of a precarious trade. The repub^* 

lie poflefles and cultivates, on the continent, a large 

territory in the country known by the name of 

Guyana. 

nutoTophi' This is a raft country, walhed on the Eaft by thd 

^^.^i fea, on the South by the Amazon, on the North by 

•D Cgyi- the Oroonoko, and on the Weft by Rio-Negro, which 

"■■•■ joins thefe two rivers, that are the largeft in South 

America. 

This fingular ifland prefents three reniarkable cir- 
cumftances. The feveral fpecies of earth are not 
here difpofed, as they are elfewhere, in layers, but 
cafiially mixed, and without any order. In the cor* 
tefpondent hills, ihe falient angles of the one are not 
■nfwerable to the re-entering angles of the others. 
The fubftances, which have been generally taken for 
3 
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flints, are nothing more than pieces of lava, that are book 
beginning to he decompounded. ^"' . 

It follows from thefe obfervations, that fome revo- 
lutions have happened in this part of the globe, and 
that they have been the work of fubterraneous fires, , 
at prefent extinguiihed ; that the conflagration has 
been general, becaufe mafles are every where jjsen; 
filled with the fcoriae of iron ; and that calcareous 
ftones, which probably have been all calcined, are 
not to be found in any part ; that the exploiion mud' 
have been very confiderable, and rauft have levied 
a great quantity of earth, becaufe volcanoes are only 
to be found upon the higheft mountains, and that the 
only one on which the crater hath been perceived in 
thefe regions, is raifed tittle more than a hundred feet 
above the level of the fea. 

At the period of thefe great accidents of nature^ 
every thing muft have been fubverted. The fields 
mufl have remained uncovered, alternately expofed 
to the aiiiion of torrents of rain, or to the efiefts of 
exceffiA'e heat. In this ftate of revolution, many 
centuries muft have elapfed before the foil can have 
again become fit- to nouriflx the plants, and after them 
the trees; ' We might however be liable to miftake, 
if we were to compute' this change at an excelHve 
diftance. - The fmall quantity of vegetating earth 
found in Guyana, although fome be continually form- 
ed there by the decompofition of the trees, would 
furaifli an unanfwerable argument againft the idea of 
a very remote antiquity. 

In the inland parts of the country, the foil is there- 
fore, and will continue for a long time, ungrateful. 
The upper lands, that is to fay, thofe which are not 
under water, or marfljy, are for the moft part nothing 
more than a confufed mixture of clay and chalk, 
where nothing can grow but manioc, yams, potatoes, 
and fome other plants, which do not turn round on 
the ftem ; and even thefe are too frequently rooted 
in the feafon of heavy rains, becaufe the water can- 
not be drained off. Even in tli<& lands, which are 
HI. IK P 
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BOOK neceflarilj looked upon as good, the cofiee, the cacao, 
. _ ™- . the cottoD plants, and all the ufet'ul trees, laft but 
for a very fliort time, and not fufficiently to reward 
the labours of the cultivator. Such is, without ex- 
ception, the interior part of Guyana. 

Its Ihores prefeat another fpedacle. The nume- 
rous rivers, which from this \a& fpaee precipitate 
tberofelves in the ocean, depc^t inceffantly upon their 
borders, and upon the whole coaft, a protUgious quan- 
tity of feeds, which germinate in the fUme, and pro- 
duce, in lets than ten years, lofty trees, known by 
the name of mangroves. Thefe large yegetaWesv 
attached to their balls by deep roots, occupy all the 
fpace where the tide is perceptible. They form vaft 
forefts, covered with four or five feet of water during 
flood, and at the time of ebb, with an equal depth 
of a foft and inacceffible mud. 

This fpeflacle, which is perhaps not to be equalled 
in the univerfe, varies every year upon the coaft. In 
the places where fands are brought and accumulated 
by the currents, the mangrove perinies with great 
rapidity, and the forefts are carried away by the 
waves, and difappear. Thefe revolutions are lefs fre- 
quent on the borders of the riven, where the fands, 
brought from the mountains during the ftorms, are 
conveyed to a diftance by the rapidity of the waters. 

The revoluuons are the fame upon the coaft of four 
bundled leagues, which extends from the Amazon t9 
the Oronoc^o. There is every where found, upon 
the ftiore, a line of mangroves, ahemately deftroyed 
and renewed by the flime and by the &nd. Behind 
this row, at the diftance of four or five hundred feet, 
are found (avannahs, deluged by the rainwaters, which 
have no drain ; and thefe favannahs are always extend- 
ed laterally towards the fhore, to a depth more or lefs 
confiderabie, according to the diftance or neamef» 
of the mountains. 

Thefe immenfc morafles have never been paffed by 
any thing but reptiles Once the creation. The genius 
of man, preraiUng over an uugrateful and rebelUoos 
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fJo&, faath attend their fmnuttre deftinatron. It U in b o o e 
the nridft of thefe ftagnating, infeAious, and muddy ^ "- 
w«tere, that the fpirit of Uberty hath formed three • '" 
ufeful fettlements, the moft confiderable of which is 
Surinam. 

Six yean afterwards, there appeared in this for- SettUment 
ftkenfpotfome of thofe Frenchmen, whom a reft-^^,^ 
lef& difpofition then hurried into all climates, and >» Gutui, 
whom their Tolatile turn prevented from fettling in r^ suii. 
molt of them. They maOacred the natives of the""^^ 
country, began to conftruA a fort, and difappeared. ctoiu 

Their retFeat brought back, in 1650, the nation J^""*^^'* 
ttiat had firft turned their attention to that fo long in ^ST^- 
negleaed part of the New Hemiiphere. The colony *™'7- 
tiad formed forty or fifty fagar plantations, when it 
was attacked and taken by the Dutch, who were fe- 
cured in their conqueft by the treaty of Breda. 

Zealand pretended to have the ezclufive right over 
this ufeful acquifition, becaufe it bad be^i gained by 
their troops and their fbips. The other provinces, 
wtio had ihared the expences of the expedition, in- 
lifted that it fhould belong in common to them all.- 
This difcuffioB had for a long time inflamed the 
minds of the people, when it was refolyed in 1682, 
that Surinam ihould be given up to the Weft India 
Company, bat upon condition that they Ihould pay 
573,000 Uvres [23,8331. 6s; 8d.] to the Zealanders ; 
that the trade of the Company fhould be limited to 
tlie fale c^ Haves ; and that the country fliould be 
open to all the fubjefis and to all the traders of the 
republic. 

Although the ima^nation of this great Company 
was filled with remembrance pf their former pro- 
fperity, they foon comprehended, that the expences 
required to eftablilh cultures throughout an immenfe 
region were above their exhaufted ftrength' The 
year following they ceded one third of their right 
to the city of .^jnfterdam, and one-third to a rich 
citiien, whofe name was Van Aarfen, at a piicc pro- 
portioned to what thev themfelves paid for it. This 
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BOO K extraordinary arrangement lafted till 177a, at whicti 
^"' . period the defcendants of Van Aarfen fold their pro- 
' ,» perty for 1,540,000 livres [64,1661 138. 4d.] to the 
two other members of the aflbciation. 

The Company found Surinam plunged into thofe 
difordera which are the neceffary confequence of a 
long ftate of anarchy. Their reprefentative wanted 
to eftablilh feme kind of police, fome kind of juftice. 
He was accufed of tyranny to the States General, 
and raaflacred in 168S by the troops. 
' The colony was attacked the year following by the 
French, under the command of Ducafle. The flciU 
of this chief, and the efforts of the brave adventurers 
who attended him, were not powerful enough againft 
a fettlement, where the civil and military troubles 
had caufed a fermentation in the minds of men, who 
had juft been reconciled by, a profpeft of imminent 
danger. Caflard, a native of St. Malo, was more 
fortunate in 1712. He laid Suriqam under contribu- 
tions, and carried off" to the amount of 1,370,160 
livres [57.290I.], in fugar, or in bills of exchange. 
This difafter, fo much more unexpeded as it ha,ppen- 
ed at a time when the arms of the republic were tri- 
umphant every where elfe, dillrefled, the planters, 
who were obliged to give a tenth of their capitals. 

The fociety were accufed of having negleded the 
fortifications, and of having employed, to defend 
them, only a few troops, and thofe iU-difciplined.. 
' Thefe complaints were won extended to more ferious 

objects. The reafons, or the pretences for difcontcnt, 
were multiplied daily. The States General, wearied 
with all thefe contefts, charged the Stadtholder to 
put an end to them in whatever manner he might 
think the moll proper. This firft magiftrate had not 
yet fucceeded in conciliating the minds of the peo- 
ple, when it became neceflary to attend to the fafe- 
ty, of the colony. 

Scarce had the Engliih fettled on the banks of the 
Surinam, before feveral of their Haves took refuge 
in the inland countries. The defertton was ftill more 
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coDfiderable uodtr the Dutch dominion, becaufe book 
they required more conftant labours, becaufe the , . 

quantity of fubllftence was diminifhed, and more fe- 
Tere punifhments were inflided. Thefe fugitires, in 
procefs of time, became numerous enough to form a 
colony. They ufed to quit their place of refuge in 
a body, in order to fupply themflblves with proviQons, 
arms, and inftruments of agriculture ; and they 
brought back with them the Negroes who chofe to 
go with them. Some attempts were made to put a 
ftop to tbefe excuriions ; but they were fruitlefs, and 
could not be otherwife. Soldiers grown effeminate, 
officers without merit and without a fenfe of honour, 
had an infurmountable averfion for a war, where 
deep moralfes and thick forefts were to be paffed, in 
order to get within reach of a bold and implacable 
enemy. 

The danger became at lad fo urgent, that the re- 
public thought proper to fend, in 1749, in 1772, and 
in 1774, fome of their bell battalions to the affiHance 
of the colony. All that thefe brave men, arrived 
from Europe, have been able to accomplilh, after 
various and bloody engagements, has been to procure 
fome kind of tranquillity to the planters, who were 
before every day in danger of being either ruined, or 
murdered. It hath been neceflary fuccelfively to ac- 
knowledge the independence of feveral numerous 
hordes, but which have no communication with each 
other, and are feparated by confiderable diftances. 
Annual prefents are lent them, and it bath been fti- 
pulated that they Ihould enjoy all the advantages of 
a free trade. Thefe new nations have on their part 
agreed only to affift their ally, if it be neceflary ; and 
to return them every flave who fljall take refuge up- 
on their territory. To give a fan^ion to thefe feve- 
ral treaties, the plenipotentiaries of the contrading 
parties have caufed an incifion to be made in their 
arms. The blood was received in vafes filled with 
water and earth. This difguAing mixture hath been 
drunk on both fides, in tok^n of fidelity. If they 
Piij 
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BOOK had reAifed to fubmit to this extreiae hmniliatiag ftep, 

. , ^"' f thefe oppreffive matters would never have obtained a 

peace &oiq their former Haves. 
Ciu&kJ After fo many tktal events, the colony is ftill be- 
Ji* ^"^"come more flourifliing than could have been exped- 
coiMr of ed. The caufes of this furpiifing profperity cannot 
c j^^^ ^^ curious and interefting. 

The firlt Europeans who fettled in thofe barbarous 
regions. eftablUhed their cultures at firft upon faeighta, 
which were commonly barren. It was foon fufpeded 
that their laline particles had been detached by the 
torrents ; end that it was from thefe fucceflive layers 
of an excellent flime, that the lower grounds had 
been formed. Some f^tunate experiments confirm- 
ed this judicious conjedure ; and it was determined 
to take advantage of fo great a difcovery. This was 
not an eafy undertaking, but the/deiire of fuccelVfur* 
mounted all obftacles. 

Thefe vaft plains are overflowed by the rivers with 
which they are watered, but not during the whole 
year. Even in the feafon of the overflowings, the 
waters are difTufed a little before and a little after the 
times of high water. During the ebb, the rivers re- 
tire gradually, and at low water are fometiroes feve- 
ral feet below the foil, which they covered fix hours 
before. 

The drying up of thefe grounds muft be begun 
when the rains are not abundant, and when the ri- 
vers are low. This feafon begins in Auguil, and ends 
in the month of December. During this period, the 
fpace which is to be fecured from inundations is fur- 
rounded with a dyke, fufficient to refill the waters. 
It is feldom neceflary to raife it above three feet high, 
becaufe it is not ufua! to choofe a territory that is 
more than two feet under water, to fettle a pknutioQ 
upon. 

At one of the comers of the dyke, which is made 
of the earth of the ditch digged for that purpofe, is 
an hydraulic machine, entirety open on one fide, cut 
on the other in the fhape of a beak, and funiilhed 
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witU a flood-gate, wbich is opened hy tht impulfe of b o o k 
the waters from below upwards, and which ftiurs . ^J ' ■ 
again by its own weight. When the agitatioo of the 
fea fwells the waves, the rivers prefs upon this flood, 
gate, and cloTe it fo eSedually, that the waters on 
the outfide cannot get into it. When, on the con- 
trary, the rivets are low, the internal and, rain waters, 
if there be any, raife the gate up, and the waters run 
off very eafily. 

In the inner part of the dyke, at different diftances 
from each other, a few flight trenches are made. 
They all terminate in a ditch, which furrounds the 
plantation. This precaution contributes to raife the 
foil, and to cany off any fuperfluous moifture that 
might remain. 

The labours of one year are fufHcient to furround 
the territory which is intended to be enclofed. It is 
ploughed the fecond year, and might be cultivated 
at the beginning of the third, if it were not abfolute- '' 
ly neceffary to leave it for a fufiicient length of time 
expofed to the influence of the frelh water, in order 
to counteract the adion of the marine falts. This cir- 
cumflance neceflarily retards the crops more than 
could be wiflied ; but the abundance of them com- 
penfates for the delay. 

The coffee-tree, which is generally planted in other 
colonies upon the floptng grounds, leaves fooner or 
later a void, which cannot be tilled up, either by 
another cc^e-tree, or by any other plant, becaufe 
the ftorms have fuccefllvely deprived this foil of every 
thing that rendered it fertile. This is not the cafe at 
Surinam. This valuable tree doth not, indeed,, pre- 
ferfe itsivlguur more than about twenty years ; but 
the young plants, put between the old ones, and in- 
tended to fucceed them, prevent the planter from be- 
ing fenflble of this premature decay. This is the rea- 
fon that the crops are never interrupted. Ttiey are 
even more plentiful than in the other fetclements. 

The difpofltion of the fugar plantations, in thofe 
finguhir marllies, have this peculiarity attending them, 
Piiy 
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BOOK that the territory is interfe&ed by feveral fniall ca- 
. ^"- nals, deftined for the conveyance of the fugar-cancs, 
' They all terminate in the great canal, which re- 

ceives the waters when they rrfe, by one of its out- 
lets ; and by the other works a mill, when they de- 
fcend. The firft produdion in thefe plantations is 
very indifferent ; but it acquires, in procefs of time,' 
the proper degree of perfedion. This may be wiuted 
for with lefs impatieoce in a region where the canes, 
at their fifth or lixth crop, yield as mucfa/ugar as is 
obtained elfewhere from the new-planted canes. One 
of the principles of this fertility muft be, the facility 
with which the planters can furround their habita^ 
tions with water during the dry feafon. The habitual 
moifture which this method keeps up in the grounds, 
appears preferable to the watering of them, which is 
pradifed in other parts at a confiderable expence, and 
which cannot even be always done every where. 

Since the Dutch have fucceeded in fubduing the 
ocean in the New World as well as in the Old, thair 
cultures have profpered. They have carried them on 
twenty leagues beyond the Tea, and given to their plan- 
tations an agreeable afped and convenience, which 
are not to be perceived in the moft flourilhing pof-- 
fefiions of the Englifh or French. Spacious and well- 
contrived buildings, terraces perfectly ftraight, kit- 
chen-gardens exquifitely neat, delightful orchards, 
and walks planted with fynimetry, ftrike the eye oh 
all fides. So many wonders, accompliflied in lefs than 
a century, in Houghs that were originally difgufting 
and unwholefome, cannot be viewed without, emo- 
, tioD. But the fevere eye of reafon puts a reftrainton 
the tranfports excited by this enchanting fcene. The 
capitals employed in thefe fuperfluities would be more 
wifely laid out in the multiplication of ventUhle pro- 
dudions. 

One of the means by which labour, ,and that kind 
of luxury that hath been introduced, have been chief- 
ly encouraged, has been the extreme facility which 
the colonills have found in getting a capital. They 
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have obtained all the money they could make ufe of, b o o k 
at the rate of five or lis per cent, but with the ex- . ^"' , . 
prefs condition, that their plantatims ihould remain 
mortgaged to their creditor ; and that till the fum 
was entirely paid off, they fhoold be obliged to give 
up to him all their produdions at the current price 
in the colony. 

With the afliflance of thefe loans, four hundred pmcm 
and thirty plantations have been formed on the banks colour of 
of the Surinam, of the Commenwine, of the rivers ofsuno"". 
Cottica and of Perica. In 1775, they yieFded twen- " iwdAp^ 
ty.four millions one hundred and twenty thoufand 
weight of rough fugar, which was fold in Holland for 
8,333,400 livres [347,2251.]; fifteen millioos three 
hundred and eighty-feven pounds weight of coffee, 
which were fold for 8,580,934 livres [357,538!. i8s. 
4d.] ; nine hundred and leventy thoufand pounds 
weight of cotton, which were.fold for 3,372,255 livres 
[98,843L J9S. 2d.] ; feven hundred and ninety thou- 
iaod eight hundred and fifty-four pounds weight of 
cacao, which were fold for 616,370 livres [25,6821. 
IS. 8d.j ; one hundred and fifty>two thou&nd eight 
hundred and forty-four pounds weight of wood for 
dyeing, which were fold for 14,788 Uvres [616I. 13s. 
4d.]. The fum total of thefe produdions amounted 
to 19,917,747 livres [822,905!. 19s. 2d.], and was 
brought into the harbours of the republic upon fe- 
Tcnty veflels. The number of thefe veffels would 
have increafed, if the five hundred and fixty thou- 
fand gallons of molalTes, and the hundred and fixt^- 
fix gallons of rum, fent to North America, !iad been 
conveyed to Europe ; and they will ftil! increafe, if 
the tobacco which hath juft begun to be planted, 
fhould thrive as well as is expeded. 

The united labours of thefe fettlements, employed 
in 1775 fixty thoufand flaves of every age and fex. 
They belonged to two thoufand eight hundred and 
twepty-four matters, exclufive of the women and 
children. The white people were of fereral coun- 
tries and of diJOferent religions. ' 
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BOOK Such is die influence of the fptrit of txtde, that it 
. .' I* . ^ &rce6 all national and religious prejudices to fubmit 
to that general intereft, which IhoiUd be the bond of 
union among mankind. What are thofe idle nomi- 
nal diftindions of Jews or Chriftians, French or Dutch ? 
Miferable inhabitants of a fpot, which ye cultivate ' 
with fo much toil and forrow, are ye not all brethren? 
■ Why then do ye drive each other from a world, where 
ye live but for an inftant ? And what a life too is it, 
that ye have the folly and cruelty to difpute with 
each other the enjoyment of? Is it not fufficient, that 
the elements, the heavens, and even the earth, com- 
bat againft you, but ye mud add to thofe fcourgcs, 
with which nature hath furrounded you, the abufe of 
that little ftrength fhe has left you to refift them ? 

Faramabiro, the principal place of the colony of 
Sorinam, is a fmall town pleafantly lltuated. The 
faoufes are pretty and convenient ; though they are 
only built of wood upon a foundation of 'European 
bricks. Its port, which . is 6ve leagues diftant frcHn 
the fea, has every requifite that can be delired. It 
is the rendezvous of all the fhips difpatched from the 
mother-country to receive the produce of this colony. 
The Company to which this large fettlement belongs, 
is obUged to defray the pubUc expences. The fove- 
reign bath enabled them to fulfil this obligation, by 
permitting them to levy fome taxes, which cannot 
be increafed without the confent of the ftate and of 
the inhabitants. A poll-tax of one hundred fols [4s. 
ad.] upon every free adult or flave, and of fixty fols 
[2s. 6d.] for every child, was formerly the higheft of 
thefe contributions. In 1776, it hath been changed 
for another lefs degrading, of fix per cent, upon the 
' produi^ions of the country, upon the profits of trade, 
and upon the wages of the feveral occupations. Ne- 
verthelefs, the payment of two and a half per cent. 
for the commodities which were exported from the 
colony, and of one and a half per cent, for thoCe which 
were imported, hath not been dlfcootinued. Thefe 
taxes united, are fcarce fu£5cient for the great objedl 
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jbt which they are defigned, and there is feldom an; book 
thing remaioing for the benefit of the Company. , ^^^ 

Befide the taxes levied for the Company, there is ' 
one which ia rather confiderabk, upon the produc- 
tioHB of the colony, which the citizens have agreed 
to eftablifh themfelves for their refpedive wants, and 
efpecially for the pay of three hundred free Negroes, 
who are employed in prote^ng the cultures from the 
iocui^ons of the fugitive Negroes. 

Notwithflanding all thefe impo^, and notwith- 
ftaoding the obligation of paying the iatereft of . 
77,ooopoo liTTCi [3,208,3331. 6s. gd.], the colony 
waa in a flouriflung (late, while its productions had 
a certain and advantageous mart. But fines cc^ee 
hath loft in trade one half of its former price, every 
thing is fallen into extreme confution ; the debtor is 
become infolvent, hath been driven from his planta- 
tion^ Even the motl mercilefs creditor hath not been 
able to recover his capital, and they have both been 
rained. Men have become ftill more exafperated 
againft each other, their minds have been deprefled, 
and it is difficult to forefee at what period concord 
and induftry will revive. Let us examine what hath 
been the fate of Berbice, during this fatal crifis. 

This fettlemeot, bounded on the eaft by the river fodiuIicuw 
Corentin, and on the weft by the territory of Deme- "y"^/ ^Jf 
rary, extends no more than ten leagues along the bke. lu 
co^. In the inland part of the country it might j^^* 
reach as far as that part of the Cordeleras, known by iuprd'eiii 
the name of the Blue Mountains. The great river '"^''' 
from which it hath derived its name, being choked 
up at its mouth by a bank of mud and fand, hath at 
firft no more than fourteen or fifteen feet in depth ; 
but it £bon acquires forty, and its navigation is eafy 
as far as thirty-fix leagues from the fea, which is the ' 
utmoft extent of the moft diftant plantations. 

The foundations of this ccdony were laid in 1626. 
As it was formed in a diftrid included in the grant 
givento the Weft 'India Company, that body, which 
was at that time powerful and ftroogly proteAed, re- 
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BOOK ferred to theihfelves fome privileges, and more efpe- 
. _*"•_ ^ cially the exclufive fale of flaves. The culture of fu- 
gar and araotto, which were the only articles attend- 
ed to, had not made any confiderahle progrefs, when, 
in 1689, fome French adventurers ravaged the coun- 
try, and did not leave it till they had extorted the 
promife of 44,000 livres [1833I. 6s. 8d.], which were 
never paid. Some Frenchmen invaded the colonies 
again in 1712. In order to efcape pillage, and to get 
rid of thefe foreigners, the inhabitants engaged to 
give them 660,000 livres [27,5001.]. The Negroes, 
the fugar, and the provifions which were delivered 
amounted to 28,654 livres 4'fols [itpsU i8s. 6d.], 
the remainder was to be paid in Europe by the pro- 
prietors of the habitarions, who all belonged to the 
province of T-ealand. Whether from inabih'ty, or 
through defign, they refufed to ratify an engagement 
entered into without their confent. Three rich indi- 
viduals of Amflerdam fuliilled the obligation, and 
became fole proprietors of Berbice. 

They conduced themfelves with prudence and 
moderadon. They reftored the ancient plantations, 
they introduced a better method amongthofe who cul- 
rivated them ; they added the culture of cacao to 
, to thole which were already known : but their capi- 

tal was nut fuiScient to raife the colony to that de- 
gree of profperity of which it appeared to be fufcep- 
tible; 7,040,000 livres [293,333!. 6s. 8d.] were thought 
neceflary for this great objed, and lixteen fhares, each 
.of 4400 livres [l^^l. 6s. 8d.], were created. They 
-were not able to difpofe of more than nine hundred 
'and forty-one, upon which even the purchafers did 
not iEumiih more than 42 per cent. Thus the new 
capital was reduced to 1.573,352 livres [65,5561. 6s. 
8d.], out of which 1,320,000 hvres [55,0001.] belong- 
ed to the former Company for the ceffion of all their 
property; fo that the remainder of the money amount- 
ed to no more than 273,352 livres [11,389!. 13s. 4d.]. 
This was a very fmall fum to anfwer the intended 
purpofe. The proprietors were themfelves Co well 
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eonTinced of it, that in 1 730 they required that every book 
fubjed of the ftate fhould be allowed to trade to Ber- . "'• 
bice and to fettle there, upon condition of paying in ^ 
America fix livres [5s,] poU-tax for every white man, 
and for every Negro they fhould place upon their ha- 
bitation 55 livres [2I. 55, lod.] per plantation, to- 
wards the ecclefiaflical contribution ; two and a half 
per cent, for all the merchandife which fliould enter 
the colony, or for the provifions which Oiould be car- 
ried out of it ; and in Europe 3 hvres [2s. 6d.] per 
ton, for every thing they fhould receive from the 
ports of the republic, and 3 livres [is. 6d.] per ton for 
every article they fhould fend there. With thefe af- 
lilUncee, the Company engaged to defray all the ex- 
pences that fhould be wanted for government, for de- 
fence, for the police, and for the legiflation of that 
fettlement. The States General approved of this plan, 
and gave it the fan£tion of their laws, by a decree of 
the 6th December 1732. 

A tolerable degree of activity was the fortunate 
refult of thefe new arrangements. Every thing was 
in a profperous flate, when, in 1756, the white peo- 
ple, and they alone, were attacked with an epidemi- 
cal diforder which lafted feven years, and defboyed 
the greateft number of them. The flate of wedtne^ 
to which Berbice was reduced by this calamity, en- 
couraged the flaves to rebel in 1763. Upon the firfl 
iatimation of this infurredion, twenty foldiers, and a 
few -colonifls who had efcaped the contagion, took 
refuge upon four vefiels that were in the river, and 
foon after fecured tbemfelves in a redoubt built near 
the ocean. Tbey Were at length enabled, by the 
alBflance fent from all quarters to them, to return to 
their plantations, and even to fubdue the Negroes ; 
but their authority was eftablifhed only upon ruins 
and upon dead bodies. 

The Company being ruined, as well as the inha- 
bitants, were obliged to call upon the holders of 
ihares for a contribution of eight per cent, which 
made up the fum of 330.000 livres [13,7501.], and to 
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BOO Kborrow i,ioo/»o livres [45,833!. 6s, Bd.] of the pro- 
. ^"'' . vince of Holland, at the intereft of ,two and a half 
per cent. Thefe fums not being yet fiifficient to ful- 
fil their obligations, they obtained of the republic ra 
1774, that the taxes tevied till this period ftoald for 
the future be doubled. The new taxes threw the 
planters, already too much diicouraged by the total 
lo^! of their cacao trees, and by the enormous reduc- 
Xkm of the price of their coffee, into defpair. Ac- 
cordingly this fectiemeot, upon which £0 great hopes 
had been founded, is continually decreafing. 

There are but one hundred and four plantations 
in the colony, moft of which are inconiiderable, fcat- 
tered at great diftances upon the banks of the river 
Bcrbice, or upon that of Canje, which empties hfelf 
in the firft, at three leagues diftance from the fea. 
Their population confifts of feven thoufand Daves of 
every age and fex, and of two hundred and fifty- 
white men, exclufive of the foldiers, who ought to 
amount to the fame number. The coffee, the fugar, 
and cotton they produce annually, u conveyed to the 
mother-country upon four or five ihips, and is not 
fold for more than one million, or twelve hundred 
thonfand Uvres [from 41,666!. 13s. 4d. to 50PO0L]. 
From this fum an intereft of fix per cent, ought to be 
dedudled, which the colonifts have engaged to pay 
for about 1,760,000 livres [73.333!. 6s. Sd.}, which 
they have borrowed ; but this is an obligation wliich 
it is not in their power to fulfil. The lenders are 
obliged to be latisfied with four, three, or two per 
cent. Several of them even do not receive any 
thing. 

Although, according to the calculations delivered 
in 1 772 to the States General, the annual expences 
of fovereignty do not exceed in Europe and in Ame- 
rica 190,564 livres [7940I. 38. 4d.] ; tho Company 
are neveithelefs in a defperate fituation. Wrom 1720 
t.0 1763, the united dividends have not amounted to 
more than 61 per cent, which makes, one year with 
another, no more than i^. After this period there 
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hath been no mote diTidend. Aecordin^y, the book 
fharut which have coft aaoo livres [oil. 138. 4d.3, . ^'^ ^ 
are no longer marketable, they would not feU for 
110 Urres [4L lis. Sd.]. A very different idea muft 
be formed of the ccAddj of Eflequibo. 

This river, twelve leagues diftant from that of Ber- Antiquitr 
bice» iirft attrafted the attention of the Dutch, who, ^j*^^ 
as well as the other Europeans, iofefted Guyana with j^^ 
their plunders towards the end of the fixteenth cen- pr^-^ri^f" 
tury, in hopes of finding gold there. It is unknown ^«^ >»'^ 
■ at what preciie period they fettled at Efequibo ; but ^f^Utoj 
it is certain that they were driven from it by the Spa- ^ ^ * 
niards in 1595. e^ 

It is evident that thefe repubUcans returned to 
their pod, fince they were again expelled from it in 
1666 by the EogUlh, and even they could not main- 
tain themfelves there for one whole year. This fet- 
tlsment, which had always been inconfiderable, was 
reduced to nothing when the Dutch retook poffeffion 
of it. Id 1740 its produdions did not form more 
than the cargo of one tingle vefTel. 

Two or three years after, f(»ne of the colonifts 
of EfTequibo turned their attention towards the 
neighbouring river of Demerary. Its borders were 
found very fertile, and this difcovery was attended 
with fortunate circumllances. 

For fome rime paft the clearing of the lands had 
been fufpended at Surinam, by the bloody and ruin- 
ous war which the coIoniAs fuilained againf): the Ne- 
groes aflembled in the woods. Berbice was Ukewife 
diAurbed by the revolt of its flaves. The Weft India 
Company feized this fevourable opportunity of invit- 
ing enterpriling men of all nations, to Aiare in the 
grant that had been made to them. Thofe who ar- 
rived there with a fmall fhare of property, received 
gratuitouily a certain extent of territory, with fome 
other encouragements. They were even alTured, 
that after their firft labours, they ihould obtain a loan 
of the value of three fifths of the fettlements they 
fhould hare fonried upon moderate terms. This ar- 
4 
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BOOK rangement became a fruitful fource of induftry, o^ 
._^"- adivity, and of economy. In 1769, there were al- 
ready eftabliftied upon the banks of the Demerary; 
one hundred and thirty habitations, in which fugar, 
coffee, and cotton, were cultivated with fuccefs. The 
number of plantations hath much increafed fince 
that period, and it will itill increafe a great deal 
more. 
CajfnCoo Such is the ftate of the three colonies which the 
™iim^ Dutch have fucceffively formed in Guyana. It is 
^^h CO- deplorable, and will remain fo for a long while, per- 
haps for ever, unlefs government in their wifdom, in 
their generofity, and in their courage, can fuggeft 
fotbe expedient to relieve the planters from the op- 
preffive burden of the debts which they have con- 
traded. 

In modern times, the governments themfelves hare 
fet the example of loans. The facility of obtaining 
them at an intereft more or lefs burdenfome, hath 
engaged or fupported almoft all of them, in Wars, in- 
compatible with their natural refources. This folly 
hath infeded the cities, the provinces, ai?S the feve- 
ral affociations of men. The large trading companies 
bave.alfo greatly extended this cuftom; and it hath 
afterwards become familiar to bold men. urged by 
their' difpofition to extraordinary enterprifes. 

The Dutch, who, in proportion to their territory 
and to their population, had accumulated a greater 
quantity of metals than any other people, and who 
did not find a ufe for them in their own tran&dions, 
extenfive even as they were, have endeavoured to 
place them to advantage in the public funds of all 
nations, and even in the fpeculative undertakings of 
individuals. Their money hath ferved particularly 
to cultivate fome foreign colonies in America, and 
principally their own. But the precaution they had 
taken of having the plantations of their debtors mort- 
gaged to them, hath not produced the effed which 
they expcAed from it. They have never been reim- 
burfcd their capital, and have even'never receiTcd 
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the intereft of their money, fince the prorifions of b o o k 
thofe fettlements have been reduced in their price. . *"• . 
The contrft<5b nude with the planters, who are re- 
duced to a ftate of indigence, bave fallen fiftj, "^xtyt 
eighty per cent, below their original value. 

This is a matter totally ruinous. It would be in 
vain to examine, whether It muft be attributed to the 
avidity of the merchants fettled at Amfterdam. or to 
the ina^vity and idle expences of the colonifts re- 
moved beyond the feas. Thefe difcuflions would not 
diminith the evil. We will leave fuch idle queftions 
to be difcufled by idle men, let them write and dif* 
pnte } if no good fliould refult from this, there is not 
much harm in it. But it is exertion, and not dif-. 
courfe, that is required in a' conflagration. While 
time would be loft in examining what hath been the 
caufe of the fire, what 'ravages it hath made, and 
what its progress hath been, the building would be / 
reduced to athes. A matter of a very urgent nature 
Ihould engage the attention of the States Generat 
Let them relieve that vaft extent of country fubjed 
to Holland, from the river Foumaron to that of Ma- 
rony, from the anxiety it labours under, and from 
the mifery. with which it is opprelTcd, and let them 
afterwards remove the other obftacles which fo obfti- 
nately impede its advancement. 

That difficulty which arifes from the climate, ap- 
pears the moft unfurmountabte. In this region, the 
year is divided between continual rains and ezceffive 
heats. Difgufting reptiles are inceflantly attacking 
tjhe crops purchafed by the moll afliduous labours. 
The colonifts run the rifle Gf pcriftiing, either by drop- 
lies, or by fevers of all kinds. Authority is unavail- 
ing againft thefe fcourges of nature. The only re- 
medy, if there can be one, muft be the work of time, 
of population, and of the clearing of the lands. 

What the laws can, and what they ought to do, 

would be to unite to the body of the republic, pof- 

feffions which are in a manner cafually abandoned 

to private a&bciations, who do not attend fafficiently, 

To/. IT. <^ 
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B o o K or in a proper manDcr, to the feveral parts of admi- 
. ^"' ^ niflration in the countries fubjeA to their monopoly. 
States have been all convinced, foooer or later, of 
the inconvenience of leaving the j>rovince8 they have 
invaded in the other hemifphere to chartered cumpa* 
nies, whofe interefts feldom coincided with thofe of 
the public. They have at length underftood, that 
the diAaoce did not alter the nature of the exprefs 
or t^cit covenant made between adminiftration and 
the fubjeds ; and that when the fubjeifls have faid, 
we will obey, we will ferve, we will contribute to the 
formation and to the maintenance of the public 
ftrength, and that the miniftry have anfwered, we 
will proteft you within by our police and by our 
kws, and without by negotiations and by arms, thefe, 
condidons ought equally to be fulfilled on both fides, 
from one bank of a river to the oppofite fide, from 
one fhore of the fea to that which is oppofed to it : 
they have underftood, that the ftipulated protedlion 
being withdrawn, the obedience and the promifed 
fuccours were of courfe fufpended ; that if the afiift- 
ances iliould be required, when the protection had 
ceafed, adminiflration would degenerate into a ty- 
' rannical fyfiem of plunder ; and that the people were 
relea&d from the oath of fidelity towards them ; that 
they were entitled to free themielves from a bad ma- 
fler, and at liberty to choofe another ; that they re- 
turned to a ftate of abfolute freedom, and recovered 
the prerogative of inftituting any form of government 
that might be thought moil fuitable to them. From 
thefe circumftances, ftates have concluded, that their 
fubjeds of the New World had as much right as thofe 
of the Old, to depend upon government only ; and 
that their colonies would be in a more flourifliiog 
condition under the immediate prote^on of the ftate, 
than under that of any intervening power. The fuc- 
cefs hath generally demonftrated the folidiry of thefe 
views. None but the United Provinces have adhered 
to the original plan. This infatuation cannot laft ; 
whenever it ihall be dillipated, the revolution will be 
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ftfieded without comoiotion, b^aufe none of the af- b o n k 
fociations which muft be abolilhed have any intereft . ^"' , ■ 
ioo^poflngiti it will even be accomplilhed without 
embarraffment, becaufe none of thofe aflbciations have 
one fingle veiTel, . or carry on the leaft trade. The 
Dutch poffeiEons in Guyana will then form one en- 
tire ftate, capable of making feme refiftance. 

In the prefent ftate of things, Berbice and Efle- 
quibo are fcarce able to repulfe an enterpriluig pirate; 
and would be obliged to capitulate at the appearance 
of the fmaUetl fquadron. The eaftern part, which by 
its wealth is expiofed to greater danger, is . better de- 
fended. The entrance of the Surinam river is not 
very practicable, on account oif its fand-banks. Ships, 
however, that do not draw more than twenty feet 
water, can come in at flood. At two leagues from 
its outlet, the Commenwine joins the Surinam. This 
point of union the I)utch have principally fortified. 
They have ereded a battery on the Surinam, another 
on the right bank of the Commenwine, and on the 
left bank a citadel called Amfterdam; Thefe works ■ 
form a triangle ; and their fires, which crofs each 
other^ are contrived to have the double efied of pre- 
venting Ihips from proceeding further up one nver; 
and from entering into the other. The fortrefs is fi- 
tuated in the middle of a fmall morafs, and is inac- 
ceffible, except by a narrow caufeway entirely com- 
manded by the artillery. It requires no more than 
eight or nine hundred men to garrifon it completely. 
It is flanked with four baftions, and furrounded with 
s mud rampart, a wide ditch full of water, and i 
good covered-way : for the reft, it is unprovided with 
powder magazines, hath no vaults, nor any kind of 
cafement. Three leagues higher up on the Surinam, 
is a malked battery, intended to cover tbe harbour 
and town of Patamabiro. It is called Fort Zealand. 
A battery of the fume kind, which they call Somme- 
fwelt fort, covers the Commenwine at nearly the fame 
diftance. The forces of the colony confift of its, mi- 
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BOOK litia, and twelve hundred regulan, and of two com" 
. ^"' panies of artillery. 

• If this fettlement were united to the two others, 

and if all tbefe divided territories were joined, they 
would mutually alTift each ocher. The republic ttfelf, 
Bccuftonied to caft a watchful eye up(m a domain be- 
come more particularly its own property, would pro- 
ted it with all its power. The Tea and land forces 
would be employed to flielter it from the dangers 
with which it might be threatened on the fide of Eu- 
rope, and to relieve it from the ftate of anxiety with 
which it is continually agitated even on the con- 
tinent. 

The Dutch exercifed againft the Negroes in Guy- 
ana, cruelties unknown in the iflands. The iaciUty 
of delertion in an immeofe territory, hath probably 
occaQoned this excefs of barbarity. A flave is put 
to death by his mafter upon the flighteft fufpiciohs^ 
in prefence of all the other Haves, but with the pre- 
caution of keeping the white men out of fight, be- 
'caufe they alone might give their teftimony in a court 
of juflice againft this ufurpatiou of public authority. 

Thefe cruelties have fucceffirely driven to the fo^ 
rells a cciifiderable muldtude of thefe deplorable vic- 
tioas of an infamous avarice. A fharp and bloody 
war hath been carried on agunft them without a pof- 
fibility of deftroying them. Their independence hath 
at length been necefiarily acknowledged, and fince 
thefe remarkable treaties they have formed .feveral 
hamlets, where they cultivate in peace, upoti the 
back fettlements of the colony, the piovifions they 
are abfolutely in want of for their fubfillence. 

Other Negroes have forfaken their manufadurei. 
Thefe fugitives fall unexpededly, fometimes upon <mt 
tide of the colony, fometimes upon another, in order 
to carry off fupplies tbr their own fubfillence, and to 
lay wafte the wealth of their former tyrants. It is 
in vain that the troops are kept continually upon the 
watch, to check or to fui'prife fo dsngetous an casmy. 
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Br means of private information, they contrive to b o o ■ 
<fcape every fnare, and direft their jncurfions towards , ^"" ^ 
thofe parts which happen to be left defencelefs. 

Metbtnlcs I fee thofe people who were flaves in 
Egypt, and who, taking refuge in the deferts of Ara-* 
bia, wandered for the fpace of forty years, attempted 
to make incurfions upon all the neighbouring people, 
harafled them, penetrated alternately among ftime of 
them, and by uigbt and frequent inroads pave^ the 
way for the invafion of Paleftine. If nature (hould 
chance to add a great foul, and a powerful under- 
Aanding, to the outward form of a Negro ; if ibme 
European fhould afpire to the glory of being the 
avenger of nations that have been opprefled during 
two centuries ; if even a miflionary fhould know how 
to avail himfelf properly of the continual and pro- 
greffive afcendaot of opinion over the variable and 
iranfient empire of ftrengthr— but alas ! muft the 
cruelty of our European policy infpire fanguinary 
ideas, and fuggeft plans of deftrudion to an equitable 
amd humane man, whofe thoughts are engaged in fe> 
curing the peace and happine^ of all mankind ? 

The rfepablic will prevent the fubverfion of their 
fettlements, by laying a Odutary reAraint on the ca- 
prices and extravagances of their fubjedls. They 
will alfo take e^edual meafures to bring into their 
own ports the fruits of their labours, which hitherto 
have been too otten thrown into another channel. 

The principal proprietors of Butch Guyana reflde 
in Europe. There are fcarcely to be found in the 
colony any' inhabitants, but the fa<aors of thefe weal- 
thy men, and fuch proprietors, whofe fortunes are ' 
too moderate to admit of their intrufting'the care of 
their plantations to other hands. The confumpriou 
of fuch inhabitants mufl be extremely confined. Ac- 
cordingly, the veflels which are fent from the mother- 
country to bring home their produce, carry out no- 
thing but abfolute neceffaries ; very ieldom any arti- 
cles of luxury, and but few of them. Even thi^ 
Q^iij 
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» o o K fcanty fupply the Dutch traders are forced to ftiare 
■ „ '• with the Englilh of North America. 

Thofe foreigners were at firft admitted only becaufe 
the colony was under a neceflity of purchafing horfes 
of them. The difficuhy of breeding, and perhaps 
other caufes, have eftabliJhed this permiilion. The 
bringing of horfes is fo indifpenfable a paflport for the 
men, that a fhip which does not carry a number pro- 
portionate to its iize is not admitted into their har- 
bours. But if the horfes happen to die in their paf- 
fage, it is fufficient that their heads are produced, to 
entitle the owners to expofe to fale all kinds of pro- 
vifions. There is a law forbidding payments to be 
made otherwife than by barter of molaiTes and rum ; 
but this law is little attended to; The Englifh, newly 
arrived, who have ufurped the right of importing thi? 
ther whatever they choofe, take care to export thq 
moft valuable commodities of the colony, and even 
exaift payments in money or bills of exchange on Eu- 
rope. Such is the law of force, which republics ap- 
ply, not only to other nations, but to each other. 
The Englifh treat the Dutch nearly in the fame 
manner as the Athenians did the people of Melos. 
// has ever been the cafc, feid they to the inhabitants 
of that iiland, that the weakeft Jboidd fubndt to the 
ftrongejl : this law is not of our making ; it is as old at 
the world, and will fuhfifl as long as the world endures. 
This argument, which is fo well calculated to fuit the 
purpofes of injuftice, brought Athens in its turn un- 
der the dominion of Sparta, and at length deftroyed 
it by the haruls of the Romans. 
T^j^^^ The United Provinces have not given to their 
the DduiJ American fetttements that attention they deferved, 
SerJ^bS although they have met with ftrokes fo fevere, and fo 
■verrettefui clofely foliowing upon each other, as ought to have 
^^^ opened their eyes. If they had not been' blinded by 
pofleflioiu. the rapidity of their fuccefs, they would have difco- 
vered the beginning of their ruin in the lofi of Bra- 
zil, Deprived of that raft urquifition, which in their 
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hands might have become the fiift colony of the uni- book 
Twrfe, and niight have compenfated the weaknefe or . ^"' ^ 
infufficiency of their territory in Europe, they faw ' 
themfelvcs reduced to the condition they were in be- 
fore they had made this conqueft, of being fadors 
for other nations ; . and thus was created, in their 
maJs of real wealth, a void which hath jaever fince 
been filled up. 

The confequences of the aft of navig;ition, palTed 
in England, were not lefs fatal to the Dutch. From 
this time that illand, cealing to be a tributary to the 
trade of the repubhc, became her rival, and in a 
fliort time acquired a decilire fuperioiity over her in 
Africa, Afia, and America. 

Had other nations adopted the policy of Britain, 
Holland muftliave funk under the ftroke. Happily 
for her, their kings knew not, or cared not for the 
profperity of their people. Every government, how- 
ever, in proportion as it has become more enlighten- 
ed, has a0umed to itfelf its bwn branches of com- 
merce. Every flep that has been taken for this pur- 
pofe, hath been an additional check upon the Dutch ; 
and we may prefume, from the prefent ilate of things, 
that fooner or later every people will eftabliib a navi- 
gation for themfelves, fuited to the nature of their 
country and to the extent of their abilities. To this 
period the courfe of events in all nations feems to 
tend ; and whenever it fliall arrive, the Dutch, who 
are indebted for their fuccefs, as much to the indo- 
lence and ignorance of their neighbours, as to their 
own economy and experience, will find themfelves 
reduced to their original ftate of poverty. 

It is not certainly in the power of human prudence 
to pnerenc this revolution ; but there was. no necefii- 
ty to anticipate it, as the republic has done, by 
choofmg to interfere as a principal in the troubles 
which fo frequently have agitated Europe. The in- 
terefted pohcy of our times would have afforded a 
fufGcient exciife for the wars flie hath commenced or 
fuflained for the fake of her trade. But upon what 
Q^iiij 
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BOOK principle can flie juftify thofe in which her exorbitant 
^ ^"' _j ambition, or ill-founded appreheofioos, have engaged 
her ? She has been obliged to fupport herfelf hj im* 
menfe loans ; if we fum up together all the debts fe- 
paratelj Contrai!^ed by the generalities, the provinces, 
and the towns, which are all equally public debts, 
we Aiall find they amount to two tboufand millions of 
livres [83,333,3331. 6s. gd.] ; the intereft of which, 
though reduced to two and a half per cent, hath 
amazingly increafed the load of taxes. 

Others will p»haps examine, whether tbefe taxes 
have been laid on with judgment, and collected with 
due economy. It is fufficient here to remark, that 
they have had the effeft of increaliDg fQ conllderab^ 
the price of neceflaries, and confequently that of la- 
bour, that the induftrious part of the nation have fuf- 
fered feverely bom than. The manufadures of wool, 
filk, gold, filver, and a variety of others, have funk* 
after having ftruggled for a long time under the grow- 
ing weight of taxes and fcarcity. When the fpring 
equinox brings on at the fame time high tides and 
the melting of the fnow, a country is laid under wa^ 
ter by the overflowing of the rivers. No fooner does 
the increafe of taxes taife the price of proviiions, than 
the workman, who pays more for his daily confump- 
tion, without receiving any addition to his wages, 
fbrfakes the manufadure and workshop. Holland 
hath not pre&rved any of its internal refources of 
trade, but fuch as were not expofed to any foreign 
competition. ' 

The huibandry of the republic, if we may b« al- 
lowed to call it by that name, that is to fay, the her- 
ring fifliery, hath fcarce fufiered lefs. This £lfhery, 
which for a long time was intituled the gold mine of 
the flate, on account of the nuibber of perfons who 
derived their fubliftence, and even grew rich from it, 
is not only reduced to one- half) but the profits of it, 
as well as thofeof the whale fiihery, are dwindled by 
degrees to nothing. Nor is it by advances of fpecie, 
that thofe who fupport thefe two fiiheries embark iQ 
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theQndertalung. Thepartncrihipsconfiftof merchants, b o o ■ 
who fumUh the bottoms, the rigging, the utenfils, , ^''' , f 
and the ftores. Their profit con^fts almoft entirely 
in the vent of thefe feveral merchandifes : they are 
paid for them outof the produce of the fiihery, which 
ieldom yields more than is fufficient te defray its ex- 
peaces. The impoffibiUty there is in Holland of em- 
ploying their Dpmerous capitals to better advantage, 
has been the only caufe of preferving the remains of 
this ancient fource of the public profperity. 

The exceffive tases, which have ruined the manu- 
fa&ures of the repubhc, and reduced the profits of 
their fifheries fo lonr, have greatly confined their na- 
vigation. The Dutch have the materials for building 
at the iirft hand. They feldom crofs the fea without 
a cargo. They live with the ftrideft fobriety. TTie 
lightnefs of their fhips in working is a great favtng 
in the numbers of theti crews ; and thefe crews are 
■ eafily formed, and always kept in the greatelt per- 
fedion, and at a fmall cKpeoce, from the multitude 
of failors fwarming in a country which confifts of 
nothing elfe btit fea and Ihore. Notwithftanding all 
thefe advantages, virhich are farther increafed by the 
low rate of money, they have been forced to fliare 
the freight-trade of Europe with Sweden, Denmark, 
and efpecially the Hamburghers, with whom the ne- 
neflaiy requiiites for navigation are not encumbered 
with the fame impoiitions. 

With the freights have diminifhed the commifTions 
« which ufed to be fent to the United Provinoee. When 
Holland was become a great ftaple, merchandife was 
fent thither fiom all parts, as to the market where 
the fale of it was moft ready, fure, and advantageous. 
Foreign merchants were the more ready oftentimes 
to fend them thither, as they obtained, at an eafy 
rate, credit to the amount of two-thirds, or even 
three-fourths, of the value of their goods. This 
management enfured to the Dutch the double advan- 
tage of employing their capitals without riOc, and 
obtaining a comnulBon befides. The profits of com- 
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BOOK merce were at that time To confiderable, that thej' 
■ ^ ^^"' could eafily bear thefe charges ; they are now (o 
greatly •leflened, Jince experience has multiplied the 
number of adventurers, that the fellei is obliged to 
coDvey his commodity himfelf to the confumer, with- 
out the intervention of any agent. But if upon cer- 
tain occafions aq agent muft be employed, they will 
prefer, cater is paribtu, thofe ports where .commodities 
pay no duty of import or export. 

The republic hath likewife loll the trade of in- 
furance, which flie had in a manner monopolized 
formerly. It was in her ports that all the nations of 
Europe ufed to enfure their fireights, to the great profit 
<^the enfuFcrs, whp, by dividing and multiplyiug their 
rilks, feldom failed of enriching thepnfelves. In pro- 
portion as the fpirit of ioquity introduced itfelf into 
all our ideas, whether of philofophy or economy, the 
utility of thefe fpeculations became univerfaUy known. 
The pradUae became familiar and general; and what 
other nations have gained by it, was of courfe loft to 
Holland. 

From thefe obfervations it is evident, that all the 
branches of commerce the republic was in polTeflion 
o£y have been very greatly diminiihed. Perhaps the 
greater part of them would have been annihilated, if 
the quantity of her fpecie, and her extraordinary 
economy, had not enabled her to be fatijfied with a 
profit of three per cent, which we look upon to be 
the value of the produ^ upon all her trade. This 
great deficiency kaa been made up to them by veil- 
ing their money in the Englilh. French, Auftrian, 
Saxon, Panilh, and even Rulfiao funds, the amount 
of which, upon the whole, is about fixteen hundred 
millions of livres [66,666,6661. 13s. 4d.]. 

Formerly the ftate made this branch of commerce 
unlawful, which is now become the moft confiderable 
of any. Had this law been obferved, the fuma they 
have lent to foreigners would have lain unemployed 
at home, ; their capitals for the ufc of trade being al- 
ready fo large, that the leaft addition to them, fo fer 
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^Tom giving an advantage, would become detrimen- b t> q i; 
tal, by making the amount too great for ufe. The ,..,^"'. 
fuperfluity of money would immediately have brought 
the United Provinces to that period, in which excefs 
of wealth begets poverty. Millions of opulent per- 
fons, in the midft of thetr treafures, would not have 
had a fufficiency to fupport themfelves. 

The contrary pradice hath been the principal re- 
fource of the republic. The money (he has lent to 
neighbouring nations, has procured her an annual 
balance in her favour, by the revenue accruing from 
it. The credit is always the lame, and produces al- 
ways the fame intereit. 

We (hall not prefume to determine how long the 
Dutch will continue to -enjoy fo comfortable a litu* 
ation. Experience authorifes us only to declare, that 
alt governments which have, unfortunately for the 
people, .adopted the deteftable fy(tem of borrowing, 
will fooner or later be forced to give it up ; and the 
^bufe they have made of it will moft probably oblige 
them to defraud their creditors. Whenever the re- 
pubhc (hall be reduced to this Itate, her great refource 
■ will be in agriculture. 

This, though it be capable of improvement in the 
county of Breda, Bois-le-t>uc, Zutphen, and Guel- 
ders, can never become very conliderable. The ter- 
ritory belonging to the United provinces is fo fmall, ' 
that it will almofl: juftify the o[»nion of a Sultan, who 
feeing with what obftinacy the Dutch and Spaniards 
.difputed with each other the polTeffioa of it, declared, 
if it belonged .to. him, be would order his pioneers to > 
throw it into the fea. The foil is good for nothing 
but fifb, which, before the Dutch, were the only in- 
habitants of it. It has been faid with as much truth 
fts energy, that the four elements were but in embryo 
there. 

The exiftence of the republic in Europe is precari- 
ous, &om their pofidcui in the middle of a capricious i 
and boiilerous element which furrounds them, which ' 
perpetually threatens them, and againft which they , J 
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B o o K are obliged to maintain means of defence a> expenr 
. *"• five as a numerous army ; from formidable neigh- 
bours, Ibme on the feas, and others on the continent'; 
from the barrennefs of the foil, which produces no- 
thing of what is abfolutely required for daily fub> 
iiflence. Without any wealth of their own, their 
magazines, which are at prefent filled with foreign 
merchandife, may be to-moriow either empty or over- 
fiocked, whenever the nations fhall either choofe to 
ceafe the furnifliing of them with any, or ftiall no 
longer require any from them. Expofed to every 
kind of want; tlusir inhabitants wiU be forced to 
leave their country, or to die with hunger upon their 
treafures, if they cannot be relieved, or if fuccours 
be refiifed to them. If it fhould happen that the 
nations fiiould become enlightened with refped to 
their interefts, and fhould refolve to carry their pro, 
dui^ions themfelfes to the different re^ons of th« 
earth, and to bring back upon their own ihips thofe 
which they fhall receive from thence in exchange, 
what will become of thefe ufelefs carriers ? Deprived 
of original materials, the pdTeffors of which are at 
liberty to prohibit the exportation of, or to fix theni 
at an exorbitant price, what will become of their 
manufadnres ? Whether the defliny of any power 
ftould depend upon the wifdom or upon the folly of 
others, that power is almoft equally an objed of ctwi- 
paiEon. Without the difcovery of the New World, 
HcAland would be nothing, England would be incon- 
fiderable, Spain and Portugal would be powerful, 
and France would be what ffae is, and what fhe will 
ever remain, under whatever mafter, and under what- 
ever form of government fhe may be placed. A long 
feries of calamities may plunge her into misfortunes, 
but thofe misfortunes will be only temporary, fines 
nature is perpetually employed in repairing her di^ 
falters. And this is the enormous difference there 
is between the condition of an indigent people and 
that of a people rich in their territory. The latte* 
can exifl without all other nations, wlnlc thefe c«a 
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(ctrce exift vithoat ihem. Their population muft be b o o k 
inceffantly increafing, if a bad adminiftraticHi do not . ■^^^ ^ . 
retard the progrefi of it. Several fucceffive years of 
general dearth will only bring on a traoQent incon- 
▼edieuce, if the wifdom of the fovereign fhould pro- 
vid« againft it. They fcarce ftand in need of any 
allies. If the combined policy of all the powers 
fhould concor in refitfing to purchafe their commodi* 
ties, they would ftill experience nothing more than 
the inconvcmence of fuperfluity, and the diminutioD 
of their luxury ; an efied which would turn to the 
tdrantage oi their ftrength, which is enervated, 
and of th^ir manners, which are corrupted. True 
nches they are in poflfeffion of, and have no need to go 
in fearch of them at a diftance : fo that the fuperabun- 
dance or fcarcity of the metal which reprefents their 
felicity, can be of no avail either for or againS it. * 

Deprived of thefe advantages in Europe, the re- 
pubUc muft feek them in America. Her colonies, 
though very inferior to the fettlements formed there 
by tncdl of the other nations, would fumifii produc- 
tions, the whole profits and property of which will 
centre in her. By her territorial acquifitions ftie will 
be enabled in every market to rival tbofe nations, 
wbofe commodities flie formerly ferved only to con- 
vey. HoUand, raifed to the dignity of a ftate, will 
ceafe to be a warehoufe. She will iind in another 
hemifpfaere that confiftence which Europe hath de- 
nied her. It remains to fee, if Denmark can have 
the fiame wants it«d the fame refources. 

Denmark an^Norway, which are at prefent united Re«oia- 
nnder the fame government, formed, in the eighth UJ^^Jj^. 
century, two different ftates. While the former fig-gedAe 
naliied itfclf by the conqueft of England, and other Denaurk. ^ 
bold enterprifes. the latter peopled the Orcades, Fero, 
and Iceland. Urged by that reftlefs fpirit, which had 
always aduated their anceftors the Scandinavians, 
this adive nation, fo early as the ninth century, form- 
ed, iin eftabliOiment in Greenland, which country. 
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> o o K there is good reafon to fuppofe, is attached to tfad 
. ^^ ^ American continent. It is even thoughtj notwith- 
ftanding the darknefs which prevails over all the hi- 
llorical records of the north, that there are fufficient 
traces to induce a belief, that their navigators in the 
eleventh century were hardy enough to penetrate a; 
far as the coafts of Labrador and Newf<eKuidland, and 
that they left feme fmall colonies on them. Hence 
it is probable, that the Norwe^ans have a right to 
difpute with Columbus the glory of having difcover- 
ed the New World j at leaft, if thofe may be &id to 
have made the difcovery, who were there without 
Icnowing it. 

The wars which Norway had to fufiain, till the 
time it became united to Denmark ; the diiScultiet 
which the government oppofed to its navigation ; the 
ftate of obUvion and inadion into which this enteN 
priling nation fell ; not only loft it its colonies in 
Greenland, but alfo whatever fettlements or connec 
tions it might have had on the coafts of America; 

It was not till more than a century after the Gc- 
noefe navigator had begun the conqueft of that part 
of the world under the Spaniih banner, that the Banes 
and Norwegians, who were then become one nation, 
caft their eyes upon that hemlfphere, which was near- 
er to them than to any of thofe nations who had al-< 
ready poftefted themfelves of difierent parts of it. 
They chofe, however, to make their way into it by 
the fliorteft courfe, and therefore, in 1619, they fent 
captain Monk to find out. a paftage by the north.1 
weft into the Pacific Ocean. His e^^dition was at- 
tended with as little fuccefs as thofe of many other 
navigators, both before and after him. 

It may be prefumed, that a difappointmeht in tbeir 
firft attempt would not entirely have difgufted the 
Danes ; and that they would have continued their 
American expeditions till they had fucceeded in 
forming fome fettlements, that might have rewarded 
them' for their trouble. If they loft fight of thofe 
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diftant regions, it was becaufe they were forced to it b o o K 
by an unfortunately obftinate war, which bumbled . „^"'_ . 
and tormented them, and lafted till the year 1660. 

The government feized the firft moment of tran- 
quillity to examine the condition of the ftate. Like 
all other Gothic governments, it was divided betweea 
an elefUve chief, tbe nobility or fenate and the com- 
mons. The king enjoyed no other pre-eminence 
than that of preHding in the fenate, and command- 
ing tbe army. In the inteivals between the Diets 
the government was in the hands of the fenate ; but 
all great affairs were referred to the Diets themfelves, 
which were compofed of the clergy, nobility, and 
commonalty. . 

Though this conlUtution be formed upon the mo- 
del of liberty, no country was lefs free than that of 
Denmark. The clergy had forfeited their influence 
from tbe time of the Reformation. The citizens had 
not yet acquired wealth fufficient to make them con- 
fiderable. Thefe two orders were overwhelmed by 
that of the nobility, which was ftill influenced by the 
fpirit of the original feudal fyllem, that reduces every 
thing to force. The critical fituatlon of the affairs 
of Denmark did not infinre this body of men with 
that juiltce or moderation, which the circumftances 
of the time required. They refufed to contribute 
their proportion to the public expences ; and by this 
refu&I exafperated tbe members of the Diet. But, 
inllead of exterminating this proud race, which was 
defirous of enjoying the advantages of fociety, with- • 

out partaking the burden of it, they refolved to ful>- 
mit to unlimited fervitude, and voluntarily put on 
chains themfelves, which the nobles would never have 
ventured to impofe upon them by force, or with which 
they would perhaps have in vain attempted to load 
them. 

At this ftrange and humiliating fpedacle, is there 
any one who.wUl not afk, what is man I What is that 
original and deep fenfe of dignity which be is fuppof. 
ed to p<)flei> ? 2s he born foe independence ox for fla- 
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BOOK Tery ? What is that fenfelefi herd of men vhich ve 
^ ^"' call a nation? And when, on reviewing the globe, 
the fame phenomenon, and the fame meanne^, are 
difplaycd in a greater or lefs degree from one pole to 
the other, is it poifible that pitj ftunild not be extin- 
guiflied, and that in the contempt which fucceeds to 
it we fhould not be tempted to exclaim : Bafe and 
ftupid people, fince the continuity of oppreflion doth 
not reftore to you any eaergy ; fince you confine 
yourfelves to unavailing groans, when you mi^t 
make your oppreflbrs tremble ; fince there are mil- 
lions crif you, and that yet you fuffer yourfelves to be 
led at pleafure by a few infants, armed with defpica- 
ble weapons, continue ftill to obey. Go on without 
troubling us with your complaints ; and learn at leaft 
how to be unhappy, if you know not how to be free. 
The Danes bad no fooner fubmitted to one fii^e 
chief, than they fell into a kind of lethargic ftate. 
To thofe great convulfions, which are occafioned by 
the clalfaiiig of important rights, fucceeded the de- 
lufive tranquillity of ferritude. A nation^, which had 
filled the fcene for feveral ages, appeared no more 
on tht theatre of the world. In 1671 , it juft recover- 
ed fo lar from the trance, into which the acceflion of 
defpotifm had thrown it, as to look abroad, and take 
pt^ffion of a little American ifland, known by the 
name of St. Thomas. 
The Dwiei This ifland, the fartheft of the Caribbees towards 
ibrmtatk- the weft, was totally uninhabited, when the Danes 
S^adi undertook to form a fettlement upon it. They were 
rfSL Tho. at firft oppofed by the Engliih, under pretence that 
joh^, 1^ fome emigrants of that nation had formerly begun to 
*nuCnii. clear h. The Britifli mintftry flopped the progrcfs 
of this interference ; and the colony were left to form 
plantations of fugar, fuch as a fandy foil, of no greater 
extent than five leagues in length, and two and a half 
in breadth, would admit of. Thefe improvements, 
which were at that time very rare in the American 
Archipelago, were brought 'mi by particular caufes. 
TJie Eledor of Brandtfnbui^ had formed, yx 168 r, 
4 
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fl company for the weftem part of Africa. The ob- » o o ^ 
je£t of this aObciation was to purchafe flaves ; but , !■ 
they were to be fold again ; and that could be done 
in no other place than in the New World. It was 
propofed to the court of Verfailles to receive them in 
their pofleffions, or to cede Santa-Crut. Thefe two 
propoials being equally reje<ftcd, Frederic- WiUiam 
turned his views towards St. Thomas. Denmark 
confented in 1685, that the fubjeds of this enter- 
priGng prince flionld eftablrfh a fadory in the ifland, 
and that they fhould carry on a free trade there, 
upon condition of paying the taxes eftabUfhed, and 
of agreeing to give an annual flipend. 

They "were then in hopes of furnilbing the Spaniflt 
colonies, which were diffatisfied with England and 
Holland, with the Negroes which thofe provinces 
were continually in want of. The treaty not hav- 
^ing taken place, and the vexations being inceflantly 
multiplied, even at St. Tliomas's, the Eranfadions of 
the inhabitants of 6randenbarg weiv always more or 
lefs unfortunate. Their contraft, jbowever, which 
had beep only made at firft for thirty years, was re- 
newed. Some few of them (till belonged to it, even 
in 1731 ; but without any fhafes or' any charter. 

Neverthclefs, it was neither to the prodiiclions, nor 
to the undertakings of the inhabitants of Branden- 
burg, that the ifland of St. Thomas was indebted £)r 
its importance. 

The fea has hollowed out from its coaft an excel- 
lent harbour, in which fifty fliips may ride with fe- 
curity. This advantage attrafted both the EngUlh 
and French Buccaneers, who were defirous of ex- 
empting their booty from the duties they were fub- 
jedt to pay in the fettlements belonging to their own 
rations. Whenever they had taken their prizes in 
the lower latitudes, from which they could not make 
tbe Windward Iflands, they pi\t into that of St. Tho- 
mas to difpofc of them. It was alfo tbe afylum of all 
merchant- Diips which frequented it as a neutral port 
in time of war. It R'as the mart, where the neigh- 
VoL Jf^. R 
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sort Kbouring colonies bartered, their refpedUve commmo- 
■■■^"' ■ dities which they could not do elfewhere with fo much 
eafe aod fafety. It was the port fVotn which were 
continually difpatched veflels richly laden to carry on 
a clandeftine trade with the Spanifli coafls ; in return 
fur which, they brought back confiderable quantities 
of metal' and merchandife of great value. la a word, 
St. Thomas was a market of very great confequence. 

Denmark, however, reaped no advantage from this 
rapid circulation. The perfons who enriched them- 
felves were foreigners, who carried their wealth to 
other fituations. The mother-country had no other 
communication with its colony than by a fmgle (hip,, 
fent out annually to Africa to purchafe (laves, which 
being fold in America, the fhip returned home laden, 
with the produdUons of that country. In 1719 their 
traffic increafed by the clearing of the ifland of St. 
John, which is adjacent to St. Thomas, but not half 
fo large. Thefe flender beginnings would have re- 
quired the addition of Crab Ifland, or Bourriquen, 
whete it had been attempted to form a fettlement 
two years before. 

This iOand, which is from eight to ten leagues in 
circumference, has a confiderable number of hills ;. 
but they are neither barren, fteep, nor very high. 
The foil of the plains and valleys, which run between 
them, feema to be very fruitful ; and is watered by 
a number of fprings, the water of which is faid to 
be excellent. Nature, at the fame time that (he has 
denied it a harbour, has made it amends by a multi- 
tude of the fined bays that can be conceived. At 
every ftep fome remains of plantations, rows of o- 
range and lemon trees, are (till found ; which make 
it evident, that the Spaniards of Porto-Rico, who are 
not further diftant than five or (iz leagues, had for- 
merly fettled there. 

The £ngli(h, obferving that fo promifing an ifland 
was without inhabitants, began to r^e fome planta- 
tions there towards the end of the laft century ; but 
they had not time to reap the fruit of their labour. 
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They were furprifed by the Spaniards, who murder- b o o k 
ed all the men, and caried off the women and chil- . 
dren to Porto-Rico. This accident did not deter the 
Danes from making fome attempts to fettle there in 
1717. But the fubjefts of Great Britain, reclaiming 
their ancient rights, fent thither fome adventurers, 
who were at firft plundered, and foon after driven off, 
by the Spaniards. The jealoufy of thefe American 
tyrants extends even to the prohibiting of filhing- 
boats to approach any ihore where they have a right 
of poffeffion, though they do not exercife it. Tod 
idle to profecute cultivation, too fufpicious to admit 
induHrious neighbours, they condemn the Crab Illand 
to eternal folitude ; they will neither inhabit it them- 
felves, nor fuffer any other nation to inhabit it. 
Such an exertion of exclufive fovereignty has obliged 
Denmark to give up this ifland foe that of Santa 
Cruz. 

Santa Cru2 had a better title to become an objeft 
of national ambition. It is eighteen leagues in length, i 
and from three to four in breadth. In 1643 it was 
inhabited by Dutch and Englifli. Their rivalfhip in 
trade foon made thetn enemies to each other. In 
1646, after an obltinate and bloody engagement, the 
Dutch were beat, -and obliged to quit a fpot from 
which they had formed great expeAations. The con- 
querors were employed in fecuring the confequences 
of their viftory, when, in 1650, they were attacked 
and driven out in their turn by twelve hundred Spa- 
niards, who arrived there in five fhips. The triumph 
of thefe lafted but a few months. The remains of 
that numerous body, which were left for the defence 
of the ifland, furrendered without refiftance to a hun- 
dred and (ixty French, who had embarked in 1651, 
from St. Cbriftopher's, to make themfelves mailers of 
the ifland. 

Thefe new inhabitants loft no time in making them- 
felves acquainted with a country fo much difpdted. 
On a foil, in other refpeds excellent, they found on- 
ly one river of a moderate fiie, which, gliding gently 
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BOOK almoft on a level with the Tea throu^ a flat country, 
^" farnilhed ooly a brackilb water. Two or three fprings, 
^ wluch they foand in the innermoft parts of the ifland, 
made but feeble amends for this defied. The wells 
were for the moft part dry. The conftmaion of le- 
fervoiis required time. Nor was the climate more lo- 
,^iting to the new inhabitants. The ifland being flat, 
"^ and covered with old trees, fcatce afforded so oppor- 
tunity for the winds to carry off the poHbnous vapours, 
with which its niorafles clogged the atmofpbere. 
There was but one remedy for this inconvenience ; 
which was to bum the woods. The French fct £rc 
to them without deluy ; and, getting oo board their 
fhip8, became fpciaators from the fca, for feveral 
months, of the conflagration they had raifcd in the 
Ifland, As foon as the flames were extinguiflied, they 
went on fiiore again. 

They found the foil fertile beyond belief. Tobac- 
co, cotton, arnotns, indigo, and fugar, fioarilhed 
equally in it. So rapid was the progreis of thiR colo- 
ny, that, ia eleven years &om its commencement, 
there were upon it eight hundred and twenty-two 
white perfons, with a proportionable numbec of flaves,. 
it was rapidly advancing to profperity, when fuch 
ohflacles were thrown in the way of its adivity as 
made it decline again. This decay was as fudden as 
its rife. In 1696 there were no nxire than one hun- 
dred and forty-feven men, with their wives and cbil- 
dtcd, aad fix hundred and twenty-three blacks re- 
maining ; and thefe were tranfponed from hence ttt 
St. Bomingo. 

Some obfcuKc individuais, fome writers unacquaint- 
. ed with the views of government, with their fecret 
negotiaitions, with the charatAer of their miniftert, 
with the interefis of the protedors and the proteded, 
who flatter themfelves'that they candifcern the rea- 
fon of events, amongll a multitude of important or 
frivfJout caufei, which may have equally occafioned 
them ; who do not cooceiTe, that among all thefe 
CftufeSf the -moft natural may poffibly be the fartbefl 



;ji',L.oo';;lc 



m THB EAST AND WEST INDUS. t^l 

from the truth ; wlio after hsviiig^ read the new^ ore o q « 
journal of the day, with profound atteotioft, degkl* ^_**' 
as peremptorily as if they had been placed ill their 
Itfe-timc at the helm of the ftatc, and bad aSilled at 
the council of kings ; who are nerer more deceived 
than in thofe circumftances, in which they dtfplay 
fame fhare of penetration ; writora as abfurd in the 
praife as in the blame which they bellow upon na- 
tions, in the favourable or un&vourabte opinion they 
form of minillerial operations : tbefe idle dreamers, 
in a word, who think they are perfoni of importaiiccv 
becaufe their attention is alway* engaged on matters 
of confequsnce, being convinced that courts are al^ 
vays goremed in their deciiions by the moft compre- 
.^ henfive views of profoijnd policy, have fuppoiSed, that 
the court of Verlailtes had ncgleded Santa Cruz, 
merely becaufe they wifhed to abandon the fmall 
iflands, in order to unite all their flrcngth, induftry, 
and peculation, in the large ones ; but this iaa miAa-t 
ken notioit : this determination, on the contrary, arofe 
from the fannen of the revenue, who found, that the 
contraband trade of Santa Cruz with St. Thomas waa 
detrimental to their interefts. The fpint of finance 
hath in all times been injurious to commerce ; it hath 
deftroyed the fource from whenee it f|»aDg. Santa 
Cruz, continued without inhabitants, and without cul. 
tivation, till 1733. when it was fold by France to 
Denmark for 73S,ooo livres [30,7501-]. Soon after 
the Danes built there the fbrtrefs of Chriftianftadt. 

Then it was, that this northern power fcemed Ukev 
ly to take deep root in America. Unfortunately, Hat 
laid her plantations under the yoke of excluiive pri. 
vil^es. Induftrious people of all fetfts, particular^ 
Moravians, ftrove in vain to overcome tliis great dif.- 
ficuhy. Muiy attempts were made to reconcile the 
inter^ of the colonilts and their oppr^brs, but with- 
out fuccefs. "^The two parties kept up a ecntinual '^ 
ftruggle of animofity, not of induflry. At length 
the government, with a moderation not to be expetEt- 
«d from its conilitution, purcbafed, in 1754, -the pri- 
Riij 
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BOOK vileges and efieds of the Company. The price was 
. ^"" fixed at 9,900,000 livres [412,500!.], part of which 
was paid in ready money, and the remainder in bills 
upon the treafury, bearing intereft. From this time 
the navigation to the ifiands was opened to all the 
fubje^ of the Danifh dominions. 
Unfottn- On the firil January 1773, there was reckoned in 
nitcflite St. John fixty-nine plantation!, twenty-Ieven of which 
„ifl. ifl.i^ were devoted to the culture of fugar, and forty-two 
Metfnrta jq Other productions of leis importance. There were 
{T^a^^ exadly the fame number at St. Thomas, and they 
bj govern- had the fame deftination, but were much more con- 
licTc th^. fiderable. Of three hundred and forty-five plan- 
tations, which were feen at Santa Cruz, one hundred 
and fifty were covered with fugar-canes. In the two 
former iflands, the plantations acquire what degree 
of extent it is in the power of the planter to give 
them, but in the laft, every habitation is limited to 
three thoufand Danilh feet in length, and two thou- 
fand in breadth. 

St. John is inhabited by one hundred and ten white 
men, and by two thoufand three hundred and twen- 
ty-four flaves : St. Thomas, by three hundred and 
thirty-fix white men, and by four thoufand two hun- 
dred and ninety-fix flaves: Santa Cruz, by two thou- 
fand one hundred and thirty-fix white men, and by 
twenty-two thoufand two hundred and forty-fiaur 
^ ilaves. There are do freed men at St. John's, and 
only fifty-two at St. Thomas, and one hundred and 
fifty-five at Santa Cruz ; and yet the formalities re- 
quired for granting liberty, are nothiug more than a 
fimple enrolment in a court of juftice. If fo great a 
facility hath not multiplied thefe k&a of benevolence, . 
it is becaufe they have been forbidden to thofe who - 
had contraded debts. It hath been apprehended, 
that the debtors mi^t be ^tempted to be generous at 
the ezpence of their creditors. 

This law appears to me a very prudent one ; with 
fome mitigation it might be of ferrice, even in our 
coMutrics, I fhould very much approve, that all ci- 
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tixem inveftcd whh honourable funSions, either at b o o t 
' court, in the army, in the church, or in the maglftra- . , ''' ' , . 
cy, ihould be fufpended whenever they fhould be le- 
gally fued by a creditor, and that they fhould be un- 
remittingly deprived of their rank whenever they 
fhould be declared infolvent by the tribunals. It ap- 
pears to me that money would then be lent with 
more confidence, and borrowed with gceater circum- 
fpeAioD. Another advantage which would accrue from ^ 

fuch a regulation, would be, that the fubaltern or- 
ders of men, who imitate the cuftoms and the pre- 
judices of the higher ciafe of citizens, would foon be 
apprehenlive of incurring the fame ■ difgrace ; and 
that fidelity in engagements would b«:ome one ' of 
the charaderiiUcs of the national manners. 

The annual produdions of the Daniih illands are 
Tcduced to a fmall quantity of coffee, to a great deal 
of cotton, to feventeen or eighteen millions weight 
of raw fugar, and to a proportionate quantity of rum. 
Fart of th;.-fe commodities are delivered to the £n- 
^iih, who are proprietMS of the beft plantations, and 
in pofieffion of the Have trade. We have before us 
at prefent, very authentic accounts, which prove that 
from 1756 to 1773, that nation hath fold in the Da- 
nifh fettlements of the New World, to the amount 
of 2,307,686 livres 11 fols [96,1531. 128. l-fd-]. and 
carried off to the value of 3,197/347 livres 5 fols 6 
deniers [133,110!. 6s. o^.]. North America receives 
likewife fonie of tfaefe produAions in exchange for 
its cattle, for its wood, and for its fiour. The re- 
mainder is conveyed to the mother- country upon 
forty fhips of one hundred, and from that to four hun- 
dred tons burden. The greateft part is confumed in 
Denmark, and there is fcarcely fold in Germany, or 
in the Baltic, for more than the value of one million 
of livres [41,6661. 13s. 4d.]. 

The lands fufceptible of cultivation in the Danifli 

iflands are not all tilled, and thofe which are, might be 

improved. According to the opini9n of the beft-in- 

^iimed men, the produce of thefe poffelfions might 
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BOOK eafily be tncteafed by one tbizd, or perhaps by one 

One gr^t obftade to this inereafi: of riches, is 
the extremely narrow circtmiftaDce* of the colonifb. 
They owe 4,5cx:,QQO hvres [187,5001] to gorerameiit, 
x,ioo,ooo llvres [50,000!.] to the trade of the mother- 
conntry, and zAfi^o^iyo livres [1,109,590!. Ss. 4d.] 
to tiM J>utch, who, fnun the immeQlity of their ca^ 
{Htals, and the impoffibiiity of employing them all 
tfaemielves, neceflarily become the creditcus of all 
luttons. 

The avidity of the treafury puts frelh reftraints 
upon induftry. The prorifians and merchandife 
which are not peculiar to the country, or which hare 
not been tn<ou^t upon DaniAi veflels, are obliged to 
pay four per cent, upon their departure from Emtipe. 
The natioaal and foreign commodities equally pzy- 
&z per cent, on their arrival iu the tllaads ; i9 livres 
[?5P.] arc required for every frefh Negro brought in, 
and a poll-tax of 4 livres 10 fols [3s. 9d.]. Some 
lifiayy ditties are iaid upon &&mpt paper ; an impoft 
of 9 livies [7s, &i.] for each tlioufand foot fquue *£ 
ground, and lihe tenth ot' the price of every habita- 
tion that i$ fyid. The pcodu^ns ^re all fubjeAed 
to five per cent, duty on their loavlng the colonies, 
4ad to three pf r cent, on their arrival in any of the 
ports of the niothcr-couotry, excluiivc of the duties 
whiph are paid for rum when coafumed in retail. 
Thefe tributes coUeAively bring in to the crown an 
income of eight or nine hundred thoufand livres. 
[from 53,3331. 6b. 8d. to 37,500!.] 

It is time that tite court of Copenhagen ihould give 
up thefe numerous and opprelTive taxes. Well* 
grounded motives of intereil ought certainly to fug- 
geil the fame kind of conduit to all the powers that 
have poffeflions in the New WoiJd. But Denmark 
if B^Qie particularly compelled to this aA of geneio- 
ftty. ' ThQ planters are loaded with fuch enormous 
debts, that they will never bfe able to rfepay the ca- 
pitals^ and cannot, even make good the arrears, unlefs 
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the treefurjr Ihould entirely drop every kmd of daim book 
upon tbean. , "*• . 

But can fucb a prudent mcafuce be eape&d, ei- 
t^r in Denmark: or olfe'wiiere, as long ai the public 
cspencea ihsll exceed the public revenues ; aa long as 
the fitzl erentB, which, in the prcfent order, or r^ec 
difofder, of tbkiga, are perpetually renewed, fha)! 
compel adnainiftration to double w to trehk tbc bur- 
den of their unfortunate, *aA already crverloaded fub- 
jeSit ; as long as the council) of the fovereigns ihall 
»&. without any certain Tiews, and without any fet- 
tled plan ; as long as'miniftcrs Aiall condn£t them< 
ielvca, as if the empire, or tbeir fundiom, were to 
end the next day ; as long as the national treafures ^ 
Ihall be exhaufled by unparalleled depiedationj, and 
that its indigence fhall only be temored by extrara. 
gant fpeculations, the ruinous confegnencec of which 
will iKit be perceived, or will be neglc<^ed, for the 
triSing ad.TaD£agc8 of the BKfflent ? and to make t^ 
of an energetic, but true metaphoi, one that is terri. 
fying, but fymbolical of what is pracaifed in all conn- 
tries ; ai long as the folly, the avarice, the diffipuion, 
tbe degradatrao, or the tjnanny of the rulers, ihall 
have rendered the tceafuzy fo much exlmufin^ or ra> 
pecious, as to induce them to bum ibe bareejt, nt or- 
dtr tbe vwnJpeedUy to coUeS tbe prite of^e e^s .' 

If the treafury were by chance to become wker 
and more generous in Denmark than they have been, 
or than they are in any other part of the globe, the 
iflanda of St. Thinnas, of St. John, and of Santa 
Cruz, might poifibly profper, and their produ&ioni 
might, in feme meafnre, compenfatc for the QiHluiig 
value of thofe of tbe mother-conntry. 

The provincct which at prefiuit eooilitate the do- Rapid 
mains of tins Aate in. Euzope, were fijonerly i'lde-^'^^^ 
pendent of each other. Revohitions, maA of tbe»po*cr. 
of a fingular nature, have united them infio one king- - 
dom. In the centre of this heterogeneous cMnpo& 
tion are Ibme iflands, the principal of which b called ' 
Zealand. It has an excellent pest, though^ in the 
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BOOK eleventh century it was but a little filhing town ; it 
. ^ ^''• ^^ . became a place of importance in the thirteenth ; in 
the fifteenth, the capital of the kingdom ; and, fince 
the fire in Z728, which confumed fixteen hundred 
and fifty houfes, it is a handfome city. To the fouth 
of tfaefe iflands is that long and narrow peninfula, 
which the ancients called the Cimbrian Cherfonefua. 
Jutland, Slefwick, and Holftein, the mt^ important 
and eztenfive parts of this peninfula, have been fuc- 
celGvely added to the Daniih dominions. They have 
been more or lefs flourifhing, in proportion as they 
have felt the effeds of the reftleflhel^ of the. ocean, 
which fometiides retires from their coafts and fome- 
times overwhelms them. In thefe countries, one may 
fee a perpetual ftruggle between the inhabitants and 
the fea, an inceflant conteft, the fuccels of which 
hath always been equivocal. The inhabitants of fuch 
a country will be free from the moment they feel 
that they are not fo. Mariners, iflanders, and moun- 
taineers, will not long remain under the yoke of def- 
potifm. 

. Nor is Norway, which conltitutes part of the Da- 
niih dominions, more adapted to fervitude. It is co- 
vered with Hones or rocks, and interfered by chains 
of high and barren mountains. Lapland contains 
only a few wild people, either fettled upon the fea- 
coafts, for the fakC' of fiihing, or wandering through 
frightful deferts, and filbfifting by the chafe, by their 
furs, and their rein>deer. Iceland is a miferable 
country, which has been many times overturned by 
volcanos and earthquakes, and conceals within its 
bowels a quantity of combuftible matter, which in an 
inllant may reduce it to a heap of ruins. With re- 
fpe£t to Greenland, which the common people look 
upon as an ifland, and which geographers confider as 
united towards the weft: to the American conrinent ; 
• ■ it is a vaft and barren country, condemned by nature 

to be eternally covered widi fnow. If ever thefe 
countries fhould become populous, they would be in- 
dependent of each other, and of the king of Dea- 
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mark, who thinks at prefent tbat he rules 'over their b o o e 
wild inhabitants, becaufc he calls himfelf their king, ^"- . 
while they know nothing of the matter. ' 

, The climateof the Danifh iflaods in Europe is not 
£0 fevere as might be conjedured Attm the latitude 
they lie in. If the navigation of the gulfs which 
funuund them be fometimes interrupted, it is not fo 
much by ice formed there, as by what is driven thi- 
ther by the winds, and by degrees collefts into a 
mafs. All the provinces wliich make part of the 
German continent, except Jutland, partake of the 
German temperature. The cold is very moderate 
even on the coafls of Norway. It rains there often 
during the winter, and the port of Berghen is fcarcc- 
ly once clofed by ice, while thofe of Amlterdam,. Lu- 
bec, and Hamburgh, are fliut up ten times in the 
courfe of the year. It is true, that this advantage is 
dearly purchaled by thick and perpetual fogs, which 
make Denmark a difagreeable and melancholy re- 
fidence, and its inhabitants gloomy and low-fpiriced. 

The population of this empire is not proportioned 
to its extent. In the earlier ages it was ruined by 
continual emigrations. The piratical enterprifes which 
fucceed'ed to thefe, kept up this ftate of poverty, and 
anarchy prevented the government from remedying 
evils of fuch magnitude and importance. The double 
tyranny of the prince over one order of his fubjeds, 
who fancy themfelves to be free, under the title of 
nobles, and of the nobility over a people entirely de~ 
' prived of hberty, extinguilhes even the hopes of an 
increafe of population. The bills of mortality of all 
the ftaies of Denmark, excepting Iceland, taken to- 
gether, make the deaths in 1771 amount only to 
55,135 ; fo that, upon the calculation of thirty-two 
living to one dead perfon, the whole number of in- 
habitants does not amount to more than i,764,.ooo. 

Independent of many other caufes, the weight of 
impolls is a great obftacle to their profperity. There 
are fixed taxes payable on land, arbitrary ones col- 
lected by way c^ capitation, aod daily ones levied on 
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BOOB eraifumpdoD. Iliis o{^reffion is the mcare unjufi, ai 
. "*• p the crown poflefies a very confiderable domain, and 
hath likewife a certain refonrce in the ftraita of the 
Souod. Six tboufaod nine hundred and thirty fiiips, 
which, if we may judge from the accounts of the year 
1768, annually pafs into or out of the Baltic, pay at 
the entrance of that fea about one per cent, upon all 
the commodities they are laden with. Thia fpecies 
of tribute, which, though difficult to colled, brings 
in to the ftate two milHons five hundred tboufand 
livres [104,166!. 139. 4d.], is received in the bay of 
Elfinoor, under the guns of the caftle of Chionen- 
butg. It is aftoniAiing that the fituation of this bay, 
nd that of Copenhagen, ihould not have fuggeftsd 
the idea of forming a ftaple here, where all the com- 
mercial nations of the north and fouth might meet, 
and exchange the prodace of their climates and their 
induftry. 

With the funds anfing from tributes, dontins, cuf< 
toms, and foreign fubfidies, this ftate maintains an 
, army of twenty-five thoufand men, which u compof- 

ed (H foreigners, and is reckoned the very worft.body 
of trof^ in Europe. On the other hand, its fleet is 
in the higheft reputation. It con&As of twenty-fevcii 
Ihips of the Une, and of one-and-thirty ihips of war, 
but of inferior rates. Twenty-fottr thoufand regiftered 
feamfn, moft of whom are contlnuaUy employed, form 
a certain refource for their navy. To their miliCary 
expences, the government have of kte years added 
others, for the encouragement of manu^£turet and 
arts. If we add to theft, four millions of Uvres 
[166,66^. 13s. 4d.3 for the neceflary expeoccs and 
amu^raents of the court, and ahout the ikrac fum 
for the tntereft of the national debt, amoustisg to 
ferenty millions [1,916,666!. 13s. 4d.}; we AiaU ac- 
count for the diflribution of twenty-three niillioiu of 
livres [958,333!. 68. 8d.}, which form the reveooc of 
the crown. 

It was with a view 1^ fccuring thefe feveral 
branches, that the government, in iy^6, pcohibite^ 
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die ufe of jeireb, and gbld and filrer ftuffi, we nay book 
Tcnture to fiy, there were plainer aad eafier means . , „ ^ 
to be uied ibr that purpofe. They' Ibould have afao- 
Uihed that multitude o£ dii&:ulties, which clog the 
commeTciat intezcoorle of the citizens, and hinder a 
free communication between the dijSerent parts of 
the kiogdoca. The trade of Iceland, of Greenland, 
of the States of Baibary, and the whale-filhery, 
fliouW have been laid open to all the traders of the 
nation. The trade of the iflands of Fero, abfurdly 
^TcQ up to the fovereign, ihould have been reftored 
to the people. All the members <j£ the ftate ihould 
have been freed from the obligation that was impQfed 
upon them in 1726, of providing themfelves with 
wine, fait, brandy, and tobacco, from GopenhBgcd ■ 
itfelf. 

In the prefent ftate of affairs, their exportationa 
arc but fmalL In the provinces on the German con- 
tinent, they confift of five or . fix thoufand beeves, 
three or four thouland faorfcs fit for cavalry, and fome 
rye, which it fold to the Swedes and Dutch. For 
fome ytiis paft, Denmark hath confumed all the 
wiieat wlucb Fionia and Aland ufed to export to 
other nations. Thofe two iflands, as well as Zealand, 
have noW no other traffic but in thofe magnificent 
harnefies which are purchafed at fo dear a rate by 
all who love fine horfes. The trade of Norway con- 
fifts of herrings, timber, mads, tar, and iron. Lap- 
land and Greenland produce fins. From Iceland is 
procured cod, whale blubber, the ml of fesls, and 
manatees, fulphur, and that luxurious down fo cele- 
brated under the name of eider-down. 

We ihall dofe here the details into which the 
commerce o£ Denmark hath neceflarily-led ns; and 
which are fufficient to convince that power, that no- 
ihing contributes fo much to her intereft as having 
the fole poflefficra and traffic of all the produAions of 
her American iflands. Let ui warn her, that the 
more Emited her poffeffions are in the New World, 
the more attentive ought fhe to be, not to ftififer any 
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BOO K of the advantages flic may Jerive from them to efcape 
. „ _ ' _f her: let us warn her, as well as all the governments 
of the earth, that the difeafes of empii^s are not 
among the number of thofe whichare cured of tbem- 
felves ; that they grow more inveterate with age, and 
that it is feldom their curp is facilitated by fortunate 
circumftances ; that it is almoft always dangerous to 
put off, to a diftant period, either the accompliihing 
of any good purpofe we may have in view, or the 
removal of any evil we may expert to remedy at the 
time ; that for one inftance of fuccefs obtained by 
temporidng, hiftory affords a thoufand, where the fa- 
vourable opportunity hath been mififed for having 
been too long waited for ; that the ftruggles of a fove- 
reign are always thofe of a fingle man againll all, 
unlefs there be feveral fovereigns, who have one com- 
mon intereft between them ; that alliances are no- 
thing more than preparations for treachery ; that the 
power of a feeble nation grows.only by imperceptible 
degrees, and by efforts which are always thwarted by 
the-jealoufy of other nations, unlefs it fliould emerge 
at once from its ftate of mediocrity by the daring 
exertions of fome impatient and formidable genius ; 
that a man of fucb genius may be waited for a long 
time, and that even he riflts every thing, fince his at- 
tempts may terminate equally in the aggrandizement 
of the ftate or in its total ruin. Let us warn Den- 
mark in particular, that while flie is expeding the 
appearance of this man of genius, the fafeft thing for 
her is to be fenfible of her poiirion, and the wifeft, 
is to be convinced, that if powers of the firft clafs 
feldom commit faults without impunity, the leaft ne- 
gligence on the part of fubaltem fovereignries, which 
have not any fpeedy or great refource in the po0ef- 
lion of immenfe and opulent territories, cannot but 
be attended with fatal confequences. Let us not 
conceal from her, that all petty ftates are deftined to 
aggrandize therafelves or to difappear, and that the 
bird which dwells in a barren climate, and lives 
amidft arid rocks, ought to a<^ as a bird of prey. 
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BOOK XIU. 

Settkment of tbe French m the American Ifiaads. 

r).ISTORY entertains us with nothing but the ac- b o o E 
couRti^f conquerors, who have employed themfelves . ^I"- ^ 
at the expence of the lives and the happinefs of their coj,^ 
iubjcds in extending their dominions ; but it doth coniidca«- 
not fet before our eyes the example of one fovereign S^tft^ 
who hath thought of reftrainiiig tbe limits of them. ji'^P"'^ 
Would not this meafure, however, have been as pru- 
dent as the other has been fatal, and may we not 
judge of the extent of empires in the fame manner 
as we do of the increafe of population ? A vaft em- 
pire, and an immenfe population, may be two great 
evils. Let there be few men, but let them be hap- 
py ; let the empire be fmall, but well governed. The 
fate of fmall Hates is to be extended, and of large 
.ones to be difmembered. 

The increafe of power, which moll of the govern- 
ments of Europe have fiattered themfelves with, from 
their poiTeffions in the New World, hath for too long 
a time engaged my attention, not to have induced 
me frequently to conGder within myfelf, or to in- 
quire of men more enlightened, what idea it was 
proper to entertain of fettlements formed at fo much 
expence, and with fo much labour, in another hemi- 
fphere. 

Doth our real happinefs require the enjoyment of 
the things which we go in fearch of at fuch a di-' 
ftance ? Is it our fate for ever to perfevere in fuch 
&£titious inchnations ? Is man born eternally to 
wander between the Iky and the waters ? Is he a 
bird of pafFage, or doth he refemble other animals, 
whofe moft diftant excurfions are exceedingly limit- 
ed P Can the articles of commerce we derive from 
thence be an adequate compenfation for the lofs of 
the citizens who leave their country, to perifb, either 
by the diforders with which they are attacked dur- 



uy Google 



271 HISTMIV OF SETTLSMKNTS AND TRADE 

BOOK ing their voyage, or by Ihe climate at their arrival ? 
■ At fuch conliderable dillaace, what ioflueoce can the 
laws of the mother-country have upon the fubjcfts ? 
and how will their obedience to thofe laws be enfor- 
ced ? Will not the abfence of the witnefles and 
judges of our adions neceflarily induce corruption in 
our manners, and occaOon in time the fubverfion of 
the moft wife inftitutions, when virtue and juftice, 
which are the bails on which they are founded, Iball 
no longer fubfift ? By what firm tie ihall we fecure 
a pc^Hion, from which we are feparated by an im- 
nienfe interval ? Hath the individual, who paflei bis 
Whole life in voyages, any idea of the fpirit of pa- 
triotifin ? and among all the countries he is obUged 
to traverfe, is there any one which he ftill confiders 
as his own f Can colonies intereft themfelves to a 
certain degree in the misfortunes or profperity of the 
mother-country? and can the mother- country hi 
very fincerely rejoiced or afflifled at the fete of the 
colonies? Do not the people feel a ftrong propen- 
fity, either of governing themfelves, or of g:iving 
themfelves up to the 6rft power which hath ftrength 
enough to get poffeffion of them ? Are not the di- 
reAors, fent over to govern them, confidered as ty- 
rants, who would be deftroyed, were it not for the 
refpefl borne to the perfon whom they reprefent ? 
Is not this extenfion of empire contrary to nature ? 
and muft not every thing that is contrary to nature 
have an end ? 
' Would the man be confidered as bereft of under- 

Sanding, who Ihoutd fay to the nations : Your au- 
thority muft either ceafe on the other continent, or 
you muft mate it the centre of your empire ? This 
is the alternative you have to cboofe : you nnift ei- 
ther remain in this part of the world, and increafe 
the profperity of the Jand on which you are placed, 
and upon which you dwell ; or if the other hemi- 
fphere fliould oSer you more power, flrength, fecu- 
rity, or bappineis, you muft go and fettle upon it. 
Convey to it your authority, and your arms, your 
4 
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Wartnerr and your laws will profper there. Do ye B o o k 
think that your commands will be obeyed upon a ^ ^'''" 
fpot where you do not refide, when the abfence even 
of the mafter is always attended with fome difagree- 
able ciccumftance in the narrow limits of his own fa- 
mily ? The fway of a monarch can only be efta- 
bhlhed in the kingdom where he dwells ; and it is 
ftiU no eafy matter to reign there with propriety! 
Wherefore, O fovereign I haft thou aflembled nu- 
merous armies in the centre of thy kingdom ? Where- 
fore are thy palaces furrounded with guards ? It is 
becaufe the perpetual threats of thy neighbours, the 
fubmiffion of thy people, and the fecurity of thy fa- 
cred perfon, require thefe precautio'ns. Who will be 
refponfible for the fidelity of yourdillant fabjecls ? 
Your fceptre cannot reach to thoufands of leagues, 
and your ftiips can but imperfeftly fapply this autho- 
rity. This is the decree pronounced by fate upon 
your colonies : You muft either renounce them, or 
they will renounce you. Confider, that your power 
ceafes of itfelf, beyond the natural limits of your own 
dominions. 

Thefe ideas, which begin to arife in the minds of 
men, would have excited them to revolt at the com-' 
mencement of the feventeenth century. Every thing 
was then in commotion in moft of the countries of 
Europe. The thoughts of all men were generally 
turned towards the concerns of the New World, and 
the French appeared as impatient as other nations to 
take a fliare in them. 

Ever fince the fatal cataftrophe of the alTaffination Fitfl eip.- 
of the beft of their kings, that nation had been inJ'h-F"'^h 
perpetual confufion, from the caprices of an intrigu- to^h^Al 
ing queen, the opprefliona of a rapacious foreigner, JJJ^j^ 
and the fchemes of a weak-minded favourite. A ifljnd». 
defpotic minifter began to enflave her ; when fome of 
her failors, excited as much by a defire of indepen- 
dence, as by the allurement of riches, failed towards 
the Caribbee Iflands, in hopes of making themfelves 
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BOOK mailers of the Spanifli vefiels, that frequented tbofe 
^ ^"' ^ feas. Their courage had been fuccef^ul on many 
occafions ; but they were at laft oUtged, in order to 
refit, to feek for an afylum, which they found at St. 
Chriftopher's in 1635. This ifland appeared to them 
a proper place for fecuring the fuccefs of their expe- 
ditions, and they were therefore defirous of procuring 
a fettlement upon it. Defnambuc, their chief, not 
only obtained leave to form an eftabhfhment there, 
but likewife to extend it at far as he was either de- 
firous or was able to do, in the great Archipelago of 
America. Government required, for this penmffiMi 
merely, without giving any afliftance to the projeft, 
or encouraging it with any proteftion, the tenth 
part of the produce of every colony that might be 
. founded. 
ThcTreDdi A Company was formed in 1626, in order to reap 
'*^^^-^ the benefit of this concefBon. Such was the cuftran 
^d^n. of thofe times, When trade and navigation were yet 
^J^P"" in too weak a ftate to be intrufted to private hands. 
This company obtained the grcateft pnvileges. The 
government gave them, for twenty years, the pro- 
perty of all the illands they fliould cultivate, and 
empowered them to exaSt a hundred weight of to- 
bacco, or fifty pounds of cotton, of every inhabitant 
from fixteen to fixty years of age. They were like- 
wife to enjoy an exclufive right of buying and felling. 
A capital of forty-five thoufand livres [1875I.3 only, 
and which was never increafed to three times that 
fum, procured them all thefe advantages. 

It feemed impoflible to rife to any degree of pro- 
fperjty with fuch inadequate means. Confiderable 
numbers, however, of bold and enterprifing men 
came from St. Chriftopher's, who hoifted the French 
flag in the neighbouring iflands. Had the company, 
wluch excited this fpirit of invafion by a few privi- 
leges, a^ted upon a confiftent and rational plan, the 
ftate muft foon have reaped fome benefit from this 
I'eftlefs difpofition. But, unfortunately, an inordi- 
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kat« tfaJrll of gain rendered them unjuft and cruet ; b o o k 
ft confequcnce that eter has, and ever will attend a ■_, ^"^ ,„; 
.fpirit of monopoly, ' "' 

The Dutchi apprifed of this tyraony, came and 
offered provifions and merchandlfe on far more mo- 
derate terms, and made propofah which were readilj 
accepted. This laid the foundation of a connedioa 
between thofe republicans and the coloniftt, that 
could never afterwards be broken; and formed a 
competition, not only fatal to the company in the 
New World, where it prevented the fale of their car- 
goes, but even purfued them in all the markets of £u* 
rope, where the contraband traders underToId all 
the produce of the French illandi. Difcouraged by 
thefe deferved difappoiotments, the company funk in- 
to a total ftate of inaftivity, which deprived them of 
tnoft of their emoluments, without leuening any of 
their expcncest In their defpair, they gave up, la 
163Z, their charter to a new company, who in their 
turn ceded it alfo to another, in 164Z. In vun did 
the miniflry facrifice to the laft company the duties 
they had referved to themfelves ; this indulgence 
could not change the pernicious fyftem which had 
been hitherto the perpetual caufe of all the calami- 
ties. A new revolution therefore fo(Hi became ne- 
ceflary. Theexhaufted company, to prevent their 
total ruin, and that they might- not fink uAder the 
weight of their engagements, put their pofleffions up 
to auction : they were moftly bought up by their re- 
fpe^ive governors. 

In 1649, fioifferet purchafed, for feventy-three 
thouiand Uvres [3041I. 13s. 4d.], Guadalupe, Mari- 
galante, the iHand called Tbe SahUs, and all the ef- 
feds belonging to the company on thefe feveral 
iflands : he afterwards parted with half in favour of 
Houel, his brother-in-law. In 1650, Duparquet paid 
but fixty thoufand Uvres [2500I.] for Martinico, St. 
Lucia, Granada, and the Granadines. Seven years 
after, he fold Granada and the Granadines to Count 
Cerillac, for one. third more than he had given for 
Sij 
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BOO K his whole purchafe. In 1651, Malta purchafed Sf- 
. ^"'•_, Chriftopher's, St. Martin, St. Bartholomew, Santa 
Cruz, and Tortuga.for forty thoufand crowns [5000I.}, 
which were paid by the commandant De Poincy, who 
governed thofe iflands. The knighti of Malta were 
to hold tliem in fief of the crown, and were not al< 
lowed to intrutl any but a Frenchman with the ad- 
miniftration of them. 

The new pofTeffors enjoyed an unlimited authority, 
and difpofed of the lands. All places, both civil and 
military, were in their gift. They had the right of 
pardoning thofe whom their deputies condemned to 
death ; in a word, they were fo many petty fovereigns. 
It was natural to exped, as their domains were under 
their own infpe^on, that agriculture would make a 
rapid progrefs. This conjeflure was in feme meafure 
reaUzed, notwithftanding the contefls, which were 
nccelTarily iharp and frequent under fuch mafters. 
However, this fecond ftate of the French colonies did 
not prove more beneficial to the nation than the firih 
The Dutch continued to fnrniOi them with provifions, 
and to carry away the produce, which they fold in- 
difcriminately to all nations, even to that which ought 
to have reaped the fole advantage of it, becaufe it 
was her own property. 

The mother-country fuffered confiderably from this 
evil, and Colbert miftook the means of redrefs. That 
great man, who had for fome time prefided over the 
finances and trade of the kingdom, had begun upon 
a wrong plan. The habit of hving with the farmers 
of the revenue under the adminiftration of Mazarin, 
had accuftomed him to confider money, which is but 
an inftrument of circulation, as the fource of every 
thing. He imagined that manufaftures were the 
readieft way to draw it from abroad j and that in the 
workfliops were to be found the beft refources of the 
flate, and in the tradefmen the moft ufeful fubje^ 
of the monarchy. To increafe the number of thefe 
men, he thought it proper to keep the neceflkries of 
life at a low price, and to difcourage the exportation 
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ef com. The prodadion of materials was the leafl b o-o k 
objeift of his care, and he bent his whole attention to '"''; 
the inanufai£turing of them. This preference of in- •' 
duftry to agriculture became the reigning taile, and 
unfortunately this deflrudive fyftem ftitl prevails. 
■ Had Colbert entertained juft notions of the ipi- 
provement of lands, of the encouragemetit it requires, 
and of the liberty the huftandman nwft enjoy, he 
would have purfued, in 1664, a very different plan 
from that which he adopted. It is well known that 
he redeemed Guadalupe, and its dependent illands, 
for one hundred and tweaty-five thoufand hvrei 
[5208I. 6s. 8d.] ; Martinico for forty thoufand crowns 
£50001.] ; Granada for a hundred thoufand livrea 
[41661. 13s. 4d.] ; and all the poffeflions of Malta for 
five hundred thoufand livres [20,8331. 6s. 8d.]. So 
iar his conduifl deferved commendation : it was fit 
that he fhould reftore fo many branches of fovcreign- 
ty to the body of the ftate. But he ought never to 
have fubmitted poffeffions of fuch importance to the 
eppreffionsof an exclufive company ; a. meafure for- 
bidden as much by pall experience, as by reafon. It 
is probable, that the miniftry expeded that a com- 
pany, wbich was to be incorporated into thofe of 
Africa, Cayenne, and North Americ'a, and interefted 
in the trade that wae beginning to be carried on 
upon the coalts of St. Domingo, would obtain a ftrong 
and permanent power, as well from the great con- 
nexions it would have an opportunity of forming, as 
from the facility with which it might repair, in one 
part, the misfortunes it hadji^Cuftained in another. 
They thought to fecure th'ttiStttttfe fplendour of the 
company, by" lending ther)i}irii#"r.tenlh part- of the 
amount of their capital, free-ftom intereft for four 
years, by permitting the exportation of all provifions 
duty-free into their fettlements, and by prohibiting, 
as much as they could, the competition of the Dutch. - 

Notwithftanding all thefe favours, the company 
was never in any flourilhing ftate. The errors they 
fell into feemed to increafe, in proportion to the num- 
Siij 
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BOOK ber of conceffions that had been iojtidicioufly grant* 
. ^"^ f ed to them. The knavery of their agents, the dejec- 
tion of the colonifts, the deTaftations of wnr, with 
other caufes, concurred to throw their afiairs into ti)e 
utmoft confufion. Their ruin was advancing, and 
appeared inevitable in 1674, when the ftate judged it 
proper to pay off their debts, which amounted to 
three millions fin huudlred and twenty-three thou- 
fand livres [146,7911. 13s. 4d.}, and to reimburfe 
them their capital of one milUon two hundred eighty- 
feven thoufand one hundred and eighty-iiTe Jjvres 
[53,632!. 14s. id.]. Thefe generous terms rdlored 
to the body of the ftate thofe valuable polTelfiona 
which had bee)i hitherto, »s it were, alienated from 
it. The colonies became entirety French, and all the 
citizens, without diflindion, were at liberty to go 
and fettle there, or to open a communication with 
them. 

It would be difficult to exprefs the tranfports of 

^^ joy which this event excited in the iilands. They 

libmr- vrere now freed from the chains under wliich they 
«kA.,i^ ,. had ft) long been oppreffed, and nothing feemed ca- 

f)able of abating for the future, the afiive fpirit of 
abour and induHry. Every individual gav^ a full 
fcope to his ambition, and thought himfelf at the 
eve of making an immenfe fortune. If they were 
deceived in thefe expedations, this cannot be attri- 
buted either to their prefumption or their indolence. 
Thdr hopes were very natural, and their whole con- 
dud was fuch as juftified and confirmed them. Un- 
fortunately, the prdjufdices of the mother-country 
threw infurmountablfe iifficultiee in their way. 

Firft, it was reqfttotd( even in the iflands, that 
every free man, arid every flare of either fex, fliould 
pay an annual poll-tax of a hundred weight of raw 
fiigar. It was in vain urged, that the condition im- 
pofed upc»i the colooies, to trade only with the mo- 
ther-country, was of itfelf a fufficient hardfliip. and 
H reaJiH) why they fliould be exempted from all othu 
taxes. Thefe reprefentatioiis wer« not atteqded to, 
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33 ^y ought to hare been. Whether fiom oscef-B o o s 
. fity, «: from ignorance oq the part of government, ,_ . ^" .',. 
thofe culcivators who ought to hare been affifted with 
loans without intereft, or with gratuities, iaw part of 
their harveft coUeded by gncdy fiumers of the re- 
Ttnue ; which, had it been Eetamcd into thdr own 
fertile fields, would gradually have inoreafed their 
produce. 

While the iflands were thus deprived of part of 
their produce, the fpirit of mosiopoly was uking ef- 
ftdual naeafures in France to induce the price of 
what was left them. The privilege of buying it up, 
was limited to a few fea-portSL This was a mani&ft 
infringement of the effential rights veiled in die other 
liarbcHirB of Che Ungdom ; but to the colonies it prov- 
ed a very uoibrtunate refiri^on, becaufe it leffeoed 
the number of buyers and iellers ou the coaJ^ 

To this di&dvantage anotter ibon fucceeded. The 
snioiftry had endeavoured to exclude all foreign vef- 
feds from thofe diftant poficfflons, and had fucceeded, 
becaufe they were in eamcA. Thefe navigaton ob> 
tained, from motives of intereft, the privilege that 
was denied them by the laws. They purcbaled of 
the French merctuuats pafies to go to the colonies, 
where they. to<^ in their ladings, and carried them 
diredly to their own cotmtry. This diihooelly might 
have been ptisHbed and ftL[^re0ed by a variety of 
methods ; but the mc^ deftru^ve <me was adopted. 
All ihips were required to give in their return, not 
only at home but Ukewife at the ports from whence 
•tbey had litiled. This reftnust seceflarily occafioned 
M coofiderable expence to no purpofe, and could not 
jail of enhancing the pdce of American commodi- 
ties. 

Their increafc was alio checked by the duties with 
which they were overjaden ; tobacco was fubjeded 
to a duty of twenty fbis [lod.} per pound. The ufe 
of indigo was at firil prohibited in the dyes of the 
ikingdom, under a pretence that it fpoiled them, and 
that it would be prejudicial to one of the colture* of 
Siiij 
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B o o K the -mother^cauntry. But t? hen the moft obftinate 
^ "'- . pofons had been convinced, by repeated experiments, 
that indigo, when miked with paftel, or even when 
uTed slone. Tendered ..tlie colours more beauti- 
ful and more lalting, 'gorernment confined itfelf to 
the loading of it with taxes. They were fo heavy 
as to render the exportation of it impolfible.' It was 
not till 1693, that the tax was taken off the-iodiga 
which was intended for -fore^ners. ■ /'. 

The cacao' was taken out of the handsi.trf ijiono- 
poly, only to be fubje<^ed, in 1693, to a duty of 15 
fols [7-rU.] per pound, although it was fold, forrio 
more than 5. fols [i-j-d.] in ?he colonies. Its intro-- 
dudtioD in the kingdom .was at firft allowed only by 
Rouen and.MarfeiUes, and by this latter port alone, 
fiace the pretended liberty igranted toJt. 

Cotton, which had at.fidljefcaped the rigours of the 
trcafury, was taxed 3 livres [2s. . 6d.] per hundred 
weight in . 1604. U waste no purpole that half of 
this impoft was taken off. in 1691. This modifica- 
tion could not renew theif^nts that had been extir- 
pated. 

The confumption of ginger, which hath fome of 
the qualities of pepper, and which might ealily be 
ufed as a fuccedaneum, ought to have' been encoura- 
ged. A flop was put to it by a duty of 6 hvrcs [5s.} 
per quintal. It was afterwards reduced to 15 fols 
[77d.] ; but at that period, the loweft clafs of citi- 
' zens had contra^ed a dillike for that fpice, which it 
was impoflible to conquer. 

, The American callia.was purchafed in France for 
one quartet of the price that was paid for that of the 
Levaot. If a proper analyfis had been made of it, it 
would have difpelled the prejudices which were the 
caufe of this enormous difference in the price. But 
' government never thought of any expedient which 
might tend to increafe the riches of their poffeiQons. 

Sugar was the richeft production of the iHands till 
1669 : the diredl exportation of it into all the ports 
(f Europe had been allowed, as well as that of all the 
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proviQons of the colonies. At this period it was or- b o o k 
dered, that it ihould be only depofited in the bar- . -"'"' 
houTB of the kingdom. This arrangement- neceflarily 
enhanced its price, and foreigners, who could pur<. 
chafe it at a aheaper rate in odier parts, contracted 
the habit of going there in fearch of it. The refolu- 
tion, however, that was taken of liberating the fu- 
gar irom the duty oT 3 per cent, which it had ■ paid 
on its arrival, was the means of preferving fome. pur- 
chafers. A frelh miflake completed the ruin of this 
biftnch of trade. 

; The rtefiners, in 168a, petitioned that the exporta- 
tion of raw fugar might be prohibited ; in which, they 
feemed. to be iailuenced merely by public good. 
They alleged that it was repugnant to all found prin- 
otples, that the original produce Iboiild be fent away 
to fupport foreign manufaftures, and that the Hate 
ihould .voluntarily deprive itfelf of the profits of fo. 
valuable a labour. This plaufible reafoning made too 
great an imprelfioD on Colbert ; and the confequence 
of it was, that the refiniug of fugar was kept up at 
■ the fame exorbitant price, and the art itfelf never re- 
ceived any improvement. This was not approved 
by the people who confumed this article ; the French 
fugar-trade fank, and that of the rival nations was 
vifibly iucreafed. 

Some of the colonifts, obferving that the fyftem was 
not dropped, notwithftanding this fatal experiment, 
folicited leave to fine their own fugars. They were 
fupplied with fo many conveniences to go through 
this procefs at a trifling expence, that they flattered 
themfelves they might foon recover that preference 
they had loft in the foreign markets. This change 
was more than probable, had not every hundred weight 
of refined fugar they fent home been clogged with a 
duty of eight livres [6s. 8d.] on entering the kingdom. 
All that could be done, notwithftanding this heavy 
impofition, was to fupport the competition of the 
French refiners refiding in. the kingdom. The pro- 
duce of the fugar- houfcs in France, and of thofe iq 
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B o o K the colonies, were entirely confamed within the cm- 
^"'- pire ; and thus an important branch of trade vas ^- 
' ' ' ven up, rather than it ihould be acknowledged, that 
a miftake had been committed in prohibiting the ex- 
portation of raw fugars. 

From this period the cdonies, which fappHed twen- 
ty-feven millions weight of fugar, could not difpofe 
of the whole of it in die mother-country, which con- 
fumed but twenty millioos. As the confumption of 
it decreafed, no more was cultivated than i^as abfo- 
lately nece^ry. This medium could only be fettled 
in procefs of time ; and before this was effetfted, the 
commodity fell to an exceeding low price. This de- 
CEcafe Iq the value, which was aUb owing to the ne- 
gligent manner of making it, was fo great, that raw 
fugar, which fold for fourteen or fifteen lirres [^om 
IIS. 8d. to J18. 6d.j per hundred in 1682, fetched 
no more than five or fix [from 4s. ad. to 5s.] in 1713. 

The low price of the ftaple commodity would have 
made it ImpolHble for the colonifts to increafe the 
number oT their Haves, even if the government, by 
ki condufl, had not coatributed to this misfortune. 
The Negro trade was always in the hands of exclu- 
five companies, who imported but few, in order to 
be cert^n of felting them at a better price. We have 
good authority to auert, that in 1698 there were no^ 
twenty thoufand Negroes in thofe numerous fettle- 
ments ; and it may fafely be affirmed, Uiat mod of 
thefe had been brought in by cootmband traders. 
Fifty-four fhips of a moderate $ze were fidlicfept tq 
bring over the whole produce of thefe colonies. 

The French ifiands could not but fink under fo 
many difficulties. If the inhabitants did not forfake 
them, and carry the fruit of their induftry to other 
places, their perfeverance muft be attributed to re- 
fources that, did not depend upon admipillration. 
When fome production was opprefiied, the planter 
turned his attention fuddenly to another, wbidi had 
not yet attracted the notice of the treafury, or which 
they were apprehenfive of crufhing iiji its infancy. 
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The coafts were never fufficiently guarded to prevent book 
all the connedions formed with foreign navigators. . ^'*'' ^ 
The plunders of the freebooters were fometimes coo- 
verted into advances for culture. At length the pro- 
penfity which was daily increafing in the Old World 
for the produAiona of the New, greatly encouraged 
the multiplication of them. Thefe means, however, 
would never have been fuificient to raife the French 
. colonies from their ftate of languor. A great revo- 
lution was necefiary, and it was brought about in 
1716. 

At this period, a plain and fimple regulation was McaTwa 
fubftituted hi lieu of a multitude ot equivocal orders, ^'^J^L 
which rapacious officers of the revenue had, from vuiaiUet, 
time to time, extorted from the wants and weaknefs |^^^ 
of government. The merchandife dellined for the ma nfefoi. 
ct^onies was exempted from all taxes. The duties 
upon American commodities defigned for home con- 
fumption were greatly lowered. The goods brought 
over for exportation were to be entered and cleared 
out freely, upon paying three per cent. The duties 
laid upon foreign fugers were to be levied every where 
alike, without any regard to particular immunities, 
except in cafes of re-exportation in the ports of Bay- 
onne and Marfeilles. 

In granting fo many favours to her remote poflef- 
ilons, the mother- country was not unmindful of her 
own interefls. All merchandife pn^bited at home, 
was alfo forbidden in the colonies. To fecure the 
preference to its own manufaflures. it wat enacted, 
that even fuch commodities as were not prohibited 
ihould pay duty on their entry into France, although 
they were deitined for the colonies. Salt beef alone, 
which the mother-country could not fumiih in com- 
petition, was exempted from this duty. 

This regulation would have been as beneficial a 
one as the times would admit of, if the edi& had al- 
lowed that the trade from America, which till theft 
bad been confined to a few fea-ports, ihould be ge^ 
peial i and if it had rekaf^ ihips from the neceifit^ 
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»;tfo K of returning, to the place from whence they came, 
.^'"' Thefe reftraints limited the number of feamen, raifed 
the expences of navigation, and prevented the ex- 
portation of the produdions of the country. The 
perfoos who were thfn at the head of affairs ought to 
have been fenftble of thefe inconveniences, and no 
doubt intended one day to reftore to trade that free- 
dom and fpirit which alone can make it ftourHh. 
They were probably forced to facrifice their own 
Tiews lo the clamours of men in power, who openly 
difapproved of whatever oppofed their own intereft. 

Notwithftanding this weaknefs, the coloniffs, who 
had reliMSantly given up the hopes of an excellent 
■ ibil, beftowed tlicir utmoft induftry upon it, as foon 
as they were allowed that liberty. Their fuccefs 
aftonifhed all nations. If goverriment, on the arrival 
of the French in the New World, had only forefeen 
what they learned from experience a century later, 
the ftat« might foon have enjoyed, from the- advan-' 
tages of cultivation, that wealth which would have 
added more to its profperity than conqucfts ; it would 
not then have been as much ruined by its vidiories 
as by its defeats. Thpfe prudent minifters, who re- 
paired the loffes of war bv a happy revolution in 
trade, would not have had the mortification to fee 
that Santa Crui was evacuated in 1696, and St. Chri- 
ftopher's given up at the peace of Utrecht. Their 
toncern would have been greatly heightened, could 
they have forefeen that in 1763 the French would be 
reduced to deliver up the Granades to the £nglifh. 
Strange infatuation of the ambition of nations, or ra- 
ther of kings ! After faciificing thoufands of lives 
to acquire and to preferve a remote pofleffion, a gi:eat- 
er number moft ftill be lavilhed to lofe it. Yet Fiance 
has fome important colonies left : let us begin with 
Guiana, which lies to windward of all the reft. 

u,,;,^^ The people who roved about this vaft traft before 
the arrival of the Europeans, were divided into fe- 
vcral nations, none of which were very numerous. 
Their manners were the fame as thofe of the favages 
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of the fouthern continent. The Caribs only, who book 
from their numbers and courage were more turbulent ■ 
than the reft, diftinguilhed themfelves by a remark- Eampmu 
able cuftom in the choice of their chiefs. To be **J^"it, 
qualified to govern fuch a people, it was iieceflary a 
man Ihould have more ftrength, more intrepidity, and 
more knowledge, than the reft of his brethren j and 
that he fhould give evident and public proofs of thefe 
fuperior qualifications. 

The man, who afpired to the honour of command- 
ing his brethren, was previoufly to be well acquaint- 
ed with all the places fit for hunting and fifhing, and 
with all the fprings and roads. He was obliged to 
endure long and fevere fafts ; and was afterwards ex- 
pofed to carry burdens of an enormous weight. He 
ufed to pafs feveraL nights as a centlnel, at the en- 
trance of the carbet ot principal hut. He was bu- 
ried up to the waift in an ant's neft, where he re- 
mained few a confiderable time expofed to fharp and 
bloody flings. If in all thefe fituations he Ihowed a 
ftrength and fortitude fit to fupport the dacgem and 
hardftiips incident to the lives of favages ; if he was 
one who could endure every thing, and fear nothing ; 
he was declared fit to be their chief. He withdrew, 
however, as if confcious of what his intended dig- 
nity required^ and concealed himfelf under thick 
bufhes. The people went out to feek him in a re- 
treat, which made him more deferving of the pioft he 
feemed to decline. £ach of the affiftants trod upon 
his head, to ftiow him, that, being raifed from the 
duft by his equals, it was in their power to fink him 
into it again, if ever he fhould be forgetful of the 
duties of his ftation. Such was the ceremony of his 
coronation. Here we behead favages who had jufter 
notions of fovereignty, and were better acquainted 
with their privileges, than moft civilized nations are. 
After this political leflbn, all the bows and arrows 
were thrown at his feet ; and the nation was obedi- 
ent to his laws, or rather to his example. 

Such, were. the inhabitanti of Guiana, whea the 
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ao OK Spaniard Alphoofo de OJeda firft landed thertf id 
. ^'' ^ 1499. with Americus Vefpucius and John de la Cofa* 
He went over a pare of it ; but this experiment af- 
forded him only a fuperficial knowledge of fo vaft a 
country. Many others were undertaken at a greater 
ezpence, but they proved ftill more unfuccefsful. 
They were, however, ftill continued, from a motive 
which ever did and ever will deceive mankind. 

A report had prevailed, though its origin could 
not be difcoAvred, that in the interior parts of Guiana 
there was a countiy known by the name of El Dora- 
do, which contained immenfe riches in gold and pre- 
cious flones ; more mines and treafures than ever 
Cortez and Pizarro had found. This fable not only 
inflamed the ardent imagination of the Spaniards, 
but fired every natioji in Europe. 

Sir Walter Raleigh in particular, one of the moft 
extraordinary men that ever appeared in a country 
abounding in lingular chara£ters, was feiz£d with thu 
enthufiafm. He was paffionately fond of every thing 
that was magnificent ; he enjoyed a reputation fupe- 
rior to that of the greateft men ; he had more know- 
' ledge than thofe whofe immediate purfuit was learn- 
ing ; he poilefled a freedom of thinking uncommon 
in thofe days ; an'd had a kind of romantic turn in 
his fentiments and behaviour. This determined him, 
in 1595, to undertake a voyage to Guiana; but he 
returned without difcovering any thing relative to 
the fibjecl of his voyage. On his return, however, 
he publifhed an account, full of the moft brilliant 
impoftures that ever amufed the credulity of man.. 
kind. 

So fplendid a teftimony, determined fome French- 
men, in 1604, to fail towards thofe countries under 
the diredUon of La Ravardiere. Other adventurers 
of their nation foon followed their example. They 
all fubmitted to incredible fatigues. At length foms 
of them, rather difcouraged by the infinite laboura 
they underwent, than undeceived in their expeda- 
tioos, fettled on the ifland of Cayenne. 
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Some merchants of Rouen, thinking that this riGng b o o E 
fettlement might prove advantageous, united their . ^"'' . 
ftock in 1643. They intrufted their affairs in the TbcFrmdi 
hands of a man of a ferocious difpofition, named Pon- ^^ ""^^ 
cet de Britigny, who, having declared war both t^^ 
againft the colonics and the favages, wasfoon maf-|^^^* 
facred. ' vmj. 

This catallrophe having checked the ardour of the 
ailbciates, a new company was eftabliihed in 1651, 
which feemed to promiTe to be much more confider- 
able than the former. They fet out with Co large a 
capital as to enable them to colled, in Paris itfelf, 
feven or eight hundred colonifts. Thefe embarked 
on the Seine, in order to fail down to Havre de Grace. 
Unfortunately, the virtuous Abbrf de Marivault, who 
was the principal promoter of this undertaking, and 
was to have had the management of it as director, 
general, was drowned as he was ftepping into his boat. 
Roiville, a gentleman of Normandy, who was going 
over to Cayenne as general, was affaflinated in the 
paflage. Twelve of the principal adventurers, who 
were the perpetrators of this a£t, and had undertaken 
to put the colony into a flourilhing condition, be- 
haved there in as atrocious a manner as might be ex- 
peded from fo horrid a beginning. They hanged 
one of their own number ; two died ; three were ba- 
nifhed to a defert i0and ; the reft abandoned them- 
felves to every kind of excefs. The commandant of 
the citadel deferted to the Dutch, with part of his 
' garrifon. The remainder, that had efcaped hunger, 
poverty, altd the fury of the favages, which had been 
roufed by numberlefs provocations, thought them- 
felvei happy in being able to get over to the Lee- 
ward Iflands in a boat and two canoes. They aban- 
doned the fort, ammunition, arms, and merchandife, 
with five or fix hundred dead bodies of their wretch- 
ed companions, fifteen months after they had landed 
on the ifiand. 

A new company was formed in 1663, under the 
diredion of La Barre, mafter of requefts. Their capt- 
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BOO K tal Was no more than two hundred thoufand livre« 
. ^'"' [8333I. 6s. 8d.]. The afliftance they obtained from 
the miniftry, enabled thera to expel the Dutch, who, 
under the coaduA of Spranger, had taken polfeflion 
of the lands granted to them, after they had been 
evacuated by the firft pofleflbrs. A year after, this 
inconfiderable body made a part of the great com- 
pany, to which were united all thofe that the nation 
had formed for Africa and the New World. In 1667, 
Cayenne was infulted, pillaged, and abandoned by 
the Englifli ; the colonifls, who had fled from it, took 
poflellton of it again ; and it was again taken from 
them in 1672 by the fubjefts of the United Provin- 
ces, who could not keep it longer than to the year 
1676. At this period they were driven out by the 
Marflial D'Etrees ; but the colony hath not been at- 
tacked lince. 

This fettlement, fo often overturned, had but juft 
begun to be re-eftabli(hed, and to enjoy fome tran- 
quillity, when great hopes were entertained of its 
fuccefs. Some pirates, laden with fpoils they had 
gathered in the South Seas, came and fixed there ; 
and, what was of greater confequence, relblved to 
employ their treafures in the cultivation of the lands. 
It was probable that their plan would be profecuted 
with vigour, becaufe their means were great ; when 
toucaffe propofed to them in 1688, the plundering of 
Surinam. This excited their natural turn for plun- 
der ; the new colonifts became pirates again, and al- 
moft all the inhabitants followed their example. 

The expedition proved unfortunate. Sbme of the 
"befiegers fell in the attack ; the reft were taken pri- 
foners, and fent to the Caribbee Iflands, where they 
fettled. The colony has never recovered this lofs. 
Far from extending into Guiana, it has never been in 
a profperous ftate at Cayenne. 

This iUand, which is only parted from the conti- 
nent by one river, which is divided into two branches, 
jnay be about fourteen or fifteen leagues in circum- 
ference. By a particular formation, very rarely to be 
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met with in iilands, the land is high near the vatet- book 
fide, and low in the middle. Hence it is ioterfeded .J^"*^ . , . 
with fo many moralfes, that all communication is al- 
XBotl imprai^icable. The only town in the colony is 
'built in a plain of two miles in extent, where navi* 
gahle canals might have been made with cafe, though 
care hath not even been taken to drain the waters 
from it. This village confifts of a number of barracks^ 
heaped upon one another without order or conveni- 
ence, where fevers are rather frequent in fummer^ 
notwithftanding the boafted falubrity of the fpot. It 
is defended by a covered way, a large ditch, a mud 
tampart, and five baiUons. In the nuddle of the 
town is rather a confiderahle eminence, of which a 
ledoubt has been made, that is called the fort, where 
forty men might be able to capitulate after the place 
had been taken. The entrance ihto the harbour hath 
not much more than thirteen feet water. The lhip» 
might touch the ground at fourteen feet, but fortu- 
nately the mud is foft, and. the keel may be driven 
into it without danger. 

The firft produdioDS of Cayetme were, the. amotto; 
cotton, and fugar. It was the firft of all the French 
colonies that cultivated coflfee ; which was brought 
thither, as it hath always been, and perhaps is ftill 
believed, in 1721 by fome deferters, who purchafed 
their pardon by conveying it from Surinam, where 
they had taken refuge. An accurate hiilorian hath 
lately affirmed, probably fiom authentic iitformation^ 
that this }^nt was a prefent of M. de la Motto 
Aigron, who, in 1712; had the dexterity to bring 
away from this Dutch fettlement fome frefh cofTeo 
berries, ootwithflanding the ftrid prohibition there is 
againft exporting any of them in the pods. Ten or 
twelve years after, co£oa was planted^ 

lD.1752. 260,541 pounds weight of atnotto, 80,363 
pounds of fugar, 17,919 pounds of cotton, 26,881 
pounds of conee, 91,916 pounds of cocoa, and 618 
t-rees for timbra-, were exported from the colony. Alt 
theCe articles were the refult of the labour of ninety 

miy. T 
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BOOK French families, a hundred and twenty-five Indianc, 
^ '"' and fifteen hundred blacks ; which made up the 
• whole of the colony. 
The contt Such, and \Beaker ftill, was the ftate of Cayenne, 
m^'at. when, in 1763, the court of Verfailles endearoured 
teodtorcD. to render it extremely flourifliing, by a fyftem which 
Bo'uirihtlJ' occafioned a general aftonifkmeDt. The French had 
Inquiry (^en jufl emerged from the honors of an unfucceififul 
thu pbD war. The fituation of afijurs had determined the mi- 
wuajadi. niftry to purchafe peace with the ceilion of feveral 
"j^\a^' important colonics, it appeared equally necefiary to 
*^rud^(T" °^^ '^° nation forget her diflrefles, and the errors 
cmMted' that had been the caufe of them. The profpe^ of 
better fortune might amu& the people, and filence 
their ctamours ; while their attention was removed 
&om poUfeffioos the nation had loft, and turned to- 
wards Guiana, which, it was pretended, would com- 
peniate all tbck misftutunes. 

This was not the (pinion of the citizens who ap- 
peared to be the bed informed of the fituation of 
things. A fettlement formed a century and a half 
befive, at a period when the minds of men were im- 
petuoufly urged to great undertakings ; a fettlement, 
the labours of which had not been mined by civil 
difcords, nor by foreign wars ; a fettlement, which 
bad been ruled by prudent dire^ots, with attention 
and diiintcrcftednefs ; a fettlement, which had al- 
ways experienced tbxi favours of government and the 
affifiance of trade ; a fettlement, where there was a 
conftant and certain mart for the productions ; yet, 
with all thefe advantages, this fettlnnent was. of no 
confequence. No plantation had ever been feen to 
flounlb ; no fortune had ever been rufed in it. Mi- 
fery and obicurity bad obftinatety attended at thofe 
periods, when the other French poffelfions in Ameri- 
ca aftoniihed the Old and the New World by their 
fplendour and by their inches. Its fate, far from 
being amended by time and by the advancement of 
knowledge, was become daily more unfortunate. 
How therefore could it poffiUy fulfil the imporunt 
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3eftiny th^t wbb prepaid ^ it? Ttwjc ccoifi^QraliiH^s p o a ^ 
Qid pot wftralu the mintftrjr. L«t us )ie9r whst baUi , ^ ^*"' .. 
been fajd io jvUtifie^Ci^n of tbejr ti^wq, 

Americft, wh«?i it was firft invafttid by Europe, 
fe^tlibited to it two regioBs eotUeliy difieirent ftom 
<e»ch other, tb? torrid zcai«, ^Qd the teaiperate z<uie 
of the North: The firil prefented tQ the tbirft o£ 
gold, iDbumemhl* ohjeds of gntifieRtipii ; Tattous 
aUurements to cupidity, t<i idieDors, Kpoie ; to v^- 
luptaoufnefs its tntiitQmnii ; to luxMTy its rcs^^ifce?; 
That natun which lurft tooh po&fl^ of it, imjft 
have dazxled by its iplendoer, wd Mpce4 ideif by 
the image of its happincfe; hn opuleiifie aa ftrihing 
ad it was rapid, could not ftil of giving it in the (Md , 
. World an influence fo much the more «vtehfive, a^ 
the ntiture of true riches was unkpown there, and a^ 
its riviUs found themfclves fudd^Iy ponged into a 
fiate of tel^Tc iodigisnce; 38 iiifupportable aS that 
which is real. Its new dcniain was the ^a^^Uf cal- 
culated for defpotiim. The heat prevfuhng th^re e3t> 
haufted the dnngtk bf the body ; and indolfeacci 
the neccflary con»qufioce of a fertUity which fup-^ 
fdies idl vantfi without labour, deprived tlie foul c^ 
all its energy. This co«uitry fubmitted to its de^y- 
The pe<^le who i^iAbited it wore Oatit* whp wpitet} 
jEbra mftfter; he came, tnd ordered thec^ to obey^ 
and his comnuinds were fefpeSed. The fpirit of ab- 
folute monarcby was a produAJen of the foil, which 
he found alsciidy fonncd tlure ; hut be al& fouB4 
Bil Impending enemy which nothing oen refill, an4- 
which, ut ita torn, mufl oocc^arily fubdue bim ; chtf 
Was the climate. In Uie firft intoztca^on o£ ^pnqh^ft, 
the ufarper formed the moft esCee&re ppi^f^, anj 
tonceived hopes appaneoUy tb« b^ founded, g* 
confidered the fign of wealth as the plAftif' anil pry- 
ferping principle of pditieal fiiength i ogfA bow is it 
poffibie that he &ould not have bfen dcenivcd m tint 
{articular ? If we bare got rid of this pnejudie^. iti? 
perhaps to the di&fters of tbat pover t^t ve 9wt 
this great leflbn. They Jsasgwed. Uut .inilfa g^^ . 
Tij 
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p Kthey could keep the nations in their paj, as theT- 
^1; r kept the Negroes in their chains ; and never confl- 
dered that this gold, which> procured them jealous 
' aUies, would turn them into-fb many powerful adver- 
faries ; who, uniting th«r arms with tibe riches they 
received, wouW make ufe of this double power to ef- 
fedi their ruin'. 

The temperate zone of North America could only 
attraft free and laborious people. It fumiflies no pra- 
dudions but What are common and neceflaiy ; and 
which, for that very reafon, arc a cbnftant fource of 
wealth and ftrength. It fsvoitts population, by fup- 
plying materials for that quiet and peaceful fpecies 
of hufbandry which 6xes and tnulti[^ies families; and, 
^s it does not excite inordinate defires, is a fecurity 
againft invaiion. It reaches through an immenfe con- 
tinent, an<t pfefents a large extent of country, on 
every fide, open to navigation. Its coafts are wafhed 
by a fea which is generdlly ■ navigable, and abounds 
with harbours. The colonials are not at fo great a 
diflanee from the mothet-country ; they live in a 
climate more analogous to their own ; and in a fitua>- 
tion that is fit for hunting, fiOiing, hufba&dry, and 
fbr all the manly exerdfes and labours which improve 
the ftrengthof the body, and are prefervativesagainft 
the vices thM taint the mind. Thus, in America^ 
as in Europe, the North will have the fuperiority 
over the South. The one will' be covered with in- 
habitants and plantations ; while the other will lavifli 
its V(^uptuou9 liquor^ and its golden mines. The ono 
will be able to civilize the favage nations by its in- 
tercourfe With a free people ; the other will only pro* 
duce a monftrous mixture of a race of Daves with a 
nation of tyrants, which can never acquire any de- 
gree of ftrength. 

It was of great importance to the fouthem colonies 
to have their refources for population and ftrength in 
the North, where they might exchange the commo- 
dities of luxury for thtJe of neceffity, and keep open 
a eonununiciitiou that might afford them fuccours if 
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tfaey were attached ; a retreat in cafe they were dc. book 
fcatcd, and a fupply of land-forccB to , balance the ^'"" ^ . , 
weakoefs of their naval relburces. 

B^ore the laft war, the French fouthem colonies 
epjoyed this advantage. Canada, by its fituation, 
the warlike genius of its inhabitants, their alliances 
with the Indian nations tn'friendfliip with the French, 
and fond of the franknefs and freedom of their man- 
ners, might balance, or at leaft give umbrage riNew 
England. The lofi -of that great continent detennin' 
■ed the French nuniftry to feek for fapport from one 
another. Guiana was thought a. very proper fituation 
for this purpofe, if a free and national population 
could be eftabUlhed there, which might be able to 
refift foreign. attacks, and, in courfe of time, to fur- 
nifli a fpeedy alMance to the other colonies, when 
circumftances might require it. 

Such was evidently the fyllem of the minifter. It 
never occured to him, that a part of the world, thus 
inhabited, could never enrich the mother-country 
by the produce of fucfa commodities as are peculiar 
to the fouthern colonies. He was too intelligent not 
to know, that there is ro fuch thing as Celling, with- 
out complying with the general run of the market ; 
and that this cannot be done but by producing fale- 
able commodities at the &me rate as other nati(His 
can afford them ; and that labours, executed by free 
men, muft of neceffity bear a much higher price 
than thofe that are exaded from flaves. 

The meafures were directed by an active minifter. 
As a wife politician, who does not (acrifice fafety to 
wealth, he only propofed to raife a bulwark to^ pro- 
ted the French poflefllons. As a pbilofopher, who 
foels for his fellow-creatures, who knows and refpeds 
the rights of humanity, he wiftied to people thefe 
fertile but dcfett regions with free men. But ge- 
nius, efpecially when too impatient of fuccefs, can- 
not forefee every circumftance. The miftake pro- 
ceeded fitomfuppoting, that Europeans would be able 
to undergo the fatigues of preparing lands for culti-t 
Tiij 
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s D o Kveden un^er the torrid wne ; aird-that men, wl^ 
■ ^ ' J quitted tfaeif own countrf only in hopes oC liTmg 
with greater latisfadbon io Another, wooM accommo- 
dats themfelveB U the precacioui iubfiftence of a fa- 
yag« lifet id a w^rfe duoate than that which they 
had loft 

This bad fyftem, which the government w^s drawn 
iato by a fet of entetpriiing men, who were either 
milled bj ^eir prelumptioD, or who &crificed the 
public good to tteir own ptiv&te views, was as extm- 
vagantly executed as it had been inconfidettteljr 
adopted. Everf thing was blepded together, with- 
out any principle of TegUlation, and without conli- 
dering in what manner Nature b«d adapted the fe- 
veral lands tD the men who were to inhabit thaoi. 
The inhabitants were divided in^ two cJaiTes. the 
proprietors and the merceqaries. {t was not con- 
fidered that this diyiljon, at prefent eftitblilhed in 
Europe, and in moft civilised nations, wot the con- 
fequence of wars, of tevolutions, and of the num- 
berle^ chances which time produces ; that it was the 
effeA of the progreft ttf civilizatiaot not the bafu and 
foundaticm oi fociety, which in its origin requites that 
all its members fhould have fome property. Colo- 
nies, which are new popolations awl new focieties, 
ought to adhere to this fundaipental rule. It was 
broken through at the rtry firft cftahli&ment of the 
cokoiy, by allotting lands in Cuiana to tfat^e only 
who were able tQ advance a certain fiind for the cul- 
tivation of them. Others, whofe dcflres were temptr 
ed with uncertain hopes, were excluded from this di> 
vifion of lands. This was ah error equally contraiy 
to found pt^icy and humanity. Had a ppruon of land 
been given to every new inhabitant that was fent 
over to this barren and d^ert cottntr7, each per(bn 
Would have cultivated his own fpot, in proportirai to 
his ftrength or abilities ; one, by the means his mo- 
ney woidd have afforded him ; another, by his own 
labour. It was necefliry that thofe, who were poflef- 
fcd of a ca^tal, fhoald neither be difcouraged, be- 
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CBufe they wefe ipen of great importtnce to » rtfing book 
cobny; nor that tbey ihoilld have ao exclufive pre- . ^"' , '_f 
fereoce given them, left it ihould prereat them from 
having affiftants who mi^fat be wUling to be depen- 
dent on them. It was alfi) indifpeo&blx neceflarj, 
that every member of the new colony ihould be ofier- 
ed fome propertj, with which he might employ hit 
kbour, his indultry, his money, in a word, his great- 
er or lefs powen to his uivantage. It ought to have 
been ftvefeeo, that Europeans, in whatever iituatiw 
they were, would not quit their oWq country, biit 
with the hopes of improving their fortune ; and that 

. deceiv^lg their hopes and confidence in this refped, 
would be an efiedual way to ruin the colony intend- 
ed to be eftabliihed. 

Men, who are tranfpUnted into uncultivated re* 
gtons, are funrounded with wants of every kind ) the 
beft-diredad, and moft continued labours, cannot 
prevent thofe, who go into thofe deferts to clear the 
lands, from being deprived of every refource, till 
the period, more or left diftant, of the harveft arrives. 
Accordingly, the court of VerfaiUes, by whom fi) 
ftriking a truth could not be unnoriced, engaged to 
fupport, indifcriminately, all the Oetmans, and all 
the French, who were intended to eftabliih the po. 
pulation of Guiana. But this, though bb ad of juf- 
tice, was not an i€t of prudence. It ought to have 
been fbrefeen, that the provi&ona would be ill- 
clu^en by the agents of govenunent. It ought to 
have been forefeen, that if they had even been cho- 
Sen with zeal, prudence and difmtereftednefs, moll 
of them moft unavoidably have been fp<Hled, either 
in the pafiage or cm their arrival. It ought to have 
been fbrefeen, that &lt meats, either well or ill pre- 

, ferved, wonld never be a proper food for unfortunate 
refugees, who had forfaken.a whoie&me and tempe- 
rate climate, to lire among the burning £uids of the 
torrid zone, and to breathe the damp and rainy air 
of the tropics. 

. A jndJcioos plan of pcdicy oi^t tO'have attendsd 
Tiiij 
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B o o K to the multiplication of cattle, before it had thought 
., ^ '• ■ of fettling men there. This precaution would not 
only have enfured s wholefome fubfiftence to the firft 
colonifts, it would Itkewife have fuppUed them with 
convenient inftruments for the undertakings which 
are required in the formation of a new colony. With 
this affiftaoce, thej would have thought nothing of 
labours, which the miniftry would have undertaken 
to pay liberally, and wcnild have prepared habitations 
and provifions for thofe who were to come after tberp. 
By purfuing fuch meafures, which could not require 
any depth of thought, the fettlement which it was 
intended to fosm, would have acquired, in a ihort 
time, the confiltence of which -it was fufceptibte. 

Tbefe very plain and natural reflexions were never 
fuggefied. Twelve thoufand men, after a tedious 
voyage, were landed upon dreary and inbofpitable 
Ibores. It is well known, that, almoll throughout 
the torrid zone, thb year is divided into two fsaJbns* 
the dry and the rainy. In Guiana, fuch heavy rahu 
&11 from the beginning of November to the end of 
May, that the lands are either overawed, or at leaft 
unfit for tillage. Had the new coloniih arrirad there 
in the beginning of the dry feafon, and been placed 
on the lands deftined for them, they would hare had 
time to put their habitations in order, to cut down 
or bum the woods, and to plough and fow their fields. 
For want of tbefe pccautions, they knew not where 
to bellow fuch multitudes of people as were conftant- 
ly pouring in juft at the rainy fealbn. The ifland of 
Cayeqne might have been a proper place for the re- 
ception and refreihmcnt of the new-comers, till they 
could have been difpofed of; there they might have 
found lodging and ailillancev Hut the falfe opinicra 
which prevailed, that the new colony muil not be in. 
termixed with the old, deprived them of this lefource. - 
In cortfequence of this prejudice, twelve thoufand 
unfortunate men were landed on the illanda Du Saint, 
or on the banks of the Kourou, and were placed uu-r 
ifiX teats, or under miierable Qieds. |n this fituation, 
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totally madtre, weary of exiftence, and in want of s 00c 
*aU neceflaries, expofed to contagious diftempers, which ■ ..^"J;, . 
-are always occafioned by tainted provilions, and to 
all the irregularities which idlenefs nece&rily pn>> 
duces among men of the ioweft clafs, removed fer 
from their oatiTe country, and placed under a foreign 
Iky ; they ended their wretched life in all the hor- 
rors of defpair- Their fate will ever call .aloud for 
vengeance on thofe who either invented or promoted 
fb deflruAive a fcheme, to which fo many viflima 
were faciificed ; as if the devaftattons of war, which 
they were intended to repair, had not fwept away a 
Sufficient number in the courie of eight years. 

That nothing might be wantiiig to complete this 
^faftei, andthat25,oco,ooooflivres(i.o4i,6661. t^%. 
4d.3> employed in the. iuccefs of this abfurd fyftem; 
might be entirely loft, the man who wascomoiilBon- 
ed to pat an end to tbefe various calamities, thought 
proper to bring back into Europe two tfaouTand men, 
whofe robuA conftitution had refifted the inclemenoy 
of the climate, and had enabled them to fuppoi't 
greater miferies than are to be defcribed. 
. The ftate hath fortunately had fuificient ftrength 
to bear tbefe heavy lofles. But how dreadful is it 
for our country, for the fubjedh, for -every man wh« 
is interefted in the lives of his fellow-citizens, to fee 
them thus laviibed upon ruinous enterprifes, by as 
abfurd jealoufy of authority, which enjoins the moft 
rigorous fecrecy upon all public trania^oas ! Is it 
(not then the interefi of the whole nation, that her 
rulers Ihould be well informed ? And how can they 
^e fo, but from colle&ing general information ? Why 
fliould projeils, of which the people are to be both 
the objed and the inftrument, be concealed from 
them ? Can the will be commanded without thit 
judgment, or can we infpire courage without confi- 
dence ? The only true infonuation is to be obtained 
£tom public writings, where truth appears undi%uif- 
■ed, and falfehdod &ars to be deteded. Secret me- 
•mojrs, private fchen^eSf are oommool/ the wock of 



i,L.ooglc 



tgt HISTOKr OF SETTLUUNTS AND THADE 

3 o o K artful and interdted men, who infinuate themfelret 
"'^ ^ into the cabinets of peifons in adminiflration, by daikt 
oblique, and indire^ ways. When a prince or a mi- 
niftcr has »i^ed according to the opinion of the pub- 
lie, or of enlightened men, if he be unfortuoate, he 
cannot on any accouQt he blamfed. But, when en- 
terpiiTes are undertaken without the advice, or againft 
the fenfe of the people ; when events are brought cm 
unknown to tbofe whofs lives and fbrtuoes are ez- 
pofed by them ; what can this be but a ra;Tet league, 
a combination of a few individuals againft fociety in 
general? Can it be poffible, that authority fliould 
think itfelf degraded by »n intercourfe with the ci> 
tizeos ? Or will men in power for ever treat the reft 
of mankind with fo great a degree of contempt, as 
not even to detire that the injuries they have doa« 
them ihould be forgiven i 

What has been the confequence of that cataftrophe, 

in which fo many fubjeds. fo many foreigners, have 

been facrificed to the illufions of, the Frenph minifttj 

with rcfped to Guiana ? This mhgppy climate hu 

been inveighed againft with all the rancour with which 

refentmeot and misibrtune can aggravate its real evils. 

Fortunately, the obfervations of a few enlightened 

men enable us to clear up this Gonfu|kHi, 

Un Oat This Tftft country, which was decorated with the 

g^^ magnificent title of Equinodiat France, is not the fole 

the colli property of the court of Verlailtes, as they formerly 

~f^^ pretended. The putch, by fettling to the North, 

■M. ' and the Portuguefe to the South, hwc confined the 

French between the rivers of MAtopy and Vincent 

Pinion, or Oyapock, which interval ftiU forms a fpace 

of more than a hundred leagues. 

The feas which water this long exteqt of coaft, ar* 
Me, open, and free fiom any obftacle whkh mi^t 
impede navigation. There are only the iflands Ihf 
StAa, at three k^uu diftance from the contsneoc, 
to be feen in th«ii. As they are divided only by 4 
channel of fourscore tbifes, they might be eafily unitr 
ed, and'a^r ^heir jundion they would form a fuffi? 
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^ient fhelter for the largefl fhips. Nature hath dif< book 
pofed things io fuch a manaer, that the poft might . ^"'' f 
be rendered impregnable at a trifling expence, with 
the materit^s which are to be found upon the fpot. 
From this harbourj which abounds in turtles part of 
the year, and which is fituated to windward of the 
Archipelago of America, a fquadron might, in time 
of war, fail in the fpace of feven or eight day^s tq the 
affiftaqce of the national poflefllons, or to attack thofe 
' belonging to the enemies of France. 

There is no danger to be feared in thefe latitudes. 
The winds are generally favourable for approaching 
the coalls, as much or as little as one may choofe, 
If the contrary fhould happen, which is extremely- 
uncommon ; or if there Ihould be a calm, the flops 
have the refource of anchoring every where upon an 
excelletit bottom. 

Thefe advantages are unfortunately ^accompanied 
with a few iQcoRveaiencies. The navigators are ob- 
ftru<^4> °^ ^heir coming in, by rapid currents. If, 
in order to avoid them, they fliould go too near the 
land, they would find almoft every where a deficiency 
of water. There 15 not any to be ftiund, even at the 
mouth pf the rivers, which can receive ntme but very 
fmall fliips. The river Aproifague is the only one 
which is twelve feef deep. In this river the veflels 
piay be run aground upon a foft bottom, and may 
undergp all the neceflary repairs, without creating 
any anxiety. It is pecef&ry, however, to make great 
difpatch, becaufe the belt conftru£ted and bell fitted 
out vefiels, are deftroyed in a fmall fpace of time, by 
the woTina, by the muddy waters, by the rains, and 
by the beats. 

In this regk)n, though near tl)e equator, the cli- 
mate is very fupportable. This temperature may be 
attributed, perhaps, to the length of the nights, and 
to the abundance ^ fogs and dews. Guiana never 
experiences thofe fuflfbcatlng heats which are fb Com- 
mon in many other countries of America. 

UnfiDrtuoatcly, this c^aoy ii deftroyed bj deluge* 
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B o o K of water, during the Arft fix months of the year, anA 
. ^'"' . fometimcs longer. Thefe faperabundant rains level 
the elevated fituations, drown the plains, deltroy the 
plants, and frequently fufpend the moll urgent la- 
bours. Vegetation is at that time fo powerful, that 
it is impoffible to reftrain it within proper limits, 
whatever numbers of people may be employed for 
that purpoiie. To this calamity fucceeds another, 
and that is a long drought, which opens and parches 
up the ground. 

Various have, for a long time. Iwen the opinions 
concerning the foil of Guiana. It is known at pre- 
fent, that it is moftly a ftony turf, covered over with 
fand, and with the*eraains of fome vegetables. Thefe 
grounds are worked with &cility, but their produce 
is very trifling, and even does not laft longer than 
five or fix years. The planter is then obliged to till 
new grounds, which undergo the fame ^te as the 
former. Thofe tillages even, which are executed 
in fome parts- of a deeper foil, which is to be found 
at intervals, do not laH long, becaufe the repeated 
rains, wliich fell in torrents in thofe regions, foon 
wafh away the juice that might .render them fruitfuL 
It was upon thefe meagce plains that the £rft French, 
who were driven to Guiana by a fatal -deftiny, form- 
ed a fettlement. The generations which fucceeded 
them fearched for more fertile territories in all parts, 
but could not find any. In vain did the treafury 
make feveral great lacrifices to improve this colony. 
Thefe expenccs were unavailing, becaufe they could 
not alter the nature of things. The example of the 
Dutch, who, after having langui(bed in the neigh- 
bourhood upon the high grounds, had atlafl fucceed- 
ed upon plantations formed in moralTes, which were 
drained oif with immenfe labour, did not make any 
impreflion. At length M. Mallouet, being intruded 
with the adminiftration of this unfortunate fcttlement; 
hath hirafelf carried into execution what he had feen 
pra£lifed at Surinam ; and the place which he had 
refcued trom ,the ocean was immediately covered with 
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CDTifions, Thit circumftaDce hath infpired the co- b o o k 
nifts with a fpirit of etaulation, of which they were , ^'"' 
not thought to be fufceptible, and they wait only ' 
for the favourable ^Eftance of government, to enricli 
the mother-country with their produ^ons. 

The plantations will be hereafter eftabliihed upon 
thoTe territoiies that are formed by levelling of the 
mountains, and by the Tea. Ic will be neceflary to 
dry up the morafles, to- dig canals, and to conftruA 
dykes. But why iliould the French be apprehenfivs 
of undertaking what they have executed with fo much 
Aiccefs upon their own frontiers ? Why Ihould ths 
court of Ver&ulles refufe to encourage, by loans and 
by gratifications, labours of tillage that are really 
uieful ? It is in the clearing of the htnds that confills 
the true conqueft over chaos, for the advantage of 
all mankind ; and not in the obtaining of provinces, 
which are depopulated and laid wafte, in order that 
we may acquire them ; which laviih the blood of two 
nations, without enriching either ; and which m.uft 
be maintained at a great expence, and covered for 
ages with troops, before we can flatter ourfelves with 
the peaceable pofleifion of them. 

Every thing invites the French miniftry to purfue 
,the plan which we have ventured to propofe. The 
fubteiraneous fires, which are fo common in the reft 
of America, are at prefent ezdnguiflied in Guiana. 
There are never any earthquakes, neither do hurri- 
canes exepcife their ravages upon thofe coafts. The 
accefs to this country is attended with fo many diffi- 
culties, that we may foretel it will not be conquered. 
The French iflands, on the contrary, which have al- 
ready been once taken, attrad the attention, and 
incite the cupidity of a nation, highly diflatif- 
fied with having reftored them. This circumftance 
makes us prefume, that they will always be difpofed 
to. repair, ,by force of arms, the defe'ifts of their ne- 
gotiations. The well-grounded confidence they re- 
pofe in their navy, may perhaps foon precipitate thera 
into a new war, in order that they may regain vfhM 
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• o o E they have reftoied, and extend thmi ufurpations ftUl 
. *'"• , funher. Should fortune again lavoiic their enter- 
pnfes ; Ihould a |kaple, encouraged by viOtonei, of 
which the citizens alone reap the advantages, be for 
ever triumphant over a nation which fights Sx their 
kings only ; Guiana woald at leaft firove a great re- 
fource, where Hi the produdions which are become 
necefiarr hj habit, might be cultitated ; for which art 
enormous tribute muft be paid to foreigners, if the 
colonies of the nation were unable to fumiih them. 
The drying up of the coafts of Guiana would re> 
quire long and difficult labours. Where can a fii£<^ 
ficient number of men be found fot the accomptifh- 
ment of this oildertaking ? 
Whit mtD It was thought in 1763, that the Curopeins would 
^^^ be fit for this purpofe. Twelve tluiufaod of them 
liirtbe col- were the vidims of this opinion. About fixt^ Ger-i 
^^°^„i.man, or Acadian families, alone efcaped the cata- 
■u ii fuT- ft'rophe. They fettled upon the Sinamaiy^ the banks 
"f^^ of which are never ovcrfiowed by the fea, and where 
there are fome natural meadows, and a great quaitti- 
ty of turtles. This fmall colony incfeafes, and live< 
happily along the fide of that river. Tbeir refources 
confift of fiftiing, hunting, breeding of cattle, and 
the 'culture of a fmall quantity of rice and of maize.'. 
Some fpeculative perfons have concluded fnAn this 
inltance, that white people might be able to culti- 
' vate Guiana ; but they have not confidered, that co- 
lonies have been founded only for the purpofe of ob- 
taining vendible commodities ; and that thefe commo- 
dities require labours, more conftant and more fadguing 
than thofe which are cultivated on the bonders of the 
Sinamary. 

The natives of the country might, it is fatd, exe- 
cute without inconvenience thofe labours which are 
fatal to us. Thefe favages were fufficiently nume- 
rous upon the coa,ft when it was difcovered ; but their 
number hath been fo much diminiihed by European 
cruelties, that there are at prefent no more than 
four or five hundred of them capable.of bearing arm*. 
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but fome adventurers, who have lately penetrateds o o C 
into the inland coimtries, have difcovered feveral . *'"■ 
fmall natioDi, each more barbarous than the other. 
They have every where perceived the oppreffion of 
the women, fuperititions whichprevent the incr^e of 
population, aoimofities which mm only be exftinguilh- 
ed by the entire deftru^ui of families and of colo* 
xiies -f the ihocking negled of old and of fick pe<k> 
pie ; the habitual ufe of the moft various and the 
hk^ fubtile poifons, and a multitude of other evils, 
the hideous fpe^cle of which is too generally dif- 
played in a ftate of nature. Travellers, however, 
ate received with refped, and alfilled with the moft 
unbounded generofity and the moft afieding limpli* 
city. They enter into the hut of the favage, fit 
down by the fide of his naked wife and daughters, 
partake of their repaft, and repofe upon the lame 
bed. The next day they are laden with provifions, 
and accompanied to fome diftance on their journey 
by the favages, from whom they part with demonftra- 
tions of friendihip. J3ut this hofpitable fcene may be- 
come bloody in an inftant. The favage is jealous to 
exce&, and on the leaft fign of familiarity which 
would alarm him, he would put his gueft to death. 

The firft ftep to be taken would be, to colled): thefe 
perpetually wandering people. This roeafure might 
be &cihtated, by diftributing in a proper manner a few 
prefents, fuited to their tafte. The moft fcrupulous at- 
tention Jhould be exerted, to avoid bringing together 
in the fame place fuch of thefe nations as have an 
mfurmountable averfion to each other. 

Thefe colonies (hould not be cafually formed. It 
would be proper to diftrihute them in fitch a manner 
as to be able to penetrate, with eafe, into the inland 
parts. In proportion as thefe fettlements (hall ac- 
quire ftrcngth, they will facilitate the eftabllfliment 
of new habitations. 

No confideratlon hath yet been powerful enough 
to fix cbefe Indians. The heft way ta fucceed, would 
be to diftrihute. cows among them, which they, would 
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B o o K not lie able to feed, without cutting dowD woods, Hx 
. ^""- order to form pafture grounds. The vegetables and 
the fruit-trees with which their habitation would be 
enriched, might prove a further inducement to tbem 
to give up their wandering hfe. It is probable that 
thefe refources, the advantage of which they have 
never known, might difguft them, in time, of hunting 
and fifhing, which are at pre&nt the only fupport <^ 
their miferable and precarious exiftence. 

There would ftill remain a much more &tal pre- 
judice to fubdue. It is an idea generally adopted 
among nations, that fedentary occupatic»)s are fuit- 
able to women only. This fenfeleis pride degrades all 
kinds of labours in the eyes of the men. An intel- 
ligent miffionary might employ his time to advan- 
tage, in combating this infatuation;. He would en- 
noble the labours of agciculture, by exercifing them 
himfelf with his children ; and by this great and for- 
tunate flratagem, he would fucceed in diSiifing a 
new fyftem of morality among the young men. It; 
might, perhaps, be alfo poffible to overcome the io- 
doLeoae eveb of the parents, if it could be contrived 
to excite their defires. It is not improbable but that 
they would cultivate proviGons, in order to barter 
them againll forae other mercantile articles, winch: 
might have become neceflary to them from habit. 

This falutary end would be far from being anfwer- 
ed, if the favages, when collejflcd together, were fub- 
jeAed to a poU-tax, and to the labours of vaflalage, 
as they have been by the Portuguefe and the Spa- 
niards, upon the borders of the Amazon, of the RiO' 
Negroi and of the Oroonoko. Thefe people rauft 
have been fufiered to enjoy, for ages, the benefits of 
cultivation, before they ihould be obliged to bear the 
• burdens of it. 

But even after this happy revolution, Guiana would 
ftill but very imperfectly fulfil the extenfive views 
which the court of Verfailles may have. Tb? feeble 
bands of the Indians will only bring fortlf commodi- 
ties of modetate value. In order to obtain rich pco^ 
4 
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du^oni, it will be neceibry to have recouHe to the book 

ftroag anus of the Negroes. . 

The (atciiity which theTe flares will have of defert- 
ing their manu&dures, exciteE apprehenfkms. Tbe}^ 
will take leiiige, they wilt gather together, they viil 
intrench themfelres, it is ftiid, in vail foveA$, where 
the fjientj of game and of filh will iupply them with 
ao eafy fub£ftence ; where the heat of the climate 
will allew them to go without clothes ; and where 
tbey will never want ior wood fit to make bowi 
and arrowB. One hundred of them had taken tins 
reflation about thirty yean ago. The troops fent to 
reduce them again to fubjedion were repolfed. This 
check excited the apprehenfions of a general defer- 
tioa, aad confiemaition prevailed throughout the co- 
lony. They were uncertain what metres to pur- 
^x ; when a miffionary fet ont, attended by a fingle 
Negro, arrived at the fpot where ^e engagement 
had taken place, railed up an altar, afienibled alt the 
deferterG by (inging a bell, faid mafa to them, ha- 
cangued them, and brought them all back, without 
exception, to their former mafters. But the Jefuits, 
who bad merited and obtained the confidence of 
thefe unfortunate people, are no longer in the co- 
lony ; and their fucc^ors have not Ihown either the 
&iae activity, or an equal knowledge of the hiiman 
heart. NevertheWs, it would not, perhaps, be im- 
poffible to prevent the evafion of thefe unhappy vic- 
tims of -our cupidity, by rendering their condition 
fupportable. The law of neceflity, which commands 
even tyruits, will eltaUilh in this region a fptrit of 
moderation, which humanity atone ought to excite 
every where. 

liids new arrangement of things would engage the Bdbre mj 
government in confiderable cxpences. Before they ^^^"^ 
enter upon them, they will examine whether the co- upoDOui- 
lony hath hitherto obtained from nature that kind aS^^^i^f,^ 
conftitution which was neceffary to make it profper, prop" » 
and whether Cayenne be the moft fuitable place to^bcxha 
become the capital of a large ^ablilhment. This '^ '"^ 
F«/. ir. U 
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BOOK indeed is our opinion : but fome able men tMnk. 
. , ''^"'" , otherwife, and their arguments rauft be difeulTed. 
be well Thcfe views may be excellent : and yet it is not a, 

ITdiuu^' matter of furprife that the advantages of them ihould 
miumoft not have been fooner perceived. The difceinment 
u Kpiiat-p£ j-pnie things is attended with fo much difficulty, 
that it can only be furmounted by experience, or by 
genius. But the progrefs of experience is flow, and 
requires time ; and genius, which, hke the courfers 
of the gods, clears an immenfe interval at one leap, 
may be expeded for ages. When it appears, it is 
either rejeded or perfecuted ; and when it fpeaks, it 
is not heard. If it fhould by chance be attended to; 
the fpirit of jealoufy inveighs againftits proje£ls, and 
traducing them as fublime reveries, makes themabor- 
tive. The general interell of the multitude might, 
perhaps, fupply the penetration of genius, if it were 
fuffered freely to exert its influence : but it is incef- 
fantly thwarted by authority ; the depofitaries of 
which, while they underftand nothing, pretend to 
regulate every thing. ■ Who is the man whom they 
will honour with their confldence, and with their in- 
timacy ? It is the impudent flatterer, who, without 
believing it, will be continually repeating to them, 
that they are a fet of wonderful beings. The mif- 
chief is firft done by their folly, and is perpetuated 
by a fpirit of falfe fliame, which prevents them from 
acknowledging their errors. Falfe combinations are 
exhaufted, before they have difcovered the true ones, 
or before they can refolve to approve, after having 
reje<fled them. Thus it is that the evil prevails, by 
the childiihnefs of the ibvereigns, by the incapacity 
and pride of the minifliers, and by the impatience of 
the victims. One might be comforted with refped 
to pail and prefent misfortunes, if the future were to 
produce an alteration in this deftiny : but this is a 
hope with which it is impoffible to flatter ourfelves. 
And if th? philofopher were aiked, of what ufe are 
the counfels which he perfifts in giving to nations, 
and to thofe who govern them, and that be were to 
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anfwer with fiocerity, he would fay^ that he is only book 
fatisfying an invincible propenOty to declare the . ^"'' . 
truth, at the rifle of exciting general indignation, and 
even of being obliged to drink the cup of Socrates. 

It would he proper to fix the yet unfctiled boun- 
daries of Guiana, before any final refolution be taken 
refpeding this colony. The Dutch are very defirous 
of extending the frontiers of Surinam to the North, 
as far as the banks of the Slnamary ; but the military 
poft which the court of Verfailles have caufed to be 
eftabliflied upon the right bank of the river Maroni, 
feems entirely to have fet afide this ancient preten- 
£on. Towards the South, the difficulties are Hill 
greater. The Amaion was formerly, without dis- 
pute, the boundary of the French poflelfions ; iince 
by a treaty of the 4th March 1700, the Portuguefe 
engaged to demoliih the forts which they had ereiffc- 
ed upon the left bank of that river. Ac the ' peace 
of Utrecht, France, which was under fubjedion, was 
compelled to cede the navigation of that river, to- 
gether with the lands which extend as far as the 
river Vincent Pinion, or the Oyapock. When the 
time fixed for the execution of the treaty arrived, it 
was found, that thefe two words, which were employ- 
ed as fynonymous, were defcribed in the country, as 
well as in ancient maps, as two rivers thirty leagues 
diftant from each other. Both courts were equally 
defirous of turning this error to their own advantage. 
The court of Lifbon wifhed to extend its boundaries 
as far as the Oyapock, and that of Verfailles as far 
as Vincent Pinion. Nothing could be determined 
upon, and the contefted lands have remained defert 
ever fince that rather remote period. 

We will not prefume to decide this important que- 
ftion. The only obferration we Ihall allow ourfelves 
to make, will be, that the motive of the celGon re- 
quired by Portugal, was to fecure to it the exclufive 
trade upon the Amazon. The fuhjeds of this crown 
will therefore pofiibty enjoy this advantage ; by re- 
ftraining the limits of the French pofl*elfions only 
Uij 
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BOOK twentj leagoes, and as fer as totfae liverof Viitcefit 
. ^'"' . Pinion ; -without its being neceSkrj t© pirih them 
back to the diflance of fi^y leagues, as fer as the 
Oyapock. 
prtfent Every thing ■ftiH remains to "be -done at Gai^ia ; 
F™di there are no more tTian thirty plantations at Cayenne 
Gxiina. itfeW, and ahnoft all of them are in a miferable con- 
dition. The continent is in a ftiH worfe ftate than 
the ifland. The habitations are often moved. Th^ 
are feparated by -immenfe deferts. Placed at a great 
diftance from t!he general mart» Aey Tiave no fac^ity 
for bartering their commodities. They enjoy none 
of the conveniences which men, when coUeded to- 
gether, mutually procure to one another. The laws, 
the police, decency, emnlation, the -influence of the 
miniftry ; none of thefe advantages are known there. 
im775 there were no tnore than thirteen hundred 
free men, and eight thoufend flaves, for the clearing 
df an extent of one hnndred leagues of coaft. The 
ph)dudions of the colony were even loadeqoRte to 
thefe trifling means, becaufe -in the manufaiSures 
there were none but white men without underftand- 
ing, and ?Jegroes whp were under bo kind of fubor- 
dination.. "Hie commodities Ti'hidh were taken away, 
"by the veffels that came from North America, fi-Mn 
Ouedaloupe and from Martinico, did not amount to 
loo.ocD Irvres [4166I. 13s. ^d.'], and France received 
tipon fix veflels only forty quintals offugar, Which 
■veere fold in Europe for 2156 livres [-ftgl, i6s. '8d.]; 
ibi hundred and fifty-^ight quinuls, fourfcore end 
Bigbl pounds of coffee, wliich were fold for yt,2^ 
litres i6fols [13041.83.]; three quintals thirty-four 
pounds of indigo, which were fold for 2839 livres 
[ii^l. 5$. lod.]; one hmidred «nd 'fifty-two 'quintals 
■forty-one pounds of cacao, which were fold for io;66S 
livres 16 fols T444I. los. 8d.] ; thi>ee thoufand end 
three quintals fitty-five pounds of arnotto, which were 
fold for 187,706 livres 7 fols 6 deoicrs [782'll. us. 
ii-Jd.^ ; nine hundred and feventy-two quintals fixty 
pounds of cotton, .which -were £(M fei 243,150 livrer: 
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txo.ijil. 58.]; three hundred and fifty-three hides, a o q k 
which were fold for 5177 livres [J3-2I. 7s. 6d.].;. four- . ^"' ^ 
teen hundred and twenty-two quintals eight pounds 
of wood, which were fold for 7604 Uvres three ibis 
ninedeniers [316I. z6s. lod.],; which made, upon the 
whole, 438,598 livres 3 fob 3 deniers [about .20,388!, 
5s. ad.]. The 6dq,c«o Uvres [a50ol.l which were 
fpent by the court, in this as well in other years, for 
this ancient eftablifhment, ferved to pay for what 
had been received beyond thefe exportations. At 
this period Cayenne was indebted 3,000,000 livros 
[83,3331. 6s. 8d.] to the government, or to the mer- 
chants, of the mother-country. 

Something may be expeded from the knowledge 
which M. de Mallouet hath difiufed through the co- 
lony, and fmm the encouragements which this able 
admiuiftrator hath granted in 1777 to thofe cojonift^ 
who fhould devofie their labours to the fclUng of wood 
for {hip-building, to. the culture of articles of fubfilt- 
ence, to the Qdting of filh, and to fome other produc- 
tions of little value, for which he hath enfured them 
a market. Greater expedations are ilill raifed from 
the fpice trees. The clove tiee hath already yielded ' 
cloves, which are very little inferior to thofe that 
come &om the Moluccas ; and every- thing feems to 
promife th;rt the nutmeg tree will thrive as well. 
But nothing great can be undertaken without a ca- 
pital ; and, indeed, without a confiderable one. 

This capital is in the hands of a rich company, 
which hath been formed, but without any exclufive 
privilege for this part of the world. This aflbciation, 
the original funds of which confift of 2,400,000 Uvre* 
[loo,oool.], hath obtained from government the vaft 
fpace which extends from the river Aprouage to the 
Oyapock ; and every encouragement which could 
reafonably be granted them, to fertilize this foil^ which 
is coafidered as the beit of Guiana. Till their fuc- 
oefs fliall enable them to. employ themfelvesin drain- ' 
ifig the moralTes, and in cultures of importance, this 
powertiil afibciatiou have turned their views towards 
Uuj 
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BOO Kthe felling of wood, the multiplication of cattle, anc) 
. ■ ' . the cultivation of cotton, and of cacao, but princi- 
pally of tobacco. 

Some flaves have for a long time cultivated, for 
their own ufe, round their huts, this laft mentioned 
plant. It hath the fame properties as the tobacco of 
the Brazils, which fells to advantage in all the Eu- 
ropean markets, and which is abfoiutely requifite for 
the purchafe of Negroes, upon a great part of the 
coafts of Africa. If this undertaking Ihould fucceed, 
the wants of France will be diminilhed, and its navi- 
gators will not be obliged to go to Lifbon for that part 
of their cargo. The expeftations arifing from St. Lu- 
cia are founded upon a different bafis. 
Th«pofl«r- The Englifli took pufleflion of this ifland, without 
Lnc^^fo^ oppofition, in the beginning of the year 1639. They 
« tangiune Jjved there peaceably for a year and a half, when a 
at£acededniip of iheir own nation, which had been overtaken 
Fr^Si. ^y ^ calm off Dominica, carried ofFfome Caribs, who 
were come in their canoes to bring them fruit. This 
violence occafioned the favages of St. Vincent and 
Marrinico to join the offended favages; and in Auguft 
1640, they all attacked the new colony. In their 
fury, they maflacred every one that oppofed them. 
The few who efcaped their vengeance, quitted, for 
ever, a fettlement that was only in its infant ftate. 

In the firft ages of the world, before civil focieties 
were formed and poUHied, all men in general had a 
common right to every thing upon earth. Every one 
was free to take what he chofe for his own ufe, and 
even to confume it, if it were of a perilhable nature. 
The ufe that was thus made of a common right, fup- 
plied the place Qf property. As foon as any one had 
in this manner taken polTellion of any thing, it could 
not be taken from him by another without injuftice. 
It was in this point of view, which can only be ap- 
plied to the primitive ftate of nature, that the Euro- 
pean nations confidered America when it was firft 
difcovered. They paid no regard to the natives, and 
imagined they ver^ Sufficiently authorifed to feize 
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upon any country, if no other nation of our hemi- book 
fphere were in poffeffion of it. Such was conftantly ^" ^-^ ^ 
and uniformly the only public right obferved in the 
New World, and which men have notftirupled to 
avow, and attempt to juftify, in this century during 
the late holUlities. 

Is not then the nature of property the fame every 
where ; is it not every where founded upon pofleffion 
acquired by labour, and upon a long and peaceable 
enjoyment ? Europeans, can you then informs us, at 
what dtftance from your refidence the facred title 
becomes aboUOied ? Is it at the dillance of a few 
fteps, of one league, or of ten leagues ? You will an- 
fwer in the negative ; in which cafe it cannot poffibly 
be CTen at the diftance of ten thoufand leagues. Do 
you not perceive, that while you arrogate to yourfelves 
this imaginary right over a diflant people, you confer 
it at the fame time to thofe diftant people over your- 
felves ? Neverthelefs, what would you fay, if it were 
pofEble that the favages Oiould enter upon your coun- 
try, and reasoning in the fame manner as you do, 
ihould fay, this land is not inhabited by our own 
people, and therefore it belongs to us. You hold the 
iyftera of Hobbes in abhorrence among your neigh- 
bouring country ; and yet this fatal fyflem, which 
makes of ftrength the fupreme law, you pradtife it at 
a diflance. After having been thieves and affaOins, 
Dothing remained to complete your cfaarader, but 
. that you fhould become, as you really are, a fet of 
execrable fophiAs. 

According to thefe principles, which mufl always 
be reprobated by jull and upright men, St. Lucia was 
to belong to any power that could or would people 
it. The French attempted it firft. They fent over 
forty inhabitants in 1650, under the conduA of 
Roufleban, a brave, adtive, prudent man, and Angu- 
larly beloved by the natives, on account of his having 
married one of their women. His death, which hap- 
pened four years after, put a flop to the general 
good he had begun to efiedt. Three of his fuccelTors 
Uuij 
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BOOK were murdered by the Cariba, who were diSatisfied 
. ^"^- . with their behaviour to them ; and the cobny was. 
' declining when it was taken ta 1664 by the EogUfh^ 
who evacuated it in 1666, 

They bad fcarce left it, when the French appeared 
again on the ifland. Whatever was the caufe, they 
had not greatly kicr-eafed their mimbef, when the 
enemy, that bad before driven them out, again forced 
them to quit their habitations twenty years after. 
Some, inAead of evacuating the ifiaod, took refuge iit 
the woodsv. As foon as the conquerors, who had made 
only a tem^pocary inva&on, were gone,, they refomed 
their labours only for a ihort time. The war, which 
foon after raged in Europe, made them apprehenfiTC 
that they might fall a prey to the firfi privateer that 
Iboiild be defiroua of plundering' tbem ; with a. view, 
therefore, of obtaming greater tranquillity, they re- 
moved to other French fettlements, which were 
either ftrongei, or might expei^ to be better defend- 
ed. -There was then no regular culture or colony its 
St. Lucia. It wa& only frequented by the inhabit 
tants of Martisueo, who came hither to cut wood aodi 
to build canoes,, and who had ccmfiderable docks on 
the iiland. 

Some foldiers and failora having deferted thither 
after the peace of Uttecbt, IVforilial d'Eftrees petitioQ< 
ed for a grant of the ifUnd^ No ibooer was it oh- 
tained in 1718, then he fent over a comsi:uidBiit( 
troops, cannon, and inhabitants. This gave umbrage 
to the court of London, which had a kind of claim to 
this ifland frera prior fettlemest, an that of VerJaUes 
had from almolt uninterrupted poflelTion. Their com- 
plaints determined the French mmiftry to order tbat 
things fliould be put into the iame condition thejr 
ware in before the grant. Whether this compliance 
did not appear fufficient to the Engbfli, or whether it 
gave them rocan to think they might attempt any 
thing, they themfelves gave St. Luda, in iy2% to 
the duke of Montague, who was fent to take poflell 
fioo of it. This ckfliing of interefts occafioned fom^ 
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dUturbftiice between the two courts ; which was (et b a o k 
tied, however, by ao agreeraeot made ifi «73l, that- . *''^ , 
till the refpe^ve chems fhouLd be fioallj adjofted, 
the iflaad fiiontd be evacuated hj both natioas ^ baC 
that both fliould have the liberty to vodd and water 
there. 

This agreement did not prevent the French, from, 
fixing there again a cammandaot, a garrifon, and bat- 
teries. The court of London were either not mfomb- , 
ed of this breach of faith, or they overlooked it, fae- 
oaufe thia chanael wa& ufeful to their navigators, to 
aSl): them in carrying oo with richer cobnies a. 
finu^ing trade, whick the fubje£ta of both govem- 
menu thought equally advantageous to them. This 
trade ha& been mote or iefs contiderable till the treaty 
(£ 1763* which fecured to France the long and ab- 
ftinately eontefted property ai St. Lucia. 

The firft uie which the court of Verfailles propof- f^^J^' 
ed to make of their acquifition, was to etlabliih a ma* VFrouh 
gaiine there. Snce their windward iflands had cut *? ^ *■•■ 
down their fbrefts, extended their cultures, and loft 
the refources. they ufed to derive from Canada and 
froa Loutfiana, it had been impoffible for them to do 
without the woods and cattle of North America. Itwai 
tiiought great, inconvcaiences would attend the diced 
admiffionof thefe foreign afliftances; and St. Lucia was 
fixed upon as a very pmper place for- the exchai^e 
of thefc connnodities againO; the molafies of Niarti- 
nico and Gusdoloupe. Kxperience fbgn fhowed that 
tbt& fcheme was impradicable. 

In order that this- artsngement might be carvicd 
into execution, it would be neceilary that the Adbc- 
ricans fhovdd either depollt their cargoes in fiore- 
hou&is, keep them on board, ct fell them to traders 
fettled on the illand ; three things equally impoffible. 

Thefe failots will never confent to land t^ir cat- 
tle, as the expences they would incur for having" 
then taken care o^ for their food, or to fecuie them. 
$»m accidents, would infallibly ruia them. Nei^r 
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B o n Kwill they pay fbr warehoufes for their wood, which 
. ^"^ is too cheap and too bulky a commodity to be worth 
the charge of ftore-room. They will never wait on 
board their fliips for diftaot purcbafers who might 
not arrive, nor will they ever meet with intermediate 
purcbafers, whofe profits would necefTarily abforb fo 
much, that it would be impoffible to employ them. 

The proprietors of moIaJSes have the fame reafons 
to diflike this mart. The carriage, the leakage, and 
commiflion, would reduce their commodities to no- 
thing. If the EngUfh fhould determine to pay a 
higher price for the molaffes, they muft confequently 
raiie that of their own merchandife ; and after this 
advance, the confumer would not purchafe them. 

The French miniftry, undeceived as to their firft 
notion, without entir^y giving it up, attended, fince 
1763, to the formatioD of cultures in St. Lucia. This 
plan was a prudent one, bat it was not executed in a 
proper manner. Had the governor and the intendant 
of Martinico, from which this ifland is no more than 
feven leagues diftant, been intruded with this bufi- 
nefs, the colonifts, who would have been fent there, 
would have obtained the fuccours which can be fur- 
nilhed with eafe, by a fettlement that hath exifted 
more than a century. Precipitation, a pafBoD for' 
novelty, the defire of providing for friends or favour- 
ites, and other motives perhaps ftill more blameable, 
made the government prefer the fending of an inde- 
pendent adminiftration, who were to have no connec- 
tions but with the mother-country. This erroneous 
fyftem coft the treafury 7poo,ooo df livres [291,666). 
13s. 4d.], and to the ftate feven or eight hundred 
men, whofe unhappy fate is more a matter of pity 
than furprife. Under the tropics, the beft eftablifh- 
ed colonies always deftroy one third of the foldiers 
that are fent thither, though they are healthy flout 
men, and find good accommodations. It is not fur- 
prifing then, that a fet of miferable wretches, the re- 
&fe of Europe, and ejtpofed to all the hardfhips of 
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indigence and all the horrors of defpair, fliould mofts o o k 
of them pcrifh in an uncultivated and uninhabited . ^^'"' ^ . 
ifland. 

The advantage of peopling this colony was referv- 
ed to the neighhouring fettlements. Some French- 
men, who had fold, upon very profitable terms, 
their plantations at the Granades to the £nglifh, 
brought part of their capital to St. Lucia. Several 
planters from St. Vincent's, incenfed at being obliged 
to buy lands which they thcmfelves had been at in- 
credible pains to clear and fertilize, took the fame 
ftep. tSiartinicQ alfo furnifhed feme inhabitants,' 
whofe pofleflions were either not fulliciehtly fertile, 
or too much confined, and merchants who have with- 
drawn part of their ftock from trade in order to de- 
vote it to hufbandry. Lands have been gratuitoufly 
diftributed to all of them. 

This would have been but a fatal prefent, if the Ot^oim 
prejudice which prevailed againft St. Lucia had had ^JI^^ 
any foundation. It was faid, that nature had refufed it st. Luco. 
every advantage neceflary to form a colony of any 
importance. In the opinion of the public, its dry, 
uneven, and ftony foil, could never pay the expences 
of manuring. TTie inclemency of the climate would 
infallibly deftroy every man, who, from a ftrong de- 
fire of enriching himfelf, or who driven by defpair, 
(bould be bold enough to go there. Thefe notions 
were generally received. 

The fad is, that the foil of St. Lucia is not had on 
the borders of the fea, and that it becomes better 
the further one advances in the country. The whole 
of the ifland may be cultivated, except fome high 
and craggy mountains, which bear evident marks of 
ancient volcanoes. In one deep valley there, are ftill 
eight or ten hollow places of fome feet in diameter, 
where the water boils up in a moft dreadful manner. 
There are not indeed many extenfive plains in the 
ifland, but feveral fmall ones, where fugar may be 
cultivated with fuccefs. The ihape of the ifland, 
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■ o o K-wfaich b long and narrow, will make the carriage 
. ^"^f eafy wbercver the canes are planted. 

The air in the inland parts of St. Lucia, is the 
faaie as it waa in all the other iflands before they 
were ishabited ; foul and unwbolelbme ac firft, but 
Idj noxious, as the woods are cleared, and the ground 
laid open. Ttie air,, oa fome part of the fea-coaft, 
i< more unhealthy. On the leeward fide the lands 
receive fome fmall rivers wiiich fpringing from the 
fixX of the mountains, luve not a flope fufficient to 
wafh down the fands with which the influx of the 
ocean chokes up their mouths. Stopped by this ia- 
furtaountabJe terrier, they fpread themTelves inta 
univh<ddbQiB morafles upon the neighbouring grounds. 
So obvious a reafon had been fufficient to drive away 
the few Cariba who were xufoa the ifland when it was. 
firft difcovered. The f rench, driven into the New 
World 1^ a more powerful motive tdian even ielf- 
prefervation, have been lefs careful than the favages. 
it ifi upon this very fpot that they chiefly fixed their 
plantacioDSk Several of them have been puniflied for 
their rapacioi^efs. Others wiU be Ho hereafter, un- 
lefs they coaftru^ dykes and dig channels to drain 
off the wateis. Government bath already fet the ex- 
ample of this in the princ^al part of the ifland ; fome 
citiseos have followed it, and it is to be imagined, 
that fo ufeful a practice will in time become general. 
Fwfefii There are already eleven parilbes in the colony, 

^^^ almoft all of them to kcward. This prefereiice given 
St. Lad*, to oae part of the ifland, is not for the (ake of a bet- 
ter Jbil, but for the conveaiency of the fliipping. In 
time that part that was- ncgle^ed at firft, wiU. like- 
wife ke iohabioed, as bays are contiouaUy discovered, 
in which caooea may put in and receive all kinds <^ 
commodities on board. 

A rood which goes all round the ifland, and two 
others that crofe it from eafl: to weft, are very conve- 
nient Sar canyiog the produce oS the plantadons to 
the landing-places. In proceft of ume* and with 
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fome expence, tbefe roads nill be brought to a much book 
greater degree of perffeftion than k was pt^We they . ^' , . 
Ihould be at firft, wittiout J'unning intoezpences too 
bordenrome for a fettleOKiiX in an inlant ftate. The 
labours of vai&lage required for making the roads, 
have unavoidably retarded the culture of the hnd^ 
and excited great complaiifts ; but the colonifts now 
begin to ble^ the wife and fteady hand that has or- 
dered and conducted this work fbr their benefit. 
Their burden hath been in fome degree alleviated in 
latter timeB, by the attention which the ditefiiHr* 
have had to apply to thde labours the taxes required 
to procure an esemptaon from them. 

On the firft of January 1777, the number of white 
people at St. Lucia amounted to two thoufiuid three 
hundred fouls, men, women, and children. 

There were fifty thou&nd blacks, or free aulat- 
toes. The cattle conltfted of eleven hundred and 
thirty mules, or horfes ; two thoufand and 'fifty-three 
bead of homed cattle, and three thoufiuid feveo hun- 
dred and nineteen flieep, or goats. 

'Hiere were fifty-three fugar plantations, which 
occupied fifteen hundred and forty-one pieces t£ 
land ; five millions forty thoufand nine hundred and 
fixty-two coffee-trees ; one milUon nine hundred and 
forty-five thoufand feven hundred and twelve cacaa 
plants ; and five hundred and ninety-fevea pkM-^T 
cotton. 

Thefe united produdions were ibid in the iflanft 
for Uttle lefs than 3,000,000 of livres [125,00^.]. 
Two thirds of them were delivered to the Amedcami. 
to the Englifli, and to the Dutch, who were aQow- 
ed a free trade with the eolony. The remeiDdcr wM 
carried to Martinico, upon which this illand was -4fr- 
pendent,and from whence it received fome merdiaiidife 
and fome liquors, brought from the mocber-oountry^ • 

The chatadler and abilities of the £arl of £^neiy, 
the founder of this colony, euthorifed us to affirm^ 
fhat when St, Lucia, which is about ibr^ leagues 
tn circumference, bath attained the degree of culti- 
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b;o o KTation it is capable of, it may employ fifty or fisty 
. ^"'- . thoufand Haves, and yield to the v^ue of nine or 
ten millions [from 375,0001. to 416,666!. 13s. 4d.3 
in commodities. Tiiis great teftimony hath been 
coD&nned Ance by other diredors. By what fatality 
is it, that this fectlement hath acquired fo fmall a 
degree of improrement, notwithflanding all the en- 
couragem£nts, which it hath received ? 
Dbihdn The reafon of this is, that from the beginning pro- 
S^t^ied Parties were precipitately given to vagabonds, who 
the pro- had neither the habit of labour nor the means for 
ITlucL cultivation ; It i» becaufe an immenfe territory was 
granted to greedy fpeculators, who were only able 
to cultivate a few acres : it is becaufe the inland parts 
were diftributed before the borders had been cleared : 
it is becaufe the ants, which fo cruelly infefted Mar- 
■ tinico, have conveyed the fame ravages in the rifing 
fugar plantations of St. Lucia : it is becaufe coffee 
hath experienced there the fame diminution in value 
as every where elfe : in a word, it is becaufe the ad- 
miniHration hath been neither fufficiently regular, 
nor fufficiently ctHitinued, nor fuificiently enlighten- 
ed. What remedy can be employed againft fo many 
errors, aguinft fo many calamities ? 

It will be neceffary to eftablilh a more firm fyftem 
of government, a more ftriift police. It will be ne- 
ceflkry to deprive of their territory thofe who have 
not at leaft partly fulfilled the engagement they 
bad contraded, of rendering it ufeful. It will be ne- 
ceffary, by modes of union prudently contrived, to 
bring together, as much as poffible, fome of the 
plantaiioils that are feparated by diftances, which 
deprive their owners of the will, of the inclination, 
and of the facility of afllfiing each other. It will be 
neceffary legally to compel all debtors to pay proper 
attention to their creditors, with lirhom it had been 
cuftomary to fport. It will be neceflary, by a long 
feries of years, and by authentic ai^s, to fecure to 
the traders of all nations a free intcrcourfe with this 
iilaad. Matters ought indeed to be carried ftill further. 
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The French of the mother-country cannot, and book 
thofe of the iflands will not, cullivate St. Lucia. . ^'"' ^ 
Many foreigners, on the contrary, have offered to 
convey their induftry and their capitals there, if the 
barbarous right of efcheat were fupprelfed ; a right 
which impedes reciprocal commerce of nation^ ; 
which repels the Uving man, and fpoils the dead one ; 
which diljnhehts the child of the foreigner ; which 
obliges him to leave his wealth in his own country ; 
and which prohibits him from obtaining elfewhere 
any acquiGtion of perfonal or real eftate: a right 
which a people who have theleaft idea of good poUcy 
will aboliih among themfelves, and the extin&ion of 
which they will carefully ahftain from foliciting in 
other countries. It is to be hoped that the court of 
Verfailles will no longer perlill in reje^ng the only 
method of railing an ioterefting colony from that lan- 
guid fiate into which it hath been plunged by cala- 
mities which it was impolfible to avert, and by the 
vices of a bad adminiftration. 

When the proper fteps have been taken to render M«»fiim 
St. Lucia flourilhing, the French miniilry may pur- ^^^J^ 
fue the fyftem which they feem to have adoipted, ofverftiik. 
defending their colonies by fortreffes. To keep pof- JS^ftJ,** 
feflion of this illand, it will be fufficient to defend order to 
the Carenage harbour. L^^frwn 

This harbour, which is the beft in the Antilles, " ■""• 
unites many advantages. It hath a great deal of 
water every where, with an excellent bottom. Na- 
ture hath provided it with three complete careening 
places, one for the largeft fhips, and the two others 
for frigates. Thirty fliips of the line might ride fafe- 
ly there, and be Iheltered from the mofl: terrible hur- 
ricanes. They have never yet been injured by the 
worms. The winds are always favourable for failing 
out, and the largell fquadron wdiild be cleared out 
in lefs than an hour. 

So favourable a fituation is capable of defending 
not only all the national pofleiEons, but alfo of threat- 
ening thofe of the enemy throughout America. Tko 
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I o o K nsral fbrcei of En^aad cannot cover all parts. The 
, ^' ' , fuwJJcft ^uadron ifent out from St. Lucia would in a 
few days ioTade tbofe agonies which, being leaft ex- 
pofed, would think diemfelves quite fecure. The 
oalj way to prevent this danger, would be to Uock 
Dp the Carenage ; and even then, the purport of £> 
czpenfiue and tirefonK a cruize might be defoued 
hy a man who ihoald be bold enough to undertake 
any enterpnie that can be effedegf at fea. 

This ikarboiu', which is fubjei^to the inconvenience 
of expofing every ihip that comes witbin view to be 
talcen, baa never appeared worthy the attentioa of 
the Bcitifli nation, though too power^I and too en- 
lightened not to confider, that Ihips are to proteft 
the TDods, and not the loads the fltips. With regard 
to France, this hat-bour affords the greateft maritime 
defence, that is to fey^ a po&ion that will not allow 
a ibip under fail to enter. She muft be warped for a 
ccofiderable fpace before Ihe can get into it. Them 
is ho plying to windwaxd between the two points. 
The feundings increaling fuddenly near the land from 
tventy-ffitve to a hundred fathom, will not permit the 
tffajixot:% to come to an anchor. Only one Ihip can 
come ia at a time, and fhe would be expofed to the 
fire of tbcee maflccd batteries in front and on both 
fides. 

A ifliip that would attack die harbour woiUd be 
under the ncceffity of landing at Shoque Bay, a fiiorc 
a leage long, which is only parted from the C^nage 
by the tpdiit called Vigie, iv4iich forms this bay. If 
tbe enemy were once mafters of the Vigie, they 
would fink every fliip in the harbour, or at kaft coia- 
pei them to bang to, and tihat without any lofs on 
their -fide; became this peninfnla, though command* 
ed by a dtsdel built on the other fide of the hatbour, 
wouli cover the ablauts by its own back. It would 
only have occafion for mortars, and Deit^Kr fire a 
fiogle gun, -nor endanger the bfe of one mao. 

If the Atntting up of the entrance of the harbour 
againll the caemy wearc ibffident, it woBld be oeed- 
4 
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lefs to fortify the Vigie. The enemy might be kept book 
Out without this precaution ; but the Ihips of the . ^'"- _^ 
French rouft be proteded. It is necefl&ry that a 
fmall fquadron Ihould be able to fet the EngltOi 
forces at ' defiance ; compel them to block up the 
place ; take advaiitage of their abfence, or of fome 
error they might fall into ; all which cannot be effsft- 
ed without fortifying the top of the peninfula. It 
muft be conliJered, that by thus multiplying the 
points of defence, a greater nutnber of men will be 
wanted ; but if there be any fliips in the harbour, 
their failors and gunners may be employed in defend- 
ing the Vigie, which they would do with the greater 
tlacrity, as on this wuuld depend the fafety of the 
fquadron. If there be no veflels in the harbour, the 
Vigie will be abandoned, or ill detended, and that 
for the following reafon : 

On the other fide of the harbour there is an emi- 
nence, called Morne Fortune. The flat on the top 
offers one of thofe favourable fituationi, that are feU 
dom to be met with for eredling a citadel, which would 
require almoft as great a force to attack it as the heft 
fortified place in Europe. This fortification, the plan 
of which is already laid, and will certainly one day 
be carried into execution, will have the advantage of 
defending the Carenage bay on all fides, of com- 
'manding all the eminences that furround it, and of 
making it impoflible for the enemy to enter; of fe- 
curing the town which is to be built on the back of 
the mountain ; in (hort, of hindering the afliailants 
from penetrating into the ifland, even if they had 
aftuaUy landed at Shoque Bay, and made themfelves 
mafters of the Vigie. Further difcuflions on the 
means of preferving St. Lucia mull be left to the 
profeflbrs of the military art. 

It is not, in tnth, a motive of vanity that hath 
engaged us in the dtfculfion of this matter, which is 
fo contrary to our profeffion, and which implies fo 
many ftudies to which we are ftrangers, and fo long 
an experience in thofe who follow ic. But zeal, the 
Vol. 7K X 
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BOOK defire of doing good, and the fpirit of patriotifm, di-» 
. ^"'' . red the thoughts of the man and of the citizen upon 
every objed. His heart grows warm ; he refledls • 
and if he thinks he has not difcovered what is right 
to be done, he muft fpeak, becaufe his filence would 
be reproachful to himfelf. " If my ideas be juft," 
faith he to himfelf, " perhaps government may avail 
" themfelves of them ; if they be erroneous, the word 
" that can happen will be, that I ihall excite a fmile, 
" and that I Ihall be called the good man, a name 
" which the venerable Abb^ of St. Pierre took fo 
" much pride in. I would rather run the rifk of be- 
" ing ridiculous, than Ic^ the opportunity of being 
" ufeful." Whether this duty be well fulfilled or 
not, let us fix the attention of the reader on Marti- 
nico. 
TheFrfoth This ifland hath fixteen leagues in length, and for- 
fetiieac ty-five in circumference, exclufive of the capes, which 
upon the lometimes extend two or three Leagues mto the lea, 
cuo^ '^ ^' ^^ ^^T ^Jieven, and interfered in all parts by a 
number of hillocks, which are mollly of a conical 
form. Three mountains rife above thefe finaller emi- 
nences. The higheft bears the indelible marks of an 
ancient volcano. The woods with which it is cover- 
ed, continually attraift the clouds, which occafions 
noxious damps, and contributes to make it horrid and 
in^ccefiible, while the two others are' in moft parts 
cultivated. From thefe mountains, but chiefly from 
the firft, iflue the many fprings that water the ifland. 
Thefe waters, which flow in gentle ftreams, are 
changed into torrents on the fllghteft ftorm. Their 
quality partakes of the nature of the foil they pafs 
through ; in fome places they are excellent, in others 
fo bad, that the inhabitants are obliged to drink the 
water they have coUefted in the rainy feafon. 

Denambuc, who bad fent to reconnoitre Martinieo, 
failed from St. Chrifl;opher'8 in 1635, to fettle his na- 
tion there ; for he would not have it peopled from 
Europe. He forefaw that men, tired with the fatigue 
of a lisng voyage, would moftly periih foon after their 
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arrival, either from the effeiSs of a new cliniate, or b o o k 
from the hardlhips incident to moll emigrations. The , ^"'; _^ 
fole founders of this new colony were A hundred men, 
who had long lived in this government of St. Chri- 
ftopher's. They were braver adivc, inured to labour 
and fatigues ; ikilful in tilling the ground and ered- 
ing habitations ; abundantly provided with potato 
plants, and all neceflary feeds. 

They completed their firft fettlement without any 
diiEculty. The natives, intimidated by the fire-arms, 
or feduced by the promifes that were made them, 
gave up to the French the wellem and fouthem pans 
of the ifland, and retired to the other. This tran- 
quillity was of fliort duration. The Caribs, when they 
faw thefe enterprifing ftrangers daily increafing, were 
convinced that their ruin was inevitable, unlefs they 
could extirpate them ; and they therefore called in 
the ravages of the neighbouring iflands to their aflifl:- 
ance. They fell jointly upon a little fort that had 
been accidentally eredled ; but they met with fuch a 
warm reception, that they thought proper to retreat, 
leaving feven or eight hundred of their bed warriors 
dead upon the fpot. After this check they difap- 
peared for a long while ; and when they returned, 
they brought with them prefents, and exprefl*ed their 
concern for what had happened. They were received 
in a friendly manner ; and the reconciliation was feaU 
ed with fome bottles of brandy that were given them 
to drink. 

The labours had been carried on with difficulty till 
this period. ■ The fear of a furprife obUged the colo- 
ntfts of three different habitations to meet every night 
in that which was in the centre, and which was al- 
ways kept in a ftate of defence. There they flept fe- 
cure, guarded by thair dogs and a centinel. In the 
day-time no one ventured out without his gun, and 
a brace of pillols at hiS girdle. Thefe precautions 
were needlefs when the two nations came to he on 
friendly terms ; but the one, whofe friendfbip and 
favour had been courted, took fuch undue advantages 
Xij 
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B o o K of her fuperiority, to extend her ufurpations, that Ike 
^ l'^"'- foon rekindled in the others a hatred that had never 
entirely fublided. Thefavages, whole manner of lifie 
requires a vaft extent of land, finding themfelves 
daily mare ftraitened, had recourfe to Itratagem, to 
weaken an enemy whom they dared not attack by 
force. They feparated into fmall bands, way-laid 
the French, who frequented the woods, "waited till 
the fportfman had fired his piece, and, before he had 
time to load it again, ruihed upon him and deftroyed 
him. Twenty men had been thus deftroyed before 
any one was able to account for their difappearance. 
As foon as this particular was difcovered, the agref- 
fors were purfued and beaten, their carbets burnt, 
their wives and children maflacred, and- thofe few 
that efcaped the carnage, fled from Martinico, and 
never appeared there again. 
Firftia- The French, by this retreat now become fole ma- 
FrCTchin ftcs of the iflaod, lived quietly upon thofe fpots 
ManiHico. which bcft fuited their plantations. They were then 
divided into two clafies. The firft confifted of fuch 
as had paid their paiTage to America ; and thele were 
called inhabitants. The government diftributed lands 
to them, which became their abfolute property upon 
paying a yearly tribute. They were obliged to keep 
watch by turns, and to contribute, in proportion to 
their abilities, towards the neceflary expences for the 
public welfare and fafety. Thefe had under their 
command a multitude of miferable people brought 
over from Europe at their expence, whom they cal- 
led engagis, or bondfmen. This engagement was a 
kind of flarery for the term of three years. When 
that time was expired, the bondfmen, by recovering 
their liberty, became the equals of thofe whwn they 
had ferved. * 

They all confined tliemfelyes at firft to the culti- 
vation of tobacco and cotton ; to which was foon ad- 
ded that of the amotto and indigo. That of fugar 
was not begun till about the year 1650. Benjamin 
Dacofta, one of thofe Jews who are beholdeh for their 
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induftry to that very oppreffion which their nation is b o o k 
now fallen under, after having exercifed it upon ^ '"' . 
others, planted fome cocoa trees ten years after. His 
esample was not followed till 1684, when the choco- 
late grew more common in France. Cocoa then be- 
came the principal dependence of the colonifts, who 
had not a fufficient fund to undertake fugar planta- 
tions. One of thofe calamities which arife from the 
feafons, and which fometimes affed men, and fome- 
times vegetables, deftroyed all the cocoa trees in 
1727. This fpread a general confternation among 
the inhabitants of Martinico. The coffee tree was 
then propofed to them, as a plank is held out to ma- 
riners after a fhipwreck. 

The French miniftry had received, as a prefent 
from the Dutch, twoof thefe trees, which were care- 
fully preferved in the king's botanical garden. Two 
fljoots were taken from thefe. Mr. Defclieux, who 
was intrufted to carry them, over to Martinico, in 
1726, happened to be on board a fliip which wanted 
water. He fliared with his young trees the portion 
that was allotted him for his own drinking ; and by 
this generous facrifice faved half of the valuable trufl: 
that had been put into his hands. His magnanimity 
was rewarded. The culture of coffee was attended 
with the greateft and moft rapid fuccefs ; and this 
virtuous patriot enjoyed, till the end of 1774, the 
pleafing fatisfaftion, the uncommon felicity, of hav- 
ing as it were faved an important colony, and enrich- 
ed it with a frefli branch of induftry. 

Independent of this refource, Martinico was pof- 
fefled of thofe natural advantages which feemed to 
promife a fpeedy and great profperity. Of all the ' 

French fettlements, it is t^e moil happily fituated 
with regard to the winds that prevail in thofe feas. 
Its harbours poflefs the ineftimable advantage of af- 
fording a certain fticlter from the hurricanes which 
annoy thefe latitudes. Its iituation having made it 
the feat of government, it has obtained the greateft 
marks of favour, and enjoyed the ableft and mod up- 
Xiij 
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BOOK right adminiflration of them alt. The enemy has 
i-^l'-.f conftantly refpetJted the valour of its inhabitants, and 
' " has feldom attacked it, without having caufe to re- 
pent. Its domeftic peace has never been : difturbed, 
not even in 171 7, when, urged by a general difcon- 
tent, the inhabitants ventured, boldly indeed, but 
prudently, to fend back to France a governor and 
an intendant, who opprelTed the people under their 
defpotifm and rapacioufnefs. The order, tranquil- 
lity, and harmony, which they found means to pre- 
ferve in thofe times of anarchy, were a proof that 
they were influenced rather by their averfion from 
tyranny, than by their impatience of authority ; 
and ferved in fome meafure to juftify to the mother- 
country, a ftep, which in itfelf might be confidered 
as irregular, and contrary to the eflabliihed pria*' 
ciplcs. 

Notwithllanding all thefe advantages, Martinico, 
though in greater forwardnefs than the other French 
colonies, had made but httle progrefs at the end of 
the laft century. In 1700, it contained but 6597 
white men in all. The lavages, Mulattoes, and free 
Negroes, men, women, and children, amounted to 
no more than 507. The number of flaves was but 
14,566. All thefe together made a population of 
31,640 perfons. The whole of the cattle was 3668 
horfes or mules, and 9217 head of homed cattle. 
They grew a great quantity of cocoa, tobacco, and 
cotton, and had nine indigo houfes, and one hundred 
and eighty-three fmall fugar plantations. 
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On the ceflation of the long and obftinate wars, 



which had ravaged all the continents, and been car- 
p>uico[it.ried OTi upon all the feas of the world, and when 
France had relinquiflied her projeds of conquers and 
thofe principles of adminidratton by which (he had 
been fo long mifled ; Martinico emerged from that 
feeble ftate in which all thefe calamities had kept 
her, and foon rofe to a great degree of profperity. 
She became the general mart for all the windward 
tiational fettlements. It was in her ports that tt^^ 
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neigfabouring iflands fold their produce, and bought book 
the commodities of the mother-country. The French . ^"'' ^ 
navigators loaded and unloaded their Ihips no where 
elfe. Martinico was famous all over Europe. She 
was the objeA of fpeculation, confidered under the 
different views of a planter, an agent to the other co- 
lunies, and a trader with Spanifli and North America. 

As a planter, it employed, in 1736, feventy-two 
tfaoufand flaves, upon a foil, great part of which was 
newly cleared, and which' conftantly yielded very 
abundant crops. 

The connedions of Martinico with the other iflands 
entitled h^r to the profits of commiflion, and the 
charges of tranfport, as fhe alone was in poUe^on of 
carriages. This profit might be rated at the tenth of 
the produce, which was increafing daily. This Hand- 
ing debt, feldom called in, was left them for the im- 
provement of their plantations. It was increafed by 
advances in money, flares, and other neceflary arti< 
cles. Martinico, thus becoming more and more a 
creditor to the other iflands, kept them in conAant 
dependence, but without injuring them. They all 
enriched themfelves by her afliftance, and their pro- 
fit was beneficial to her. 

Her connections with Cape Breton, with Canada, 
and with Louifiana, procured her a market for her 
ordinary fugars, her inferior coflfee, her molafles and 
rum, which would not fell in France. They gave 
her, in exchange, fait filh, dried vegetables, deals, 
and (bme flour. 

In her clandefline trade on the coafts of Spanifli 
America, confifting wholly of goods manufoCtured 
by the nation, Ihe was well paid for the rifles which 
the French merchants did not choofe to run. This 
traffic, lefs important than the former as to its objefl, 
was much more lucrative in its effeds. It common- 
ly brought in a profit of fourfcore or ninety per cent, 
upon the value of three or four millions of livres [from 
125,000!. to i66,666l. 13s. 4d.], yearly fent to the 
(^araccfts, or the neigbouring colonies. 
X iiij 
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B n o K So many profperous tranfa^ions bad brought im- 
. ^"^ menfe fums into Martinico. Twelve millioDS of livres 
• [530,000!.] were cpnftanlly circulated there with. 
amazing rapidity. This is, perhaps, the only coun- 
try in the world where the fpecie has been fo coofi- 
derable, as to make it a matter of indifierence to 
them whether they dealt in gold or filver, or in com- 
modities. 

Her extenfive trade annually brought into her ports 
two hundred (hips from France, fourteen or fifteen 
fitted out by the mother-country for the coaft of 
Guinea, thirty from Canada, ten or twelve from the 
iflands of Margaretta and Trinidad ; befide the £n- 
glifh and Dutch ftiips that come to carry on a fmug- 
gUng trade. The private navigation from the jfland 
to the northern colonies, to the Spanilh continent, 
and to the Windward Iflands. employed a hundred 
and thirty veflels, from twenty to feventy tons bur- 
den, manned with lix hundred European failors of 
all nations, and fifteen hundred flaves long inured to 
the fea fervice. 
Muiner^ At firft, the fliips that frequented Martinico ufed 
Mdei>w-to land in thofe parts where the plantations lay. 
ritdonin -phis praclicc, feemingly the moft natural, was liable 
to great inconveniences. The north and north-eaft- 
erly winds which blow upon part of the coalls, keep 
the fea in a conftant and violent agitation. Though 
there arc many good roads, they are either at a con- 
fiderable diftance from each other, or frcan moft of 
the habitations. The floops, deftined to coaft along 
this interval, were frequently forced by the weather 
to anchor, or to take in but half their lading. Thefe 
difficulties retarded the loading and unloading of the 
ihip ; and the confequence of thefe delays was, a 
great lofs of men, and an increafe of expence to the 
buyer and feller. 

Commerce, which rouft always reckon among its 
greateft advantages that of procuring a quick return, 
could not but be impeded by another inconvenience, 
which was the neceffity the trader lay under, eveq 
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in the beft latitudes, of difpofing of bis cargo in fmall book 
parcels. If fome induftrious man undertook to lave ^'"' . 
htm that trouble, this enhanced the price of the goods ^' 
to the colonifts. The merchant's profit is to be rat- 
ed in pT^Kirtion to the quantity he fetls. The more 
he fells, the more is he able to abate of the profit 
which another muil make who fells Icfs, 

A greater inconvenience than either of thefe was, 
that fome places was overllocked with fome forts of 
European goods, while others were in want of them. 
The owners of the Ihips were equally at a lofs to take 
in a proper lading. Mult places did not afford all 
forts of commodities, nor every fpecies of the fame 
commodity. This deficiency obliged them to touch 
at feveral places, or to carry away too great or too 
fmall a quantity of what was fit tor the port where 
they were to unload. 

The Ihips themfelves were expofed to feveral dif- 
ficulties. Many of them wanted careening, and moft 
required at leail fome repair. The proper affiftance 
on thefe occafions was not to be found in the roads 
that were but little frequented, where workmen did 
not choofe to fettle, for fear of not getting fufficient 
employment. They were therefore obliged to go 
and refit in fome particular harbours, and then re- 
turn to take in their lading at the place where they 
had made their fale. Thefe different expeditions took 
up at leaft three or four months. 

Thefe and many more inconveniences made it very 
defirable to fome of the inhabitants, and to all the 
navigators, to ellabliih a magazine, where the colo- 
nies and the mother-country might fend their refpec- 
tive articles of exchange. Nature leemed to point 
out Fort Royal as a fit place for this purpofe. Its 
harbour was one of the beft in all the Windward 
Iflands, and fo celebrated for its &fety, that, when 
it was open to the Dutch vei&ls, they had orders 
from the republic to ibelter ^ere in June, July, and 
Auguft, from the hurricanes which are fo freqaenc 
and fo violent in thol^ latitudes. The lands of the 
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BOOK Lamentin are diftant but a league, and are the moSi 
■ „ ^ I f fertile and richeft of all the colony. The numerous 
rivers which water this fruitful country, convey load- 
ed canoes to a certain diflance .from the place where 
they empty into the fea. The proteAion of the fiir- 
tifications fecured the peaceable enjoyment of fo 
many advantages; which, however, were balanced 
by a fwampy and unwholefome foil. This capital of 
Martinico was alfo the afylum of the men of war ; 
which branch of the navy at that time defpifed, and 
even opprefled, the merchantmen. On this account. 
Fort Royal was an improper place to become the 
centre of trade, which was therefore turned to St. 
Feter*s. 

This little town, which, notwithftanding the fires 
that have reduced it four times to aflies, fiiU contains 
eighteen hundred houfes, is lltuated on the weftern 
coafl of the ifland, in a bay or inlet which is ai- 
med: circular. One part of it is built on the flrand 
along the fea-iide ; which is called the Anchorage ; 
and is the place deftined for the fliips and warehoufes. 
The other part of the town ilands upon a low hill : 
it is called the Fort, from a fmaU fortification that 
' was built there in 1665, to check the feditions of the 
inhabitants againft the tyranny of monopoly ; but it 
now fervcs to protect the road from foreign enemies. 
Thefe two parts of the town are feparated by a rivu. 
let, or fordable river. 

The anchorage is at the back of a pretty high and 
perpendicular hill. Shut up, as it were, by this hill, 
which intercepts the eafterly winds, the moll conftant 
and moll falubrious in thefe parts ; expofed, without 
any refrefhing breezes, to the fcorching beams of 
the fun, refieded from the hill, from the fea, and 
the black fand on the beach ; this place is extremely 
hot, and always unwholefome. Befides, there is no 
harbour ; and the ihips, which cannot winter fafely 
upon this coaft, are obliged to take fhelter at Fort 
Royal. But thefe difadvantages are compenfated by 
the CDDveniency of the road of St. Peter's, for load'- 
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ing and unloading of goods; and by its Situation, b ode 
which is fuch, that ftiips can freely go in and out at ,^ ^ ^ ^ 
ail times, and with all winds. 

This niilage was the firil that was built, and the 
firft that was cultivated on the* ifland. It hath not 
been, however, fo much on account of its antiquity 
as of its convenience, that it enjoys the advantage of 
having become the centre of communication between 
the colony and the mother-country. At firft, St. 
Peter's was the ftorehoufe for the commodities of fome 
diftrids, which lay along fuch dreary and tempeftu- 
ous coafts, that no ftiip could ever get at them ; fo 
that the inhabitants could carry on no trade without 
removing elfewhere. The agents for thefe colonifts 
in thofe early times, were only the matters of fmall 
ve0els, who having made themfelves known, by con> 
tinually faiUng about the ifland, were enticed, by 
the profpeift of gain, to fix upon a fettled place for. 
their refidence. Honefty was the only fupport of 
this intercourfe : mofl of thefe agents could not read. 
None of them kept any books or journals. They 
had a trunk, in which they kept a feparate bag for 
each perfon, whofe buGnefs they tranfaifted. Into 
this bag they put the produce of the fales, and took 
out what money they wanted for the purcbafes. 
When the bag was empty, the commiffion was at an 
end. This confidence, which mufl; appear fabulous 
}n our days of degeneracy and diflionefty, was yet 
common at the beginning of this century. There 
are fome perfons ftUl living, who have carried on this 
trade, where the employer had no other fecurity for 
the fidelity of his agent, but the benefit refulting 
from it. 

Thefe plain men were fucceffively replaced by 
more enlightened perfons from Europe. Some had 
gone over to the colony, when it was taken out of 
the hands of the exclufive companies. Their num- 
ber increafed as the commodities multiplied ; and 
they themfelves contributed greatly to the extending 
vf the plantations by the loans they advanced to thQ 
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BOOK planters ; whofe labours ' bad, till tben, gone on • bu* 
■ J' Qowly for want of fuch help. This conduft made 
them the neceffary agents for their debtors in the^co* 
lony, as they were already for their employers at 
home. Even the colonift, who owed them nothing, 
was in fome meafure dependent on them, as he might 
polfibly hereafter ftand in need of their afiiftance. 
If his crop Hiould fail, or be retarded, a plantation 
of fugar-canes be fet on fire, or a mill blown down ; 
if his buildings fliould fall, mortality carry off his 
cattle or his flaves ; or if every thing fhould be de- 
ftroyed by drought or heavy rains ; where could he 
find the means of fupporting himfelf during thefe ca- 
lamities, or of repairing the lofs occafioned by them ? 
Thefe means are in twenty different hands. If only 
one reiufes his affiftance, the diftrefs muft neceffarily 
increafe. Thefe confiderations induced fuch as had 
.not yet borrowed money, to truft the agents of St. 
Peter's with their concerns, in order to lecure a re- 
fource in times of diftrefs. 

The few rich inhabitants, whofe fortunes feemed 
to place themabove thefe wants, were in fome degree 
compelled to apply to this fatflory. The trading cap- 
tains, finding a port where they might with advan- 
tage complete their bufinefs, without ftirring out of 
their warchoufes, or even of their ftiips, forfook Fort 
Royal, Trinity Fort, and all the other places where 
an arbitrary price was put upon the commodities, and 
where the payments were ilow and uncertain. By 
this revolution, the colonifts, being confined to their 
works, which require a conftant and daily attend- 
ance, could no longer go out to difpofe of their pro- 
duce. They were therefore obliged to intruft it to 
able men, who, being fettled at the only frequented 
fea-port, were ready to feize the moft favourable op- 
portunities for buying and felhng ; an ineftimable ad- 
vantage this, in a country where trade is continually 
flnduating. Guadalupe and Granada followed this ex- 
ample, induced by the fame motives. 
The war of 1744 put a ftop to this profperity ; not 



uyGooglc 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 333 

that the fault was in Martinico itfelf. Its navy, con- book 
ftantiy exercifed, and accuftomed to frequent engage. , ^ 

ments, which the carrying on of a contraband trade 
required, was prepared for a£tton. In lefs than fix 
months, forty privateers, fitted out at St. Peter's, 
fpread themfelves about the latitudes Of the Caribbee 
Iflands. They, fignalixed themfelves in a manner 
worthy of the ancient freebooters. They were con- 
flantly returning in triumph, and laden with an im- 
menfe booty. Yet, in the midll of thefe fuccelTes, 
an entire ftop was put to the navigation of the colony, 
both to the Spanifh coall and to Canada, and they 
were conftantly difturbed even on their own coafts. 
The few ftiips that came from France, in order to 
compenfate the hazards they were expofed to by the 
lofe of their commodities, fold them at a very ad- 
vanced price, and bought them at a very low xme. 
By this means the produce decreafed in value, the 
lands were but ill cultivated, the works negleiSed, 
and the flaves perilhing for want. Every thing-was 
in a declining ftate, and tending to decay. The 
peace at laft reftored the freedom of trade, and with 
it the hopes of recovering the ancient profperity of 
the ifland. The event did not anfwer the pains that 
were taken to attain it. 

Two years had not yet elapfed fince the ceflation DccUoe of 
of hof^iUties, when the colony loft the contraband ^j'Jf^'"' 
trade Ihe carried on with the American Spaniards. MufcoriL 
This revolution was not owing to the vigilance of the 
guarda-coftas. As it is more the intertil of the tra- 
ders to fet them at defiance, than theirs to defend 
themfelves ; the former are apt to defpife men who 
are ill paid to proted fuch rights, or enforce fuch 
prohibitions, as are often times unjuft. The fubftU 
tution of regilter ihips to the fleets wa*; the caufe that 
confined the attempts of the fmugglers within very 
narrow limits. In the new fyftem, the number of 
ihips was undetermined, and the time of their ar- 
rival uncertain, which occafioned a variation in the 
price of commodities unknown before. From that 
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BOOK time the fmuggler, who only engaged in this trade 
■ ^"'' . from the certainty of a fixed and conftant profit, 
would no longer purfuc it, when it did not fecure 
him an equivalent to the rilks he ran. 

But this lofs was not fo fenfibly felt by the colony, 
as the hardfliips brought upon them by the mother- 
country. An unfeilful adminiftration clogged the 
reciprocal and neceffary conne(9ion between the 
iflands and North America with To many formalities, 
that in 1755 Martinico fent but four veffels to Canada. 
The diredion of the colony, now committed to the 
care of avaricious and ignorant clerks, foon loft its 
importance, funk Into contempt, and was proftituted 
to venality. 

In the meanwhile the trade of France was not yet 
afiefled by the decay of Martinico. The French 
found , traders in the road of St. Peter's, who pur- 
chafed their cargoes at a good price, and fent 
their Ihips home with expedition, and richly laden ; 
and they never inquired from what particular colony 
the confumption and produce arofe. Even the Ne- 
groes who were carried there were fold at a high 
price ; but few remained. The grcateft part were 
fent to the Granades, to Guadalupe, and even to the 
Neutral Iflands, which, notwithftanding the unlimited 
freedom they enjoyed, preferred the flaves brought 
by the French to thofe the Englilh offered, though 
apparently on better terms. They were convinced, 
from long experience, that the chofen Negroes, who 
cod the moll, enriched their lands, while the planta- 
tions did not flourifh in the hands ef the Negroes 
bought at a lower price. But thefe profits of the 
mother- country were foreign and rather hurtful to 
Martinico. 

She had not yet repaired her lofles during the peace, 
nor paid olT the debts which a feries of calamities had 
obliged her to contraft ; when war, the greateft of 
all evils, broke out afrefti. A feries of misfortunes 
for France, after repeated defeats and lofles, made 
Martinico fall into the hands of the FngliOi, It was 
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reftoredin July 1763, fiiteen months after it had beenB o ok 
conquered ; but deprived of all the neceflary , means ■ ^^ , j 
of profpeiity, that had made it of fo much importance. 
For Tome years paft, the contraband trade carried on 
td the Spanifh coafts was almoft enrirely loft. The 
celfion of Canada and of Louifiana had precluded all 
hopes of opening again a communication, which had 
only been interrupted by temporary miftakes. The 
proda^ons of the Granades, St. Vincent, and Do- 
minica, which were now become Britifti dominions, 
could no longer be brought into their haTbours ; and 
a new regulation of the mother- country, which for- 
bade her having any intercourfe with Gaudalupe, left 
her no hopes from that quarter. 

The colony, thus deftitute, could depend upon 
nothing but its cultures ; unfortunately, at the period 
when its inhabitants began to attend to them with 
advantage, there appeared in the ifland a fpecies of 
ant unknown in America, before it had esercifed fuch 
ravages in Barbadoes, that it was deliberated, whether 
it. would not be proper to abandon a colony formerly 
fo flourilhing. It is not known whether this infc<5t 
was transferred to Marrinico from the continent, or 
from this ifland. It is however certain, that it oc- 
calioned inexpreffible ravages in all the fugar planta* 
tions in the ifland where it appeared. This calamity, 
which had been too ineifedually refilled, had lafted 
for eleven years, when the colonics aflembled on the 
9th of March 1775, announced a reward of 666,000 
■livres [27,7501.], for the perfon who ftiould find a 
remedy againft thefe deftruftive fcourges. This im- 
portant fecret hath been already difcovered and prac- 
tifed by an officer named Defvoufe, upon one of the 
plantations the moft infefted with ants. This excel- 
lent cultivator had obtained plentiful crops by multi- 
plying the labours, the manure, and the weedings. 
by burning the ftraw in which this infedl concealed 
itfelf, by replanting the fugar-canes after every crop, 
and by difpofing them in fuch a manner as to facili- * 

tate the circulation of the ar. This example hath 
3 
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B o o K at length been followed hy the rich colonifts ; others 
. •^"'' will imitate it in proportion to their means ; and it is 
to be hoped that in procefs of time, the recolledtoD 
only will remain of this great difafter. 

This calamity was raging in its greateft force, wh£tL 
the hurricane of 1 766, the mod furious of thofe which 
had ravaged iVIartinico, dellroyed the provifions and 
the harvefts, rooted up the trees, and even overthrew 
the buildmgs. The deftrudion was fo general, that 
fcarce a few inhabitants remained able to adminifter 
comfort to fomany unfortunate people, and to relieve 
fo many miferiea. 

The high price to which for fome time coSee bad 
rifen, aHilled them in fupporting thefe misfortunes. 
This produ^on, which had been too much cultivat- 
ed, fell into difgrace, and the planters preferred on< 
ly the regret of having devoted their lands to a com- 
modity, the value of which was no more fufficieat for 
their fubfiftence. 

To complete thefe misfortunes, the mother-coun- 
try fuffered the colony to be in want of the perfons 
neceflary for the labours of it ; for from the year 
1764 to 1774 the trade of France did not introduce 
into Martinico more than three hundred and forty- 
five flaves, one year with another. The inhabitants 
were reduced to the neceOity of renewing their men 
from the refufe of the Engliih cargoes clandeftinely 
introduced. 

An enlightened minifter, whofc watchful eare 
would have extended itfelf to all parts of the empire, 
would have alleviated the fate of a great fettlement 
fo cruelly affiiAed, but this was not the cafe. New 
offices eiiabliftied on the colony were fubftituted to 
thofe fuccours it had a right to expe<5t. 

In the French fettlements in the New World, and 
undoubtedly in ihofe of other nations likewife, the 
Africans grew extremely depraved ; and ths was, 
becaufe they were certain of impunrty. Their ma- 
fters, feduced by a blind motive of intereft, never 
brought the criminals to juftice. In order to put a 
3 
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ftop to this great mifchief, the black code regulated book 
that the price of every flave who fliould be condemn- . ^'"'„ ^f 
cd to death, after information^ lodged againft him 
with the magiftrate by the proprietor, ihould be paid 
for by the colony. > 

Colledions were immediately made for this ufeful 
parpofe ; but part of them was foon employed in ex- 
pences foreign to their inftitution. That of Martini- 
CO was ftill more opprefleJ than the ethers with thefe 
a^8 of irijullice ; when in 1771 it was burdened with 
the expences incurred by the chamber of agriculture 
belonging to the colony, and with the falary of a de- 
puty, which its council keeps to no purpofe in the 
mother- country. 

Oppreffion was carried ftiU fitrther. ' The dutiei 
which the government coUeded at Marrinico, were 
originally very trifling, and were paid in provifions, 
which were changed into metals, wnen thefe univer' 
ial agents of commerce were multipUed in the tfland. 
Neverthelefs, the impoft was moderate till 1763, 
when it was raifed to eight hundred thuuf.md livres 
[833,3331. 6s. 8d.]. Three years after, it became 
neceliary to lower it, but this diminution, extorted . , 

by the calamities of the times, was put a ftop to in 
1762. The tribute was lowered again in 1778, to 
the fum of 666,000 livres [27 750I.], which is equal 
to a million [41,6661. 13s. 4d.J in the illands. It is 
pud by a poll-tax upon the white people and upon 
the Negroes, by a tax of five per cent, on the rent 
of houfes, by a duty of one per cent, on all heavy 
merchandife which enters the colony, and an equal 
duty upon all provifions that are exported from it, 
except coffee, which pays three per cent. 

On the firft of January 1778. the population ofPnCtat 
Martinico confifted of twelve tboufand white people 5jJ^,J^_ 
of all ages and of both fexes ; three tboufand free 
Negroes or Mulattoes, and upwards of fourfcore thou- 
sand flaves, though its calculations did not amount 
to more than feventy-two thoufaad. 
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BOOK Its cattle coniifted of eight thoofand two bundred 
. .^.^ i ' ,,. mules or horfes ; nine thoufand feven hundred head 
of homed cattle, and thirteen thoufand one hundred 
hogs, iheep, ot goats. 

Its fugar plantations amounted to two hundred and 
fifty.feven, which occupied ten thoufand three hun- 
dred and ninety-feven fquares of land. It cultivated 
iixteen millions fix hundred two thoufand eight hua- 
dred and fevent^cofiee plants ; one million four huo' 
dred thirty thoufand and twenty cacao plants ; and 
one million fix hundred forty-eight thoufand five hun- 
dred and fifty cotton plants. 

In 177s, the French navigators loaded at Marti- 
nico one hundred and twenty-two vefleh, with two 
hundred end forty-four thoufand four hundred and 
thirty-eight quintals fifty-eight pounds of clayed or 
raw fugar, which were fold in the mother- country 
for 9,971.155 livres 3 fols 7 deniers [about 415465I. 
16s.] ; with ninety-fix thoufand eight hundred and 
eighty-nine quintals fixty-eight pounds of coffee, 
which were fold for 4.577.159 fivies 16 fols [i9o,7i9L 
3s. 2d.] ; eleven hundred and forty-feven quintali 
eight pounds of indigo, which were fold for 975,018 
livres [40,6251. 15s.] ; eight thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty-fix quintals fixty^three pounds of cacao^ 
which were fold for 605,964 livres la fols [25,248!. 
los. 6d.] ; eleven thoufand and twelve quintals of 
cotton, which were fold for 2,753,100 livres [114,712!. 
203.] ; nine hundred and nineteen hides, which were 
fold for 8271 livres [344I. 12s. 6d.] ; twenty-nine 
quintals ten pounds of rope-yarn, which were fold 
for 29,100 livres [1212I. los.] ;' nineteen hundred 
fixty-fix quintals thirty-five pounds of blaclt calfia, 
which were fold for 52,980 livres 10 fols [2207I. lOS-J ; 
one hundred and twenty-five quintals of wood, which. 
were fold for 3125 livres [130I. 4s. 2d.3. The total 
amount of. thefe articles was 18,975,974 livres I Cd 
7 deniers [about 790,6651. us. gd.] ; but this fum 
did not entirely belong to the colony ; s little more 
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f bsn a quarter oi it belonged to St. Lucia and Gua- 9 o o k 

dalape, w^ch had fent part of their produilions to ■ , ^"^ _j 
Martiaico. 

All thofe who from inftind or duty are concerned ^"^ m»^ 
for the intereft of their country, would wilh to fecp^of^a^ 
the ,produi5lion3 multiplied at Martinico, It ia well"''^"''"^^ 
known, indeed, that the centre ofthe illand, full of 
horrid rocks, is unfit for the culture of fugar, coffee, 
or cotton ; that too much moifture would be hurtful 
to thefe produdions ; aud that, Ihould they fucceed* 
the charges of carriage acrofs mountains and preci- 
pices would abforb the profits of the crops. But in 
this large fpace n>eadows would turn to very good ac- 
count. The foil is excellent for pafture, and only 
wants the attention of government to fumiih the in- 
habitants with the neceflary increafe of cattle both 
for labour and food. There arc other fpots on the 
illand where the foil is ungrateful : craggy territories, 
which have been levelled by the torrents and the 
rains ; fwampy grounds, whtcb it would be difficult, 
and perhaps impoQible, to dry up ; and ftony lands, 
which cannot be fertilized by any kind of laboun 
The obfervera, however, who are the moft acquaint- 
ed with the colony, unanimoufly agree, that thefe 
cultures are capable of being increafed nearly by one- 
third, and that even this improvement might be 
brought about by a better and more fteady method 
of cultivation, without any further clearing of lands. 
But in order to attain to this improvement, a greater 
number of flaves would be required. It is a copfider- 
able thing that the inhabitants have been able to 
preferve, till our tirne, their works in the fame ftate 
as they had received them from their anceftors. We 
do not think that it will be in their power to increafe 
them. 

The proprietors of the lands at Martinico may be 
' divided into four clalTes. The firit are poflelTed of a 
hundred laj^ fugar plantations, in which twelve 
thouland Negroes are employed. The fecond have 
one hundred and fifty, worked by nine thoufand 
Yij 
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BOOK blacks. The third clafs poflefi thirtj-fix, with tw« 
'""■ thoufand blacks. The fourth, devoted to the cul- 
• ture of coffee, cotton, cocoa, and caflava, may em- 
ploy twelve thouiand Negroes. The remaining Haves 
of both feses are engaged in domtfftic fervices, in 
fiihing, or in navigation ; they are children or infirm 
perfons 

The firft clafs confifts entirely of rich people. Their 
culture is carried to the highell degree of perfedion* 
and they are able to preferve it in the flouriftiing 
Aate to which they have brought it. Even the ex< 
pences they mufl be at for replacing deficiencies, are 
not fo great as thofe of the lefs wealthy planter, as 
the Haves born upon thefe plantations fupply the 
place of thofe dellroyed by time and labour. 

The fecond clafs, which is that of planters in eafy 
circumftances, have but half the hands that would 
be neceffary to acquire a fortune equal to that of the 
opulent proprietors. If they were even able, to buy 
the number of Haves they want, the^ would be de- 
terred from it by fetal experience. Nothing can be 
more imprudent than the cuftom of putting a great 
number of frefti Negroes upon a plantation. The 
ficknefs thofe miferabie wretches are liable to, from 
a change of climate and diet ; the trouble of inuring, 
them to a kind of labour to wbich-they are not ac- 
cullomed, and which they diflike, cannot but difguft 
a planter, from the coiiftant and laborious attention 
he muft pay to this training up of men for the cul- 
tivation of land. The raoft aSive proprietor is he, 
who is able to increafe his works by one-fixth of the 
number of flaves every year. Thus the fecond clafs 
might acquire fifteen hundred blacks yearly, if the 
nett produce of their lands would admit of it. But 
they muft not e?pedt to meet with credit. The mer- 
chants in France do not feem difpofed to truft them ; 
^nd thofe who circulated their flock in the colony, 
no fooner found that they could not make ufe of it 
without running confiderable rilks, than they remov- 
ed it to Europe, or to St. Domingo. 

4 
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The third clafs, which are but little removed from b n o e 
indigence, cannot change their fituation hy any means ^^'- 
which the natural courfe of trade can fupply. it is ' 
a matter of difficulty for them to be able to fubfiA. 
The indulgence of government can alone put them 
into fuch a flourilhing condition as to render them 
ufefuJ to the ftate, by lending them, without intereft, 
the fums they may want, to raife their plantations. 
This clafs might employ a greater number of freih- 
Negroes than we have allotted to the fecond, with- 
out the fame inconveniencies ; becaufe each planter, 
having fewer flaves to look after, will be able to pay 
a greater attention to thofe he may purchafe. 

The fourth clafs, who are employed in cultures of 
lefs importance than that of fugar, do not Hand in 
need of fuch powerful helps, to recover that eafe and 
plenty from which they are fallen, by war, hurri- 
canes, and other misfortunes. Could thefc two lall 
clafles but make an acquifition of fifteen hundred 
Haves every year, it would be fufficient to raife them 
to that degree of profperity to which their induilry 
naturally entitles them. 

Thus Martinico might hope to revive her declining 
plantations, and to recover the firft fplendour to which 
her diligence had raifed her, if Ihe could get a yearly" ' 
accellion of three thoufand Negroes. But it is well 
known that flie is not in a condition to pay for thefe 
recruits. She owes the ijiother-country, for balance 
of trade, about a million [4r,6661. 13s. 4d.]. Aferies 
of misfortunes has obliged her to borrow four millions 
[i66,6661. 13s. 4d.] of the merchants fettled in the 
town of St. Peter. The engagements (he has entered 
into on account of divided inheritances, and thofe 
ihe has contraAed for the purchafe of a number of 
plantations, have made herinfolvent. This defperate 
ftate will neither allow her the means of foon reco- 
vering her former iituation, nor the ambition of pur- 
fuing that road to fortune which once lay open to 
her. 

Add to this, that ilie fiands expofed to invafion. vrhtOia 
Y iij 
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BOOK But though there are a number of places where the 

. ^_"'' enemy may land, yet they will never make the at- 

MirtiDico tempt. It would indeed be frtutlefs, becaafe of the 

^JJJj^'5"^ impoffibility of bringing up the arrillery and amuni- 

tion, acrofs fuch a rugged country, to Fort Royal, 

which defends the whole colony. It is in this latitude 

only that the enemy would fail, in order to make 

fuch an attempt. 

In the front of this ftrong and princi|«l place of 
defence is a famous harbour, fltuated on the fide of 
a broad bay, that cannot be entered without many 
tackings, which muft decide the fate of any fliip that 
is forced to avoid an engagement. If Jhe happens 
to be unrigged, or is a bad failer, or meets with fome 
accident from the variations of the fqualls of wind, 
the currents, or whirlpools, fhe will fell into the hands 
of an aflailant that is a better failer. The garrifon 
of the fortrefs itfelf may become a ufelefsand inglo- 
rious fpedator of the defeat of a whole fquadron, as 
it has been often of the taking of merchant-ftiips. 

The infide of the harbour is much injured, on ac- 
count of the hulks of feveral Ihips that have been 
funk there, to keep out the Englilh in the laft war. 
Thefe vefiels have been taken up again; but it will 
ftill require a confiderable expence to remove' the 
heaps of fand which had gathered about them, and 
to put the harbour in the fame ftate it was before. 
This work will not admit of any delay ; for the port, 
though not very fpacious, is the only one where (hips 
of all rates can winter ; the only one where they can 
be fupplied with mafts, fails, cables, and exceUent 
water, which is brought there from the diftance of a 
league by a very well contrived canal, and vrhich 
may be eafily procured. 

An enemy will always land near to this harbour, 
and there is no poffibility of preventing them, what- 
ever precaution be taken. The war could only be 
carried on againfl: them in the field; it could not be 
continued for any time, and the peopk would foon 



:,.ndty Google 



m THE EAST AND VEST Il^DUB. 343 

be reduced to Ihut themfelves up in their fbrtifica- book 
tioos. t . ^'"' ^ 

They fonnerly had no other fortification than Fort 
Koyal, where immenfe funu had been buried through 
want of ikill under a ridge of nwuntains. All the 
knowledge of the ableft engineers has never been 
fufficient to give any degree of ftrengch or fblidity to 
works occafiooally ere^ed by the moft unOdlful 
hands, and without any fort of plan. They have 
been obhged to content themfelves with adding a 
covered-way, a rampart, and flanks, to fuch parts of 
the place as would admit of them. But the work of 
the moft confequence has been to cut into the rock, 
which eafily gives way; and to dig fubterraneous 
KKuns, which are airy, wholefome, and fit to f^cure 
warUke ftores and provifions ; as alfo to fhelter the 
fick, and to defend the foldiers, and fuch of the in- 
habitants whofe attachment to their country would 
iofpire them with courage to defend the colony. It 
has been thought, that men who were fure of find- 
iag a fafe retreat in thefe caverns, after having es- 
pied their lives on the ramparts, would foon forget 
their fatigues, and face the enemy with frefli vigour. 
This idea was fortunate and fenfible,' and muft have 
been fuggcAed, if not by a patriotic government, at 
leall by fome fenfihle and humane minifter. 

But the bravery this muft infpire could not be fuf. 
ficient to preferve a place, which is commanded on 
all fides. It was therefore thought advifable to fix 
upon fome more advantageous fituation; and the 
point called Mome Garaier was chofen for this pur- 
pofe, which is higher by thiity-five or forty feet than 
thehigheft tops of Fatate, Tortenfoo, and Cartouch, 
all which overlook Fort Royal. 

Upon this eminence a citadel has been raifed, con- 
fiding of four baftions. The bal^ions in front, the 
covered-way, the refervoirs for water, the powder 
magazines ; all thefe means of defence are ready. 
The cazernes, and other necclTary buildings, will 
Y iiij 
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BOOK fooD complete the work. If even the redoubts and 
. ^"'' the battles, intended to force the enemy to make' 
' ' their defcent at a greater diftancc than Cafco bay, 
where they landed at the laft invaflon, ihould not 
be attended -with the effcA that is espeded fipom 
them ; yet ftiil the colony would be able to refift 
about three months. Fifteen hundred men will de- 
fend the Mome Garnier for thirty or fiK-and-thirty 
days againft an army of fifteen thbufand ; and twelve 
hundred men will fufiain themfelves for twenty or 
five- and. twenty days in Fort Royal, which cannot 
be attacked till Gamier has been taken. This is all 
that can be expeded from an expence of ten mil- 
lions of livres [416,6661. 13s. 4d.3. 

Thofe who arc of opinion that the navy alone 
ought to proted the colonies, think that fo confider- 
able an expence hath been mifapplied. As it was 
not poflible, in their opinion, to ereift fortifications 
and to build fhips at the fame time, the preference 
ought to have been given to the latter, as being in- 
difpenfably ncceffary"; efpecially if the impetuofitjK 
in the charafter of the French difpofes them to at- 
tack rather than to defend, they ought fooner to de- 
ilroy than ere£l fi3rtrelles ; or none but fhips fhoutd 
be built, thofe moveable ramparts which carry war 
with them, inftead of waiting for it. Any power that 
aims at trade, and the eftablifliment of colonies, muft 
have fhips, which bring in men and wealth, and in- 
creafe population and circulation ; whereas baftions 
and foldiers are only fit to comfume men and pro- 
vifions. All that the court of Verfailles can expefl 
from the expence they have incurred at Martinico, 
is, that if the ifland fhould be attacked by the only 
enemy it has to fear, there will be time enough to 
relieve it. The Englifh proceed flowly in a fiege ; 
they always go on by rule, and nothing diverts them 
from completing any works that concern the fafety 
of the afiailants ; for they efteem the life of a foldier 
of more confequence than the lofs of time.' T-his 
maxim, fo fenfible in itfelf, is, perhaps, mifapplied ift 
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the deftrudive climate of America ; but it is the b o o k 
maxim of a people, whofe foldiers are engaged in the . ^"^ ^ 
fervice of the ftate, not mercenaries paid by the 
prince. But whatever be the future fate of Martinico, 
it is now time to inquire into the prefent fiate of Gua- 
dalupe. 

W'his illand, wliich is of an irregular form, may be TbeFrcDch 
about eighty leagues in circumference. It is divided q^i 
into two parts by a fraall arm of the fea, which is not CiLimitM* 
above two leagues long, and from fifteen to forty J^I^^ 
toifes broad. This canal, known by the name of the thoc 
Salt River, is navigable, but will only carry Indian 
boats. 

That part of the ifland which gives its name to the . 
whole colony, is, towards tht; centre, full of crag- 
gy rocks, and fo cold, that nothing will grow there 
but fern, and feme ufelefs ihrubs covered with mofs. 
On the top of thefe rocks, a mountain called Zo 
Soupbrkrc, or the Brimflone mountain, rifes to au im- 
meniie height into the middle region of the air. It 
exhales, through various openings, a thick black 
fiaaoke, intermixed with fparks that are vihble by 
night. From all thefe bills flow numberiefs fprings, 
which fertilize the plains below, and moderate the 
burning heat of the climate by a refrelhing ftream, 
fo celebrated, that the galleons, which formerly ufed 
to touch at the Windward Iflands, had orders to re- 
new their proviiion with this pure and falubrious wa- 
ter. Such is that part of the iftand properly called 
Guadalupe. That which is commonly called Grande 
Terre, has not been fo much favoured by nature. 
The foil is not fo fertile, tx the climate fo wholefome 
or fo pleafant. It is, indeed, lefs rugged ; but it 
wants fprings and rivers. There are even no fprings . 
to be found there. Aqueducts, which would not be ' 
very expenfive, would undoubtedly, in procefs of 
time, enable it to enjoy this advantage in common 
with the other part of the colony. 

No European nation had yet taken pofielfion of 
this ifland, when five hundred and fifty Frenchmen, 
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B. o o K led on by two gentlemen named Lolioe and Dupkffis, 
. "'^ ^ arrived there from Dieppe on tho aStb of June. 1635. 
Tfaey had been veiy imprudeDt in tbeir preparations. 
Their provifions were £3 ill cho£eD, that they vere 
fpoiled in the paflage ; and they had Ihipped fo few, 
that they were exhaufted in two months. They were 
fuppbed with none fix)m the mother-country. St. 
Chnftopher*8, whether from fcarcity or defign, refiiied 
to ipare them any ; and the firft attempts in hufliand- 
ly they made in the country, could not yet afford 
any thing. No refource wa& left £ot the colony but 
from the favages ; but the fuperfiuities of a peofJe 
who cultivate but little, and therefore had never laid 
up any ftores, could not be very confid«rable. The 
new-comers, not content with what the favages might 
freely and voluntarily briog, came to a refolution to 
plunder tbem ; and hoftilities commenced on the i (kfa 
of January 1636. 

The Caribs, not thinking them&lves in a conditioa 
openly to refift an enemy who had fo much the ad- 
vantage from the fuperiority of their arms, deftroyed 
their own provtfions and plantations, and retired to 
Grande Terre, or to the neighbouring iflanda. From 
thence the moft defperate came over to the iHand 
from which they had been driven, and concealed 
themfelves ih the thickeft parts of the forefls. In 
the day-time they Aiot with their poifoned arrows, or 
knocked down with their clubs, ail the French who 
were fcattered about for hunting or fiihing. In the 
night, they burned the dwellings, and deftroyed the 
plantation, of their unjuft fpoUers. 

A dreadful famine was the confequence of this 
kind of war. The-colonifls were reduced to graze in 
the fields, to eat their own excrements, and to dig up 
dead bodies for their fubfifience. Many who had 
been flaves at Algiers, held in abhorrence the hands 
tbat had l»oken their fetters ; and all of them cUrfed 
their exiftence. It was in this manner that they 
atoned for the crime of their invafion^ till the go* 
T^rnment of Aubert brought about a peace with the 
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£iTages'at the end of the ytax 1640. When we con- book 
4der the injuitice of the hoftilities which the V^rn- . ^ ' , 
peans have committed all over America, we are ah 
moft tempted to rejoice at their misfortunes, and at 
all the judgments that purfue thofe inhuman oppref- 
fors. We are ready, from motives of humanity, to 
lenounce the ties that bind us to the inhabitants of 
our own hemifphere, to change ouc conneifhoos, and 
to contraft beyond the feas, with the favage Indians, 
an alliance which unites all mankiad, that of misibr- 
tune and compafBon. 

The rcmembraoce, however, t)f hard,fliips endured ^^^^^[^ 
in an invaded ifland, proved a powerful incitement decree* 
to the cultivation of iill articles of immediate necef- ^^^ ' 
fity ; which afterwards induced an attention to tfaofe ■"< d<>" 
of luxury confumed in the mother-country. The ^,ilS^ 
few inhabitants who had efcaped the calamities tbey i^i^i^r 
had drawn upon themfelves, were foon joined by fome hiTinEben 
difcontented coionifts from St. Chriftopher's, by Eu- ^""^^ 
ropesns fond of novelty, by failors tired of navigaticm, lit*" 
and by fome fea-captains, who prudently chofe to 
commit to the care of a grateful foil the treafures 
they had faved from the dangers of the fea. But 
ftill the profperity of Guadulupe was flopped, or im- 
peded, by obftacles arifing from its fituatton. 

The facility with which the pirates from the neigh- 
bouring iflands could carry off their cattle, their flares, 
their very crops, frequently brought them into a very 
defperate fituation. Inteltine broils, arifing from jea- 
louiies of authority, often difturhed the quiet of the 
planters. The adventurers who went orer to the 
Windward Iflands, difdaining a land that was fitter 
for agriculture than for naval expeditions, were eafi- 
ly attracted to Martinico, by the convenient roads it 
abounds with. The protedion of thofe intrepid pi- 
rates, brought to that ifland all the traders who flat- 
tered themfelves that they might buy up the fpoiU 
of the enemy at a low price, and all the planters wh» 
thought they might fafely give themfelves up to 
peaceful labours. This quick population could not 
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BOOK fail of introducing the civil and military goremincDt 
^^ f "'_ , of the Caribbee Iflands into Martinico. From that 
time, the French miniftiy attended more fetiouflj to 
this than to the other colonies, which were not fo im- 
mediately under their diredtion ; and, hearbg chiefly 
of this iOand, they turned all their encouragements 
into that channel. * 

It was in confequence of this preference, that in 1 700 
the number of inhabitants in Guadalupe amounted 
only to 3825 white people ; 325 favages, treeNegroes, 
or Mulattoes ; and 6725 flaves, many of whom were 
Caribs. Her cultures were reduced to 60 fmall plan- 
tations of fugar, 66 of indigo, a little cocoa, and si 
<• confiderable quantity of cotton. The cattle amount- 

to i6io horfes and mules, and 3699 head of homed 
cattle. This was the fruit of fisty years labour. 

The colony did not make any rapid progrefs till 
after the peace of Utrecht. Its population conlifled 
of 9643 white men ; 41,140 Haves ; and its cattle 
and provifions were proportioned to it, «when, in tho 
month of April 1759, it was conquered by the arms 
of Great Britain. 

France lamented this lofs ; but the colony had rea- 
fon to comfort themfelves for this difgrace. During 
a liege of three months they had feen their planta> 
tions deftroyed, the buildings that ferved to carry on 
their works burnt down, and fome of their flaves car- 
ried off. Had the enemy been forced to retreat after 
all thefe devailatiuns, the ifland was ruined. Depriv- 
ed of all affillance from the mother-country, which 
was not able to fend her any fuccours, and expei^ing 
nothing from the Dutch, who on account of their 
neutrality came into her roads, bccaufe ftie had no- 
thing to offer them in exchange; ftie could never 
have fubfiHed till the enfuing harveft. 

The conquerors delivered the colonifts from thefe 
apprehenfions. The EngliOi, indeed, are no mer- 
chants in their colonies. The proprietors of lands, 
who moftly refide in Europe, fend their reprefenta- 
tives whatever they want, and draw the whole pro- 
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duce of the eftate by the return of their fhip. An b o o k 
agent fettled in fome fea-port of Great Britain, is in- . ^"'' ^ 
trailed with the furniihing of the plantation, and 
' with receiving the produce. This was impracticable 
at Guadalupe ; and the conquerors in this refped 
were obliged to adopt the cuftom of the conqiiered. 
The EngUfh, informed of the advantage the French 
made of their trade with the colonies, haflened, in 
imitation of them, to fend their ihips to the conquer- 
ed ifland ; and fo multiplied their expeditions, that 
they overftocked the market, and fank the price of 
all European commodities. The colonift bought them 
St a very low price, and, in confequence of this plen- 
ty, obtained long delays for the payment. 

To this credit, which was neceffary, was foon ad- 
ded another arifing from fpeculation, which enabled 
the colony to fulfil its engagements. 

The victorious nation fent there eighteen thoufand 
feven hundred and twenty-one ilaves, in the expec* 
tarion of reaping in time great advantages from their 
labour. But their ambition was fruilrated, and the 
colony was reftored to its former pofleffors in July 

1763- 

The flourifhing ftate to which Guadalupe had been vumu 
raifed by the Englifli, was remarked by all the world, 5^;^^^" 
when they reftored it. It acquired that degree of <he miDi. 
confideration, which opulence always infpires at pre- pJJ„^ ;„ 
■fent. The mother- country beheld it with a kind ofihegowm- 
refpeCt. Till that time it had been fubordinate to """' *' 
Marrinico, as were all the French Windward Ifiands. 
The ifland was releaj'cd from thefe fhackles, which it 
confidered as a difgrace, by giving it an independent 
adminiftration. This arrangement lafted till 1768, at 
which period it was again fubjeded to the former 
yoke, from which it was releafed in 1772, and placed 
under it again fix months after. In 1775, a gover- 
nor of its own was again granted to it ; and it is to 
be hoped, that after fo many variations, the court of 
Verfailles will no more depart from this arrangement, 
the only one which is cuniformable to the principles 
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8 o o K of an enlightened policy. Should adjuiaiftratioD «ver 
. '^'"•_, fwerve from this fortunate plan, the governors and 
the intendants would again beftow their care, their 
credit, and their regard, upon the metropolitan iQand 
immediately under their infpeftion, while the depen- 
dent tAand would be abandoned to fubalterns, with- 
out influence or without confideration, and conse- 
quently without the power or the will of doing any 
thing ufeful. 

The military men, who have been of opinion that 
the two colonies ihould be united under one gover- 
nor, have been led into it from confidering the ad- 
vantages that would arife from colleding the forces 
of both iflands, for their mutual defence. But they 
have not refieded, that at an equal diftance betweea 
Martinico and Guadalupe, there is Dominica, an En- 
glish fettlement, which cannot be avoided, and whic 
overlooks equally the double canal that divides it 
from the French pofTellions. Should the French na- 
val forces be inferior to the Engliih, the communica- 
tion would be impradicable, becaufe the refpedive 
fuccours would infallibly be intercepted ; if, on the 
contrary, they fhould be fuperior, the communication 
would become ufelefs, becaufe no invafion could be 
apprehended. In either of thefe cafes, the fyftem 
propofed is chimerical. 

It would be very diflferent, if it were neceflary to 
carry on ofFenfive meafures. The union of the powera 
belonging to each of thefe iflands might become ufe- 
ful, and even neceflary, under fuch circumftances. In. 
that cafe, the command of the whole would be in- 
trufl:ed to one of the governors, and this command 
would ceafe at the conclufion of the projeiied enter- 
prife. 

But is it proper to leave a free trade between the ^ 
territorial productions of one colony and thofe of the 
other ? Till the conqueft of Guadalupe by the £n- 
glifli, the immediate connefVions of that ifland With 
the ports of France bad been limited to fix or feven . 
veflels annually. Its provifions, from motives m<xc 
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•r lefs msturely conHdertd, were mc^Iy Tent to Mar- book 
tiaico. When, at the period of the reftitution, the . ^"' f. 
adminiftration of the two colonies was feparated, their 
trade became likewife diflin^. The communicationK 
' have fioce beea opened again, and are ftill permitted 
at this prefent time. 

This arrangement is cenfured by fome people in 
France. It is neceflary, fay they with acrimony, that 
the colonies fttould fulfil their deftioation, which is, 
to coofume a great quantity of mercbandife from the 
mother-country, and to fend back a great abundance 
of produAions. And yet, notwithtlandiog her abili- 
ties to fulfil this double obligacion, Guadalupe will 
neither do the one nor the other, as long as fhe Ihall 
be allowed to carry her commodities to Martinico. 
This intercourfe will always be the caufe or the oc- 
cafion of an immenfe trade in foreign markets, and 
at Dominica in particular. This fraudulent trade can 
only be flopped, and the habit of fmuggling eradicat- 
ed, by prohibiting this communication. 

Thele arguments, which are founded upon motires 
of private intereft, ought not to prevent the con* 
firmation of the connexions which Guadalupe and 
Martinico hare formed with each qfher. Liberty is 
the with of all mankind ; and every proprietor hath 
a natural right to fell tbe produ<5iions of his foil to 
whom he choofes, and to as much advantage as he 
can. This fundamental principle of all well-regulat- 
ed focieties hath been fet afide in favour of the mo- 
ther-country ; and it was perhaps neceflary in the . 
prefent ftate of affairs. But to be deBrous of ex- 
tending farther the prohibitions to which the co- 
lonifts are fubje£led ; to wilh to deprive them of the- 
conveniences and advantages which they may derive 
from a lafting or a temporary communication with 
their own fellow-citizens, is an aA of tyranny which 
tbe merchants of France will one day be afliamed of 
having folicited, and which will never be granted but 
by an ignorant, corrupt, or weak minifter. It as it 
is pretended, the intercourfe permitted at prefent be- 
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BOOK tween the two idands, Oiould give part of their com- 
. ^'"' modities to artful and rapacious rivals, government 
may find fome fair means of introducing into the 
kingdom the territorital riches of Guadalupe, and of 
the fmali iflands which are under its dependence. 
UuidifU- Defeada, at the dillance of four or five leagues 
JJ,;;^'^ from Guadalupe, is one of thcfe iflands. Its territory 
dtiDp*. is exceedingly barren, and is ten leagues in circum- 
ference. It reckons hut few inhabitants, who are all 
employed in ,the culture of a i'ew coffee and cotton 
trees. It is not known at what precife time this fet- 
tlement was begun, but it is a modem one. 

The Saints, three leagues diftant from Guadalupe, 
are two very fmall iflands, which, with another yet 
fmaller, form a triangle, and have a tolerable har- 
bour. Thirty Frenchmen were fent thither in 1648, 
but were foon driven away by an cxceffive drought, 
which dried up their only fpring, before they had 
time to make any refervoirs. A fecood attempt was 
made in 1652, and lafting plantations were eftablifh- 
ed, which now yield fifty thoufand weight of coffee, 
and one hundred thoufand of cotton. 

At the diltance of fix leagues from Guadeloupe is 
Marigatante, which hath fifteen leagues in circum- 
ference. The numerous favages by whom it was in- 
habited, were driven from it in l6^ii, by the French, 
> who were obIige.d to fufiain and repel feveral warm 
attacks, in order to maintain themfelves in their ufur- 
pation. It hath an excellent foil, upon which a po- 
pulation hath fucceffively been formed, of feven or 
eight hundred white people, and- of fix or feven 
thoufand Negroes, mofl of whom are employed in 
the culture of fugar. 

St. Martin and St. Bartholomew are likewife de- 
pendent upon Guadalupe, though at the ditlance of 
forty-five or fifty leagues from it. The former of 
thefe iflands hath been fpoken of in the hiftory of the 
Dutch fettlements. It remains to fay fomething of 
the latter. 
' It is faid to be eleven leagues in circumfi^iracc. 
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its mountaios aw nothing but rocks, and its Valleys ^ "^ *| * 
nothing but fands, which are never watered by fprings ■ ^ 'y 
or by rivers, and much too feldom by the waters of 
the Iky. It is even deprived of a good harbour, al- 
though all geographers have beftowed this advantage 
upon it. In 1646, fifty Frenchmen were fcnt there 
from St. Chriftopher's ; they were maflacred by the 
Carilw in 1656, and were replaced only three years 
after. The barrennefs of the foil obliged them to 
hare recourfe to the Guyacum wood, which covered 
their new country, and of which they made fome 
fmall works, that were in great requeft. This refoufce 
Was foon exhaufted, and it was fucceeded by the card 
of a few cattle, which fupplied the neighbouring 
iflands. Soon after this, the culture of cotton was 
introduced ; and the crop of this amounts to fifty or 
fixty thoufand weight, when not checked by obfti- 
nate droughts, which are very frequent. Till thefe 
prefent times, the labours have al! been carried on by 
white people ; and it is ftill the only one of the Eu- 
ropean colonies eftablifhed in the NeW World, where 
firee men do not difdain to partake of the labours of 
agriculture with their fiaves. The numbers of the 
latter do not exceed four hundred and twenty-feven, 
nor thofe of the former three hundred and forty-five. 
The ifland could not, without difficulty, maintain a 
greater number, even in the moft profperous times. 

The wretchednefs of the inhabitants is fo well 
kno^n, that the enemy's privateers, which frequent-' 
ly put in there, have always paid punftually for what 
few refreihments they coidd fpare them, though the 
miferable inhabitants were too weak to compel them. 
There is then fome humanity left even in the breaft 
of enemies and pirates ; man is not naturally cruel ; 
and only becomes fo from fear or intereft. The armed 
pirate, who plunden a veffel richly laden, is not def- 
titute of equity, nor even of compalHon for a fet of 
poor defencelefs iflanders. 

On the firft of January 1777, the population of ftflfmt 
Cruadalupe, and of the illands more or lets fertile, cu<i^pe 
rol. IK % 
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BOOK under its dependence, amounted to twelve thoufand 
■ ^'"' feven hundred white perfons of all ages and of both 
andof tiie fcxcs, thirteen hundred and fifty free Negroes, or 
§Ji^„„, Mulattoes, and a hundred thoufand flaves; although, 
dcritide- in the account of the colony, there were only four- 
pemfcace. fj-Q^g ^^j foyj. thoufand onc hundred mentioned. 

Their cattle confilted of nine thoufand two hun- 
dred and twenty horfes or mules, fiiteen thoufand 
feven hundred and forty head of homed cattle, and 
twenty-five thoufand four hundred fiieep, hogs, or 
goats. 

Their cultures confifted only of four hundred and 
forty-nine-thoufand fix hundred and tweoty-two ca- 
cao trees; eleven million nine hundred feventy-four 
thoufand and forty-fix cotton plants ; eighteen mil- 
lion feven hundred and ninety-nine thoufaod^x hun- 
dred aod fourfcore coffee trees ; and three hundred 
and eighty-eight fugar plantations ; which occupied 
twenty-fix thoufand and eighty-eight fquares of land. 
Their goveroment, taxes, and impofts, were the 
fame as at Martinico. 

If tbefe frequent calculations be difgufting to the 
idle reader, it is hoped that they will not be fo difagree- 
able to political calculators ; who, difcovering, in the 
population and in the produdions of the lands, the 
exad proportion of the firength of the (late, will be 
the better enabled to compare the natural refources 
of all nations. 

It is only by a well-regulated regifter of fuch a 
nature, that we can judge, with fome degree of pre- 
cifion, of the prefent ftate of the maritime and com- 
mercial powers that have fettlements in the New 
World. The merit of the work, in this point, coa- 
fifls in its accuracy ; and fome allowances ought, 
perhaps, to be made to the author, for the want of 
embellifliments, in favour of the ufeful information 
which is fubilituted to them. There are eloquent 
defcriptions, and ingenious reprefentations enough of 
dillant countries, which ferve to amufe and to deceive 
the multitude. It is time to appreciate the truth. 
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"which refults from the hiftory of them, and to be in- B o o c 
formed, not fo much of what they have been, as of ._^'"' ^ 
what thej are at prefent : for the hiftory of what is 
palled, efpecially from the manner in which it is 
written, is almoU: as much applicable to future ages, 
as to the psefent. Let me be allowed, therefore, 
once again to declare, that no man fliould be furprif- 
ed at the numerous repetitions of the quantity of 
Negroes, .of animals, of lands, and of produdions j 
and at details, in a word, which, however dry and 
uncntertaining they may be to the mind, are never- 
thelefs the natural foimdations of fociety. 

Guadalupe muft obtain from its cultures, a very 
confiderable mafs of productions, and' more conlider- 
able even than Martinico. It hath a greater number 
of (laves ; it employs lels of them in its navigation 
and in its commerce ; it hath placed a number of 
them upon a foil which is inferior to that of its rival, 
but great part of which being newly manured, yields 
more abundant crops than the grounds which are 
fatigued by a long continuance of tillage. Accord- - 
ingly, it is evident, that fuch of its plantations as are 
not devoured by ants, yield an income much fuperi- 
or to that which is obtained at Martinico. Never- 
thelefs, eighty-one veflels of the mother-country did 
not carry away, in 1 775, irom. this ifland, more than 
one hundred and eighty-eight thouTand three hun- 
dred and eighty-lix quintals lis pounds of raw or 
clayed fugar, which were fold in Europe for 
7,137,930 livres 16 fols [297,4131. 15s. 8d.] ; 6xty- 
three thoufaod twenty-nine quintals and two pounds ' 
of cofiee, which were fold for 2.993,860 Uvres 19 fols 
[124,7441. 4s. i-fd.]) fourteen hundred thirty-eight 
quintals and twenty-feven pounds of indigo, which 
were fold for 1,222,529 livres 10 fols [50,9381. 14s. 
7d.] ; one thoufand twenty'three quintals fifty-nine 
pounds of cacao, which were fold for 7J,65i' Uvres 6 
fols [2985!. 9s. 5d.] ; &ve thoufand one hundred 
and ninety-three quintals feventy-three pounds of 
cotton, which were fold for 1,298^437 Uvres-io fols 
Zij 
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BOOK [54,1011. I IS. 3d.] ; feven hundred and twentx-feren 
^'"- hides, which were ibid for 6973 livres [39^ los. 
' ~' lod.] ; fixteen quintals and fifty-fix pounds o£ rope- 
yarn, which were fold for 16,560 hvres [690I.] ; 
twelve quintals and fizt7>two pounds of black caiBa, 
which were fold for 336 livres 15 fol> 10 deniera 
[about 14I. 8d.]; one hundred and twenty-fire quin- 
tals of wood, which were fold for 3125 livres [130I. 
4s. 2d.]. Thefe fums, colledively, amounted to do 
more than 13,751404 livres i&fols 10 denlers [about 
531,2911. 14s. id. 

Some of the produ^ions of the colony were fent 
to Martinico. Its molafTes, and fome other commo- 
dities, were bartered with the Americans, for wood, 
cattle, flour, and fait filh : its cottons were fent to 
Dominico, from whence it received flaves ; and its 
fugars to St. Euftatius, which paid for them in fpe- 
cie, or with bills of exchange, and with mercfaandife 
fiftm the Eaft Indies. 

The vigilance of its lall dire^cm hath put Ibme 
ftop to thefe fmuggling connexions, and the French 
veflels intended for the exportation of thefe commo- 
dities, have immediately been multiplied. Many of 
them have been induced by habit to go to Guada- 
lupe, properly To called, and to St. Charles of the 
Bafle Terre, where all the cargoes were fonnerly 
taken in, although it be but a foreign harbour, the 
accefs of which is difficult, and in which it is danger- 
ous to remain : but the greatefi number of them go 
to Pitre Point. 

This is a deep and tolerably fafe harbour, fituated 
at one of the extremities of Grande Terre : it was 
difcovered by the Englilh at the time when they weta 
in pdTeflion of the col(my ; and they were empbyed 
in rendering it healthy, when they were deprived of 
this acquifition by the peace. The court of Verfaillea 
purfued this idea of an enlightened conqueror, and. 
without delay, had the plan of a town traced, whicb 
hath rapidly increafed. Nature, the winds, the bear- 
ing of the coafts, allieem to concur in concentrating 
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m this fiaple almoft the whole trade of fo beautifol book 
a pofleffion. St. Charles can preferve no nwre trade ' . 

than it can be fuppUed with from the fine fugars of 
the Three Rirers colleded, and from the coffee* 
which are gathered in the diflrids of the BatliflT, of 
Deihays, of fiuillante. and of Pointe Noire. This 
town will, however, continue to be the feat of go- 
vernment, fince the forces of the colony, and the 
fortifications, are there. 

If fome obfervers are to be believed, the colony 
muft expe<% to decline. That part of it which is call- 
ed Guadalupe, and hath been cultivated for a long 
time, is not fufceptible, fay they, of much improve- 
- ment. On the other hand, they affirm, that Grande 
Terre will not fupport itfelf in the flourifiling ftate to 
which a fortunate hazard hath brought it. That vaA 
fpace, which was almoft entirely covered with briars 
feventeen or eighteen years ago, and which fumillies 
at prefent three fifths of the territorial riches, hath 
not a good foil. Its fugars are of a very iuferior qua* 
lity; it is defUtute of forefts, of dews, and of rivers, 
and is expofed to frequent droughts, which deftroy 
its cattle and its produ<fHoas : calamities which can- 
not but be increafed by time. 

We are very far from adopting thefe anxieties ; 
and our readers may judge of the reafons we have foe 
our fecurity. The calamities of an unfortunate war 
had almoft annihilated Guadalupe. But fcarce had 
it fubmitted to a foreign yoke, in 1759, than its plant* 
ers haftened to reftore the ruins of their manufa^ures, 
in order to' profit by the high price which the con- 
querors put upon their produdions. The three years 
fubfequent to its reftitution were employed in the re- 
ftoration of the buildings, that bad been conilrutf^ 
with precipitation. In the years 1767 and 1768, the 
roads of the colony were aU mended, and an eafy 
communication was opened between Guadalupe and 
Grande Terre, by means of two caufeways of three 
thoufiuid toifes each, which it was neceflary to raifij. 
Xiij 
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B o o K in the n)orafles. Before and after this period, conlt- 
. ^'"' ■ derable fortifications, and more than one hundred 
batteries, were erefted upon the coafts. Thefe la- 
bours have deprived the lands, for a long while, of 
part of the handt deftined to fertilize them. At pre- 
fent, that the Haves are all reftored to their manufac- 
tures, is it not fortunately a neceflarj confequence, 
that the commodities fhould increafe ? 

The colony-hath ftill other reafons to expefl: a ra- 
pid advancement. It hath fome territories which 
have not yet been manured ; and thofe which are al- 
ready cultivated are capable of improvement. Its 
debts are not confiderable. With fewer wants than 
the fettlements have, where opulence hath for a long 
time multiplied propenfities and delires, it can be- 
ftow more upon the improvement of its cultures. The 
Engliih iflands will ■continue to furniih it with Haves, 
if the French navigators ftill limit themfelves to con- 
vey to it annually no more than five or fix hundred, 
as they have hitherto done. All thefe circumftances 
united, fuggeft the idea that Guadalupe will foon rife 
of itfelf to the height of its profperity, without the 
affiftance, and notwithftanding the^fliackles, of go- 
vemment. 
Mj^'^ff' But can France be aflured of enjoying a long and 
rnnJto quiet polTelBon of this illand ? If the enemy that might 
^^^ attack the colony, chofe only to plunder the Grande 
from i^n. Terre, and to carry off the flaves and cattle from 
*°* thence, it would be impoffible to prevent this, or 
even to retaliate, unlefs an army were oppofed to 
them. Fort Lewis, which defends this part of the 
fettlement, is but a wretched ftar-fort, incapable of 
much refinance. All that could poffibly be expeft- 
ed, would be to prevent the devaftation from extend- 
ing any further. The nature of the country prefents 
feveral fituations, fome more favourable than others, 
by which the progrefs of an aflailant may be fecure- 
ly Hopped, whatever his courage or his forces may 
b?, He would, therefore, be forced' to reimbark and 
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proceed to the attack of what is properly called Gua- book 
dalupe. J^ 

The landing of the enemy could be effedcd no- 
where but at the bay of the Three Rivers, and at 
that of the Bailiff; or rather thefe two places would 
be moft favourable to the fuccefs of his enterprife ; 
becaufe they would bring him nearer than any other 
to Fort St. Charles of the Baffe Terre, where he 
would have lels di6Sculties to encounter. 

Let the enemy choofe whichever of thefe landings 
they prefer, they will find nothing more than a fpot 
covered with trees, ioterfeded with rivers, hollow 
ways, narrow paffes, and fteep afcents, which they 
muft march over expofed to the French fire. When, 
by the fuperiority of their forces, they have fur- 
mounted thefe d^cutties, they will be flopped by 
the eminence of the great camp. This is a platform 
furrouoded by nature with the river Galleon, and 
with dreadful ravines, to Which art bath added para* 
pets, barbettes, flanks, and embrafures, to dired the 
artillery in the moft advantageous manner. This in- 
trencbment, though formidable, muft be forced. It 
is not to be imagined that an intelligent general 
would ever leave fuch a poft as this behind him ; his 
convoys would be too much expofed, and he would 
not get up what would be neceffary for carrying on 
the fiege of Fort St. Charles without much diffi> 
culty. 

If thofe who were firft employed in fortifying Gua- 
dalupe, bad underftood the art of war, or even been 
only engineers, they would not have failed choofing 
the pofition between the river of the great Bay and 
that of Galleon, for ere^ng their fortifications. The 
place then would have had towards the fea-fide a 
front, that would have enclofed a harbour capable of 
containing forty fail of ftiips, which would have an- 
noyed the enemy's fleet, without being themfelves 
in the leaft expofed. The fronts towards the river 
Galleon asd that of the Great Bay would have been in- 
Ziiij 
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9 o o Kaeceffiblc, being placed upon the fvunmit of twoveiy 

1 ^"''_r fteep afcents. Tbe fourth front would have been the 

ionly place open to an attack ; and it would have 

been an eafy matter to ftrengthen that as much as 

might have been thought proper. 

Bychoofingthe prefeJatpofitionofFortSt. Charles, 
the works, which were conflrudted there, ought at 
leall to have flanked each other from tbe fea, and 
from the heights. But the principles of fortification 
were Jb much negle£)xd, that the fire was pointed 
entirely in a wrong dire^ion, that the internal works ■ 
were in all parts open to the view, and that the re^ 
vetments might be battered from the bottom. 

Such was the condition of Fort St. Charles, when, 
in 1764, it was thought proper to put it in a ftate of 
defence. Perhaps, it might have been beft to deltrDy 
it totally, and to- place the new fortifications on the 
polition juft pointed out. It wfia however thought 
neceflary to coyer the had fort, conftru^ed by uo- 
flcilfiil perfons, vrith out.works ; adding two )»AioQS 
towards the iea-fide ; a good corered-way, which 
goes all round, together with a glacis, partly cut and 
partly in a gentle flope ; two large places of arms with 
re-entering angles, having each a good redoubt, and 
behind thefe, good tenailles, with caponteres and po? 
fterns of communication with the body of the place ; 
two redoubts, one on tbe prolongation of the capital 
p{ one of the two places of arms, and the other at 
the extremity of an excellent intcenchment made 
along the river Galleon, the platform of which is de- 
fended by the cannon from another intrenchment 
made on the top of the bank of the otl^er fide of the 
lame river ; targe and deep ditches, a refervmr for wa- 
ter, and a powder magazine, bomb proof; in a word, a 
fufficient quantity of works under ground to lodge n 
third part pf the garrifon. All thefe out^^brks, well 
contrived, being added to the fort, will enable an 
a£tive and experienced commander to hold out a 
piege of two monhs, and perhaps more. But what- 
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trer ma? be the re0ftance that Guadalupe can «p- b oo k 
pofe to the attacks of the enem?, it is time to pus ■ ^ ■ 
on to St. Domingo. 

This iiland is one hundred and fixty leagues in siun de- 
length; its main breadth is about thirty; anditscir-^'^^^ 
cumference three hundred and fifty, or fix hundred ^ oaui^ 
in coading round the feveral bays. It is parted len^h- ^ 
ways, from eaft to weft, by a ridge of mountains, 
from which gold was extracted, before the continent 
of America had difclofed mines infinitely richer, ' 

The navigator who draws near f», ot who ap. 
proaohes the SpaniJh part of the illand, perceives no. 
thing but an irregular mafs of lands, heaped one up« ' 

on another, covered with trees, and divided toward) 
the fea-llde by bays or promontories : but he is in-* 
demoified for this profpetfl,' which is none of the moft 
agreeable, by the perfume of the flowers of acacis, 
and of the orange and lemon trees, which are con- 
veyed to him every morning and evening, from the 
midft of the woods, by the land breezes. 

The French part of the coaft, although cnltivated. 
doth not exhibit a much more fmiling afpeft. Ther« 
is a famenefs in all the horizon ; the fame accidents 
of nature, the fame eultuKs, the fame colours, «ad 
the lame edifices, prefent themfelves on all fides. 
The eye, fatigued, cannot fix itfelfon anyfpot. with- 
put meeting with the fame obje<a, and without feeing 
what it had feen before. There u only the northera 
part, which, being full of rich plantations, from th» 
fea-fide to the tops of the bills, exhibits a profpe<^ 
worthy of fome attention. This is the only landfcape 
in the ifiand ; but it cannot be compared to thofe in 
' Europe, where nature and art abound much more in 
Interefting beauties. 

The heitts are always confiderable in the plains. 
Although the temperature of the valleys depend part* 
iy upon their opening to the eaft or to the weft, it 
ioay be faid in gener^ that the air, which is damp 
and frefh before and and after fun-fet, is very hot in 
the couxfe of the day. The difierence of climate ii 
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BOOK indeed ontj to be felt upcHi the mountains ; where 
. ^^"" i ,- the thermometer is at feventeen degrees in the fhade, 
when, with the fame ezpofure, it nfes to twenty-five 
In the plain. 
Some Spain was the fole and , ufelefs proprietor of this 

^^^f^!^' large pofleffion, when fome Englilh and French, who 
Mkc reibge had been driven out of St. ChnJdopber's, took refuge 
^2^,^ there in 1630. Though the nprthem coaft, where 
they iirft fettled, was in a manner forfaken, they 
confidered, that being liable to be attacked by a com- 
mon enemy, ikwas but prudent to fecure a retreat. 
For this purpofe they pitched upon Tortuga, a fmall 
ifland within two leagues of the great one ; and twen- 
ty-five Spaniards, who were left to guard it, retired 
on the firil fummons. 

The adventurers of both nations, now abfolute 
mailers of an ifland eight leagues long and two broad, 
found a pure air, but no river, and few fprings. The 
mountains were covered with valuable woods, and 
the ferule plains only wanted the hand of the. culti- 
vator. The northern coaft appeared to be inaccef- 
fible ; but the foutbern had an excellent harbour com- 
manded by a rock, which required only a battery of 
cannon to defend the entrance of the ifland. 
This happy fituaUon foon brought to Tortuga a 
' multitude of thofe people who are in fearch either of 
fortune or liberty. The moft moderate applied them- 
felves to the culture of tobacco, which grew into re- 

{lute, while the more adUve went to hunt the bufia- 
oes at St. Domingo, and fold their hides to the Dutch. 
The mod intrepid went out to crulfe, and performed 
fuch bold exploits as will be long remembered. 

This fettleraent alarmed the court of Madrid. 
Judging, by the lofles they had already fuftained, of 
the misfortunes they had ftiU to exped, they gave 
orders for the deftru^on of the new colony. The 
general of the galleons chofe, for executing his com- 
mifiion, the time when the brave inhabitants of Tor- 
tuga were out at fea or a-hunting, and with that bar- 
barity which was then fo fiimiliar to his nation, hang* 
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^ ed or put to the fword all thofe who were left at home, b o o k 
He then withdrew, without leaving any garpfon, . 
fully perfuaded that fuch a precaution was needlefs, 
after the vengeance be had taken. But he foon found 
that cruelty is not the method to fecure dominion. 

The adventurers, informed of what had palTed at 
Tortuga, and hearing at the fane time that a body of 
five hundred men, deftined to harafs them, was get- 
ting ready at St. Domingo, judged that the only way 
to efcape the impending ruin, was to put an end to 
that anarchy in which they lived. They therefore 
gave up perfonal independence to focial fafety, and 
made choice of one Willis to be at their bead ; an 
Englifhman, who had diftinguiftied himfelf on many 
occafions by his prudence and valour. Under the 
guidance of this chief, at the latter end of 1638, they 
le-took an iiland which they had poflefled tor eight 
years, and fortified it, that they might not lofe it 
again. 

The French foon felt the efieds of national partia- 
lity. Willis having fent for as many of his country- 
men as would enable him to give the law, treated 
the reft as fubje<ils. Such is the natural progrefs of 
dominion ; in this manner moft monarchies have been 
formed. Companions in exile, war, or piracy, have 
chofen a leader, who foon ufurps the authority of a 
matter. At firft he ihares the power or the fpdils 
with the ftrongeft ; till the multitude, cruflied by the 
few, embolden the chief to afliime the whole power' 
to himfelf; and then monarchy degenerates into def- 
potifm. But fuch a feries of revolutions can only 
take place in many years in great ftates. An ifland 
of fixteen leagues fqjare is not calculated to be peo- 
pled only with Haves. The commander De Poincy, 
governor-general of the Windward lOands, being in- 
formed of the tyranny of Willis, immediately fent 
forty Frenchmen from St. Chriftopher's, who colled:ed 
fifty more on the coaft of St. Domingo. They land- 
ed at Tortuga ; and having joined their countrymen 
on the ifland, they all togeUier fuounoned the £n- 
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V o o K glilh to withdraw. The Englifli, difconcerted at 

,_J™|^fuch_an unexpected and Tigorou8 adion, and oot'^ 

doubting but that fo much haughtinels was fupport- 

ed by a much greater force than it really was, ctB' 

cuated the iilaod and never returned. 

The Spiioiaids were. not fo tradable. They fuf- 
fered fo much from the depredations of the pirates 
who were daily fent out from Tortuga, that they 
thought their peace, their honour, and their ioterefl, 
were equally concerned in getting that ifland once 
more in their own power. Three times they reco- 
vered it, and were three times driven out again. At 
h& it remained in the hands of the French, in 1659, 
who evacuated it when they were firmly eftabliHi- 
ed at St. Domingo, but without giving up the pro< 
perty of it. The government have always drawn 
from thence the woods ncce&ry for Ihip-buildiog, 
for the ufe of the artilleTy, and for the troops, till a 
rapacious minifter took the ifland out of the hands of 
the treafury, in order to increafe his lamily inheri- 
tance with it. 

Their progrels, however, was but flow ; and they 
firil attracted the attention of the mother-country in 
1665. Huntfmeo, indeed, and pirates were conti- 
nually feen hovering about from one ifland to an- 
other ; but the number of planters, who were pro- 
perly the only the colooifls, was exceedingly limited. 
The government was fenfiblc how neceflary it was to 
multiply them ; and the care of this diflScult work 
was committed to a gentleman of Anjou, name Ber- 
trand Dogeron. 
Tbacowt l^i^ ni^"> whom nature bad formed to be great in 
MiL"" *^'™'^'^^^* independent of the fmiles or frowns of for- 
tnvwfedg- tune, had ferved fifteen years in the marines, when 
•dth^en- he went over to America in 1656. With the heft 
mm!^Stn contrived plans, he failed in his firft attempts ; but 
th^idK- tijg fortitude be fhowed in hit misfortunes, made hii 
fyhihtj, virtues the more confpicuous ; and the expedients be 
2^P" found out to extricate himfeU", heightened the opi- 
vooer. nion already entertained of his genius. Tl^e efteein 
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and attachment he had infpired the French with at B o o K 
St. Domingo and Tortuga, induced the government , ^'"- j 
to intrull him with the care of direding, or rather of 
fettling, that colony. 

The execution of this projed was full of difficul" 
ties. It ,wa8 neceflary to eftablifh the regularity of 
fociety upon the ruins of a ferocious anarchy ; to fub- 
jed the uncontrouled fpirit of plunder to the facred 
and fcvere authority of the laws ; to revive fentiments 
of humanity in men hardened by the habirof crimes; 
to fubftitute the innocent inftruments of agriculture 
to the deftrudive weapons of murder ; to incite to a 
laborious life, barbarians accuftomed to idlenefs, which 
is the general attendant upon rapine ; to infpire vio- 
lent men with patience ; to induce them to prefer 
the tardy fruits of obftinate labour to rapid enjoy- 
ments, acquired by fudden exertions ; to fubftitute 
a propenfity for peace to the thirft of blood ; to inftil 
the fear of danger in the mind of him who delighted 
to expofe himfelf to it, and the love of life in him who 
defpifed it ; it was neceflary, in a word, that men 
who had never refpeded any thing, and who had al- 
ways traded freely with all nations, Ihould be pre> 
vailed upon to refped the privileges of an exclufive 
company formed, in 1664, &r all the French fettle- 
ments. ,When all this was effeded, it then became 
ncceffary to allure, by the fweets of a well reg^ated 
government, new inhabitants into a country which 
had been traduced as a bad climate, and which was 
not yet known to be fo fertile as it really was. 

Dogeron, contrary to the general opinion, was in - 
hopes he fhould fucceed. A long intercourfe with 
men he was to govern, had taught him how they 
were to be dealt with ; and his fagacity could fuggeft, 
or his honed foul adopt, no method of engaging them, 
but what was noble and juft. The freebooters were 
determined to go in fearch of more advantageous la- 
titudes ; he detained them by relinquifliing to them 
that fliare of the booty which his poft entitled htm 
to, and by obtaimn^ for them from Portugal com- 
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BOOK minions for attacldng the Spaniards, even after thej 
. ^'"' . had made peace with France. This was the only 
method to make thefe men friends to their country, 
who otherwife would have turned enemies, rather 
than have renounced the hopes of plunder. The buc- 
caneers, or huntfmen, who only wifhed to raife a fuf- 
ficiency to ered habitations, found him ready to ad- 
vance them money without intereft, or to procure 
them fome by bis credit. As for the planters, whom 
he preferred to all the other colonics, he gave them 
every poffible encouragement within the power of his 
indultrious a<9:ivity. 

Thefe happy alterations required only to be made 
permanent. The governor wifely confidered, that 
women could alone perpetuate the happinels of the 
men, and the welfare of the colony, by promoting 
population. This was a natural one; hut it was ne- 
ceffary to confider what kind of women they mull 
have been, from whom fuch pleafing effet^s could 
have been expefted. Women born of honeft parents, 
and well educated ; prudent and induftrious womeo, 
who would one day become good wives and afiedlioa- 
ate mothers. The total want of one fex in the new 
fettlement. condemned the other to celibacy. Do- 
geron thought of remedying this kind of indigence, 
which is the moil diiiicult of any to bear, and which 
plunges a man into a {late of melancholy, and in- 
fpires him with a difguft for life, deprived, for him, 
of its moil powerful attradtion. Fifty young women 
were fent over to him from France, and were foon 
difpofed of at a very high price. Soon after, a like 
number arrived, and were obtained on ftill higher 
terms. They were fold as fo many flaves, and bought 
as any common merhcardife. It was money, and 
not the choice of their heart, that decided their lot. 
What expedations could be formed from alliances 
thus contradcd ? And yet this was the only way to 
gratify the mod impetuous of all paflions without 
quarrels, and to propagate the human race without 
bloodihed. All the inhabitants expeded to have fe- . 
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male companions from their own country, to alleviate b o o e 
and to fbare their fate. But they weredifappointed; . J ""' ^ ^ 
none were afterwards fent over, except abandoned 
women, vile and defpicable wretches, who embarked 
with all the vices of the mind, and the dif^es of the 
body, that are attached to an abjedl condition, which 
they were far from being afhamed of, fince they 
iihowed not the leaft reludance to engage themfelves 
ibr three years in the ferrice of the men. This me- 
thod of loading the colony with the refufe of the mo- 
ther-country, introduced fuch a profligacy of man- 
ners, that it became neceflary to put a flop to fo dan- 
gerous an expedient, but without fubflituting a bet- 
ter. By this negle^ St: Domingo loft a great many 
brave men, who could not live happy there, and was 
deprived of an increafe of population which might 
have proceeded from the colomfts who fltll preferved 
their attachment to the illand. The colony has long 
felt, and perhaps feels to this day, the effeds of fo 
capital an error. 

Notwithftanding this error, Dogeron found means 
to increafe the number of planters to fifteen hundred 
in four years time, when there were only four hun- 
dred at his firft coming. His fuccelles were daily in- 
creafing; when they were fuddenly Aopped, in 1670, 
by an infurretftion, which put the whole colony in a 
ferment. He did not incur the leaft cenfure foe 
this unfortunate accident, in which he certainly had 
no ftiare. 

When this worthy man was appointed by the c&urt 
of France to the government of Tottuga and St. Do- 
mingo, he could only prevail upon the inhabitants to 
acknowledge his authority, by giving them hopes 
that the ports under his jurifdicUon ftiould be open 
to foreigners. Yet fuch was the afcendant he gained 
over their minds, that by degrees he eftablifl^d jn 
the colony the exclufive privilege of the company ; 
which, in time, engrofled the whole trade. But this 
company became fo elated with profperity, as to be 
guilty of the injuftice of felling their goods for two 
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a o o K thirds more than had till then heon paid to tb( 
. ^ ^'"' ^ Dutch. So deftniftive a monopoly rerolted the io- 
habitants. They took up arms ; and it was but a 
year after, that they laid them down, upon conditioa 
that all French fhips Ibould be free to trade with 
them, paying five per cent, to the company at com- 
ing and going out. Dogeron, who ibrought about 
this accommodation, availed himfelf of that orcum- 
ftance to 'procure fliips, feemingly deftined to convey 
bis crops into Europe, but which in &k£t were more 
the property of bis coloniftt than his own. Every one 
ihipped bis own commodities on board, allowing a 
moderate freight. On the return of the veffel, the 
generous governor caufed the cargo to be expofed to 
public view, and every one took what be wanted, aot 
only at prime cofl, but upon truft, without intereft, 
and even without dotes of hand. Dogeron had ima- 
gined he fhould infpire them with fentimenta of pro* 
bity and greatnefs of foul, by taking no other fecurit^ 
than their word. By this condu^, he exemplified 
how well he was acquainted with the human heart. 
The man whom we have degraded in his felf-efti- 
mation, by miftrufting him, having nothing to lofe in 
our minds, will not fcruple to fhow himfelf occaGon- 
«Uy a rogue, a bafe viUain, a traitor, an impoftor, 
fuch as he really is, or even perhaps fach as he is' 
not, but fuch as he knows you think him to be; 
while the man, for whom we fhati have fhowo fome 
Ihare of efteem, will not debafe himfelf if he ibould 
have deferved it, and will pique himfelf upon his 
honour, if he Ihould not. To impute virtues or vices 
to nken, is frequently the way to infpire them with 
either. In the midll of thefe parental offices Dogeroa 
was cut off by death in 1675. 

Miaifters and depofitaries of the royal authority, 
iqftead of thofe long and ufelefs inftrudtions dmwn 
by clerks, as ignorant as they are rapacious, and fent 
to the perfons whom you intend for the government 
•f the colonies, who receive them with the utmoft 
•MBtempt ; get tha life of Dogeron writt«i for thc^ 
3 . 
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life, and let It be concluded wkh thefe words : rosszss book 

THE VIRTUES OF THIS HAN, AND LET TOUR CONDUCT . ^ ^'"' ^ 
C0H70RU ITSELF TO HIS. 

O Dogeron ! thy ncgle£ted lemuDS repofe, perhaps, 
ia Ibme unknown part of St. Domingo, or of T<Htuga. 
But if thy meniory he eitind in thofe countries, if 
tfay name, tianlmitted from fathers to children, be 
not proaouDced with emodoD ; the defcendants of 
thofc colonills, whofe felicity you infured by your 
talents, by your difintereftednefs, by your courage, 
by your patience, and by your labours, are ungrate- 
ful people, who do noC dejerve better governore than 
moft of tfaofe who are fent to them. 

Dogeron left no other inheritance than an example 
of patriotiiljn, and of every humane and focial virtue. 
Pouancey fucceeded him. With the fame qualifica- 
tions as his uncle, he was not fo great a man ; be- 
cauie he followed his fteps more from imitation, than 
from natural difpofition. Yet the undifcerning mul- 
titude placed an equal confidence in both ; and both 
had the honour and happineis to eftablifti the colony 
upon a firm footing, without laws and without fot< 
diers. Their natural good lenfe, and their known in- 
tegrity, determined all differences to the ^tisfaSion 
of both parties ; and public order was maintained by 
that authority which is the natxual confequence of 
perfonal merit. 

So wile a conftitution could not be lading ; it re- 
quired too much virtue to make it lb. In 16S4 there 
was fo vifibte an alteration, that, in order to eftablilli 
a due fubordination at St. Domingo, two adminftrators 
were called in from Martinico, w^ere good policy was 
alceady in a great mealiiie feCded. Thefe legillators 
appcaoted courts c^ judicature in the ieveral diftrids, 
accountable to a fupeiior council at Little Guave. In 
procels of time, ^is jurifdidion growing too exten- 
five, a like tribunal was ereifled in 1701, at Cape St. 
Francis, for the softheni diftrids. 

All theie innovations could hardly be introduced 
Trithout fome oppofition. It was to be feared that* 
^ol.Jr. A a 1 
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BOOK the hunters and- pirates, who corapofed the bulk of 
■ *'"• ■ the people, averfe from the reftraints that were going 
to be laid upon them, would go over to the Spa- 
niards and to Jamaica, allured bj the profpe^t of 
great advantages. Th(f planters themfelves were un- 
der fame temptation of this kind, as their trade was 
clogged with fo many reftriftions, that they were 
forced to fell their commodities at a very low price. 
The former were gained by perfuafions ; the latter 
by the profpeft of a change jn their fituation, which 
was truly defperate. 

Skins had been the firft article of exportation from 
St. Domingo, as being the only things the Buccaneers 
brought home. Tobacco was afterwards added by 
culture ; and it was fold to great advantage to all oa- 
tioDS. This trade was foon confined by an exclufive 
company ; which, indeed, was in a fhort time abolifh- 
ed, but with no advantage for the fale of tobacco, 
fince that was formed out. The inhabitants, hoping 
to meet with fome indulgence from government, as a 
reward for their fubmilfion, offered to give the king 
a fourth part of all the tobacco they ihould fend into 
the kingdom, free of all charge, even of freight, upon 
condition they fhould hare the entire difpofal of the 
other three- fourths. They made it appear, that this 
method would bring in a clearer profit to the re- 
venue than the forty fols [is. 8d.] per cent, which 
were paid by the farmer. Private interefts oppofed 
{o reafonable a propofal. 

In circumftances fuch as thefe, I am always afto- 
nilhed at the patience of the opprefTed people. I fay 
to myfelf, why do they not all aflemble together at 
the houfe of the member of adminiftration appointed 
to govern them, and addrefs him in the following 
terms ? *' We are weary of an authority which vexes 
" us. Retire from our country, and tell the perfon 
" whofe reprefentative you are, that we are no rebels, 
" becaufe no rebellion can exift -unlefs it be againft a 
" good king, and that he is only a tyrant againft 
■ " whom we have a right to, revolt. You may add, 
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" that if he Ihould be defirous of pofleffing a defert book 
" country he will foon be fatisfied ; for that we are , ^"'' . 
" all determined to perilh, rather than live any long- 
" er miferable under an unjuft governmeDt." The 
colonifts did not give way to the fuggeftions of de- 
fpair, but in their refehtment they turned their in- 
duftry with fuccefs to the culture of indigo and co- 
coa. Cotton was a very promifing article, becaufe it 
had in former times greatly enriched the Spaniards ; 
but they foon gave it up, .for what reafon is not 
known ; and in a few years not a fingle cottori plant 
was to be feen. 

Till then the labours had all been performed by 
hirelings, and by the pootefl of the inhabitants. Some 
fuccefsful expeditions againft the Spaniards procured 
them a few Negroes. The number was increafed by 
two or three French fliips, and much more by prizes 
taken from the Englifli during the war of 1688 ; by 
an invafion of Jamaica, from whence the French 
brought away three thoufand blacks, in 1694. With^ 
out flaves, the culture of fugar could not be under- 
taken, but they alone were not fufficient. Money 
was wanting to eredl buildings, and to purchafe uten- 
fils. The profit fome inhabitants made with the free- 
booters, who were always fuccefsful in their expedi- 
tions, enabled them to employ the flaves. They 
therefore undertook the planting of the canes, which 
convey the gold of Mexico to thofe nations whofe 
only mines are .fruitful lands. 

But thecolony, which, though it had loft fome of AeomptnT 
its Europeans, had ftill made a progrefs to the north j'^'^*''^- 
and weft, amidft the devaftations that preceded thefo«therti 
peace of Ryfwick, was yet but little advanced tog^'^'- 
the fouth. This part did not reckon a hundred in- 
habitants, all living in huts, and all extremely wretch- 
ed. The government could fix upon no better ex- 
pedient, to make fome advantage of foextenfive and 
ib fine a country, than to grant, in 1698, for the 
fpace of half a century, the property of it to a c(Jm-^ 
pany, which took the name of St. Louis. . 
A, a ij , 
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BOOK This company engaged, under the penalty of for- 
. *'"• . feiting their charter, to form a capital of 1,100,000 
livFes [50,000!.]. and to convey, in the-courfeof the 
five firft years, uptHi the lands granted to them, fif- 
teen hundred white people, and two thoufand five 
' fanndred Negroes, with one hundred of the former 

and two hundred of the latter each of the following 
years : they were to diftribute landfi to whoever 
ihould be defirous of them. Each perfon, accosdiag 
tc> his wants and abilities, obtained ilaves that were 
to be paid for in three years ; the men at the rate of 
fix hundred livreg [25I.], and the women at the rate 
of four hundred and fifty livres [(81. 158.]- The 
fame credit was allowed for merchajidife. 

Upon thefe conditions, the charter en(ured to the 
new fociety the exclufive right of buying and felling 
tlvoughout the whole territory alEgned to them, but 
at the prices only that were fettled in the other parts 
of the ifland. Even this dependence, oppreiliye to 
the colonifi, was ftill alleviated, by allowing him to 
take, where he thought proper, whatever he was le& 
in want of, and to pay out of his provifiens, what- 
' ever he might have occafion to buy. 

Monopoly, as a torrent that is loft in the^byfe itfetf 
has made, works its own luin by its rapaciou£&efs. 
The company of St. Louis affords an inllance, among 
Hiany others of the defe^ and abufes of esclufive 
aflbciations. It was ruined by the knavery and ex- 
travagance of its agents ; nor was the tenitory com- 
mitted to hs care the better for ^1 thefe lofles. The 
plantations and people that were found there, when 
the company gave up her rights to the govemmeut 
in 1720, were chiefly owing to the contraband trad- 
ers. 
The erfooj It wBs during the long and bloody war begun on 
^o b^ account of the Spaniih fucceflion, that this attentat 
<°^^ had been made towards the improvement of the co- 
riOuDEfci- lony. It might have been exposed to hare made a 
Jj^^ ■» fpeedy progrefs, when tranquillity was reftored to both 
woth, nations by the peace of Utrecht. ITiefc happy pro- 
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fpe^ were blafted by one of thofe calamities which » o o K 
it is not in the power of man to forefee. All the co- ■ ^ ' - 
coa trees upon the colony died in 1715. Dogeron ootwith- 
had planted the firft in 1665. lYi procefs of time f^-^e,;. 
thej had increafed; efpccially in the narrow valleys !•«»""(*- 
to the weftward. There were no lefs than twenty """"*■ 
thoufand upon feme plantations ; fo that, though co- 
coa fold for no more than five fols [two pence half- 
penny] a pound, it was become a plentiful fource of 
wealth. 

Cnfeivations of greater importance amply compen- 
fated this lofs, when a circumftance of the mod di- 
ftreffing nature threw the whole cdony into confter- 
nation. A conltderable number of its inhabitants, - 
who had devoted twenty years labour in a burning 
climate, to lay up a competency to fpend a comfort- 
able oH age in their native country, were returned 
to it, with a fufficient fortune to enable them to dif- 
charge their debts and purchafe eftates. Their com- 
modities were paid them in bank notes, which proved 
ufelels to them. This fatal calamity obliged them 
to return poor into an ifland from whence they had 
departed rich ; and reduced them, in their old age, 
to folicit employment from the very people who had 
formerly been their fervants. The fight of fo many 
unfortunate perfons hifpired a general detefi:ation for 
the India Company, wMch was conlidered as account- 
able for thefe calamities. This averfion, raifed by 
mere compafiion, was foon changed into a profound 
hatred, and not without fufficient reafon. 

The French colonies, fince their eftablifiiment, re- 
ceived their flaves from the hands of the monopoly, 
and confequenily received but few, and at an exor- 
bitant price. Being reduced in 1713 to the impoffi- 
bility of continuing their languid operations, the com- 
pany themfelves made the private merchants part- 
ners in their trade, upon condition that they fliould 
pay 15 Jivres [12s. 6d.} for every Negro they fhould 
catryto the Windward Iflands, and 30 livres [il. 5s.] for 
thofc whom they ihould introduce into St. Domingo. 
A a iij 
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BOO KThis new arrangement was followed by fo great a 
. ^'"' . degree of adivity, that the government were at 
length induced to give np exclufive privileges, by 
granting in 1716 the Guinea trade to the ports of 
Rouen, of Bourdeaux, of Nantz, and of La Rochelle. 
It was to coft them two piftoles [i6s. Sd.] for every 
flave who fliould arrive in America ; but 'the com- 
modities which were to be acquired by the fale of 
thefe unfortunate people, were exonerated from one 
half of the duties to which the other productions 
were fubjeift. The inhabitants were jufl: beginning 
to feel the good effeds of this liberty, imperfed as it 
■was, fince it was confined to four ports, when St. 
Domingo was condemned again to receive its plant- 
ers from the India Company, who were not even 
obliged to furnilh them with more than two thoufand 
every year. We cannot, indeed, determine which is 
the mofl aftonilhing circumftance in the courfe of the 
events relative to the New World, either the rage of 
the firft conquerors who laid it wafte, or the flupidity 
of the governments, which by a feries of abfurd re- 
gulations, feem to have propofed to themfelves either 
to perpetuate the mifery of the inhabitants, or to 
plunge them again into that ftate, whenever they 
entertained hopes of emerging from it. 

In 1722, the agents of thus odious company -arrived 
in the colony. The buildings where they tranfaded 
their bufinefs were burnt to the ground. The fhips 
, that came to them from Africa were either denied 
admittance into the lyirbour, or not fuffered to dif- 
pofe of their cargoes. The chief governor, who en- 
deavoured to oppofe thefe diflurbances, faw his autho- 
rity defpifed, and his orders difobeyed, as they were 
not enforced by any compulfive power ; he was even 
put under arreft. Every part of the iQand refounded 
with the clamours of fedition and the noife of arms. 
It is difficult to fay how far thefe exceffes would have 
been carried, had not government had the prudence 
to make concelEons. In this one inftance, the peo- 
ple did not fofierior the folly of their rulers ; and 
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the duke of Orleans convinced mankind, upon thisB o o k 
occafion, that he was above the ordinary ftarap of. .^"Lr 
men, by avowing himfelf the author of a rebellion 
which he had excited by a defei^ive inftitution, and 
which, under a ruler lei^ enUghtened or lel^ moderate, 
would have been feverely punilhed. After two years 
of trouble and confufion, the inconveniencies refult- 
ing from anarchy dtfpofed the minds of all parties to 
peace, and tranquillity was reftored without having 
recourfe to violent meafures. 

From that period, no colony ever fo much improv- 
ed its time as that of St. Domingo. It advanced 
with the utmoft rapidity to a profperous ftate. The 
two unfortunate wars which armoyed its Teas, have 
only ferved to cgmprefs its ftrength, which has in- 
creafed the more fince the ceflation of hoftilities. A 
wound is foon healed when the conflitution is found. 
Difeafes theml^lves, in the ftate, as well as in the 
body, are a kind of remedies, which, by the expul- 
fion of the vitiated humours, add new vigour to a ro- 
buft habit of body. Thofe difordgrs that are fatal to 
either the one or the other, are fuch as, being flow 
in their progrefe, keep them in a ftate of perpetual 
indifpolition, and lead them imperceptibly to the 
grave. But after difeafes that are acute have brought 
on a violent criUs, the delirium ceafes and the de- 
bitity goes off; and as the ftrength is reftored a more 
regular and uniform motion is eftabliflied, which 
promifes a lafting dura]|ion to the machine. So war 
feems to ftrengthen and fupport national fpirit in 
many fiates of Europe, which might be enervated 
and corrupted by the profperity of commerce and 
the enjoyments of luxury. The immenfe lofles which 
almoft equally attend vii^ory and defeat, excite in- 
duftry and quicken labour. Nations will recover 
their former fplendour, provided their rulers will let 
them follow their own bent, and not pretend to dired 
their fteps. This principle is peculiarly applicable to 
France, where nothing more is requilite to profperity 
than to give a free courfe to the adivity of the in- 
A a iiij 
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BOOK habitants. Whereever nature. I^tcs them at full li- 
. ,i ^'"' . berty, the^ fucceed in giving het powers their ftiU 
fcope. St. Domingo affords a ftriking inftance of 
what may be expeded from d good foil, and an ad- 
Tdntageofis fituation tn the haada of Frenchmen. 
seMieawnti The fouthem part, Which is occupied by France, 
ihef^", extends from Pitre Poifit to Cap<i Tiburon. At the 
"°P»"5* period of their conquftrta in the New Worlds the 
go. '™"'' Spaniards had built upon this coaft two large villages, 
which they forfook in Icfs profperous times. The 
vacated places were not immediately occupied by 
the Ftench, who muft be apprehenfive of the vicini- 
ty of St. Domingo, where the chief force of that 
power, upon whote rain they Were rifing, was con- 
centrated. Their privateers, who commonly affem- 
bled at the little ifiahd called Vache Ifland, to cruize 
upon the Caftilians, and divide theit fpoils, encoura- 
ged fome planters to begin a froall fettlement upon 
the continent in 1673. It was foon deftroyed, nor 
was it refumed till a conQderable tiihe after. The 
company appointed to fettle and eltetld this colony 
did not fulfil their obligations. Its progtefs was owing 
to the Englilh of Jamaica, c^nd to the Dutch of Cu- 
raflbu, who having refolved to carry flavcs to this 
place, bought Up the produce of a land, which they 
themielves alone Contributed to impnave. It was 
not till 1740, that the merchants of the mother-coun- 
try began to attend to this fettlement. From this 
period they frequented this p3rt of the colony a Uttle. 
notwithftabding the winds, which often render the 
failing out of this road tedious and difficult. 

The part which is to the eaft of all the reft is cal- 
led Jaqucmel. It confifts of three parifhes, which 
occupy thirty-fix leagues of the coaft, and run into 
a moderate and very unequal degree of depth. This 
vail fpace is filled up with fixty plantations of coffee, 
fixty-two of indigo, and fixty of cotton. Moft of 
their planters are poor, and can never grow very 
lich. A foil, which is in general fall of hills, ftony, 
?nd ^?cj)ofed to droughts, prevents tbeni f^otn afpHing - 
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to wealth. This can only be done by thofe who di- d o o K 
Tide the plain of Jaqucmel. TbeM are twenty very . ^"'' . 
fpacioua habitations, of which ten only dre watered, 
though they be all fulceptihle of this advantage. It 
is there, that in an exhaufted foil, indigo, which 
would require a virgin foil, is cultivated. When 
hands, and other, means for carrying on an extmAve 
culture, fliall no longer be wanting, fugar will be 
fubftttuted to it, which fucceeds as well as can be 
d^Qred, in the only plantati(ai where the ccAotiifU 
have begun to cultivate it. 

Aquin hath an extent of fifteen leagues along the 
borders of the fea, and of three, four, and fometimes 
fix leagues in the inland parts. This fettleroent rec 
kons forty plantations of indigo, twenty of coffee, 
and nine of cotton. Its mountains, lefs elevated 
than tbofe which are contiguous to them, on that ac- 
count enjoy only the benefit of a few fprings, and 
a fmall quantity of rain, and promife nothing but 
great abundance of cotton, which will undoubtedly 
be one day required of them. With regard to ita ■ 
plains, they were formerly in a flourifliing ftate ; but 
the droughts, which have gradually increafed in pro- 
portitm ae the country hath been cleared, have di- 
minilfaed more and more the quality of the indigO, 
which conllitated all the riches of the colony. Thii 
plant, which leaves the ground almoft habitually ex^ 
pofed to the heat of a burning fun, fhould be re* 
placed by fugar, which would keep the earth cover- 
ed fiir eighteen months together, and will preferve 
in it for a long time the fh^ed degree of molfture. 
Four of the moil wealthy inhabitants have already 
made this change in their plantations. Tlie natun 
tof the foil will allow twenty-five colonifts to ff^low 
their example ; and they will no doubt refolve 'upon 
it, when they fhall have acquired the means fufficient 
, Sov that purpofe, and when the waters of the rivtf 
Serpente fhall bate be«i prudently diftributed. In 
the prefent ftate of things, ail the produdions of that 
diftriU are collected in one (own only, which is far 
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BOOK adraoced Id the inland parts. The impolIibiUty of 
, ^'"^ f conveying them to the coaft in the rainy feafons, and 
the unavoidable expences of the carriage, even in 
. the moft favourable times, had fuggefted the idea of 
forming this llaple upon the borders of a deep bay, 
where the commodities are Shipped : but this 0tua- 
tion doth not afford one acre of ground fit for culti- 
vation ; there is no fweet water to be found in it, 
and the Aagnating waters of the Tea corrupt the air, 
Thefe reafons have caufed this projed to be laid afide, 
for its inconveniencies would be greater than the ad- 
vantages derived from it. 

' St. Lewis is a kind of town, which, though built 
at the beginning of the century, hath no mote than 
fifty houfes. The forming of this fettlement ws« 
determined upon, on account of an exceeding good 
harbour, even for (hips of the line. Confiderable 
fortifications were erefted upon a fmall ifland, fitu- 
ated at the entrance of the harbour, which were 
deftroyed by the Englifti in 1748, and have never 
fince been reftored. The territory of this diftridl ex- 
tends five or fix leagues along the coafi. Its moun- 
tains covered with acacia wood, arc moft- of them 
fufceptible of culture. Its plain, which is uneven, 
hath fome fertile fpots upon it, and its numerous 
morafies might be dried up. There are no more than 
twenty plantations of coffee, fifteen of indigo, fix 
of cotton, and two of fugar here. This laft produc- 
tion would fucceed in ten or twelve plantations, e- 
. fpecialiy if they were watered by the river St. Lewis, 
which, it is thought, they might eafily be. 

Cavaillon doth not occupy more than three leagues 
upon the borders of the ocean. This is a long neck, 
of land, which extends eight or nine leagues up the 
country. It is divided by a large river, which, in 
times of heavy rains, unfortunately overflows to a 
confiderable dillance, and occafions great ravages. 
At the difiance of two leagues from its mouth is a 
fmall town, where the veffels arrive, and where they 
take in the productions, which are fumilhed by twen- 
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ty plantations of coffee, ten of indigo, fix of cotton, book 
antl feventeen of fugar. The number of the laft '^'"■ 
might be doubled, with fecility, in a plain which ^" ' 
hath five or fix thoufand fquares in extent ; but the 
three moft flourifhing of thofe which exift, have fcarce ■ 
yielded half of what they might produce, and the 
others only yield a trifling produce, and of a bad 
quality. The mountains, though covered with an 
excellent foil, do not compenfate for this deficiency. 
The diftrifts granted by government will remain un- 
cultivated, till roads fhaU have been made for the 
conveyance of the produdions. This undertaking; 
which is beyond the means of the inhabitants, ought 
to be executed by the troops. Idlenefs, and infe&ious 
moralTes, have hitherto deprived the foldicrs of their- 
induftry, and have made them perifh upon the banks 
of the fea. The frcfhnefs of elevated places, the 
wholefome air which is breathed there, a moderate 
fhare of labour, and the eafy circumflances which it 
would be proper tbey fhould enjoy ; in a word, all 
thefe concurring caufes, would they not maintain 
them in their natural ftrength ? would they not en- 
fure their prefervatlon ? 

The plain at the bottom of Vache Ifland contains 
twenty-five thoufand fquares, of a foil which is ex- 
cellent every where, except in fome parts that have 
been covered with gravel by the torrents, and a few 
moraffes, which might be eafily dried up. There 
have been fucceffively formed here eighty-three fu- 
gar plantations, and there might ftill be fifty more 
etlablilhed. Thofe which exift have fcarce more than 
one third of their territory cultivated, and yet they 
.yield an immenfe quantity of raw fugar. From this 
wf may judge how much the whole of the grounds 
would fumilh, if they were properly cultivated. One 
might depend upon a produce fo much the more re- 
gular, as the rains do liot fail fo often in this diftrift 
as in the others, and as there are three rivers running 
through it, which offer themfelvcs, as it were, for the 
watering of all the plantations. 
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* xiR * '^^ fogar and the mdigo which grow in the plain, 
1 ^ _f the coffee and the cotton, which defcend from the 
mountains, are all carried to the town of Carres, form- 
ed b^ near four hundred hoofes, which are all built 
in a marfliy territor7, and are moft of them furround- 
ed with ftagnant waters. The air which is breathed 
in that place is equally deficient in elafticity as in 
falubrity. 

This ftaple feems to have been placed, as it were, 
fOTtuitoufly, in the bottom of a Ihallow bay, which 
grows more and more fo, and has but three channels. 
The anchorage is fo con6ned, and fo dangerous du- 
ring the equinox, that {hips which happen to be there 
at that feaibn are frequently loft. The great quan- 
tity of mud brought thither by the waters of a tor- 
rent on the fouth fide, has increafed to fuch a degree, 
that in twenty years time there will be no entrance. 
The canal,, formed by the vicinity of Vache Illand, 
js of no afe, and only obftrufls the navigation. The 
creeks in (his place are the refort of the privateers of 
Jamaica. As they cruize there without fails, and can 
obferve without being feen, they always have the ad- 
vantage of the wind over fuch vefiels as are hindered, 
by the violence and conftant ftruggle of the winds, 
from paiBng above the ifland. If it were poffible that 
any men of war could put into this bad harbour, the 
impoflibiiity of furmounting this obftacle and that 
of the currents, in order to get to windward of the 
ifland, would oblige them to follow the track of mer- 
ehant-fhips. Doubling, therefore, one after another, 
the point of Labacou, on account of the fhoals, thefe 
fhips would get between the land and the enemy's 
fire, with the difadvantage of the wind, and would 
infallibly be deftroycd by an inferior fquadron. 

The town of Cayes is not better than its harbour. 
It contains 280 houfes, all funk into fwampy ground, 
and moll of them furrounded with ftagnant water. 
The air of this fpot is foul and unwholefome ; and on 
this account, as well as the badnefs of the harbour, 
it has often been wilhed by the court of Verfailles, 
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that the trade with the mother-ctHintiy could be b o o k 
transferred to St. Lewis. But tbe efforts that have ^"*- 
been made to e&&. this, have hitherto been unfuc- • "' 
cefsful ; and will for ever be fo ; becaufe it is rea- 
foaaUle to fuppofe, that ex(:hajige6 will always bs 
edlablifhed on that fpot where the produt^ions are 
moft pkntiful, and where the cofifamption k greateft. 
To pretend to thwart this order of tbifigs prefcribed 
by nature, would be to retaid to no purpofe the pro- 
grels of a good fettkmeDt. £vea the caprkes of in. 
duftry fhoald be indulged by goTemmcait. The 
leaft unealiaefs in the trader creates diftruft. Polid- 
cal and tailitary rjeafonings will never prevail againft 
thoTe of iotereft. Trade only AeoHihes in a foil of 
its -own chodfing. It is alarmecT at every kind of i<e- 
ftraint. 

All that tbe French miniftry could reaJbnably pror 
pofe. would be to withdraw the. tribunals ffom St. 
Lewis, which neither is, nor ever will be of any con- 
fequenpe, in order to transfer them to Cayes, where 
the population and the |»odu&ion9, which are al- 
ready confiderable, muft increafe gee«tly ; to ^dig » 
bed for a torrent, the violent overflowiags of which 
frequently occafion inespreffible rav«ges ; and to for- 
tify, and render the town more wh(rfeforae. Both 
might be efleiaed, by digging a ditch all round the 
town, and the rubbifh would ferve to ^ up the 
marfhes within. The ^louod, beiog raifed higher by 
this cc^trivasce, would confequeBtl;^ grow drier ; the 
water, which would be brought down by a gentle 
defcent from the river into this deep ditch, would, by 
the affiftance of fome fortifications, fecure the town 
from tbe attacks of the privateers ; and would even 
afford a temporary defence, aod allow time to cajit- 
tulate with a imall fquadron. 

Greater improvements mi^ht and ought to be 
made. Why not allow a feititious harbour te an 
important mart, which wiH foon be flopped ? The 
merobent-fliips that fcek IheltM- in what is called the 
f lemiftt Bay, two leagues to windward of -Otytn. 
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BOOK feem to point out this fpot as the harbour that tbis 
, _• "'"• ^ town (lands in need of. It would contain a con- 
siderable number of men of war, fafe from all winds ; 
would afford them feveral careening places ; would 
admit of their doubling the Vache Ifland to wind- 
ward, and enable them to carry on with the town, 
along.fide the coaft, an intercourfe, which, being pro- 
te<fled by batteries properly difpofed, would Jteep the 
privateers in awe. The only inconvenience is, that 
the fliip-worm is more apt to injure the veffel in this 
place than in other pans, on account of the nature 
of the bottom and the calmnefs of the fea. 

Abacou is a peninfula, which was formerly in a 
flourifhing fiate, on account of the abundance and 
the quality of its indigo. But fince this voracious 
plant hath deftroyed every principle of vegetation 
upon the numerous little hillocks of that place, it is 
nowhere cultivated with any fuccefs but upon the 
borders of the fea, which are' enriched with the fpoils 
of the upper grounds. This decreafe hath determin- 
ed a certain number of colonifts to transfer their in- 
duftry to other parts. Thofe who, either from habit 
or reafon, have perfevered in remaining on their plan- 
tations, have enlarged them as much as they have 
found it convenient. They ftill maintain themfelves 
by fuffering part of their grounds to lie fallow, while 
the other part is cultivated. But this refource is 
not equal to what it would be in Europe. This 
is the opinion of the inhabitants themfdves, who 
direct their induftry towards the culture of fugar, 
as much as their fortune and their credit will allow 
them. 

It is upon the cultivated and . exhausted heights of 
Ais quarter, that it would be proper to breed cattle. 
Government were in an error, when they ceded the 
mountains, upon condition that they fhould be co- 
vered with horned cattle. Befides that a virgin foil 
could not be realbnably employed in paflure ground, 
as it might be rendered more produ<ftive to the ftate ; 
it was impolfible to expeA that enterpriling men 
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would make themfelves Iheph^ds, when they could book 
derive greater advantages from their grounds, in . ^'"' . 
whatever culture they might employ them. It may 
even he affirmed, that the cattle will always be in- 
finitely fcarce at San Domingo, even in thefe places 
which cannot be employed for any other purpofe, as 
long as the monopoly of flaughter-houfes fhaU fubfift 
in the colony. 

Coteaux occupies about ten leagues of the ihore, 
and is from two to live leagues in depth. Small 
creeks are every where found, where it is eafy to 
land ; but none of them o^er a fecure fhelter in 
rough weather. This quarter contains twenty-four 
plantations of coffee, three of cotton, and fixty-iix of 
indigo. This laft produftion hath lefs decreafed in 
quantity, and lefs degenerated in quality, at this 
place, than any where elfe ; advantages which muft 
be attributed to the nature and to the difpofition of 
the territory. The time, however, doth not feem far 
diftant, when the borders of the fea will difplay four~ 
teen or fifteen fugar plantations formed upon the 
ruins oMxc ancient cultures. Habit, and the facility 
of obtaining flaves by contraband conneaions, will 
facilitate this revolution. 

Tiburon, which hath ten leagues of extent upon 
the borders of the fea, and two, three, or four in the 
inland parts, terminates this coaft. The road of this 
cape doth not offer a fufficient flielter againft ftorms ; 
but well-difpofed batteries may render it a place of 
retreat for the French velfels, which are purfued in 
time of war in thefe latitudes. This fettlement hath 
four habitations for cotton, thirty for indigo, and * 
thirty-feven for coffee. Four fugar plantations have 
been eAabUlhed there fince the peace, and their 
number may be increafed to fixteen. 

All the fettlements which we have juft taken a re- Meuubf 
view of, languilh in a ftate of greater or lefs mifery. "^(^J*^ 
Accordingly, the fales and the purchafes are notthefouth- 
made there with metals, as in the northern or eaftern ^ ^^ 
part of the colony. On the fouthem, the mercban- ™g'>' ^ 
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BOOR dife of Europe is exchanged &r the produdioas of 

^"'- America. This favage pra&ice occailoDs eternal dlf- 

*"" CU&OIK, iimuoieraible frauds, and ruinous delays, 

which keep off the navigators, thofe efpeciall/ wbo 

carry on the fiave-trade. 

It is a fai(^. which is but too well proved, that the 
snnual I0& of Negroes amounts naturally to one twea- 
tieth part of them, and that accidents carry off a fif- 
teenth part. From diis circumftance it follows, that 
the country we are fpeaking of, aod in which up* 
wards of forty tboufaad flaves are coUeded, muft 
bave fe«i five and twenty thouiand of them die in 
tec yeai% time. Eight thouJand one faundced and 
tbirty-fbur Aincans, who have been introduced by- 
French privateers £com 1763 to 1773, have not cer- 
tiioly been able to fill up this ^vat void. What 
would tben have been the fate of thofe iettlements 
if the {muggUng trade had not liipplied the deficien- 
cy ? But this is not the whole. 

The fov^hern part of St. Domingo hatb a great 
difadvantage. The mouBtains that command it, de~ 
prive it, as well as the weAera coaft, during the tpace 
of abcHit fix months, of the rains of the north and the 
north-eaft, which fertilize the northern parts of the 
oountryr k will then remain untilkd or be ill cuhi- 
rated, till the waters of the rivers Ihall hare fuppUed 
' the place of thofe from the Iky. This operation, 
wbich would increafe the productions by two- thirds, 
requires a vaft capital and a great number of flaves. 
The iTsde of France, whether from inability or mif- 
tzvft, doth not fumifh them. 

What meafures ought government to purfue? They 
fttould lay open that part of the colony for the fpace 
often or fifteen years, freely to all foreigners. The 
Engliih would carry Negroes to it, and the Dutch 
woi^d advance money at an interefi, which might 
■very well be fuftained by the cultures of the New 
World. The fuccefs of this ftep would be inialUMe, 
if laws were made which fliould give a prc^r degree 
ef^ralidjty to the credit of the two nadone. 
3 
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The weftem part of the colony differs greatly from s o o k 
tb« foutbera. The firft fettlement of any confe- . ^'- , 
■ queoce, which is found there, is that of Jeremiah, settiemenu 
or the Great Bay. It occui»«s twenty leagues of ^7^*^ 
coaA, from Cape Tiburon to Petit-Trou, and extends suOonicf. 
from four to fix leagues in the inland parts. ' As this*^ 
diftrii^ is ftiU an infant fettlement, the borders of the 
fea only are inhabited, and tbefe even very little. 
AU the produ^ons, hoffever, which enrich the reft 
of the illand are cultivated here. There is alfo one 
produ£tion which ii peculiar to it, and this is cacao. 
which could not fucceed in more open places j and 
one hundred thouiand pounds weight are annually 
gathered. The ftaple is a fmall town agreeably built 
and fituated upon an (:miQ<!nce, where the air is ex- 
ceedingly wholefome- It muft in time become a con- 
fiderable mart. Unfortunately it hath got a bad hat^ 
hour ; whenever the north winds blow with any de- 
gree of violence, the fhips are obliged either to take 
refiige at Cape Dame Marie, where no meafurei have 
been taken to proteifl them, or to feek for the illand 
of Caymitet, which is expofed to the inroads of the 
pirates. 

The Little Guare was fonnerly in great reputation! 
which was owing to its harbour, where ftups of all 
fizes found an excellent anchorage, conveniencies for 
refitting, and a ihelter from all winds. It was an 
afylum the moft convenient for adventurers, whofe 
only defign was to appropriate to themfelves the fpoils 
of tiie Spaoilh navigators. This place hath loft much 
of its celebrity fince cultures have fucceeded to pi- 
racy ; it owes the &naU degree of confidecation it ilill 
retains to the richneis of its territorial produdions< 
which are limited to fifteen plantations of fugar, twen- 
ty of cofiiK, and twelve of indigo or cotton ; and ftill 
more to the produce of twenty-four plantations of fo- 
gar, fifty of iodigo. fixty-fcven of coffee, and thirty- 
four of cotton, which are poured into its SixjH* frmit 
die patiifaes of Fetit-Tiou. Lance-J^Veaux, Sl Mi- 
oha^ and the Great Gtare. It is imheaUlij, and ' 
J^/.iK Bb 
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BOOK will always be fo, till a flope hath been made for the 
. ^'"' f river Abaret, the ftagnant waters of which form in- 
fedious morafles. 

The de{>endencies of Leogane have fome degree 
of extent : twenty habitations are reckoned among 
tbem deftined for indigo, forty for cofiee, ten for 
cotton, and fifty-two for fugar. Before the earth- 
quake of 1770, which deftroycd every thing, the 
town had fifteen regular built ftreets, and four hun- 
dred houfes of ftone, which are at prefentooly built 
of wood. Its pofition, which is upon a narrow, fer- 
tile, and well-watered plain, would he ' excellent, if 
a navigable canal were made to open an eafy com- 
munication with its harbour, which is no more than 
a mile diftant. 

If it were advifable to have a fortified town on the 
weftem coafl. undoubtedly Leogane would claim the 
preference. It ftands upon plain ground, is not com- 
manded by any eminence, nor can it be annoyed hj 
y any fhips. But to fecure it from being furprifed, it 

fhould at lead have been furrounded with a deep 
ditch, which might eafily be filled with water with- 
out the leaft expence. This might have been tffe&- 
ed at a much more reafonable rate than the works 
which have been begun at Port-au-Prince. 

The wellem part of the ifland was the firft that 
was cultivated by the French, that being at the great- 
eft diftancc from the Spanifti forces, which they had 
then reafon to fear. This being in the centre of the 
coafts that belonged to them, the feat of government 
was fixed there. It was firft fettled at the Little Gu- 
ave, hath been fince tra^isferred to Lepgane, and hath 
at laft been fixed at Port-au-Prince in 1750. 

The territory of this diftrid contains forty planta- 
tions of fugar, fifty of coffee, and fifteen of cotton. This 
produce is increafed by feveral fUU more confider- 
able, which arife from the rich plains of the Cul-de- 
Sac, of the Arcahaye, and of the mountains of Mir- 
balais. In this point of view, Port-au-Prince is an 
important ftaple, to which a proteObn ought to be 
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grdtited fufficient to prevent any furprife, and to fe- b o o k 
cure the retreat of the citizens. But let us confider i.,^"' ; r 
whether it was proper to coocentrate in this fpot the 
civil and military authoritj, the tribunals, the troops, 
the ammunition, the provilions, and the arfeoab ; 
every thing, in a word, which contributes to the fup- 
port of a great colony. 

The place that was made choice of for the intend- 
ed capital, is an opening of about 1400 toifeslong in 
a direft line, and commanded on both fides. Two 
harbours, formed by fome iQets, have afforded a pre- 
tence for this injudicious choice. The harbour in- . 
tended for trading veflels being now almoll filled up, 
can no longer admit men of war with fafety ; and 
the great harbour defigned for tbefe, being as urn- 
wholefome as the other, from the exhalations of the 
fmall iflands, neither is nor can be defended by any 
thing againll a fuperior enem)'* 

A fmall fquadron might even block up a ftronger 
one in fo unfavourable a pofition. Gonave, which di- 
vides the bay in two, would leave a free and fafe paf- 
fage for the fmaller fquadron ; the fea winds would 
prevent the other fquadrofi from getting up to it ; 
the land winds, by &cilitating the exit of the ene- 
my's (hips from the harbour, would leave them the 
choice of retreating through either of the outlets of 
St. Mark and Leogane j and all other circumftances 
being equal, they would always have the advantage 
of keeping Gonave between them and the French 
fquadron. 

But what would be ^e confequence, if the French 
fquadron Should prove the weakeft ? Difabled and 
purfued, it could never gain a fiielter that runs fo 
deep into land as Port-au-Prince, before the conque- 
ror had taken advantage of its defeat. If the dif- 
abled flilps fiiould reach the place, nothing could 
hinder the enemy from purfuing them almoft in a 
line, and even from entering the king's harbour, 
where they would take refuge. 

The heft of all ftations for a cruife is that where ' 
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BOOK one miy cboofe whether one vill accept or decline 
. ^'"' ■ the fight, where there is but a fmall fpace to guards 
where the whole may be viewed from one central 
ptunt, where a fafe anchorage m&y be found at crery 
tack, where one may be concealed without goin^f 
far, procure wood and water at pleafure, and fail in 
open fcas, in which there is nothing to fear but from 
fqualls. Thefe are the advantages that an enemy's 
fquadron will always have over the French fliips at 
anchor in Port-au-Prince. A fingle frigate might 
fafely come and bid them defiance, and be fufficienc 
to intercept any trading fhips that Ihould attempt to 
go in or out without a convoy. 

Nevertbelefs, a harbour fo unfavourable as this, 
hath determined the building of the town. It ex- 
tends alorig the fea-fiiore the fpace of 1 200 toifes, 
that is, nearly along the opening which the fea has 
made in the centre of the weftern coaft. In this 
great extent, which runs in to the depth of 550 
toifes, are, as it were, loft, 558 houfes or dwtlling- 
places, difperfed in 29 ftreets. The drainings of the 
torrents that fall from the hills, render this place al- 
ways damp, without fupplying it with good water. 
Add to all this, the little feeurity there is in a place 
commanded on the land fide, and on the fea fide 
eafy of accefs in all parts. Even the fmall iilands 
which divide the harbours would be fo far from de- 
fending the town from an invafion, that they would 
only fcrve to cover the landing. 

Such is the fpot, which on accoont of private in- 
terefts, hath been unfortunately chofen to build the 
capital of St. Domingo upon. It hath been entirely 
deftroyed by an earthquake which happened in 
1770. This was the time to have brought about an 
alteration, and there was the more reafon to expeA 
it, as there is the greateft probability that the new 
town is built upon the cavern of the volcano. But 
thefe hopes were fruftrated ; the private houfes and 
the public edifices have all been rebuilt. 

Sleep on then, thou fenfelefs iahabitaat c^ St. Do- 
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nun^, fince thou art fi> intrepid ; fleep on, upon book 
the flight and thin layer of earth which parts thee ,_^'"^^ 
from the gulf of fire that bums under thy pillow. 
Remain ignorant of the danger with which thou art 
threatened, lioce thy apprehenJions would tend only 
to embitter every inllant of thy Ufc, without pre- 
ierring thee from' it. — Confider not how much thine 
exiftence is precarifeoG. fie not informed, that it de- 
pends upon the cafual fall of a ftream, or upon the 
infiltration, already periiaps far advanced, of the 
fmall quantity of waters by which thou art furround- 
ed in the fubterranean cauldron, which thy habita- 
tion hath been doomed to cover. If thou fhouldft . 
emerge from thy ftupidity only for an inllant, what 
would become of thee ! Thou wouldft behold death 
moving under thy feet. The hollow found of the 
torrents of fulphur expanded, would contioually af- 
fitil thine ears. Thou wouldft feel the ofciUation o£ 
the layer of earth that fupports thee. Thou wouldft 
hear it open with tumultuous noife. Thou wouldft &y 
from thy houfe, and run diftradledly about the ft^eets. 
Thou wouldft think that the walls of thy dwelling, and 
all the edifices, wereftiaking, and that thou wert'going 
todefcend in the midftof their ruinsinto the gulf which 
is prepared, if not for thee, at leaft for thy unfortunate 
poftetity. Tlie completion of the difafter that awaits 
them will be fhorter than my account of ii. But if 
there exift a juftice to avenge great cdmes ; if there 
be an infernal region, it is there, I truft, that the vil- 
lains, who, blinded by views of felf-intereft, have im- 
pofed upon the throne, and whofe fatal councils have 
tratfed this monument of ignorance and ftupidity upon 
which thou dwelleft, aod which hath perhaps but ait 
inftant of duration ; it ii there that they will go, and 
groan perpetually in unextinguifhable ilames. 

St. Marc, which hath only, two hundred boufei. 
but pleafantly built, is fttuated at the bottom of d 
bay, which is crowned with a crefcent of little hill* 
filled with freeftone. Two rivulets run through die 
town, and its air is puie. There are to be found 
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BOOS upon its territory do more than teo plantations of 
. ^^ ^ fugar, thirty-two trf indigo, one hundred of coffee, 
and feventy-two of cotton. Its harbour, however, 
though a bad one, attrads a great number of navi- 
gators, and it is indebted for this advantage to the 
riches of the Artibonite. 

This is an exceeding good plain, fifteen leagues in 
length, and of unequal breadth, from four to nine 
leagues ; it is divided into two parts by the river firom 
which it takes its name, snd which flows with rapi- 
dity along the higheft part of tha plain, after having 
Tun through fome of the Spanifti pofleffions and the 
country of Mirbalais. The elevation of thefe waters 
hath fuggefted the idea of dividing them, the poffi- 
t>ility of doing which hath been geometrically de- 
monftrated. So great is the power of enlightened 
nations over nature itfelf ; but a project founded on 
the bafis of matheraatieal knowledge, requires the 
, utmoft caution in the execution. 

In the prefent (late of things, the plantations form- 
ed upon the right fhore are expofed to frequent 
droughts, which often difappoint the beft grounded 
expeflations. Thofe of the left Ihore, which are 
evidently placed much lower, are well watered, and 
have rifen by this advantage to the higheft peife^on 
in their cultures. The proprietors of the former haften 
the fpreading of the waters, which is guarded againft 
by the latter, who are apprehenfive of feeing their 
grounds overflowed. 

If, as it is generally underftood, thefe are eSe^ual 
methods to render one part fertile, without reducing 
the other part to barrenpefs, why ffaould this opera- 
tion be poftponed, by which an increafe of ten or 
twelve millions'weight of fugar might be obtained ? 
This increafe would be ftill more confiderable, if a 
method could be devifed to drain that part of the 
coaft which is overflowed by the waters of the Arti- 
bonite. Thus it is, that the civilized man, by chan^. 
ging the courfe of rivers, makes the earth fubfervient 
fo bis ufe. The fertility he imparts to.the lands can 
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only juftify his conquells ; if indeed art and labour, book 
laws and virtues, may be allowed id proce{s of time . , ^'"' j 
to atone for the injullice of iDTalioo. 

The territory of the Gonaves is flat, tolerably even, 
and very dry ; it hath two plantations of fugar, ten 
of coffee, fix of iodigo, and thirty of cotton ; this 
laft produ^ion might be eafily multiplied, upon a 
great extent of fand, which at prefent doth not ap- 
pear proper for any other kind of culture. But fhould 
the waters of the.Artibonite be ever prudently dif- 
tributed, a confiderable part of this large dillrid 
would be covered with fugar canes. It would then 
be perceived, that the feat of government ought to 
have been placed in its port, which is excellent, and 
might be eafily fortified. Another advantage which 
' muA necef&rily add to the value of this country, is, 
that mineral waters are to be found there, liiey 
were negleded for a long while, in a colony which 
is always full of fick perfons or convalefcents ; but 
at length in 1772, baths and fountains, commodious 
habitations, and an hofpital for foldiers and ^ors, 
were builc there. 

The colonies prefent us with fome contradidory Reieoi 
phenomena which it is impolfible to deny, and which y^^^ 
it is difficult to conciliate. cemwiuA 

There can fcarce be a doubt, but that we hold ^^J^ 
the productions of the colonies in high eftimation. "^^ 
Why therefore do we concern ourfelves fo little about b>*c for 
the profperity and the prefervation of the colonifts ? e****'^- 
If the violence of a hiuricane fiiall have buried thou- 
fands of .unfortunate people under the ruins of their 
dwellings, and Ihall have laid waile their pc^effions ; 
this is an event which takes up our attention lefs than 
a duel fought, or an aflafiination coounitted, at home. 
Should a vail country of the diftant continent con- 
. tinue to be ravaged by fome epidemical difeafe, we. 
talk of the matter at home with more coolnefs, than 
of the uncertain return of the fmali-pox after inocu- 
lation. If the 'horrors of, famine Ihould reduce the 
inhabitants of St. Domingo, or of Martinico, to feek 
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B o^o K for their food in the countiy, or to devour one ana- 
^ ther, ve are lefs concerned at fuch a cataftropbe 
than St the calamitj of a haiUftorm, that flioald 
have deftroyed the harveft in fome one of our viUagcs. 
It is oatural enough to think, that this indifierence 
ii the efieA of diftance, and that the colonifts are not 
more affedted with our mtsfoitunea than we are with 
theirs. 

But it will be faid, that our towns are contiguous 
to our country places, and that we have the miferj 
of their inhabitaotG inceflaotly in our view. We are 
not the lefs defu-ous of plentiful harveflG of all kindi 
from them, and yet it is fcarce pofllble, that thers 
Ihould be a greater neglect fhown for the encourage- 
ment, the multiplication, and the prefervation of the 
hulbandtnen. From whence can this furprifing con- 
tradidion arife ? It muft be, that we are mad refpeQ- 
ing the manner in which we treat our colonifts, and 
both inhuman and mad in our condud with our 
fiiraaers, finee both at home and at a diftance we re- 
quire the fame things ; and that jet we will not adopt 
the means of procuring them in either of thofe places. 
But how doth it happen, that this incooliflency of 
the people fliould likewife extend to the government ? 
It is becaufe there is, according to all appearances, 
a greater fpirit of jealoufy than of tnie intereft, either 
in the ftcquifition or the prefervation of this fpedes 
of diftant property ; it is becaufe the fovereigns fcarce 
reckon the colonifts as among the number of their fub>- 
je^. I fliall not fcruple to declare, finee it is my 
Opinion, that an irruption of the fea, which Ibould 
fWallow up this portion of their domain, would aflfeA 
them lefs than the loft of it fiom the invaflon of a 
rival power. They care very little whether thefe 
men live or die, provided they do not belong to any 
one elfe. 

I ftiall therefore firft addrefs myfelf to the fove- 
reigns, and I fliall tell them : either leave thefe men 
TO their fate, or aiSft them. I fhall then addreft 
myfelf to the colonifts, aod I fhall fay : implore the ' 
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affiftance of the mothep-countrj, to which 70a are b o a k 
fubjed ; and if you Ihould experience a deniid, break . ^"^ . 
off your connexions with it. It is too much to be 
obliged to fupport at once mifery, indifTerence, and 
flavery. 

But wherefore are the colonies worfe regulated, 
and more nobappy ftill, under thole powers to wboic. 
ilrength and f[^endour they are the molt Deceflary ? 
It is becaufe tbofe powers are ftiU more abfurd than 
we are ; and being commercial Hates, the fpiric of 
their adniiniftration is ftill more cnieL It is becaufe, 
in imitation of the farmer, who is not certain of en- 
joying • new leafe, they exhauft a land, which irom 
one year to another may pais into the hands of a 
new pofieflbr. When the provinces of a ftate are 
contiguous, thofe that are neareft the frontiers are 
treated with mc^ management. It is diredtly con- 
trary with the colonies. They are opprefied, from 
the fole apprehcnlion, that in circumllaDces of a pe- 
rilous nature the care that might have been beftowed 
upon them ihould be entirely thrown away. 

The weftern part of the colony is feparated from SMtkmeMi 
the northern part by the Mole of St. Nicholas, which Se^A 
Ue« on both coafts. At the head of the Cape is a «i.S' J^ 
good, fafe, and commodious harbour. It ftands di- °^^ •■ 
re<^y oppofite to Point Maizi, in the illand of Cuba, 
and feems naturally deftined, by this pofition, to be- 
come the rooft important poft in all America for the 
convenience of navigation. The opening of the bay 
is 1450 toifes broad. The road leads to the harbour, 
and the harbour to the bafon. All this great recefs 
is wholefome, though the waten of ^e fea are almoft 
in a ftate of ftagnation there. The bafon, which 
feems as if made for the purpofe of careening, has 
not the incoDrrenience of cbfe harboun ; it is open 
to the Weft and North winds ; and yet, if they Uow 
ever fo hard, tbey can never interrupt or retaid any 
work that is done in the port. The peniofula, where 
tbe harbour is iituatedf rifes gradntlly to the plains, 
which ftand upon a very large ba£a ; it feems, as it 
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BOO Ewere, a Gngle mountain, with a broad and flat top,' 
. ^'^ J delcending with a gentle flope to unite with the reft 
of the illand. 

The Mole of Sl Nicholas was long negle&ed bjr 
the inhabitants of St. Domingo. The bare hills and 
flat rocks it abounded with, afforded nothing worth 
theii notice. The ufe which the Engliih made of it 
duiing the laft war, has rendered it of fome kind of 
confequence. The French miniftry, enlightened even 
by their enemies, fettled in 1767 a Aaple there, where 
foreign navigators might freely barter the wood and 
cattle, of which the colony was in want, fi)r its mto- 
lafles and brandy, which were rejeded by the mo- 
ther-country. This communication, which, by a rea- 
{bnable toleration, and induftiiotis fmuggling, hath 
been extended to feveral other objeds,' gave birth to 
a town, which at [Mrefent confi£ts of three hundred 
wooden boufes, brought ready built from New £n^ 
land. 
* At fome diilance from the poit, but ftill within the 

diflnd of the mole, is the town of Bombardopolis. 
The Acadians and Germans, who had been carried 
.there in 1763, penflied at firft with aftoniihing ra- 
pidity. This is conftantly the fate that attends all 
new fettlements between the tropics. The few of 
thefe unfortunate people that have outhved tiie &tai 
effe^ of the climate, and thofe of dtfappointmeat 
and poverty, were wifhing only to quit this barren 
foil, when the traofadions carried on in their neigh- 
bourhood, revived, in fome meafure, their hopes. They 
cultivate provifions, fruits, and vegetables ; which they 
fell to Che fhips, or to the inhabitants of the port, and 
even a itnall quantity of coffee. and cotton for Eu- 
rope. 

The next fettlement on the North coaft, after the 
Mole of St. Nicholas, is called Poi't Paix. It owed 
its oiigin to the neighbourhood of Tortuga, whofe in- 
habitants took refuge there when they foHbok that 
ifland. The grounds were cleared fo early, that this 
ta one of the healthieA fpots in St. Domingo, and bm 
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long Hnce attained the utmoft degree of licbei and book 
popalation it is capable of; but thefe are not very ., ^^ , , 
confiderable, though indullry has been carried fo far 
as e.ven to pierce through mountains for the convey- 
ance of water to moiften the grounds. Port Paix is 
on all fides fo difficult of accefs, that it is in a man- 
ner cut off from the reft of the colony. 

The little Saint Louis, the Borgne, Port Margot, 
Limb^, and Lacul, have Ukewife no communication 
with each other. Thefe places are divided by rivers, 
which overflow and ravage the beft lands. Accor- 
dingly, they are in general too cold for fugar-canes 
to thrive in them. The waters of thefe torrents 
ought to be confined in large and deep beds. After 
thefe labours are finilhed, it would be an eafy matter 
to conftrud bridges, which would draw the inhabi- 
tants nearer together, would enable them to com- 
municate their improvements to each other, and 
would make them enjoy the advantages of a better 
regulated fociety. The plantations of indigo would 
then be improved, and thofe of fugar would be mul> 
tipUed, while the cc^ee would not be forfaken ; this 
plant is confidered as the beft of the kind ii) the co- 
lony. Limb^ alone coUeds two millions weight of it, 
as good as that of Martinico. 

Thisjs very little, if indeed it be any thing, inoKMin. 
comparifon of the productions of the plain of thegJJ^J^'* 
Cape, which is twenty leagues in length, and about of Cipc st. 
four in breadth. Few lands are better watered ; but ^^^^^ 
there is not a river where a floop can go up above «i*e ™^ 
three miles. All this great fpace is intetfedled with ^ u,,. 
firaight roads forty leet wide, and planted on both ■i>><v>> 
. fides \vith hedges of citron trees. Thefe roads woold 
have been perfect in their kind, had they been oma« 
mented with tall trees, which woud have afforded a 
delightful Ihade for travellers, and prevented that 
fcarcity of wood which this diftrid already begins to 
feel. This is the country, of America which pro- 
duces the greateft quantity of fugar, and "of the beft 
Ibrt. The plain is terminated by a ridge of monn-i 



;,L.OOglC 



yg6 msTottx or uttluiints and tkade 

• o o K tftim. whtcb vuies in depth froia four to eight leagues. 

^ *"| ^ ^ Few of them are veiy high ; fereral of them may be 
ctdtivated to the very fummit, and they are all in- 
terleded at intervals with an infinite oumber of plan- 
tstiom of coffee, and fome exceeding fine plantatioiu 
of indigo. 

Although the French had been early acquainted 
with the value of a territory, the fertility of which 
furpaffes all that can be fiud of it, yet they did not 
begin to cultivate it till 1670, the time when their 
apprehenfions of the Spaniards, who till then had re- 
mained in force in the neighbWhood, were dilGpat- 
ed. A Calviniil, named Gobin, one of thofe whom 
the fpirit of intoleration in religious matters began to 
drive out from their native country, went and reared 
the firft habitation at this Cape. More houfes were 
built as the grounds were cleared. This fettlc'ment 
bad already made fuch progre^ in the fpace of twen- 
ty years, as to excite the jealoufy of the Engliih. 
'rhey joined their forces with thofe of Spain, and, at- 
taclung it both by land and fea, in 1695, they took, 
plundered, and reduced it to alhea. 

A great advantage might have been made of this 
misfortune. Intereft, which is the primary founder 
of all colonies, had induced the inhabitants to cboofe^ 
in a harbour that is three leagues in circumference, 
the foot of a hUI for the portion of the Gape, becaufe 
it was the place that lay moil convenient for the an- 
chorage. A fituation more wholefome, more con- 
veaient, and more fpacious, might have been chofen. 
This was not attended to ; but the town was rebuilt, 
where it oug^t never to have been built, in a bot- 
tom, where the rays of the fuo are rendered more 
Icorchlog by the refiedion of the mountains ; and 
which never can be refrelhed by the coolnefs oi the 
land breezes. Yet fuch is the richneG of the ad- 
jacent couatxy, that this fettlement bath continually 
increased. 

The Gape is now cut by twenty-nine ftraight 
ftfECta, into 225 dufters of houfes, which amount to 
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poo ; but thefe ftreets are too narrow, and having no » o o * 
flope, though the foil itfelf be prominent in the cen- . , ^ . , ^ 
tre, are always dirtj ; for, as they are paved only in 
the middle^ the kennels, which are not even on each 
fide, gather into puddles and common fewers, inftead 
of draining off the waters. 

The old fquare of Notre-Dame, and the church 
built with ftones brought from Europe that termi- 
nates it ; the new fquare of Clugny, where the mar- 
ket hath been fixed ; the , fountains that embeUilh 
both of thefe monuments ; the governor's houfe, the 
barracks, the theatre ; none of thefe public edifices* 
in a word, would attraA the notice of the curious 
traveller, who Ihould have any idea of the principle! 
of architecture. But if nature had endowed tum with 
fenfibiUty, his heart would expand at the bare men- 
tion of the houfe called La Providence. 

Moft of the adventurers who fiift come into the 
colony, are deftitute of refourcea and talents, and be- 
fore they have acquired induftry to procure fubfift- 
ence, become fubjed to diforders that are often fatal. 
A humane and generous citizen founded at the Cape 
two habitations for thefe helplefs and diftrcfied per- 
fons, where the men and the women are feverally pro- 
vided with every thing they want. This fine inftitu- 
tion, the only one of the kind in the New World, and 
which would never have been fufficiently fupported 
by anthority, nor fufBciently enriched by the gifts of 
the citizens, had feen its revenues gradually decreafe 
by the di(honefty of thofe who adminiflered tbeni» 
and by the negledl of government. 

Is it then impoffible, that any good inltitutioA 
fhould fubfift among mankind ? Will the rich (till 
continue to attack the poor, even in their afylum, if 
the prefence of the gallows doth not reftrain them ? 
Infamous wretches ! ye know not all the atrociouf- 
nefs of your condu^ ; if one of your fellow-creatures 
were brought before you, convided of having feized 
upon a paflenger in the night time, and of having 
prefented a piftol to bi& breaft in order to ^t his 
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* xiiL "^ P"*^^' *° ^*^** ^""^ °^ punifhment would you fen* 
^ , ^ _t tence him ? Be it what it may, you defcrve ftill d 
greater one. You unite bafenefs, inhumanity, and 
prevarication, to the theft ; and to what fpecies of 
theft ) you take from him who is dying with hunger, 
the bread that has been intrufted to you for- his ufe. 
You ftrip mifery itfelf abandoned to your care, and 
you do it clandeftinely and without rifk^ The im-^ 
precation which 1 am going to thunder out againft 
you, I extend it to all the diflioneft dircdors of hof- 
pitats, of whatfoever countries they may be, even of 
my own ; I extend it to all negligent minifters, from 
whom they fhall conceal the knowledge of tb«r 
crimes, ot who fliall overlook them. May the igno- 
miny, may the punifliments referved for the vUcft ■ 
. malefactors, fall upon the profcribed head of villians, 
who are capable of fo enormous a crime agalnft hu.> 
inanity, and of a flagitious adl fo contrary to good 
policy ; and if it fhould happen, that they ihould e* 
fcape from infamy and from punilhment, may the 
miniftry, who have been ignorant of fuch ^n ex* 
cefe of corruption, or who have tolerated it, become 
an objeA of execration among all nations and in all 
ages. 

Notwithflanding the confufion into which the houfes 
of Providence, fo famous for the prefervation of the 
human fpecies, are fallen, there are ftill proportionally 
a lels number of people who die at the Cape than in 
any other of the maritime towns of the colony. This 
advantage muft be attributed to the circumftance of 
the whole territory being culrivated, to the filling up 
of the neighbouring floughs, to diflipation, to the 
conveniences of life, to induftry, and to fuocours of 
all kinds, which are found united in a numerous and 
adive fociety. The air will acquire all the falubrity 
which the nature of things will allow, when the mo- 
rafles of the little bay fhall have been dried, which 
diffufe, in very dry feafons, an infectious odour. 

The harbour is worthy of the town ; and it is ad- 
mirably well adapted to admit the Ihips that OHae 



uy Google 



IH THE lAST AND VIST INDUS. 35»9 

irom Furope, which 0197 anchor here with conve- book 
nience and fafety, of wlwtever fize they ipay be. It . ^"" .^ 
lies open to none but the north-eaft wind, and cannot 
even be hurt by this, the entrance being full of reels, 
which break the violence, of the waves. 

It is into this famous llaple that more than one half 
of the produdions of the colony are conveyed. They 
are brought from the mountains and from the valleys, 
but principally from the plains. The pariihes which 
fumilh the moft important of them are known by the 
names of the North Plain, the Litde Bay, the Great 
River, the Morin, the Lemonade, the Terrier Rouge, 
Fort JDauphin, and Ouanaminthe, which terminates 
at the river Mallacre. The diftrid Morin, and the 
lilet of Lemonade, are much fuperior to the other 
fettlements, both in the quantity and quality of their 
fugars. 

All the piodadioas of St. Domingo amounteS, inHuBKHrf 
17*3, to no more than one million four hundred thpu- 3J^JlS«^ 
^nd weight of raw fugar, to one million four hundred tiaiu,«iiich 
thoufand pounds of earthed fugar, and to one million l'^^^ 
two hundred thoufand pounds of indigo. Thefe pro- cdn* &«n 
dudions have had a prodigious and rapid increafe. To< ^IT^. 
wards 1737, cotton and coffee were added to thenj. »>«>«»- 
Even the culture of cacao hath been revived, though 
fomewhat later. 

. In 177s, France received from this colony, upon 
three hundred and fifty-three Ihips, one million two 
hundred and thirty thoufand fix hundred and feveo- 
ty-three quintals feveuty pounds of fugar, whidi 
were worth 44,738.139 Uvres 1 fols 2 deniers [about 
1,864/389!. 2S. yd.} ; four hundred and fifty-nine 
thoufand three hundred and thirty<nine quintals for- 
ty-one pounds of coffee, which were worth 11,818,621 
livres 19 fols 6 deniers lgog,iogii. 4s. ii-^.] ; eigh- 
teen thoufand eighty quintals twenty-nine pounds of 
indigo, which were worth 15,373,346 livres lo Ibis 
[640,5561. 28. id.] ; five thoufand feven hundred 
eigh^-feven quintals fixty-four pounds of cacao, 
which were worth 405,134 livres 16 fols [i6,88ot 
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B o o K I2S. 4d.] ; five hundred and eighteen quintals fixt/- 
, ^" '- one pounds of arncrtto, which were worth 32^5 
'livres a fols 6 deniers (Z360I. ipt. S-Jd.), twenty-fix 
thouTand eight hundred and ninety -two quintals eigh- 
ty-two pounds of cotton, which were worth 6,733,205 
livres [180,1331. los. lod.] ; fourteen thoufiuid 
one hundred and twenty-four hide«, .which were 
worth 164,657 livres [6860). 141. 2d.] ; forty-thnte 
quintals forty>fix pounds of rope-yarn, which wen 
worth 43,460 livres [1810I. i6s. 8d.] ; ninety quio* 
tals nineteen pounds of black caflia, which were 
worth 2435 livres 11 deniers [about loil. 98. Oyd.]; 
ninety-two tboufand feven hundred and forty-fix 
quintals ninety-two pounds of wood, which were 
worth 908,368 livres 3 foil 8 deniers [about 37,848!. 
133. s^d,} ; and in fmall produdions, fome of which 
belonged to the other colonies, 1,352,148 livres 
[56,339!. 10s.], and in money, 2,600,003 livres 
[io8>333l- 6s. 8d.]. The total of all thefe fums pro. 
duces an income of 94,162,178 livres 16 Cols 9 de» 
diers [3,923,424!. 28. 4^.]. 

If to the 94,162,178 iivres 16 fols 9 denien 
r3t9^3>424'- ^s- 4i^-]< ^^^ produce of San Domingo, 
be added the 488,598 Itvres 3 fols 3 deniers [about 
20,3541. 38. 544-], produced by Cayenne ; the 
18,975,974 livres I fol 10 deniers [790,664!. 93. 3d.J, 
produced by Martinico ; and the 12,751,404 livres 
x6 Mb 10 deniers [about 531,307!. los. 9d.], produ- 
ced by Guadalupe, it will be found, that in 1775, 
France received from her pofleffibns in the New He- 
mifphere, upon five hundred and fixty-two ilupa, 
126,378,155 livres 18 f(^s 8 deniers [about 5,265,757L 
«s. 3id.i. 

The kingdom confumed of thefe 'prododions only 
to the amount of 52,763,763 livres 5 fols 8 deniers. 
[about 2,199,7401. 18. 8^.]. The remainder, which 
amounted to 73.584,3^ livres 13 fols [3/366^1^ 
178. 2id.], was confequently fold to foreignws. 

This great exportation was formed by one milltoB 
tatty thgufaod nine hundred and mnety-ci^ qui»- 
4 
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iah iixty-fix pounds of fugar, which produced book 
38,703,463 livres [1,612,644!. 53. lod.] ; by five hun- ^ ^^'" v,^ 
. dred thdufand five hundred and eighty-two quintals 
forty-fix pounds of cofiee, which produced 23,727,608 
livres 13 fols [988,650!. ys. 24d.] ; by eleven thou- 
fand three hundred and fix quintals tliirty-eight 
pounds of indigo, which produced 9,610423 livres 
[400,434!. 5s. idd.] ; by feven thoufand nine hun- 
dred and twenty-two quintals fe+enty-five pounds of 
cacao, wliich produced 554,592 livres 10 fols [23,108!. 
5d.] ; by fifteen hundred and tliirty-one quintals fe- 
venty-eight pounds of amotto, which produced 
95^,838 livres [3993I. 5s. lOd.] j by one thoufand 
and twenty quint^s eleven pounds of cotton, which 
produced 255,027 livres 10 fols [10,626!. 2s. iid.]; 
by twelve hundred and feven quintals fifty-nine 
pounds of blaclc caffla, which produced 33,605 livrea 
[1358I. Ids. tod.]; by forty-one thouOmd eight hun- 
dred and eight quintals twenty pounds of wood, which 
produced 598,723 livres [24,947!. 5a. rod.] ; by five' 
hundred and fixty-eight hides, which produced 51 12 
livres [213I.] ; and by one hundred pounds weight 
of rope-yarn, which produced looo livres [41I. 13s. 
4d.]. 

To return to St. Doidingo ; its aftonifhing wealth 
was produced by three hundred and eighty-five fu- 
gar houfes for raw fugars, and two hundred and flxty 
three for earthed fugars ; by two thoufand five hun- 
dred and eighty-feven plantations of indigo ; by fi)ur- 
teen millions eighteen thoufand three hundred and 
. thirty-fix Cotton plants ; by ninety-two millions eight 
hundred and ninety -three thoufand four hundred and 
five coffee trees ; and by feven hundred and fifty-fe- 
ven thoufand fix hundred and ninety-one cacao trees. 

At the fame period, the cattle of the colony amount- 
ed to feventy-five thoufand nine hundred and fifty- 
eight horfes or mule's, and feventy-feven thoufand 
nine hundred and four head of horned cattle. Its 
provifions confifted of feven million feven hundred 
and fifty-fix thoufand two hundred and twenty-five 
m.IK C c 
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B no K banana trees ; one mUIioo one hundred and leventj- 
■ ^ ^_ eight thouiand two hundred and twenty-nine trenches 
of manioc ; twelve thouCand feven hundred and thir- 
ty-four pk^s of maize ;. eighteen thouiand feven hun- 
dred and thirty-eight plots of potatoes ; eleven thou- 
fand eight hundred and twenty-five plots of yams ; 
and feven thoufand forty-fix plots of fmall millet. 

The labours occupied thirty-two thoufand and fif- 
ty white perfons, of all ages, and of both fexes ; fix 
thoufand and thirty-fix Negroes, or free Mulattoes, 
and about three hundred thouiand flaves. The an- 
nual calculation did not indeed reckon the number 
of thefe unfortunate captives at more than two hun- 
' dred forty thoufand and ninety-five ; but it is well 
known* that at that time every planter concealed as 
many as he could from the refearches of the treafut^, 
in order to avoid the rigour ot the impofta. 

Theie cultures, and thefe inhabitant!, arc diftrU 
buted over forty-fix pariihcs, fbmc of which are twen- 
ty leagues in circumference. The limits of a greftt 
number of them are not yet fixed, and mod of them 
have nothing but huu or ruins for their churches. 
Divine fervice is fcarce performed in any of them 
with proper decency. The churches of the fouth and 
of the wellem parts are under the diredtcm of Do- 
minican friars, and thofe of the north under Capu- 
chins, who have fucceeded the Jefuits. They have 
all a large village or a town belonging to them. 

The large villages are formed by the fbops of fome 
mexchants, and by the manu&<3ories of Ibme arti&- 
cers, all of them confiruded round the prefbytery. 
On feflival days a kind of market is cAabliflied, to 
which the Haves refort. in order to barter the fruits, 
the poultry, and other trifling provifions which be- 
long to them, for furniture, clothes, and ornaments,. 
which, though of fmall value, procure them ibme 
kind of convenience, and diiUnguifli them from their 
fellow -creatures, who are not in pofieffion of fimilar 
enjoyments. We cannot fuiEciently expreis our in- 
dignation^ that tyranny ibould ftiU purfue them^ 
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whfle they are employed in thefe trifling exchanges, book 
and that the vile Satellites of juftice, iritrufted with , _^'"' ^ 
the regalation of the police of thefe afiembUes, ihould 
make thefe anfortunate people fenlible of the hard- 
fliips of their fituation, even daring the ftiort refpite 
which is granted them by their barbarous mafters. 

Here we may perceive two very odious charafters; 
the bailiff who torments the flave, and the direftor 
who doth not exercife his authority againfl the bailiff. 
But the bailiff is a man devoid of compaflion, whofe 
daily funiflions have perhaps hardened him to fuch a 
pitch, that he grows weary when the exercife of 
them is fuipended, and when he has no opportunity 
of making any one fuffer. The direiftor, on the con- 
trary,-, is a magiftrate, whofe breaft doth not harbour 
the fame degree of ferocioufnefs, whofe habitual bu- 
finefs it is to difplay a kind of dignity, and in whom 
juftice ought always to be tempered with compaffion. 
How doth it happen, that two fuch different beings 
feem to concur in adding to the misfortune of the 
Haves ? Is it owing to a barbarous contempt of thefe 
mifcrable people, who are almoft expunged from the 
race of mankind ? Or are they fo completely doomed 
to grief and pain, that their cries and their tears Ihall 
not make any further impreffion ? 

The towns of the colony, and in general all thofe 
of the American iftands, exhibit a picture very dif- 
ferent from that which the European towns difplay. 
In Europe, our cities are peopled with men of every 
clafs, of all profeffions, and of all ages ; fome of them 
rich and idle, others poor and laborious ; all of them 
purTuing, amidft the tumult and amidlt the multi- 
tude, the objeft which they have in view; fome fol- 
lowing pleafure, others fortune ; foine reputation, or ' 
rhomentary fame, which is often miftaken for it, and 
others feeking their fubfiftence. In thefe great vor- 
tices, the collifion and variety of paflions, of interefts, 
and of wants, neceflarily produce great agitations, 
uncTcpecJIed contrafts, fome virtues, and many vices 
orcrimesv Thefe are moving pifltures, more or lefc 
Cc ij 
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BOOK animated in proportion to the number of adtors, and 
. ^"'' confequently of fcenes that are exhibited there. At 
St. Domingo, and in the reft of the American At- 
chipelago, the fpedacle prefented by the towns is 
uniform, and exadly the fame. They have neither 
nobles, tradefmen, nor annuitants. They prefent 
nothing but magazines appropriated to the produc- 
tions of the foil, and to the different labours they re- 
quire. They have none but agents, inn-keepers, 
and adventurers, exerting themfelves to obtain a poft 
by which they may fubHft, and accepting the firit 
that offers. Every man is in hafte to get rich, in or- 
der to quit a fituation where there are no diftindions, 
no honours, no pleafures to be found, and which fup- 
plies no other ftimulus befide that of intereft. No 
man refides there with an intention of living and dy- 
ing upon the fpot. The views of all men are fixed 
upon Europe ; and the principal idea that tends to 
the increafe of riches, confifts in the expei5tation, more 
or lefs difiant, of bringing them back into our heml- 
fphere, among our own relations, 
connti:. Bcfide the immenfe produdions which the coloay 
rS^i^^ fends to the mother-country, and which may at leaft 
with la- be increafed by one third, a fmall portion of them 
J^"^ are delivered to its indolent neighbour. It is with 
fugar, rum, and efpecially with liquors and the ma- 
nufadures of Europe, that the colony pays what the 
Spanifh part of St. Domingo fumiflies in pork and 
hung beef, in wood, hides, horfes, and homed cat- 
tle, for its manufai5lures, and for its fiiambles ; and 
that it appropriates to itfelf all the iUver fent from 
the mines of Mexico to this ancient fettlement. The 
court of Madrid have endeavoured to diminiih the 
adlivity of.this intercourfe, by prohibiting the foreign 
merchandife from being brought into its poflellions, 
and by loading the cattle which might be exported, 
with heavy duties. This faulty regulation bath had 
no other effed than to put a rettraint upon tbofe ex- 
changes which ought to have continued perfedly 
free. It is particularly in this part of the world. 
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that mutual wants prevail over natural antipathj, book 
and that the uniformity of climate ftifles this fource . .jf "'^ f 
of difcord. 

The Dutch of Curaflbu engrofs a great part of the 
trade of the French colony, during the wars in which 
they are not engaged ; and they hkewife carry off 
fome commodities in peace time. It is with the pro- 
dutfUons in the £aft Indies, and with bills of exchange, 
that they keep up this trifling intercourfe. 

The connexions between the people of Jamaica 
and thofe of St. Domingo, are much more conlider- 
able. The twelve or thirteen thoufand Haves which 
are annually carried to the colony by the French na- 
vigators, do not prevent its receiving four or five 
thoufand from the Englifli- The latter coft one fixth 
lefs than the other, and are paid with cotton, and 
efpecially with iodigoi which is accepted at a higher 
price than Is given by the national trade. Thefe 
fmugglers carry it into their own country, as a pro- 
duciion of the Britifti iflands, and receive a gratifica- 
tion of twelve fols [6d.] per pound. 

It is with North America, however, that St. Do- 
mingo keeps up a more regular and more' ufeful in- 
tercourfe. In times of urgent calamities, the vefiek 
of that vaft region of the New World are admitted 
in all the harbours, but at ordinary times only in the 
mote of St. Nicholas. In common times, their car- 
goes confill of wood for (hip-building, vegetables, 
cattle, flour, and fait fifti. They carry off publicly 
five and twenty or thirty thoufand hogftieads of mo- 
lafles, and fraudulently, all the provifions which the 
colonifts can deliver to them, or choofe to do it. 

Such is, in time of peace, the divifion which is The con. 
made of the territorial riches of St. Domingo. Warjjf^'' 
opens a new fcene. As foon as the fignal for hoftili- with st. 
ties is given, the EngUfh take poffeflion of all the la- b^cm/" 
titudes about the colony. They reftrain its exports Amjenw* 
and its imports. Every article, either entering orti^^ 
going out, falli into their hands ; and the fmall quan- ^^-^ ^^ 
tity which might have efbaped in the New Hemi- 
C c ijj 
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BOOK rphere, is intercepted upon the coafts of the Old, 
. „^'\ , _f where the enemy are equally ftrong. The merchants 
of the mother-country are then obliged to poftpone 
their expeditions, and the inhabitants of the ifiand 
negleil their labours. Languor and dcfpair fucceed 
to important and rapid cdmmunications, and laft as 
long as the divifions fublift between the belUgereat 
powers. 

This would have been otherwife, had the French, 
who firft appeared at St. Domingo, Uiought of efta- 
blifliing cultures. They would have occupied, as they 
might have done, that part of the iHand which lies 
to the Eaft. The plains on this fide are fpacious and 
lertile ; and the coalls are fafe ; a fliip enters the har- 
bours upon the day they are difcovered, and lofes 
fight of them the very day it fails out. Such is (he 
nature of the road, that the enemy cannot lay any 
ambufcade there. The coad is un6t for cruifing. 
Thefe latitudes are convenient for the Europeans, 
and the paflage expeditious ; but ns the fcheme of 
thefe adventurers was to attack the Spantih Ihips, 
and to infeft the GuJph of Mexico with their pimcjes, 
the pofleflions they occupied upon a winding coaft, 
were furrounded by Cuba, Jamaica, the Turks, Tor- 
tuga, the Caicos, Gonava, and Lucayos iflands. They 
are alfo furrounded by a multitude of fand-banks and 
rocks, which make the progrefs of a fhip flow tn4 
uncertain; and by narrow feas, which mull give a 
great advantage to the enemy, either for landing, fpr 
blocking up, or for cruifing. 

The court of Verfailles will never be able to msun- 
tain a regular intercourfe with its colony during time 
of war, unlels by the means of fome fliips ctf the line 
to the South and the Weft, and a good fquadron to 
the North. Nature hath formed, at Fort Dauphin, 
a vafl, commodious and fafe harbour, wtiich can be 
defended with facility. From this harbour, fituated 
to the windward of the othei- fcttlements, it would 
be eafy to proteft the feveral latitudes ; but the works 
of the place ought to be repaired and extended, and 
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particularly' a proper naval arfenal ought to be fonn- book 
ed. If this were done, the French admirals, being . ^"'' . 
fecure of an afylura, and of all the necelTarj alBfl:- 
ancee, after either a fuccefsful or an unAiccefsfulen- 
gagemenjt. would be no longer fearful of engaging 
the enemies of their country. 

The nieafures which would be proper to be taken Thep»rt«t 
to prevent the ravages which the Spaniards might st '^^r 
commit in the inland part of St. Domingo, deferve|^pj«dbf 
lilcewHe fome attention. ''^'fcTM*'' 

Caftile, which is'ftill in poirelHon of two thirds ofl^Ldb/ 
the ifland, formerly had the whole of it, when, a I,^jJ''^f^ 
little before the middle of the lall century, a few m in par- 
bold and enterprifing Frenchmen went there to feek [h^o"i^ 
a refuge from the laws, or from mifery. The -Spa- pan. 
niards endeavoured to repulfe them ; but, though 
withont any other fupport than their courage, they 
were not afraid of fuftaintng war with a people armed 
under a regular authority. Thefe men were acknow- 
ledged by their nation as foon as they were thought 
ftroug enough to maintain themfelves in their ufur- 
pations. A commander was fent to them. The 
brave m^n, who was Srft appointed to command thofe 
intrepid adventurers, caught their fpirit to fuch a 
degree, as to propofe to his court the conqueft of the 
whole ifland. He pledged his life fw the fuccefs of 
the undertaking, provided they would fend him a 
fquadron ftrong enough to block up the harbour of 
the capital. ' 

The miniftry of Verfallles, negleftrnga projeil which 
was in reality more practicable than it appeared to 
them at a diftance, left the French expofed to conti- 
nual hoftilities. Notwithftanding this, they always re- 
' pulfed them fuccefsfully, and even carried devaftation 
into the enemy's country ; but thofe animofities kept 
up in their minds a fririi of robbery and plunder, 
indifpofed them for ufefnl labours, and ftopped the 
ppogrefs of agriculture, which (hould be the ultimate 
end of every well-regulated fociety. 

The error which France had fallen into, in not 
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B o o j: feconding the ardour of the new colonifts for the con-? 

. queft of the whole ifland, had pearly occafioQed hev 

the lofs of that pait of which ihe was already ia pof- 
feflion. While the French were engaged in carrying 
on the war of 1688 agdnll all Europe, the Spaniards 
and the Englifii, who both dreaded feeing them firmr 
ly eftabhlhed at St. Domingo, united their forces to 
expel them. X^eir firft attempts gave them reafoq 
to expeA an entire fuccefs j when they quarrelled 
with each other, and from that time became irrecon- 
cileable enemies. Ducafle, who managed the colony 
with much fqgacity and great reputation, took ad- 
vantage of their diviOons to attach them fucceflively. 
Jle firft invaded Jamaica, where jie deftroyed every 
thing with &tc and fword. 'From thence he was pre- 
paring tp turn his arms againfl: St. Domingo ; and 
would infallibly have reduced the whole iHand, had 
he not been ftopped ip this expedition by orders from 
his court. 

The boufe of Bourbon afcended the throne of 
Spain, and the French nation loft all hopes of con- 
queiing St. Domingo. HoAilitics, which had not 
even been fufpended there by the treaties of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, Nimeguen, and Ryf>vick, ceafed at laft 
between people who could never be true friends to 
each other. Thofe who had eftablilhed cultures de- 
rived fome advantage from this reconciliation. For 
fome time paft their flaves, availing themfelves of the 
national divilions, had Ihaken off their chains, and 
removed into a diftrift where they found freedom and 
no labour. Thi^ defertion was abated, by the Spa- 
niards entering into a contract to bring home the fu- 
gitives to their neighbours, for the fum of 450 livrc* 
[lol. 8s. 4d.] a head. Although this agreement was 
not very (crupuloufly obferved, it proved a powerful 
check, till the diflenfions that divided the two nations 
in 1718. At this period the Negroes deferted their 
works in multitudes. This lofs induced the French 
to think of reviving their old projed of expelling 
^^dly from the illand fuch neighbours, who were 
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equally dangerous from their indolence, as others" o o k 
would be from their turbulent fpirit. The war did ' . 
pot laft long enough to bring about this revolution. 
At the conclufion of the peace, Philip V. gave or- 
ders for the reftitution of all the fugitives that could 
be found. They were jaft embarked, to be fent to 
their old matters, when the people rofe and refcued 
them ; an &&. which we could hardly difapprove, had 
they been prompted to it by humanity, rather than 
by national hatred. It will always be pleafing to fee 
people excited to rebellion on account of the flavery 
of the Negroes. Thofe who were refcued on this 
occafion, fled into inaccelfible mountains, where they 
. have fince multiplied to fuch a degree, as to be able 
to afford a ikfe retreat to all the Haves that can find 
means to Join them. There, in confequence of the 
cruelty of civilized nations, they become aa free and 
as lavage as tigers ; in expe^ation, perhaps, of a 
chief and a conqueror, who may reftore the violated 
rights of mankind, by feizing upon an ifland which 
feems to have been intended for the flaves who till 
the ground, and not for the tyrants who water it 
with the blood of thofe viftims. 

The prefent fyftera of politics will not allow France 
and Spain to b& at war with each other. Should any . 
event occa0on a rupture between the two nations, 
notwithftanding the compad between the two crowns, 
it would probably be but a tranfient quarrel, that 
would not allow time for projefting conqucfts which 
mufl: foon be reftored. The enterprifes on both fides 
would, therefore, be confined to the ravaging of the 
country ; and in this cafe the nation that does not 
cultivate, at leaft at St. Domingo, would prove for- 
midable, by its very poverty, to that which has al- 
ready made fome progrels in the culture of its lands. 
A Caftihan governor was fo fenfible of this, that he 
once wrote to the French commandant, that, if he 
forced him to an invafion, he would deftroy more in 
the compafs of one league, than the French could, 
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BOO E'tf iliey vere to lay wafte all ' the countij he com- 

J^ mandcd. 

Heoce it is demonflrable, that, if a war fhould 
break out in Europe between thefe two powerB, the 
mod adive of them ought to fue for a neutrality in 
favoQT uf this ifland. It ought even, as it hath often 
been faid, to fohcit the abfolute ceflion of a poflefHon 
which is ufelefs, or burdenfome, to its poQeflbr. We 
know not whether the court of Verfailles have ever 
entertained this ambitious idea. But how much muft 
we fuppofe that the Spaniih miniftry would have been 
arerfe from this ceffion, when they have ftated fo 
many diificulties refpefting the fixing of the con- 
futed and uDcertain' limits of the two nations I This 
treaty, ardently defired, projefted for a long time, 
and evin begun at feveral intervals, hath been at 
length concluded in 1776. 

Hate ihe The Only equitable and reafbnable bafis of thefc 

^«n^" negotiations, ihould have been the ftate of thefe pof- 

Fmueand felfionS iu I 7 GO. 

fu^^i^ At this period both iiations, being upon friendly 
rcttkdu terms, remained the jull owners of the lands they 
l^p°°f" then poffeffed. The encroachments made during the 
courle of this century, by the fubjeds of one of the 
crowns, are the encroachments of individuals upon 
each other ; they are not become lawful pofleflbrs by 
bang tolerated ; and the rights of both powers are 
ftill the fame, fince they have not been abrogated, 
direflly or indirectly, by any convention. 

But it is certain, from inconteftible fads, that in 
tbe beginning of this century, the French pofleffions, 
which are now bounded on the northern coaft by tbe 
river of Maflacre, extended then to the river Rehone. 
Thofe of the fouthern coaft, which had been earned 
on as fer as the river of Neybe, have been at prefent 
flopped at the inlet of Pitre. This furpriflng revolu- 
tion is tbe natural confequence of the economical 
fyftem of the two neighbouring nations. The one 
which has applied itfelf chiefly to agriculture, bat 
polleded all its pofTefllons towards the moft frequent- 
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od ports, where the produce might he moil certainly b o q ( 
and advantageoufly difpofed of. The other, whofe . ^*'' , 
fubjeSs have always continued fhepherds, took pof- 
(eSion of all the laads that were abandoned, for the 
breediog of more cattle. The panares have naturally 
been enlarged, and the fields contracled, or at leaJt 
brought clofer together. ■ 

A negotiation properly condui^ed, would have re-; 
ftored France to that fituation in which it was when 
it gave a king to the Spaniards. I'his was the wtfl) 
of cqiuty and of reafon ; which were not defiroua : 
that a^ve colonifts, who render the land which they 
fertilize ufefal, fhoutd be facrificed to a fmaU number 
of vagabonds, wiio confume, without affifting in thefe 
produ(3ions. Neverthelefs, from motives of policy, 
the fptings of which are unknown to us, the court of 
Verfailles have given up what they formerly polTef- 
fed, and confined themfelves to what they were in 
a£tuaj p(^effion of, upon the borders of the fea, at 
the time of the convention. But hath this power at 
lead regained in the inland parts what it hatb facri- 
ficed upon the coaft ? We are under the neccffity 
of declaring, that it hath not received the fmalleft in- . 
demnity. 

Before the treaty, the French colony formed a 
kind of crefcent, the convexity of which produced, 
around the mountains, an extent of two hundred and 
fifty leagues of coaft to the North, to the Weft, and 
to the South of the ifland. The fame arrangement 
fubfifts fince the limits have been fettled ; fooner or 
later it muft be changed, for a reafiui which muft 
prevail over all other confiderations. 

The French fettlements, to the Weft and the 
South, are divided from thofe to the North by the 
Spanilh territory. The impoffibility o£ fuccouring 
each other, expofes them feparately to the invafion 
of a power i#luch is equally an enemy to both -na- 
tions. Common intereft will determine the court of 
Madrid to fix the limits in fuch a manner, that her 
ally may meet with the alBftance that may be want- 
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B o o K ed for her defence. But this can never be, unlefs a 
. ^"'' line be drawn from the two fixed points upon the 
' banks of the ocean, which fliall determine the pror 
perty of the two people. In vain would Spain per- 
petually grant to its neighbour the liberty of paffing 
through its ftates, as it did in 1748, for a time ; this 
comphifance would be of no ufe. That fpace, of 
fifteen or twenty leagues, is interfefted with moun- 
tains fo fteep, forefts fo thick, ravins fo deep, and ri^ 
vers fo irregular in their courfe, as to render it im- 
pra^cable for an army to paTs through it in its pre- 
fent fituation. Immenfe labours would be requillte 
to render it ufeful, and thofe will never be Executed, 
unlefs by orders of the crown to which the domain 
belongs. The court of Madrid will the more readily 
detennine to cede this communication, fo neceflary 
to a nation whofe interefls ue the fame as their own, as 
the intermediate territory is of little value. Itis rugged, 
not very fertile, and at a great diftance from the fea, 
A few (cattercd flocks only are feen upon it. The 
proprietors of thefe uncultivated lands would be in- 
demnified by France, with a generofity which would 
leave them no room to regret what they had loft. 
*g^ When the pofleflions of the colony are thus con- 

FicDciipirt ne£led and fupported internally, by an uninterrupted 
"^^^ chain of commvintcation, the enemy will be more 
to Koua eafily repulfed. If the Engliih mean to attack St. 
faS«r. Domingo by the Weft or South, they will collea 
nfiaot. their forces at Jamaica ; if by the North, they will 
mtike their preparations at the Windward Iflands, 
and moft probably at Antigua, which is the magazine 
of their naval ftores. 

The Weft and South are incapable of being de- 
fended. The immenfe extent of the tra£t renders it 
impoffible to maintain any connexion or regularity 
in the motion of the troops. If they flioutd be dif-r 
perfed, they would become ufelefs by being thus di- 
vided ; if they fliould be collefted for the defence of 
fuch pofts as are moft liable to be attacked, from the 
natural weaknefs of their pofition, they would be in 
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danger of being all loft together. Large battalions book 
would onjy be burdenfome to fuch estenfive coafts, ■ ^"'' f 
which piefent too much flank and too much front to 
the enemj. It will only be neceflaiy t:o ereft, or 
keep up, batteries to proted the roads, the merchant- 
Aiips, and the coafting-trade ; to keep off privateers, 
and even to prevent the landing of a man of war or 
two, that might come to ravage the coaft, and levy 
contributions. The light troops, which are fufficient 
to fupport thefe batteries, will give ground in propor- 
tion to the advances of the enemy, and only take 
care to avoid furrendering till they are in danger. 

But it is not neceflary to relinquiih every kind of 
defence. At the back of each coail, there Ihould be 
a place for flielter and for reinforcements; always 
open for retreat, out of the enemy's reach, fafe from 
infults, and able to refill their attack. This' fliould 
be a narrow pals, capable of being intrenched, and 
of defending the troops to advantage. From thefe 
impregnable retreats, the conqueror might continually 
be harafled ; who, having no ftrong hold, will be per- 
petuaUy expofed to a furprife, and will' fooner or 
later be obliged to reimbatk. 

The northern coaft, richer, more populous, and lefii 
estenfive than the other two, is more adapted to fup- 
port a land war, and to make a regular defence. 

The fea-fide, which is more or lefs full of reefs, af- 
fords in many places a fwampy ground ; and the 
mangroves which cover thefe marfties, make them 
quite impenetrable. This natural defence is not fo 
common as it was, fince many of thefe coppices have 
been cut away. But the landing-places, which -are 
commonly no better tharT gaps, fianked by thefe 
woods overflowed with water, require but a moderate 
firont to ftop them up. Magazines, and other ftonc 
buildings, are common there ; they furniftt pofts for 
the ere^on of battlements, and fecure the placing of 
fome maflced batteries. 

This firft line of the fhore feems to promife, that a 
coaft of eighteen leagues, fo well defended by nature. 
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» It would, when feconded by the Talour of the Frencfr^ 
■ ^^ . put the enemy in danger of being beaten the mo- 
FAetit they Ihoutd land. If their fchemes were dif- 
coyered, or if the difpofitiotls they were making at 
fcft ihoutd, from a diftfance, point out the place of 
their landifig, tb^ fbroes might repair thither and 
prevent it. But experience ihows the infallible 'ad- 
Tdntage of fiquadrons at anchor. . 

It ia not only by the firing trf" broadfides from the 
fhips to coter the approach of boats, it is by the im- 
p*ffibility ihcre is of guarding every part of the coafr, 
that a fquadron at anchor can eafily effeift landing, as 
ie is a conftant check to fo many places at once. 
Land fbrcM move very flowly about the windings of 
ttie coafl, while the boats and Hoops arrrve fpeedily 
by a (hotter way. The affailatrt follows the ilring, 
while tha other muft go all along the bow. Bifap- 
pointed and wearied out with a Variety of motions, 
the latter is not lefs appr^henfive of thofe he fees in 
fhe day-time, than of the manoeuvres of the night 
which he cannot fee. 

In order to be able to oppofe a defcent, the firft 
thing to be done is to fuppofe it aftually accomplifli- 
ed J all our courage and ftrength is then exerted in 
taking advantage of the delays or mitlakes of the 
enemy. As foon as they are obferved at fea, they 
may immediately be expeded on land. A large (bore, 
on which a landing may be effefled, will always leave 
the plain of the Cape open to invafion ; fo that the 
chief attention muft bi direfted, not to the fea-lhore, 
but to the inland parts. 

The inland parts are in general covered with fu- 
gar-tanes, which being m1)re or lefs high, according 
to their degree of maturity fucceffively make the 
fields appear fo many thickets. Thefe are occaiion- 
ally fct on fire, either to cover a march, or to retard 
the enemy's purfuit, to deceive m aftonilh him. In 
two hours time, inftead of fields covered with crops, 
nothing is to be feen but an immenfe wafte, covered 
with ftubble. ^ 
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The partitions of the cane grouads, the lavanoahs, book 
and the ftorelwufes for provifious, do not obftnid the . '"^ . 
motions of an army more than our meadows. Inftead 
of our Tillages, tbej have their habitations, which are 
not fo full of people, but are more numerous. The 
thick and ftraight hedges of citron- trees are clofef 
and more impenetrable than the fences that enclofe 
our fields. This is what conftitutes the greateA dif- 
ference in the view of the fields of America and thofe 
of Europe. ■ 

A fmali number of rivers, feme hoHow ways, very 
loW'hillocks, a foil generally even, {bme dikes con- 
ftru^cd againft inundations, few ditches, if any, one 
or two forefts. not very thick fet with trees, a fmall 
number of mora0es, a ground that is overflowed in a 
florm, and grows dufty again with twelve hours fun- 
fliine, rivers that are full one day, and dried up thff' 
nest ; thefe are the general appearances of the plain 
of the Cape. This diverfity mult afibrd advantageous 
encampments, and it muft ever be remembered, that 
in a defenfive Wilr, the poft one removes to, cannot 
he too near the one that is quitted. -« 

It is not the province of a writer to prefcribe mlea 
to military men. Cxfar himfelf has told us what he 
has done, not what we are to do. Topograplucal de- 
scriptions, determining the goodnafs of fuch or fuch 
a poft, the combination of marches, the art of en- 
campments and retreats, tbe moft learned theory ; 
all thefe muft be fubmttted to the eye of the general, 
who, with the principles in his mind, and the mate- 
rials in bis hand, applies both to the circumftances 
ef time and place, as they chance to occur. The 
military genius, though mathematical, is dependent 
on fortune, which fuits the order of the operations to 
the diverfity of appearances. Rules aie liable to num- 
berlefs exceptions, which muft be difcovered in the 
iafiant. The very execution almoft always alters 
the plan, and diG:ompol£s the fyftem'of an a^icHi. 
TJie courage or timidity of the troops, the r^nefe 
«f the enemy, tlie cafuol fiiccefs of bis meafores, an 
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BOOK accidental combat, an uufbrefeen event, a ftorm th*a£ 
. . ' ■ fwells a torrent, a high wind that conceals a fnare or 
an atnbufcade under clouds of duft, thunder that 
frightens the hotfes, or is confounded with the report 
of the cannon, the temperature of the ^r, which 
conltantly influences the fpirits of the commander 
and the blood of the foldiers : all thefe are fo many^ 
natural or moral caufes, which, by their uncertainty* 
may overturn the heft-concerted projects. 

Whatever place is made choice of for a defcent at 
St. Domingo, the town of the Cape will always be 
the objeft of it. The landing will be fomewhere in 
the bay of the Cape, where the fhips will be ready 
to augment the land-forces with two-thirds of their 
crews, and to furnifli them with artillery, ammooition, 
and whatever they may want for the fiege of that 
opulent fortrefs. It is towards this bulwark of the 
colony that all endeavours to keep off the aflailer 
muft be direded. The choice of advantageous po- 
iitions will, in fome meafure, compenfate for the ine- 
- quality of numbers. At the moment of landing, the 
ground muft be difputed by fupporting a kind of falfe 
attack, without engaging the whole of the troops. 
Thefe muft be pofted in fuch a manner as to fecurtf 
two retreats, the one towards the Cape, to form the 
garrifon of that place, the other in the narrow pafles 
of the mountains, where they will keep an intrench- 
ed camp, from whence they may annoy the befiegers, 
and retard the taking'of the place. Should the place 
furr^nder, as it would be an eafy matter to favour 
the evalion of the troops when they evacuate it, the 
conqueft would not yet be completed. The moun- 
tains in which they would take refuge, inacceflible 
to an army, furround the plain with a double or tre- 
ble chain, and guard the inhabited parts, by very 
narrow palTes, which may be eafily defended. The 
principal of thefe is the defile of the great river, 
where the enemy would find two or three paffes of 
the river, that reach from one mountain to the other. 
In this place four or five hundred men would ftop 
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tke moft numerous airoy, by only finking the bed of b o o k 
the waters. This refiftance might be feconded by ■ , ^"'' . 
35,000 inhabitants^ bpth white and black, who are 
fettled in thefe valleys. As the white men are more 
numerous here than upon the richer lands, and their 
crops are fmallcr, they cannot afford to confume any 
great quantity of tlK produce of Europe, fo that 
what they cultivate is chiefly for their own fubfift- 
ence ; from this they might eafily fupply the troops - 
that Ihould defend th^ir country. Any deficiency 
in the article of frefli meat could be made up by the 
Spaniards, who breed vafl quantities of cattle on the 
backs of thefe moimtains. 

After all, it may happen that the finnne^ <^ the 
troops may be funk under the want of provifions or 
warlike Itores, and they may be either forced or turn- 
ed backt This fuggeAed the idea fome years ago at 
VerlaiUes, of building a fortified town in the centre 
of the mountains. MarJhal Noailles was a warm ad- 
vocate for this fcheme. It was then imagined, that 
by means of fome redoubts of earth fcattered upon 
different parts of the coaft, the enemy might be en- 
ticed by regular attacks, and infenfibly exhaufted by 
the lofs of a great number of men, in a climate where 
ficknels fuddenly proves more deftrudlve than the 
fword. It was fuggefted that no more ftrong-holds 
fbould be erefted on the frontiera, where they lie ex- 
pofed to the invafion of the mailers of the fea ; be- 
caufe, while they are unable to defend their own 
habitations, they become fo many bulwarks for the 
conquerors, who can eafily take and guard them with 
their fliips, and depofe or draw from thence arms 
and men to intimidate the vanquished. An entirely 
open country was better, in their opinion, for a 
power that has no maritime ftrength, than fi^rces dif- 
perfed and forfakcn upon Ihores, wafted and depo- 
pulated by the inclemency of the climate. 

It was in the centre of the ifland that the ftrongeft 
place of defence was espeded to be made. A road 
of twenty or thirty leagues, full of obftacles, where 
fW, iK D d 
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BOOK ererj march muft be attended with fcTeral engage- 
^^^"' mehts, in which the advantage of the pc^s would 
' render a detachment formidaWe to a whole army ; 
where the removing of the artiUerj would be tedious 
and laborious ; where the difficulty of convoys, and 
the diftance of cummunication with the ocean ; where 
every thing, in fliort, would confpire to deftroy the 
enemy : fucfa was to be, as it were, the glacis of the 
intended fortification. This capital was to ftand upon 
high ground, where the air is more pure and tempe- 
rate tl^n in the plains bAieath ; in the midft of a. 
country wbich would fupply the town with necefliu 
lies ; furrounded with flocks and heeds, which, feed- 
ing upon a foil moft favourable to their increafe, 
would be referved for times of want ; provided with 
fiorehoufes proportioned to the town and garrifon ; 
fucfa a city would have changed the colony into a 
kingdom, able to fupport itfelf for a loi^ time ; 
whereas its prefent opulence does but weaken it, 
uid having fuperfluities without necefiaiies, it en- 
riches a few pcopcietors, without affording them fuf- 
tenance. 

If the enemy had made themfelves mailers of the 
fea-coall, which would not be difputed with them, 
and were- defiious of coUeding the produce of the 
lands, they would ftand in need of whole annie» to 
keep merely upon the defcnfive ; for the con^ual 
excurfions firom the centre would not permit them to 
do more than this. The troops in the inland parts 
of the iflaod, always fure of a refpecSable retreat, 
might eafily'be relieved by recruits from Europe, 
which would find no difficulty in penetrating to tht 
centre of a circle of fo immenfe a circumfisrence ; 
nhereas.all the Englifh fleets would not be fuflScient 
to fill up the vacancies which the climate would be 
continually making in their garrifons. 

Notwithfianding the evidence of tbefe advanu^es. 
' the proje<2 of a fortificaticm in the moumainB has 
- been dropt, and a fyftem purfued, which would con- 
fine the whole defence of the ifland to the Mt^e o{ 
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St. Nicholas. Thh new plan could not fail of being book 
applauded by the planters, who were not fond of , ^'^ , 
citadels and garrifons near their plantations, as they ' 
are more injurious than they Can poffibly be benefi- 
cial to them. They are fenfible, that the whole force 
being direfled to one point, they {hould have none 
but light troops left in their neigfabourhood, on the 
three coafts, which are fufficienc to drive away the 
privateers by the alfiflance of their batteries ; and 
are, befides, very convenient defenders, ever ready 
to yield without refinance, and todifperfe or capitu- 
late 6d the lealt intimation of an invafion. 

This plan, fo favourable to private intereft, has alfo 
met with the approbation of fome perfons well verfed 
in military afFaifs. They were of opinion, that the 
few troops which the cotony will admit of, being in 
a manner loft in fo large an ifland as St. Domingo, 
would make an appearance at the Mole. Bombar- 
dopolis is the place that has been chofen, as the moll 
refpeAable poft. This new city ftands on the margin 
of a plain, which is' fufficiently elevated to render it 
cool and temperate. Its territory is covered with a 
natural lavannah, artid adorned with groves of palm> 
trees of various linds. It is not commanded ; which 
is an unconmroh circnmftanee at St. Domingo. It 
might be made a regular fortification, artd of any de- 
gree of ftrength. If it did not prevent ah invafion, 
it would, at leaft, prevent the conqoei'ors from get- 
ting a firm eftabliihment upon the coafts. 

It were to be wiflied, fay the partisans of this new 
fyftem, that from the firft nmment the Works had 
been begun at the Mole, it had at <hb fame time 
been fortified to the degree that fb advantageous a 
fituation Would admit of. It is a treafut^i the pof>- 
f^on of which fiiould have been fecured as foon as 
it was difcovered. Should this valuable key of St. 
Domingo, and, indeed, of all America, fall into the 
hands of the Englifh, this Gibralter of America would 
be more fetal to' France and Spain than" even that of 
Europe. 

Bdij 
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BOOK It is no wonder, if 'all the. precautions which have 
^ ^'"' . been taken hitherto for the defence of St. DomiDgo, 
' have been concluded with fo little judgment. As 
long as forecaft and protedion fliall be confined to 
fecondaiy means, wtuch can only protrad, not pre- 
vent, the conqueft of this iiland, do invariable plan 
can be purfued. Fixed principles are the ezcluJive 
privilege of fuch powers as can depend upon their 
naval force', to prevent the lofs, or fecure the reco- 
very, of their colonies. Thofe of France have not 
hitherto been guarded by thofe floating aifenals, 
wluch can at the lame time attack and defend ; but 
this power hath at length been roufed, and its navy 
is becoming formidable. But does ihe govern her 
pofleffions abroad by the maxims of found policy 
and good order ? This is what we fhall next inquire 
into. ' 

The BiitiOi government, ever aduated by the na- 
tional fpirit, which feldom deviates from the true in- 
terefts of the ftate, has carried into the New World 
that right of property which is the ground-work of 
her legiflation. From a convidion, that man never 
thinks he has the enrire pofleflion of any thing but 
what he has lawfully acquired, they have, indeed, 
fold the lands in the iilands, but at a very moderate 
price, to fuch as were willing to clear them. This 
hath appeared the furefi way to hallen the cultiva- 
tion of them ; and to prevent partialities and jeabu- 
fies, the neceflary confequences of a diitribution guid- 
ed by caprice or favour, 
iitkcri^t France has taken a method feemingly more gene- 
J|^^2^ rous, but not fo prudent, that of granting land; to 
biiibed in all who appUcd for them. In the infant ftate of thefe 
^^[^ colonics, a vagabond went into the midft of the fo- 
refts and marked out the fpace of greater or lels ex- 
tent which hechofe to occupy, and fixed its lidiits 
by cutting down trees all around it. 

This Gonfufion could not laft long, and yet autho- 
rity did not choofe to ftrip thofe who had thus fettled 
their own rights. It was ordained only, that for the 
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future there fljould be no legitimate property but book 
that which was granted by the adminiftrators. Pro- . ^" ^ 
tedion became then the only rule of the dillributions, 
without any regard to talents or to means. Indeed 
it was ftipulated, that they Ihould begin their fettle- 
ments within a year after the grant, and not difcon- 
tinue the clearing of the ground, upon pain of for- 
feiture. But, befide the hardship of requiring thofe 
men to be at the expence of clearing the land, who 
could not afibrd to purchafe, the penalty fell upon 
thofe fflily, who, not having the advantage of family 
and fortune, could not make intereft with the great ; 
or upon ipinors, who being leftdeftitute by the death 
of their parents, ought rather to have been affifted 
by the public ; whereas every proprietor who was 
well recommended or fupported, was not called to 
account, though he let his grounds lie fallow. 

To this parriahty, which evidently retarded the 
progrefs of the colonies, we may add a numberof ill. 
judged regulations relative to cultivation. Firll, it 
was required of every perfon who obtained a grant of 
land, to plant 500 trenches of manioc for every flave 
he had upon his plantation. This order was equally 
detrimental both to private and public intereft, as it 
compelled the planter to encumber his ground with 
this ordinary produdion, when it was able to yield 
richer crops ; and rendered the poor grounds, which 
were only fit for this kind of culture, ufelefs. This 
double error could not but leflen the growth of all 
kinds of commodities ; and indeed, this law, which 
laid a reftraint upon the difpofal of property, has ne- 
ver been ftriflJy put in execution ; but as it has alfo 
never been repealed, It ftill remains a fcourge in the 
hand of an ignorant, capricious, or violent minifter, 
who may choofe to make ufe of it againft the inhabi- 
tants. Thb evil, great as it is, is, however, the leall 
of thofe they have to complain of from adminiflra- 
tion. The reftraint of the agrarian law is ftill increaf- 
ed by the burden of labours impofed upon the vallals. 
D d iij 
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BOOK "JTiere was a time in Europe, that of the feudal go- 
• I ^'"' J vemmeut, when gold and lUver were little regarded 
in public or private tranfa^ions. The nobles feryctl 
the ftate, pot with their purfes, but with thejr per- 
fons ; and thofe of their vaffaU, who were their pro- 
perty by right of conqueft, paid them ^ kiud of quit- 
rent or homage, either in the fruits of the earth, or 
in fo mpch labour. Thefe cuftoms, fo deftrudive ta 
men apd lands, tended to perpetuate that barbarity 
to which they owed their rife. But at length they 
were graduaUy laid afide, as the authority of kings 
prcTailed in overthrowing the independence and ty- 
ranny of the great, by reftoring freedom to the peo- 
ple. The prince, now become the fole mafter, abo- 
tilhed, as a magiftrate, feme abufes arifing from the 
light of war, which deftroys every other right. But 
feveral of thefe ufurpations, which time had confe- 
crated, were ftill retained. That of the average, or 
a certain proportion of labour tequired of the vaflals, 
has been kept up in fome ftates, where the nobles 
have ioft aimoft every advantage, though the people 
have not acquired any. The uberty of France is at 
this day infringed by this public bondage ; and this 
injuftice has been reduced into a fyftem, as if to give 
it a colour of juftice. 

Who would imagine that in the moft enlightened 
age of the nation, at a time when the rights of man 
have been moft rigidly difcufied, when the princifjes 
of natural morality have no longer been contradlfled, 
under the reign of a beneficent kiag, under humane 
minifters, and under upright magiftrates ; who would 
ima^ne, that it fliould have been pretended to be 
confiftent with the order of juftice and agreeable to 
the copftitution of the ftate, that a fet of unhappy 
people who have no property fliould be dragged from 
their huts, taken from their repofe, or from their la- 
bours, they, their wives, theix children, and their 
cattle, in order to go and exhauft themfelves after 
}(fPg ^tigues in Iabo^^s of a new kind j in the cft^i 
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flnidion of roads more pompous than they are ule- bode 
fill, for the benefit of thofe who poffeis every thing, . '''"' ^^ 
and this without pay and without food ? 

O men ! whofe hearts are of fteel, go one ftep fur-t 
ther, and you will foon perfuade yourfelves that you 
are allowed I . . . But here, let me hold : indignation 
would carry me too far. It is, however, proper to 
warn government, that the dreadful fyllem of vaflal- 
age is .ftill more fatal the colonies. 

The culture of tliefe lands, from the nature of the 
climate and of the produdioos, requiring expedition, 
cannot eaiily fpare a number of hands to be fcnt to 
a great di^ance, and employed in public works.- 
which are often ofelefs, and Jhould never be carried 
on but by idle perfons. If the mother-country, with 
all the various means (he can employ, has never yet 
been able to corred or mitigate the hardfliips of vaf-^ 
falage, ihe ought to confidei what evils muft refnlt 
from them beyond the feas, where the diredtion of 
thefe works is committed to two overieers, who can 
neither be dire<%ed, cenfured nor controlled, in the 
arbitrary exercife of abfolute power. But the bur-> 
den o£ thefe fervices is light, when compared wlthi 
that of the taxes. 

A tax may be defined to be a contribution towards atb the 
public eipence, necellary fiirthe prefcrvationof po.'^^'^^j 
vate property. The peaceable enjoyment of laivdt mtbc 
and revenues requires a proper force to defend them ^^{ 
from invafion, and a police that fecuces the liberty 
of cultivating them. Whatever is paid towards the 
maintenance of public order, is right and juft ; what- 
ever is levied beyond 'this, is extortion. Now, adl 
the government expences which the fnotber.cotmtry 
is at for the ct^onies, are repaid her by- the reftr^nt 
laid apon them, to cultivate for her akme, and in 
fuch a manner as is beft adapted- to her'Wanta. This 
fubje&iata is' the moit buirdenfome of all tribittea, and 
nu^t to axempt them from all other taxes, 

AivT pDe muft be' convmced of this troth, who ce- 
D d iiij • 
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BOOK fleds on the difference of fituation between the Old 
^ -^^ , World and the New. In Europe, fubfiftence and 
home confumption are the principal objeft of culture 
and of miou^idures ; exportation only carries off tfae 
overplus. In the illands, the whole is to be export- 
ed. There life and property are equally precarious. 
' In Europe, . war only deprives the manufaifturer 
and the hufbandman of the trade to foreign countries; 
they fUll have their refource in that which circulates 
in the internal part of the kingdom. In the iOands, 
hoftilities annihilate every thing ; there are no more 
fales, no more purchafes, no more circulation ; the 
planter hardly recovers his cofts. 

In Europe, the owner of a fmall eflate, who is able 
. to make only a few expences, improves his land as 
much in proportion as he who hath a wide domain 
and immenfe treafures. In the ijhnds, the improve- 
ment of the finaUeft plantation requires a tolerable 
ftock to begin with. 

In Europe, it is commonly one citizen that is in. 
debted to another ; and the (late is not impoverifhed 
by thefe private debts. Thofe of the iflands are of a 
different nature. Many planters, in order to cany 
on the labour of clearing tbeir grounds, and to repair 
the loffes incurred by the misfortunes of war, which 
had put a Hop to their exports, have been obliged to 
borrow fuch large fums, that they may be conlidered ■ 
rather as iarmmg the trade, than as proprietors of 
the plantations. 

Whether thefe refle^ons have not occurred to the 
French miniftry, or whether pardcular circumftances- 
have obliged them to depart Aom their plan ; cer* 
tun it is, they have added frelh taxes to the d>liga- 
tion already laid on the colonies to draw all their ne.. 
cefiaries from France, and to fend thither all their 
own commodities. Every Negro has been taxed. la 
fame fettlements this poll-tax has been confined to 
the working blacks ; in others it was laid on all the 
ilaves without dillinftioo. Both thefe arrangement^ 
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have been oppofed bj the colony aflembled at St. b o o r 
Domingo. Liet us now judge of the force of their ar- . ^^ . 
guments. 

Children, old and infirm men, make up about one 
third of the flaves. Far from being ufeful to the 
planter, fome of them are only a burden, which hu- 
manity alone can prompt him to fupport, while the 
reft can afford him but diftant and uncertain hopes. 
It is difficult to conceive how the treafuny Ibould 
have thought of taxing an objed that is already 
. chargeable to the owner. 

The poll-tax upon blacks extends beyond the 
grave ; that is to lay, it is fixed upon a perfon who 
exifts no more. If a Have fhould die after the affeff- 
ment has been made, the planter, who is already 
unhappy on account of the diminution in his income 
and of his capital, is ftlU obliged to pay a tax, which 
reminds him of his lofles, and makes him feel them ^ 

fliore fenfibly. , 

Even the working fl&ves are not an exad tariff of 
the apjwaifement of a planter's income. With a few 
Negroes, a good foil mil yield more than a poor one 
with a great number. The commodities are not all 
of the &me value, though they are all procured by 
the labour of thofe perfons upon whom the tax is 
equally laid. The chan^ng from one kind of cul- 
ture to another, which the ground requires, fufpenda 
for a while the produce of labour: Droughts, inun- 
dations, fires, devouring infeds, often deftroy the 
fruits of labour. Suppofe all things alike, a lets num- 
ber of hands makes in proportion a lefs quantity of 
fugar ; either becaufe the whole of the wants muft 
be taken into confideration, or becaufe labour is truly 
advantageous fo iar only as the moft favourable op- 
portunities can be improved. 

The polUtax upon blacks becomes ftill more op- 
prelBve in time of war. A planter who cannot then 
difpofe (tf his commodities, and muft run in debt to 
fupport himfelf and to keep up his laodt is further 
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9 o o K obliged to pax a tax for fl«ves, vhofe labour -will 
. ^""' hardly be equivalent to their maintenance. Nay, he 
- ' is often conftmned to fend them at a diftaoce from 
his plantation for the imaginary wants of the colonj, 
to fupport them there at his own expence, and to 
fee them periih without any reafon, while he is un- 
der the fevere neceflity of replacing them one time 
or other, if ever he means to retrieve his walled and 
almoft ruined .lands. 

The burden of the poll-tax was ftiU heavier upon 
fuch of the proprietors as were abfent from the co- 
lony, for thefe were condemned to pay the tax tre- 
ble ;. which was the more unjuft, as it was matter of 
ind^erence to France whether her commodities were 
confumed at home oc in the i0ands. Could it be 
her intention to hinder the emigration of the colo- 
nifts ? But it is only by the mildnefs of the govern- 
ment that citiuiu can be Miduced to fix in a country, 
not by prohibitions and penalties. Befides, men who 
by hazardous labours carried on in a fultry climate, 
had contnbute.d to the public profperity, ought to 
have been indulged io the liberty of ending their 
days in the temperate regions of the mother-country. 
Nothing could more efieduaUy roufe the ambition 
and adivity of numbers of idle people, than to be 
fpe£latois of their fortune ; and the ftate might thns 
be relieved of the load of thefe uTelels men, to the 
profit of induilry and commerce. 

Nothing can be more detrimental to both than 
this taxing of the blacks, as the neceffity of felhng 
obliges the planter to lower the price t^ his commo- 
dities. A moderate price may be an adTantageoos 
circumftance, when it is the refult of great plenty, 
and of a very quick cixculation. But it is ruinoiss to 
be obliged to lofe conflantly upon one's merchandife, 
io order to pay taxea* Finance is like a foul ulcer, 
in which the mortified fie& deftroys the live fieih. 
la proportion as the blaod' is coiaveyed into the wornid 
hy the circulation, it becomes corrupted therewhile 
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it fuppUes it. The profits of trade aie all ablorbed book 
by tile treafury, which is continually receivipg, with- ^"'" 
out making any returns. ' ' ^ 

LaiUy, it is a very difficult matter tp levy this tax. 
Every ppprietpr muft give in an anpijal account of 
the number of his flaves. Tq prevent falfe entries, 
they mull be verjfied by clerks or excifemcD. Every 
Negro that is not entered muft be forfeited \ which 
is a very abfur^ prai^ce, becaufe every labouring 
Negro is fo much (lock, and by the forfeiture of him 
the culture is diminiihed, and the very objed for 
which the duty was laid is annihilated. Thus it 
happens, that in the colonies, wh^re the fuccefs of 
every thing depends upon the tranquillity which is 
enjoyed, a defttuftive war is carried on between the 
financier and the planter. Law-fuits are numerous^ 
removals frequent, rigorous meafures become necef- 
fary, and the cofls are great and ruinous. 

If the Negro-tax be unjull in its extent, unequal 
\jx its repartition, and complicate in the mode of 
levying it, the tax laid upon the commodities that 
are carried out of the colonies is nearly as injudicious. 
The government' have ventured to impofe this duty, 
from a perfualion that it would fall entirely upon the 
confumer and the merchant ; but there cannot be a 
more dangerous error in political economy than this is. 
The ad of confuming does not fupply money to 
buy what is confumed ; this muft be gained by la- 
bour ; and all labour, if things are traced up to their 
origin, is, in fad, paid by the firft proprietor out of 
the produce of the earth. This being the cafe, no 
one article can be always growing dearer, but all the 
reft muft rife in proportion. In this ficuati<m, then 
is no profit to be made upon any of them. If this 
equilibrium between the articles of commerce be re- 
moved, the confunlption of the advanced article will 
decreafe ; and, if it decreaie, the price will fell, of 
courfe, and the deamels will have been only- tr^p-. 
gent. 
The merchant can no ni079 take the 4uty i^kjh 
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BOOK him than the confumer. He lazy, indeed, advance 
. ^"'' it once or twice ; but if he cannot make a natural 
' "* and neceflaiy profit upon the commodities fo taxed, 
he will foon difcontinue that branch of trade. To 
hope that competition will force him to take the pay- 
ment of the duty out of his profits, is to fuppofe that 
they were exorbitant ; and that the competition, 
which was then infufficient, will become more con- 
iiderable when the profits are lefs. If, on the other 
hand, things were as they ought to be, and the pro- 
fits no more than neceflTary, it is fuppofing that the 
competition will fubfift, though the profits that gave 
rife to it fubfift no longer. We muft admit all thefe 
abfurdities, or allow that it is the planter in the 
iflands who pays the duty, whether it be levied from 
t^e firil, fecond, or hundredth hand.. 

Far firom thus burdening the cultivation of the co- 
lonies with taxes, it ought to be encouraged by li- 
beralities ; fince by the ftate of reftraint in which 
trade is kept, thefe liberalities, with all the advan* 
tages arifing from them, muft neceffarily return to 
the mother* country. 

If the fituation of a ftate, that is in arrears on ac- 
count of iofles or mifinanagement, will not admit of 
liberalities, or eafing the fubjeds of their burdens, 
the payment of the taxes in the colonies themfelves 
might, at leaft, be fupprefled, and the produce of 
them levied at home. This would be the next beft 
iyllem that could be purfued, and would be equally 
agreeable to the Old and New World. 

Nothing is fo pleafing to an American, as to re- 
move fhim his fight every thing that denotes his de- 
pendence. Wearied with the importunities of col- 
leAors, he abhors ftanding taxes, and dreads the in- 
creafe of them. He in vain feeks for that liberty 
whisb he thought to have found at the difiance of 
two thoufand leagues from Europe. He difdains a 
yoke which purfues him acrofs the ftorms of the 
ocean. Difcontented, and inwardly repining at the 
reftiaint he ftill feels, he thinks with indignation on 
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his native country ; which, under the name of mO' B 00 k 
ther, calls fpr his blood, inllead of feeding him. Re- • ^ r 
move the image of his chains from his light ; let his 
riches pay their tribute to the mother-country only 
at landing there, and he will fancy himfelf free and 
privileged ; though at the fame time, by lowering the 
value of his own commodities, and enhancing the 
price of thofe that come from Europe, he, in fad, ul- 
timately bears the load of a tax of which he is ig- 
norant. 

Navigators will alfo find an advantage in paying 
duties only upon goods that have reached the place 
of their defUnation in their full value, and without 
any riik, and will reftore the capital of their ftock 
along with the profits. They will not then have the 
mortification of having purchafed of the prince the 
very hazards of ihipwreck, and of lofing a cargo for 
which they had paid duty at embarking. Their Ihips, 
' on the contrary, will bring back, in merchandife, the 
amount of the duty ; and the productions being ad- 
vanced in value by exportation, the duty will hardly 
he felt. 

LalUy, the confumer himfelf will he a gainer by it ; 
becaufe the colonifi and the merchant cannot benefit 
by any regulation, of which in time the confumer 
will not experience the good eHeds. All the taxes 
will no fooner be reduced to a fingle one, but trade 
will be clogged with fewer formalities, fewer delays, 
fewer charges, and confequently the commodities can 
be fold at a more reafonahle rate. 

This fyftem of moderation, which every thing feems 
to point out as the fitted, will he eafily introduced. 
All the productions of the iflands are fuhjed, at their 
entry into the kindom, to a duty known by the name 
of Domaine ^Occident, or Wellem Domain, which is 
fixed at three and a half per cent, with eight fols 
[4d.] per pound. The value of thefe produdions, 
which is the rule for the payment of the duty, 
is determined in the months of January and July. It 
is fixed at twenty, or five and twenty per cent, be- 
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BOOK loTT the real price. The weftern office allows, befidci, 
"' . a more confiderabk tare than the feller in trade does. 
Add to this daty that which the commodities pay at 
the cnftom-houfes of the colonies, which produces 
nearly the fame, and thofe that are paid in the in- 
land parts of the iflands ; and we Ihall have the 
whole of the revenue which the government draws 
from the fettlements in America. 

If this fund were confounded with the other re- 
venues of the ftate, we might be apprehenfivc that it 
was not applied to its deftination, which ffiould be 
folely the protedlion of the iflands. The unforefeen 
exigencies of the royal treafury would inBiUibly di- 
vert it into another channel. There are fome mo- 
ments when the critical ftate of the difeafe will not 
admit of calculating the inconveniencies of the re- 
medy. The moft urgent neceffity engroffes all the 
attention. Nothing then is fecured from the hand of 
of arbitrary power, urged by the wants of the prefent 
moment. The miniftry is continoally drawing out rf 
the treafury, under the delufive hopes of replacing in 
a fhort time what they have received ; but the exe- 
' cution of this defign is perpetually retarded by frefli 
demands. 

Hence it appears, that it would be highly necef- 
fary that the treafury, deftined for the duties on the 
produ£tions of the colonies, fhould be kept wholly fe- 
paratc from that deftined to receive the revenues of 
the kingdom. The fums depofitcd there, as in tnift, 
would always be ready to anfwer the demands of 
thofe fettlements. The colonift who always has fiock 
to fend over to Europe, would gladly give it for bills 
of exchange, when he was once aflured that they 
would meet with no delays or difficulties in the pay- 
ment of them. This kind of hank woidd fobn* create 
another means of communication hetwen the mother- 
country and the iflands ; the court would be better 
acquainted with the ftate of their afiairs in thefe dif- 
tant countries, and would recover the credit th^ 
have long iince loft ; but which' is of the uftooft cob- 
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fequence, efpecially in time of war. We fhall now book 
put an end to our difcuffions on taxes, and confider . ^ , 
the regulations refpeding the militia. 

The French iflands, like thofe of other nations, had l^'^J^ 
no regular troops at firft. . The adventurers, who had miwed m 
conquered them, looked upon the right of defending Jat^^I^ 
themfelves as a privilege ; and the defcendants of 
thofe intrepid men thought themfelves fufficiently 
ftrong to guard theirownpofleflions. They had nothing, 
indeed, to do but to repulfe a few veflels, which land* 
ed fome lailors and foldiers, as undifciplined as them- 
felves. 

The fituation of affairs has, indeed, undergone an 
alteration. As thefe fettlements became more con- 
fideiabte, it was to be expefted that they would foon- 
er or later be attacked by numerous European fleets 
and armies ; and this made it neceflary to fend them 
other defenders. The event has ihown ihe infuffi- 
ciency of a few fcattered battalions, to oppofe the 
land and fea forces of England. The colonics them- 
felves have been convinced that their own efforts 
could never prevent a revolution ; and fearing that a 
fruitlefe refiftance would only eiafperate a vi^orious 
enemy, they were more inclined to capitulate than 
to fight. Having become political calculators, their 
weaknefs made them fenftble that they were unfit for 
military operations, and they have contributed their 
money in order to be difcharged from ^ fervice, 
which, though glorious in its principle, had degene- 
rated into a burdenfome fervicude. The militia was 
fopprefled in 1763. 

This adl of compliance has been applauded by thofe 
who only confidered this inftitution as the means of 
preferving the colonies from all foreign Jnvafions; 
They very fenfibly imagined, that it was unreafon- 
able to require that men, who were grown old under 
the hardAiips of a fcorching climate, in order to raife 
a large fortune, fhould expofe themfelves to the fame 
dangers as thofe poor viftims of our ambition, who 
are perpetually hazarding their lives for a pay which 
3 
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B o o K is not fufficient for their fubfiftence. Such a facrj-' 
n fice hath appeared to them too unreafonable to ex- 

pert it fliould be complied with ; and the miniftiy, 
who faw the impropriety of keeping up fuch a vain 
and burdenfome fervice,, have therefore difcontioued 
it, and been commended. 

Thofe who are better acquainted with the Ameri- 
can fettlements, have not judged fo favourably of 
this innovation. The militia, fay they, is neceflary- 
to preferve the interior police of the iflands ; to pre- 
vent the revolt of the Haves ; to check the incuriions 
of the furtive Negroes ; to hinder the banditti from 
affemhling in troops ; to protect the navigation along' 
the coafts, and to keep off the privateers. If the in- 
habitants be not embodied ; if they have neither 
commanders nor ftandards, how can they avert fo 
many dangers ? How will it be poflible to diiBpate 
thefe deArudive calamities, when they have not been 
able to check them before they broke out ? From 
whence will arife' that harmony and uniformity of 
aftion, without which nothing can be carried on with 
propriety ? 

Thefe refledions, which, though ftriking and na- 
tural, had at firft efcaped the court of Veifailles, fbon 
produced an alterarion in their condud. They be- 
came convinced of the neceflity of reftoring the mi- 
litia, but without giving up the taxes which were 
agreed to for the fupport of the regular troops. It 
was a difficult matter to difpofe the people to confent 
to this arrangement. The miniftry negotiated, bribed, 
and threatened. Guadalupe and Marrinico, though 
difpleafed with the abufes committed by an incon- - 
ftant and precipitate authority, fubmitted at length, 
in 1767, to the wifhes of adminiftration ; but this 
example did not make the impreflion upon St. Do- 
mingo that was dellred, and perhaps expedted. The 
year following it became neceflary to carry on.a war 
againft this rich colony, and it was not till after the 
magiflrates of the weft and fouth of the illand had 
been thrown into prifon, and till the earth was ftrew- 
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fed with dead bodies, that It was poiBble to reduce to b o o k 
fubnailBon the planters, exafperated by the vexations . _^'"'_ ^ 
of a rapacious government. '" ' 

Since this period, unfortunately ftamped with cha- 
ta£ter5 of blood, all the inhabitants of the other he- 
mifphere are again embodied. The obligations that 
are impofed by this kind of regLflering are various^ ■ 
and are not yet properly explained. This obfcurity, 
- wliich is always dangerous in the hands of rulers, who 
are perpetually intent upon the extending of their 
jurifdidion, keeps the citizens in continual alarms for 
their liberty, which they are more jealous of in the 
colonies than we are in Europe ; it expofes them to 
numberlefs vexations. The evils it has occaiioned 
have excited a deteftation for this kind of fervitude, 
which none but tyrants or flaves can be furprifed at; 
It is neceflary, if poffible, to eradicate the impreflions 
of the paft, and remove all miftruft for the future. 
The legiflature will fucce^d in this by making all 
thofe alterations in the form of the militia^ which are 
confident with its objed } which is, to maintain pub- 
lic order and fafety. The welfare of the people i» 
the great end of aH authority. If the atSions of the 
fovereign do not tend to this end, his exiftence will 
be fupported Mily by the affiftance of money, or the 
landion of old records, which time wi^ deftroy or 
pofterity defpife. In vain does flattery raife number- 
lefs and magnificent monuments toftrinces; the hand 
of man ereds them, but it is the heart that confe- 
crates them, and affedion that renders them immor- . 
tal. Without this, public trophies are only a proo^ 
of the meannefs of the people, not of the greatnefs 
of the ruler. There ii one ftatue in Paris, the fight 
of which makes every heart exult with fentiments of* 
aflFeition. Every eye is turned with complacency 
towards this im^ of patental and popular goodnefs. 
The tears of tOTTdiftrefled fiiently call upon it under 
the hardfliips of' o^relBon. Men feCfetly blefs the 
hero it immortalifes. All voices unite to celebrate 
his memory after two centuries are elaf^d. Hu 
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BOOK name is in veneration to the uttennoft parts of Amc- 

. ^'"' . rica. In every heart he protcfts againft the abufes of 

authority ; he declares againft the ufurpations of the 

rights of the people ; he promifes the fubjefts the 

redrefs of theic grievances, and an increafe of pro- 

fperity ; and demands both of the miniftry', 

^jj^""^f Among the circumftances which require refonna- 

mhcritutce tion, we ought to fcckon a cuilom eftablifhed in the 

yj^'T French poffeffions in the New World, of dividing 

the Freodi equally the paternal inheritance among all the chil- 

■Qinii t ^j^jj^ ^jj^ j|jg inheritance of a relation among all the 

coheirs. 

We bold in abhorrence, with all reafonable men, 
whom pride or prejudice have not corrupted, the ab- 
furd right of primogeniture, which transfers the en- 
tire patrimony of a family to the eldeft foo, whofe 
morals are .corrupted by it ; which reduces his bro- 
thers and fitters to a ftate of indigence, and punifhes 
them as it were, for the cafual fault of having 
been bom a few yers too late. Are they the lefs le- 
gitimate on that account ? and is the perfon who hath 
given them exillence the lefs refponfible for their 
happinefs ? -A chief of a &mily is nothing more than 
a depofitary; and is a depofitary ever allowed to 
make an unequal divifion of his truft between perfons 
who have an equal claim ? If a favage fhould be in 
pofleflion, at his death, of two bows, and fhould have 
two children ; and if he fhould be alked, what was 
to be done with the two bows ; would he not anfwer, 
that one ihould be given to each of his children ? 
And if he were to bequeath them both to one, would 
it not be uaderftood that he had confidered the ex- 
cluded child as not being his own offspring ? In the 
countries where this monfirous cuflom of dinnherit- 
ing is authorifed, the father is the leatt refpefted by 
.alt ; by the eldeft, becaufe he can take nothing away 
from him ; and by the youngeft children, becaufe he 
can give them nothing. To filial affedion, which is 
extinguished, fucceeds a meannefs of fentiment, which 
accuftoms three or four children, almoft as foon as they 
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are bora, to cringe to one alone, wbo from this ctr- book 
cumftance conceives a degree of perfonal importance, • ^^ • 
which fetdom fails to render him infolent. Refped- 
ftble parents are apprehenfive of multiplTing around 
them a number of indigent perfons who are to be 
condemned to cehbacy. The whole inheritance is 
placed in the hands of a madman, whofe diffipationa 
can only be put a ftop to bj fubllitution, ^hich is an> 
other eviL Calamities of fo great magnitude muft 
neceflarily fuggeft the idea, that the right of primo- 
geniture, which was not originally confecrated by 
fuperitition, and which defpotifm hath no intereft in 
perpetuating, will, fooner or later, be abolished. It 
is the remains of fdudal barbariiin, which our de- 
fcendants will one day be afhamed of. 

The law of equality, however, which feems didated 
by nature ; whioh occors inftantly to every juft and 
good man ; which leaves no doubt in the mind as to 
its rectitude and utility ; this law may fometimes, per- 
haps, be prejudicial to the prefervation of fociety. 
We have an iofiance of this in the French iflands, 
which it diverts from the end of their defttnation, 
and gradually paves the way for their ruin. 

This divifioa was neceflaiy at the firft formation of 
colonies. Immenfe trafts of lands were to be cleared; 
This could not be done without people ; nor could 
men, who had quitted their own country for want^ 
be any otherwife fixed in thofe dillant and defert re- 
gions, than by afligning them a property. Had the 
government tefufed to grant them lands, they would 
have wandered about from one place to another j 
they would have begun to eftablilh various fettle- 
ments, and have had the disappointment to find, that 
none of them would attain to that degree of profpe- 
rity as to become ufeful to the mother-country. 

.But llnce inheritances, too extenfive at firft, have 
in procefs of time been reduced by a feries of fuc- 
ceiSons, and by the fubdivifions of fhares, to fuch a 
comp>ars as renders them fit to facilitate cultivation ; 
fince they have been fo limited as not to }ie fallow 
E e ij 
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• o o K.for vant of hands, proportionable to their extenti 
. ^'"' . a further divifion of lands would again reduce them 
to nothing. In Europe, an obfcure man, who ha* 
but a few acres of land, will make that little eftatc 
more advantageous to him in proportion, than an 
opulent man will the immenic property he is poffefl*- 
ed of, either by inheritance or chance. In America, 
the nature of the produdions, which are very ralu- 
able ; the uncertainty of the crops, which are but 
few in their kind ; the quantity of fkves, of cattle, 
of utenfils necefiary for a plantation ; all this requires 
a large ftock, ifrhicb they have not in fome, and will 
foon want in all the colonies, if the lands be parcel- 
led out and divided more and more by hereditary 
fucceffions. 

If a father leave an eftate of 30,000 livres [lasol-J 
a year, and this eftate be equally divided betweea 
three children, they will all be ruined if they make 
three diftind plantations ; the one, becaufe he has 
been made to pay too much for the buildings, and 
becaufe he has too lew Negroes, and too little land 
in proportion ; the other two, becaufe they jnuft 
build before they can begin upon the culture of their 
land. They will all be equally ruined, if the whole 
plantation fiiould remain in the hands of one of the 
three. In a country where a creditor is in a woife 
llate than.any other man, eftates have rifen to anim- 
moderate value. The pofleflbr of the whole will be 
very fortunate if he is obliged to pay no more for in- 
teieft than the net produce of the plantation. Now, 
as the primary law of nature is the procuring of fub- 
fiftence, he will begin with procuring that without 
paying hit debts. Thcfi: will* accumulate, and he 
will foon become. ioTolvent, and the confufion confe- 
quent upon fuch a fituation will end in the ruin of 
the whole family. 

The only way to remedy thefe diforders, is to abo- 
lifh the equality of the divifion of land. In this en^ 
lightened age, government fhould fee the neceffitj 
of letting the colonies be more ftocked with things 
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than with men. The wifdom of the legiflature will, book 
doubtlefs, find out fome compenfation for thofe it has ^^'" j^ , 
injured, and in fome meafure facrificed to the welfare 
of the community. They ought to be placed upon 
fireih lands, and to fubfift by their own labour. This 
is the only way to maintain this fort of men ; and 
their induftiy would open a freih fource of wealth to 
the Hate. 

At the conclufion of the peace, a favourable op- 
portunity offered itfelf for making the propofed al- 
teration in St. Lucia and Guiana. The French ought . 
not' to have neglefted this opportunity, perhaps the 
only one that will offer, to repeal the law relating to 
the divifions of eftates, by diftributing to thofe, whofe 
expectations they had fruftrated, fuch lands as they 
intended to cultivate ; and by giving them thofe con- 
£derable fums that have been expended to no pur- 
pofe, as the neceffary advance for carrying on the 
cultivation. Men inured to the climate, acquainted 
with the only kind of culture that could poflibly be 
thought of, encouraged by the example, alfiftance, 
and advice of their own families, and aided by the 
flaves with which government would have fupplied 
them, were much fitter for this purpofe than a fet of 
profligate men, coUeded from the refufe of Europe, 
imd were not much more hkely to raife new colonies 
to that pitch of wealth and profperity which might 
be expected. Unfortunately, it was not forefeen, 
that the firft colonies in America mull have increafed 
by flow degrees and of themfelves, with the lofs of 
a great many men, or by extraordinary exertions of 
bravery and patience, bocaufe they had no competi- 
tion to fupport ; but that the fucceeding fettlements 
could only be formed by the natural means of popu- 
lation, as an old fwann begets a new one. The 
overflowings of population in one ifland muft fpread 
into another ; and the fuperfluities of a rich colony 
fomifh neceflaries to an infant fettlement. This is 
the natural order which good policy points out to 
maritime and commerci^ powers. All other methods 
E o iij 
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B o o K are irrational and deftruftive. Though the court of 
. ^ ' ' ■ Veriailles have overlooked this plain principle, pro- 
dudive of fo much good, this is no reafon why they 
fhould rejed the propofal of putting a fiop to the 
further divifion of lands. If the neceflity of fuch a 
law be evident, it muft be enacted, though the pre- 
fent time be lefs favourable than that which has been 
negleded. When the plantations are reftored to 
their ftate of profperity, by the fuppreffion of that 
divijion of land, which precludes every means of 
improvement, the planters may then be compelled 
to clear themfelvcs of the debts with which their 
plantations are now opprefled. 
H^ *• Part of thefe debts originated from the claims t^at 

f^^d^ were allowed, by an injudicious law, to the feveral 
"j^**«* coheirs. This diftrefled fituatiori hath increafed in 
VnaA proportion as the colonies have acquired more wealth. 
^Jjg?*^ When they had increafed fo far, as that the number 
^SiMi of inhabitants became fuperior to the plantations, the 
fuperabundant part of the population remained idle 
creditors of the lands they did not occupy, and confe- 
quently ufelefs, and even bundenfome, to the culture. 
There aie other credits proceeding from the iale 
which the colonifts have reciprocally made of their 
habitations. We feldom go to America, without the^ 
profpeft of enjoying in Europe thofe riches, which 
are commonly acquired by obftinate labour, or by 
fortunate events. Thofe who do not lofe fight of 
this aim, live with more or lefs economy, and fend to 
their own country alt that they have been able to 
fave out of their income. As foon as they have ac- 
quired that degree of fortune to which they afpired, 
they endeavour to difpofe of their plantations. In a 
country where the fpecie is deficient, it is neceflaiy 
to fell them upon credit, or to keep them ; and moA 
of the proprietors rather choofe to give up their pof- 
feffions to purchafers who fometimes fail in their en- 
gagements, than to truft them in the hands of llew- 
ards who are feldom faithful. 
LaftJj, the advances made to the colonifts have 
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been the occaiion of much credit being given. TheB o o k 
lands of the French iflands, as well as of the other ■„^','i^. 
iflaods in America, did not originally yield any pro- 
dudion 6t for exportation. Funds were nece£&ry to 
clear them, and the firft Europeans who occupied 
them had nu property. Trade came to their affift- 
ance; it furnifhed them with utenlils, provifions, 
and daves, neceffary to form productions. This af- 
fociation between monied and indullrious people gave 
birth to a great number of debts, which have multi- 
plied in proportion asthe plantations have increafed. 

The debtors have but too often failed in fulfilling 
the obligations they had contradled. An inordinate 
luxury, which cannot be excufed in men who are 
born in mifery, hath compelled feveral of them to 
this breach of feith. Others have been drawn into 
it by an indolence, inconceivable in eager minds, that 
had gone beyond the feas to feek an end to their in- 
digence. The molt abundant means have been loft 
in the hands of fome people, who were deftitute of 
the fkill neceflary to improve them. There have 
been likewife fome planters devoid of Hiame, and 
without principle, who, though capable of fettling 
with their creditors, have daringly witbholden the 
property of others. Other caufes have likewife oc- 
curred in lelTening the force of engagements. 

Hurricanes, the violence of which cannot be eafily 
defcribed, fubverted the country and deftroyed the 
crops. The mod expenfive and the moft necelTary 
buildings have been fwallowed up by earthquakes. 
Infedts, which could not be deftroyed, have devour- 
ed, during a long feries of years, all the produce that 
might have been expeded from a fertile and well-cul- 
tivated foil. Some commodities, the produce of which 
hath exceeded their confumptlon, have loft their va- 
lue, and have fallen into the utmoft contempt. Long 
and cruel wars, by oppofing infurmoun table obftacles 
to the exportation of the produdions, have rendered 
ufelels the moft conftant and moft obftinate labours. 

Thefe calamities which have fometimes happened , 
£ e iiij 
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B o o K fit the fame time, or which have at lead fucceeded 
. ^"'' each other too rapidly, have given rife to a fyftem of 
jurifpnidence favourahle to the debtors. The legiflo- 
tare have encumbered the feizore of lands and Uaves 
with fo many formalities, tlytt it fliould feem as if 
their defign had been .to render it impradicable. 
The public opinion hath branded the fraaU number 
of creditors who have undertaken to overcome thefe 
difficulties ; and the tribunals themfelves did not ac- 
cede, witbout extreme reluAance, to the rigorous 
meafures they were defirous of purfuing. 

This fyftem, which hath appeared for a long tima 
the beft that could be followed, hath ftill its partir- 
fans. What is it to the ftate, fay thefe political cal* 
culatots, whether the riches be in the hands of the 
creditor or of the debtor, provided public profperitjr 
be increafed ? But can pubUc profperity increafq 
when juiUce is trampled upon; when adminiHration 
encourages a breach of faith, by offering it an afylum 
under the protection of the laws, for if the laws 
do not profecute they proted ; when the feed^ 
of miSrufl: are encouraged among citizens, which 
inuft in time render them fo many rogues, and ene- 
mies to each other ; when loans, without any kind 
of lecurity, Ihall have become impoffible, or ruinous ; 
when the rapacioufnefs of ufury IhaU be exercifed 
without reftraint ; when «;redit ihalt no longer exill 
either in or out pf the ftate ; and when the whole 
nation Iball be coalidered as a fet of men devoid of 
principles and of morality. General felicity can hare 
no fobd fbundatioi}, without the validity of engage- 
ments from whence jt arifes. Even the government 
ought only to free itfelf from its encumbrances ac- 
cording to the rules of juftice. A bankruptcy of the 
ftate is infamous, and ftill more prejudicial to the mo- 
rality of fociety than to the fortunes of individuals. 
A time will come, when all thefe iniquities fhall -be 
fummoned to the tribunal of nations, and when the 
power which hatlr committed them fhall be judge^ 
|)y its vidims. ^ 
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Other fpe<mlators« not fo loofe in their principles, book 
Iiave afferted, that an enlightened legiflation would wijlli-j 
annul the debts anterior to a period which ought to 
be fixed. We will not examine whether this prac- 
tice of fome ancient republics hath ever been faluta- 
ry ; l)ut we will affirm, without any fear of miftak- 
ing, that fuch a breach of the public faith, if it were 
common, would again plunge Europe, now become 
commercial, into that ftate of inaiSion and mifery ia 
which it was three or four centuries ago. Fortunate.. 
ly, this deflru^UTc revolution is not to be apprehend- 
ed. The refped for property increafes daily even 
among the leaft enlightened nations. In procels of 
time, it will be eftabUlbed in the French iJlands, aa 
well as elfewhere, when government (hall at length 
compel the colonifts to give fome kind of fatis&dion 
to their creditors. The beft method of bringinc 
about this ad of juAice is not yet agreed upon. 

Some perfons are defirous of furaptuary laws, which, 
by reftraming the expences of the inhabitants, would 
enable them to fulfil their engagements. How could 
fuch an idea ever enter into the minds of men, to 
efiablifh this fyftem of privation as a maxim in the 
colonies ? The value of their produdions ^ being en- 
tirely owing to exchanges, would not the annihila- 
tion of thefe compel the Americans either to raife 
few commodities^ or to fell them for a trifle ? Should 
the mother-cotmtry be willing to make up in numey 
the deficiencies in the fale of their meichandife, then 
all the gold that is drawn from one part of Ameiica 
would return into the other. After fifteen or twen- 
ty years of fuch a trade, the powers that are enemies 
to France would have an additional motive for at- 
tacking pofieilions, the fertility of which excites in 
them fo much furprife and jealoufy. 

Others have imagined, that all kind of credit lhoul4 
henceforward be prohibited. But would not the cul- 
tures already eftablilhed fnffer from fo abfurd a fyf- 
tem ? Would not the cultivation of the virgin lands, 
wtucfi ^re gcQeraUy moft niodu^Te, be impeded? 
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BODE Would not the operations of the merchants in the 
. ^^' . mother-countiy becorhe daily more languid ? 

It is well known how reluflantly they fee the rich 
planter accuftom hinifelf to fend bis own produdions 
to Europe, to draw the articles of his own confump- 
tion from thence, and reduce his > correfpendents 
to the bare profits of commiffion. If that dependence, 
which is a neceflary confequence of debts, ibpuld 
ceafe, they would no longer be a few planters, but 
the whole colony, who would make their own pur- 
chafes and fales in the motbeNCOuntry ; they would 
all become traders, and even would jbon have no 
competitors, becaufe they alone would )x acquainted 
with the meafure of their own wants. 

Several jperfons have wiflied that it fhould be per- 
mitted to feize and to Cell the Negroes of debtors. 
Then the Haves who fhould ceafe to work upon one 
plantation, would be employed upon another, and 
the colony would not be injured. This is a miftake; 
the Negroes will never be made to pafs, without mif- 
chief, from one plantation to another. Thefe men, 
already too unhappy, would not contrail the &elh 
habits required by a change of place, of mafter, of 
'' method, and of employment. They cannot live 
without their millrefles and their children, which arc 
their deareft comforts, and the only thing that makes 
them endure life. Separated from this only confo- 
■ lation to men in affliction, they pine away, and fick- 
en, and frequently defert, or at leaft they work but 
with relu^nce and carelellbefs. 

Moreover, by fecuring the payment of one credi- 
tor, feveral would infeUibly be ruined. The moft in- 
telligent and the moft adive planters, deprived of 
part of the hands requifite for the labours of their 
plantations, would loon become infolvent, and would 
continue fo for ever. 

Honour hath appeared to fome people a more ef- 
fedual refource than any other. Stamp, fay they, 
but a mark of infamy upon the fi^udulent debtor, 
render him incapable of ever e^^ercifing any public 
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office, and we need not apprehend he wiU fport with book 
this prejudice. The moft rapacious of men, and .- ^'" ' _ . 
efpecially the American planters, facrifice a part of 
their lives to hard labour, with no other view than 
to enjoy their fortune. But there is no enjoyment 
for a man who is branded with in&my. Obferve on- 
ly how pundually all debts of honour are paid. It 
is not an excefs of delicacy, it is not a love of juftice 
that brings back the ruined gamefter, within four- 
and-twenty hours, to the feet of his creditor, who, 
perhaps, is no better than a fharpet ; it is the fenfe 
of honour ; it is the dread of being excluded &om 
fociety. But in what age, and what period, do 
we here invoke the Xacred name of honour ? Should 
not the govemment fet the example of that juftice, 
the pradice of which it means to inculcate ? Is 
it poinble that public opinion fhould difgrace in> 
dividuals for aifUons which the Rate openly commits ? 
When infamy has infinuated itfelf into families, into 
great houfes, into the higheft places, even into the 
camp and the fandluary, can ^ere be any fenfe of 
fhame remaining ? What man will henceforth be jea- 
lous of his honour, while thofe who are called men of 
honour know of no other than that of being rich to 
get places, or of getting places to grow rich ; when 
a man muft cringe in order to rife ; pleafe the great 
and the woiAen to ferve the Hate ; and when the art 
of being agreeable, implies at leaft an indifference ' 
for every virtue ? Shall honour, which feems to be 
Vanished from Europe, take refuge in America? 

The court of Verfailles, perpetually led aftray by 
the adminiftrators of its colonies, have always appear- 
ed defirous that the payment of debts fliould depend 
entirely upon their arbitrary decifion. They have 
never comprehended that this was eftabhfliing a fyf- 
tem of tyranny in the New World. Ignorant, capri- 
cious, interested, or vinditfUve chiefs, may feled, at 
pleafure, thofe debtors whom it may fuit them to 
ruin. It is equally in tbeir power to commit injuf- 
tices towards the cTe4itors, It vill neither be the 
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BOOK oldeft nor the moft diilrefled, nor the moll boneft cre- 
^^j "''_ ditor whom they will caufe to be paid ; but the moft 
powerful, the beft proteded, the moft aftive, or the 
moft violent. Authority ought not to take place of 
juftice, nor probity or virtue of the law, in any part 
of the world, or from any motive whatever ; becaufe 
all Authority is liable to corruption, and becaufe there 
is no probity or virtue which may not be {haken.. 

Two centuries, wafted in attempts, experiments 
and combinations, muft have convinced the French 
mioiftry, that the calamity which we here deplore, 
can only be put a ftop to by clear and plain regu- 
lations, eafily carried into execution. When credi- 
tors fliall be able, without delays, without expence, 
and without refiraining formalities, to take pofteffion 
of all the property of their debtors ; then only will 
order be eftablilhed. This fevere ad of junfpru- 
dence fhould not have a retroadive efied. Humani- 
ty and policy'will indicate the proper medium to be 
adopted for the liquidation of old debts. But with re- 
fped to new engagements, nothing fhould fcreen them 
from the rigour of the law that fhould be enaded. 

Very bitter remonftrances will certainly be made 
at firft. Where fhall we find, will it be faid, a plant- 
er fo rafh Bs to attempt an undertaking of any con- 
fequence, when he ftuiU be certain of ruin, if his la- 
bours fhould not be feconded by chance and by the 
elements, upon the day appointed for him to fulfil 
bis engagements ? The dread of mifery and of igno- 
miny wiU feize upon the minds of all men. Hence- 
forward there will be no loans, no bufinefs, no circu- 
lation. InduAry will degenerate into floth, and cre- 
dit will be deflroyed by the very fyftem adopted to 
re-eftablifh it. 

We have no doubt but that this would be the lan- 
guage of the colonifts in the firft inflance ; but in tt^f 
end, and even in afhorttime, this arrangement would 
be moft agreeable to thofe who had been at firft the 
moft violent againft it. Infisrmed by public know- 
ledge and by experieocef the^ would be fenfible th^ 
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the faciHty of putting off payment had been burden- book 
ibme to them, and that tbey had found credit only . ^' ' ^ 
by purchafing it upon fuch terms as were fufficient 
to balance the rifle of lending to them. 

The indulgences which might have been proper ia 
the early ftate of the colonies, would, in our days, be- 
come an ioexcufable weakness. Thefe fettlements 
will never thrive as they ought to do, unlefs the 
means of cultivation be multiped ; which they will 
not be, till the creditor be enabled to put an entire - 
confidence in . his debtor The fyftem which is fa- 
vourable to want of ikill, to raih undertakings, and to 
di(hoDefty, muft be overturned ; and the hce of alt 
things wiQ Toon be changed. The European mer- 
chant, who at prefent only advances trifling funu to 
the American planter, and that with great apprehen- 
fions, will not find a better way of employing his 
capital. With greater aiBftances, other plantations 
would be formed ; and the old ones will acquire a 
new value. The French iflands will at length ariive 
to that degree of fortune, to which the richnefs of 
their foil bath in vain for fo long a rime invited them. 
If, notwithfianding the progrefs of knewledge, the ■ 
court of Verfailles fliould not be able to contrive a 
fyftem of lepflation, more wife and more perfe^ than 
that which is eflabliihed in the Enghfh and in the 
Dutch pofleflions, they mufl: not hefitate to adopt the 
fame. Already have thefe three powers {hown other 
marks of conformity in their principles. They have 
alike concentrated the connexions of their American 
fettlements in the .mother-country. 

All the colonies have not lutd the fame origin. Hn tba 
Some took their, rife from the reftlefs fpirit of fome ^^- ^ 
tribes of barbarians, who, after having long wandered caaipeUii« 
through defert countries, fixed themfelves at laft, from |^,^|^ 
mere wearinefs, in any one where they might form a their pro- 
narion. Others, driven out of their own territory by Jh^n^ 
Ibme powerful enemy, or allured by chance to a bet- J"®J^^ 
ter climate than their own, have removed thither.^ 
and fliared the lands with the natives. An excefs of o^ '^ 
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> viH ^ population, an abhorrence for tyranny, ftftions; aEJ<^ 
■■ , '_r revolutions, have induced other citizens to quit their 
native country, and to go and build new cities in 
foreign climes. The fpirit of conqueft made fome 
foldiers fettle in the countries they had fubdued, to 
fecure the property of them to themfelves. None of 
tbefe colonies were firll formed with a view to trader 
Even th(^e that were founded by Tyre, Carthage, 
and Marfeilles, which were all commercial republics, 
were only meant for neceflary retreats upon barba- 
rous coafts, and for marts, where ihips^that were coma 
from di&rent ports, and tired with a long voyage« 
teciprocally made their exchanges. 

The conqueft of America gave the firft idea of a 
new kind of fettlement, the bails of which is agri- 
culture. The governments that founded thofe co- 
lonies, ehofe that fucb of their fubje6ts as they fent 
thither, {hould not have it in their power to confums 
any thing but what they drew ftom the mother- 
coantry, or to fell the |H:oduce of their lands to any 
other ftate. This double obligation has appeared to 
all nations to be confonant to the law of nature, ia-^ 
dependent of all conventions, and felf-evident. They 
have not looked upon an ezclulive mtercourfe with 
their own colonies as an immoderate compenfation 
for the expences of fettling and preferving them. 
This has confiantly been the fyftem of Europe rela- 
tive to America. 

France, like other nations, was always defirous that 
its fettleftients of the New World Ibould fend all their 
produdions to the mother- country, and fliould receive 
all their provilions from thence. But, in the prefent 
ftate of things, this arrangement is impcaifUcable. 

The tflands are in want of flour, wine, oil, linen, 
£t\iSs, houfehold furniture, and every thing that con- 
tributes to the conveniences of life. They muft re- 
ceive all thefe things from the mother- country, which 
even fuppofing a fyftem of indefinite liberty, would 
fell them exclidively, except flour, which NcHth Ame- 
rica might furnifti at a cheaper rate. 
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But thefe pofleffions arp likewlfe in want of Ne- b oo k 
groes to cany on the labours. The mother-country t^.-^._^ 
bath hitherto fupplied this deficiency in a very im- 
perfeft manner only. It therefore becomes necef- 
lary to have recouife to the Eoglilh, vho are alone 
able to fill up the void. The only precaution which 
would be proper to be taken, would be, to eftablilh, 
perhaps, upon the fuccours received from thefe rivals, 
a, duty that would deprive them of the advantages 
which particular circumftances give them over the 
French merchants. 

LaiUy, in the prefent fiate of the colonies, cattle, 
fait filh, and foreign woods, are become abfolutely 
neceflary for them. It mnfi be confidered as an im- 
poffibility to convey them from Europe ; and it is 
only from New England that they can obtain thefe 
means which are efientlally requifite for the culture 
of their plantations. 

Smuggling, more or lels tolerated, hath been hither- 
to the only refource of the planters ; but this method, 
befide beiog too expenfive, is difhonell and infuffi- 
cient. It is time that prohibitive laws {hould give 
way to the imperious law of neceflity. Government 
fliould point out the ports where foreign produ^ions 
may be received ; they (hould fettle the provifions 
which fhould be allowed to be carried ; they fhould 
form judicious infiitutions, which might give a de- 
gree of confiftency to this arrangement ; and advan- 
tages will be found to accrue from this new fyftem, 
exempt from every inconvenience ; a trial was made 
of it in 1 765. If this fortunate plan was given up, 
it was on account of that fatal infiability which hath 
for a long time difgraced the naval operations of 
France ; it will therefore be refumed, and at the 
fame time the colonies will be fecure of a mart £ot 
all their produiflions. 

Thefe fettlements fend annually to the mother- 
country, befides what they keep for their own coa- 
fumption, a hundred thoufand hoglheads of molafles ; 
the value of which may be from nine to tea millions. 
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BOO IE [from 375,oool. to 416,666!. X3t. 4d.]. From ill- 
, ^'"- judged motives of intereft, perhaps, fhe hath depriv- 
^ ' ' cd them and herfelf of this henefit ; from an appre- 
benfioo of injuring the fale of her own hrandy. The 
brandies drawn fiom fugar, always inferior to thofe 
cxtraded from wine, can only be fu: the uf< of poor 
nations, or of the lower clali of people in the rich 
ones. They will never be preferred to any but malt 
fptrits, and thefe are not dillilled in France. There 
will always be a demand for the French brandies, 
even in the illands, for the ufe of that clafs of men 
who can afford to pay for them. The goTemmeot, 
therefore, can never too foon retrad fo unjuft and fo 
fatal an error, and ought to admit mc4afles and ruiQ 
into its ports, to be confumed there, or wherever elfe 
they may be wanted. Nothing would more extend 
their confumption, than to authorife French naviga< 
tors to carry them direflly to the foreign markets. 
This indulgence ought even to be extended to the 
whole produce of the colonies. As an opinion that 
daihes with fo many interefts and fo many prejudices 
may probably be contefted, it will be proper to efta< 
blifli it on clear principles. 

The French iflands fumifh the mother-country 
with fugars, coffee, cotton, indigo, and other com- 
modities, that are partly confumed at home, and 
partly difpofed of in foreign countries, which return 
in exchange either filver, or other articles that are 
wanted. Thefe iilands receive from the mother-coun- 
try clothes, provifions, and inftruments of husbandry. 
Such is the twofold deflination of the cobnies. In 
order to fulfil it, they muil be rich. In order to be 
rich, they muft grow large crops, and be able to dif- 
pofe of them at the befl price : and, that this price 
may be kept up, the fale of them muft be as gennal 
as poffibie. To obtain this, it muft be made entirely 
free. In order to make it as free as poiGblc, it muft 
be clogged with no formalities, no expences, no la- 
bours, no needlefs incumbrancee. Thefe truths, which 
soay be proved innn their clofe ccnmei^oB with each 
3 
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Other, muft determine whether it be advantageous » oo k 
that the trade of the" colonies fiiould be fubjefted to ^,. 
the delays and expence of a ftaple in France. 

Tbefe intermediate expences muft necelTarilj fall 
either upon the confumer or upon the planter. If 
upon the former, he will confume lefs, becaufe his 
means do not iacreafe in proportion to his espences ; 
if upon the latter, as his produce brings in lefs, he 
will be lefs able to make the neceflary advances for 
the next crop, and of courfe his lands will yield lefs. 
The evident progrefs of thefe deilrudlive confequences / 
is fo little attended to, that every day we hear peo-> 
pie confidently fay, that merchandife, before it is 
confumed, muil pafs through many hands, and un- 
dergo many charges, both for handicraft and car- 
riage ; and that as thefe charges employ and main-' 
tain a number of perfons, they are conducive to the 
population and ftrength of a ftate. Men are fo bhnd- 
ed by prejudice, as not to fee, that if it be advanta- 
geous that commodities, before they are confumed, 
{hould undergo a twofold expence, this advantage 
will ftill be increafed, to the greater emolument of 
the nation, if this expence Ihould amount to four, 
eight, twelve, or thirty times more. Then, indeed, 
all nations might break up their highways, fill up 
their canals, prohibit the navigation of their rivers j 
they might even exclude animals from the labours of 
the field, and employ none but men in thefe works, 
in order to add to the expences that precede the con- 
fumptioo of the produce. Yet fuch are the abfurdi- 
ties we mull maintain, if we admit the falfe principle 
we are now oppofing. . 

But political truths muft be long canvafled before 
they are perceived. I Iball advance, without fear- 
ing to be coDtradided, that the tranfcendant parts 
of geometry have neither the depth nor the fubtilty 
of this fpecies of arithmetic. Tiierc is nothing poU 
fible in mathematics, which the genius of Newton, 
or of fome of his fucceflbrs, might not have flattered 
itfelf to accompUlh. But I ihall m>t fay as much of 
Fbl.JK ■ Ff 
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" ° * ^them, with refpefl: to the matters we are now treat- 
>>■■. t, 1m ing of. At firft fight we imagine that we had but 
one difficulty to folve : but this difficulty foon brings 
on another ; that again a third, and thus we proceed 
adinjimium; and we .perceive that we muft either 
give up the work, or embrace at once the whole im- 
menfe fyftem of fecial order, without which we ihall 
obtain only an incomplete and defe£Hve refult. The 
data and the calculations vary according to the na- 
ture of the place, its produiftions, its fpecie, its re- 
fources, its connedtions, its laws, its cuftohis, its tafte, 
its commerce, and its manners. Where ftiall we^nd 
the man fufficiently informed to embrace all thcfe 
elements ? Where the mind fufficiently accurate to 
appreciate them only at their proper value ? All in- 
formations concerning the different branches of fo- 
ciety, are no more than the branches of that tree, 
which conftitutes the fcience of the man engaged ia 
public life. He mull be an ecclefiaftic, a military 
man, .a magiftrate, a financier, a merchant, and a 
hufbandman. He muft have weighed tA\ the advan- 
tages and obfiacles which he is to exped from paffion, 
from rival pretenfions, and from private intereft. 
With all the knowledge that may be acquired with- 
out genius, and with all the genius that may have 
been beftowed upon him without knowledge, he is 
inftantly led into miftakes. It is not therefore fur- 
prifing, that fo many errors Ihould have gained cre- 
dit among the people, who never repeat any thing 
but what they have heard ; that fo many Ihould hare 
prevailed among fpeculators, who fuSer themfelves 
to be led away by the fpirit of fyftem, and who fcru- 
ple not to conclude a general truth, from fome par- 
ticular fuccefs ; that fo matiy miftakes fhould happen 
among men of bufinefs, who are all of them more or 
lefs^ enflaved to the routine of their predeceflbrs, and 
more or lefs reftrained by the ruinous confequences 
of attempting any thing contrary to cuftora j in a 
word, that fo many faults fliould be committed among 
ftaCefineo, who by their birth, or by favour, are 
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brought up to importaot places, to wbicb tbej come book 
with profound ignorance, that leaves' them at the ■ *'"• , 
discretion of corrupt fubalterns, who either deceive 
or miflead them. In every well-regulated fociety, 
there ought to be no matter upon which a freedom 
of difcuHion ihould not be allowed. The more weigh- 
ty and the more difficult this matter is, the more ne- 
ceflkry doth this difcuffion become. Can we then 
have a more important, a more complicated fubje£t 
than that of government ? Or could any court, that 
was fond of truth, do better than to encourage all 
men to exercife their thoughts upon it? And fttould 
we- not be authorifed to think of that court, who 
ihould forbid this ftudy, that we mull either dillruft 
their operatit»is, or conclude them to be bad ? The 
true refult of a prohibitive edi£t upon this point, might 
very properly be contained in the foUowing words ? 
The sovcreign forbids that it should be demon- 
strated TO HIM, THAT HIS MINISTER IS EITHER A FOOL 
OR A KNAVE, FOR IT IS HIS PLEASURE THAT HE SHOULD 
BE JUTHER THE ONE OR THE OTHER, WITHOUT ANV NO- 
TICE BEING TAKEN OF IT. The council of Verfailles, 
long blinded by that darknefs in which they fuffered 
their nation to remain, had not yet acquired a fuf- 
Hcient degree of knowledge to difcover what kind of 
adminidration was fittefl: for the colonies ; and they 
are ftill equally ignorant of the form of government ^ 
bell calculated to make them profper. 

The French colonies, fettled by profligate men, u the n- 
who fled from the reftraints or punilhments of the'^°'j^'|^ 
law, feemed at iiril to Hand in need of nothing but iOudi 
a ftri<a police ; they were therefore committed to [^"^^"^ 
chiefs who had an unlimited authority. The fpirit perroni 
of intrigue, natural to all courts, but more efpecialiy ^|[^L„ 
iarailiar to a nation where gallantry gives the women >o nu^ 
an univerfal afcendant, has at all times filled the high- ^^ *"'' 
er polls in America with worthlefs men, loaded with 
debts and vices. The minillry, from fome fenfe of 
ihame, and the fear of raifing fuch men where/their 
difgrace was known, have fent them beyond fea, to 
Ffij 
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BOOK improve or rctrejve their fortunes, among people who 
. ^"'' were ignorant of their mifcondud. An ill-judged 
compaQion, and that miftaken maxim of courtiers, 
that villany is neceflary, and villains are ufeful, made 
them deliberately facri6ce the peace of the planters, 
the fafety of the colonies, and the very interefts of 
the ftate, to a fct of infamous perfons only fit to be 
imprifone'd. Thefe rapacious anddiflblute men ftifled 
the feeds of all that was good and laudable, and check- 
ed the progrefs of that proiperity which was rifing 
fpontaneouily. 

Arbitrary power carries along with it fo fubtfe a poi- 
fon, that even thofe men who went over with honeft 
intentions, were foon corrupted. If ambition, ava- 
rice, apd pride, had not begun to infe<S them, they 
would not have been proof againfl dattery, which 
never fails to raife its meannefs upon general flavery, 
and to advance its own fortune by public calamities. 
The few governors who efcaped corruption, meet- 
ing with no fupport in an arbitrary adminiftration, 
were continually committing miftakes. Men are to 
be governed by laws, and not by men. If the go- 
'vernors be deprived of this common rule, this fttn- 
dard of their judgments, alt right, all fafety, and all 
civil liberty, will be extinil. Nothing will then be 
feen but contradiflory decifions, tranfient and oppo- 
fite regulations and orders, which, for want of fun- 
damental maxims, will have no connexion with each 
other. If the code of laws were cancelled, even in 
the belt conftituted eqipire, it would foon appear 
that juftice alone \vas not fufficient to govern it well. 
The wifeft men would be inadequate to fuch a talk. 
As they would not all be of the fame mind, and as 
each of them would not always be in the fame difpo- 
fition, the ftate would foon be fubverted. This kuid 
of confufion was perpetual in the French colonies, 
and the more fo, as the governors made but a ftiort 
ftay in one place, and were recalled before they had 
time to take cogniiance of any thing. After they 
had proceeded without a guide for three years, in a 
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new country, and upon unformed plans of police and B o o k 
laws, thefe rulers were replaced by others, who, in . . ,|., 
as Ihort a fpace, had not time to form any connec- 
" tion with the people they were to govern, nor to ri- 
pen their projeds into that juAice which, when tem- 
pered with mildnefs, can alone fecure the execution 
of them* This want of experience, and of prece- 
dents, fo much intimidated one of thefe abfolute ma- 
giftrates, that, out of delicacy, he,would not venture 
to decide upon the common occurrences. Not but 
that he was aware of the inconveniencies of bis irre- 
folution ; but, though an able man, he did not think 
faimfelf qualified to be a legillator, and therefore did 
not choofe to ufurp the authority of one. 

Yet thefe diforders might eafily have been prevent- 
ed", by fubftituting an equitable legiflation, firm, and 
independent of private will, toa.miIitary government, 
violent in itfelf, and adapted only to critical and pe- 
rilous times. But this fcherae, which has often been 
propofed, was disapproved by the governors, jealous 
of abfolute power; which, formidable in itfelf, is al- 
ways odious in a fubjeifl. Thefe flaves, efcaped from 
the fecret tyranny of the court, were remarkably at- 
tached to that form of jullice which prevails in Afia- 
tic governments, by which they kept even their own 
dependents in awe. The reformation was rejected 
even by fome virtuous governors, who did not confi- 
der, that, by referving to themfelves the right of do- 
ing good, they left it in the power of their fucceflbrs 
to do ill with impunity. All exclaimed againft a plan 
of legiflation that tended to lefiea the dependence 
of the people ; and the court was weak enough to 
give way to their infinuation and advice, from a con- 
iequence of that propeniity to arbitrary power na- 
tural to princes and their minifters. They thought 
they provided fufficiently for their colonies, by giv- 
ing them an intendant to balance the power of the 
governor. 

Thefe diffant fettlements, which, till then, had 
groaned under the yoke of one proprietor only, now 
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BOOK became a prey to two, equally dangerous ^y their 
. ^"\f divifion and their union. When they were at vari- 
ance they divided the minds of the people, fowed 
difcord among their adherents, and kindled a kind 
of civil war. The rumour of their diffenfions was at 
length brought to Europe, where each party had its 
favourers, who were animated by pride or intereft to 
fupport them in their polls. When they agreed, 
either becaufe their g-K>d or bad intentions happened 
to be the fame,* or becaufe the one had got an entire 
afcendant over the other, the colonifts were in a worfc 
condition than ever. Whatever oppreffion thefe vic- 
tims laboured under, their complaints were never 
heard in the mother- conn try, who looked upon the 
harmony that fublifted between her delegates, as the 
moft certain proof of a faultlels adminiflration. 

The fate of the French colonies is not much im- 
proved. Their governors, befides having the dif- 
pofal of the regular troops, have a right to inlift the 
inhabitants ; to order them to what works they think 
proper; to employ them as they think proper in 
time of war, and even to make ufe of them for con- 
queft. Intrufted with abfolute authority, and defir- 
ous of exerting all the powers that can eftabliih or 
extend it, they take upon themfelves the cognizance 
of civil debts. The debtor is fummoned, thrown in- 
to prifon, or into a dungeon, and compelled to pay 
without any other formality ; and this is what they 
call the fervice, or the military department. The 
intendantshave the fole management and difpofal of 
the finances, and generally order the colleding of 
them. They inquire into all caufes, both civil and 
criminal; whether juftice has not yet taken cogni- 
zance of them, or whether they have already been 
brought before the fuperior tribunals ; and this is 
what they call adminiftration. The governors and 
intendants jointly grant the lands that have not yet. 
been given away, and determined, a few years ago, 
all differences that arofe refpefting the old poffeffions. 
This arrangentent placed the fortunes of all the cOr 
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lonifts in their hands, or in thofe of their clerks and book 
dependents; and confequently made all property . ^"'' . 
precarious, and occafioned the utmofl confufion. 

In mechanics, the further the refilling powers are 
removed from the centre, the more the moving force 
mull be-increafed ; in hke manner, we are told, the 
colonies cannot be fecured any otherwife than by a 
harih and abfolute government. If fo. Sir William 
Petty was in the right to difapprove of thefe fort of 
fettlements. It would be better that the earth fliould 
remain unpeopled, or thinly inhabited, than that 
fome powers Ihould be extended to the misfortune of 
the people. It is incumbent upon France to invali- 
date this fyftem of an Englilhman ^gainll colonies, 
by improving more and more in the method of go- 
verning them. That enUghtened fpirit which di- 
ftinguilhes the prefent age, whatever may be the 
alTertion of thofe who attribute to the contempt of 
certain prejudices the vices infeparable from luxury, 
and to the freedom of thinking and writing, thofe 
corrupt manners that arife from the paflions of the 
great, and from the abufe of power : that enUghten- 
ed fpirit, I fay, which Hill fupports and guides the 
nation, while morality is little attended to, will reflore 
the court of Verfailles to thofe judicious principles 
which we have fo often pointed out to them. , If any 
perfon hath been offended by them, he need only be 
queltioned, and it will be found that he is fome vile 
adulator of the great, or fome inferior perfon attached 
by his fituation or by intereft to the adminiftration of 
which he is the panegyrilt ; we may conclude, that 
he hath not the lealt idea of the duty which a citizen 
owes to his country. Shall I be confidered as the 
accomplice of a villain, if I ihould not call out when 
I fee him throwing a lighted torch into the houle of 
a fellow-citizen ; and Aall not my filence be deemed 
culpable, when I fee the whole empire threatened 
with a conflagration ? It is not the fubjeia who keeps 
his fovereign in the dark refpedling the dangers of 
his fituation, who can be called a faithful fubjeiA ; it 
FfJiiJ 
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BOO K is he who acquaints him of it with franknefs at the 
. ^'"' ^ riik of incurring his difpleafure. But it is urged, 
why do you not addrefs yourfelf to thofe who govern 
the kingdom, rather than to the puhlic ? Can thofe 
who govern it be approached ? Would they Uflen to 
you ? Do they not think that all knowledge is cen- 
tered in them ? Do they judge for themfelves ? 
Would not the moil important fpeculations be fent 
back to offices and fubmitted to the decifion of a 
clerk, who would not fail to difapprove them, either 
from ignorance, from vanity, or irom fome other lefs 
fecret and more vile motive. It is not certain that I 
Ihould be heard, even if my voice were aflifted by a 
multitude of otfier voices. Let me therefore be al- 
lowed to fpeak. Let me be allowed to tell my coun- 
try what can raife her pofleffions in the New World, 
to that degree of profperity and of happinefs of which 
they are fufceptible. 
Chingn Few alterations will be found ncceffary, with re- 
o'"h?t be^*"^^ ^° what concerns public worfliip; it hath been 
n^jDchcmade fubordinate as much as poffible to civil autho- 
^l^*^^ rity. Its minillers are monks, whofe appearance of 
French grivlty, and whofe Angular drefs, make more impref- 
"'"'^ fion upon the ignorant and fuperflitious Negroes, than 
could beexpefledfromthemoftfublimemoral precepts 
of religion. The allurement of novelty, fo powerful in 
France, had a few years ago fuggefted a projeft of 
fubllituting biftiops and a numerous clergy to thefc 
convenient paftors. In vain had all men united in 
rejedling a body of clergy, formidable by their am- 
bition, their avarice, and their pretenlions. Had not 
the turbulent and unskilful minifter, who had formed 
this deftrudlive plan, been difgraced, the French co- 
lonics would have been tormented by a calamity, 
ftill greater than that which they have experienced 
for fo long a time from legiflative aiithority. 

Thefe great fettlements were founded by chance, 
either fortunate or unfortunate^ a little before the 
middle of the iaft century. There was at that time 
no fixed idea refpeifting the countries of the New 
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World. For this rcafon the cuftoms adopted at Paris, book 
and the criminal laws of the kingdom, were chofen . ^"'' . 
for their regulation. Judicious men have lince that 
been well aware, that this kind of jurif prudence could 
not be fuitable to a country of flavery, to a climate, 
to morals, to cultures, and to poHeinons, which have 
no kind of refemblance to ours ; but thefe refleiftions 
of fome individuals have had no inSuence upon the 
operations of government. Far from correfting the 
defe<fts of thefe firft inftitutions, they have added to 
the abfurdity of the principles, embarralTments, con- 
fulion, and a mulriplicity of forms, and confeguent> 
ly no juftice hath been rendered. 

Things will remain in the fame Hate till a fyflem 
of legiflatign peculiarly adapted to the illands ftiall 
Tender juridical decifions poflible and even eafy : but 
this important work cannot be done in France. Xeave 
to the colonifts aflembled the care of reprefenting 
their own wants, let them be fuffered to form them- 
felves fuch a code as they fball think moft fuitable to 
their fituation. When this great labour fhall have 
been executed with mature deliberation, it Ihould be 
fubmitted to the deepeft and moft rigorous difquifi- 
uons. The landion of government ought not to be 
granted to it, till eyery doubt be removed with re- 
fpeft to its utility and to its perfe^Sion. There will - 
then be no fear of a want of good magiftrates. The ■ 
laws will be fo precife, fo clear, and fo well adapted 
to bufinefs, that the tribunals will no longer be ac- 
cufed of ignorance, of want of application, or of 
diftionefty. 

From this new order of things an esad police 
would arife. This method of keeping the citizens in 
order is eafy in Europe. A fathtr does the office of 
a cenfor in his own family ; he watches over his wife, 
his children, and his domeftics. The proprietor, or 
the principal tenant, exerts the fame authority in his 
houfe ; the manufadurer or the tradefman in his 
warehoufe, or in his worfcihop. One neighbour is a 
]iind of inrpe-Sor over another. Aflbciations of men 
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BOOK jealous of their honour, keep a vigilant eye over the 
. ^'"' . condufi and adtions of their members ; no man of 
bad character is received among tbem, and tbey ex- 
pel thofe who have difgraced tbemfelves. A dange- 
rous man is foon found out, and every door is fhut 
againil him. There is a tribunal of honour, and an- 
other of fcandal. Morality exerts a kind of judica- 
ture which no one can avoid. Where is the man, 
who is not more or lefs rcftrained by the public opi- 
nion?, All thefe fpecies of authority derogate from 
the functions of government. America, full of in- 
fulated individuals, without country, and without re- 
lations, who are for ever changing place, and incef- 
fantly renewed, and who are urged to the boldefl 
enterprifes by their thirll after riches : America re- 
quires a more adive, a more fteady, and a more cir- 
cumftantial adminiftration. 

Inftead of this, one oiRcer, under the name of 
King's Lieutenant, reliding in a port, or in a {jnall 
town, was for a long while foiely intrufted with that 
important office in the French illands.. This man 
was a petty tyrant, who diflreffed the planters, who 
extorted money from trade, and who preferred the 
. felling of a pardon to the prevention of mifdemea- 

nors. For fome years pall the commanders of the 
militia have in each diftri<Et been intrufted with the 
care of maintaining public tranquillity, under the in- 
fpeftion of the chief of the colony. This new ar- 
rangement is not fo defective as the former, but it is 
ftill too arbitrary. Let us indulge in the pleafing 
expedation, that the fame code by which the for- 
tune of each individual fhall be put under the pro- 
teftion of the laws, will alfo fecure his liberty. 

At this period trade will be better regulated than 
it hath yet been. The French merchants do not go 
themfelves to the iflands, but they fend there cargoes 
more or lefs valuable. Tfaofe which are notof much 
value, are commonly diftnbuted by the captains of 
the fhips for ready money. The moft important of 
them, fuch as thofe wliich carry Haves, are moftly 
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delivered upon credit, and agents are fixed in thofe ^ o o ^ 
fettlements for the colleding of the money. Ttie •. , ' t 
payments are feldom made at the appointed time ; 
and this want of punctuality hath always occalioned 
difputes between the colonies and the mother-coun- 
try. Adminiftration have for a long time been en- 
deavouring to put an end to thefe eternal difcords. ' 
Might there not be a regifter kept in each jufifdic- 
tion, in Which every debt fhould be noted in the 
fame order in which it had been contraded ? When 
intelligent perfons Ihould determine, that the debtor's 
ellate was mortgaged for more than half its value, 
every creditor fhould be allowed to put ic up to fale. 
This arrangement, though wife and neceflary, 
would certainly difpleafe the colonifts ; but they 
would foon be comforted, refpe£ting what they might 
at fiift have confidered as an unfortunate circum- 
ftance, fhould that rigour be moderated by a better 
adminiflration of the finances. Government were 
cruel enough, even et the firll origin of the colonies, 
to exad a tribute from thofe unfortunate people 
who went to the New World to feefc their fubfiftence. 
Stronger contributions were required of them, in pro- 
portion as their labours and the fruits of their induflry 
were multiplied ; and yet this enormous weight, with 
which their commodities, their confumptions, and 
their flaves were overloaded, fcarcely excites a feeble 
remonflrance. The complaints are generally found- 
ed upon the tyrannical manner in which the public 
revenue is collected, and upon the pernicious ufes to 
which it is applied. It is alleged, that their treafury 
thinks itfelf exhaufled by the expences which are 
required for the prefervation of the iOands. They 
themfelves offer to defray all thefe expences in the 
moft ample manner, provided that the taxes be regu- 
lated and difpofed of by the national affemblies. "Ilie 
troops will then be more regularly pud, and the for- 
tificauons kept in better order, under the infpedion 
of government itfelf. Bifencumbered from that mul- 
titude of officers, who, under the name of the fiaff, 
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BOOK exbaufl: them ; of thofe legions of rapacious farmers 
" ' f of the revenue who opprefs them incefiantly and be- 
yond meafurc, the colonies will attend to their im- 
provement. Convenient roads will be opened on all 
fides, the morafles will he dried up, a bed will be 
digged for the torrents, that of the rivers will be re- 
paired, and bridges will be conlbuiEied to fecure the 
communicatioQS. The young Creoles will receive 
upon their own foil a proper education, which tbey 
did not obtain even by crofliog the feas. In a word, 
there will be a body appointed, which Iball be au- 
thorifed to purfue, even to the foot of the throne, 
. that defpotic rage which fo frequently feizes upon 
thofe vain or corrupt men, who are chofen by in- 
trigue or by ignorance , to govern thefc diftant re- 
gions. 

Nothing appears to be more confonant Co the ends 
of found policy, than to allow thefe iilanders the right 
of governing themfelves, provided it be in fubordina- 
tion to the mother-country; nearly in the fame man- 
ner as a 'boat follows all the dire^ons of the fliip it 
is faftened to. It will, perhaps, be objeded, that the 
people in thofe remote illands being continually re- 
newed by the fluduation of conunerce, this will na- 
turally bring in a number of worthlefs men ; and 
that it will be long before we can exped to fee thofe 
manners and that fagacity among them, which will 
be prpdoftive of pubhc fpirit, and of that dignity 
which is requjiite to fupport the weight of affairs and 
the interells of a nation. This objedion might have 
fome foundation, if we attended merely to the cha- 
rader of thofe Europeans who are driven to America 
by their wants or their vices ; who, by ,tbus tranf- 
porting themfelves, either by choice or from other 
motives, are ftrangers every where ; commonly cor- 
rupted by the want of laws, ill-fupplied by an arbi- 
trary police ; by that depraved talte for dominion, 
which refults from the abufe of Qavery ; and by the 
dazzhng luftre of a great fortune, which n>akes them 
forget their former obfcurity. But this clafs of men 
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ought to have no fhare in the adminiftratioD, ^vhich book 
fhould be wholly committed to propriietors, raoftly ^'"■ 
born in the colonies : for juftice is the natural confe- ' ■ "^ 
quence of property ; and none are more interefted in 
the good goTcrament of a country, than thofe who 
are entitled by their bu'th to the largeft pofTelHons in 
it. Thefe Creoles, who have naturally a great Ihare 
of penetration, a franknefs of cbaradler, an elevation 
of foul, and a certain love of juftice that arifes from 
thefe valuable difpofitions, would be fo fenfibie of the. 
marks of efteem and confidence which would be 
Ihown them by the mothcr.country, in intrufting 
them with the interior management of their own, 
that they would grow fond of that fertile foil, take a 
pride in improving it, and be happy in introducing 
all the comtbrts of a civilized fociety. Inltead of that 
antipathy to France, which is a refledion upon her 
minifters, and upbraids them with their feverity, we 
Ihould fee in the colonies that attachment which pa- 
ternal kindnefs always infpires to children. Inftead 
of that fecret eagemefs which, in time of war, makes 
them readily fubmit to a foreign yoke, we ihould 
fee them uniting their efforts to prevent or repulfe an 
invafion. Fear will reftrain men under the immedi- 
ate eye of a powerful and formidable mafter;.but af- 
fedion alone can command them at a diftance. This 
is, perhaps, the only fpring that ads upon the fron- 
tier provinces of an extenfive kingdom ; while the 
indolent and rapacious inhabitants of the metropolis 
arc kept in awe by authority. Attachment to the 
fovereign is a principle which cannot be too much 
encouraged or too much extended ; but if it be nei- 
ther merited nor returned, he will not enjoy it long. 
No more joy will then appear in public feftivals, no 
tranfports of exultation, no involuntary acclamarions 
will be heard at the fight of the beloved idol. Curi- 
ofity will bring a throng wherever there is a public 
fpedacle ; but contentment will not appear in any 
countenance. A fullen difcontent will arife, and 
fpread from one province to another j and from the 
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BOOK mother-countty to tbe colonies. Wheo the fortunes 
. ^'"' f of all men are injured or threatened at oncci the 
alarm and the commotion becomes general. £Ixer- 
tions of authority, multiplied hj the imprudence of 
thofe who iirft venture upon them, occafion a general 
alarm, and fall fucceOively upon all bodies of men. 
The avengers of crimes, and fupporters of the rights 
of the colonills, are brought up even from Amcriaa, 
and confined like malefadors in the prifons of £u- 
rope. The weapons of government, which feetned 
ufelefs againfl the enemy, are direded againft thefe 
valuable fubjeifts of the ftate. Thofe people, wbo 
could not be defended in time of war, are alarmed 
in time of peace. The French miniftry have nerer 
granted to their pofleffions in the New World the 
fupport requifite to preferve them from ravages or 
fr(Hn invalfion, and they will never fulfil this obli- 
gation, unlefe they iocreafe in the Old World their 
arfenals, their manu&dures, and their fiaves. Phi- 
lofophers of all countries, friends of mankind, pardon 
a French writer who endeavours tb excite his coun- 
try to raife a formidable navy. It is in order to fe- 
cure the tranquillity of the world that he wiihes to 
fee that fame equilibrium eftabliflied in all the feas, 
which conftitutes at prefent the fecuritj of the conti- 
nent. 
CuFrtDce If it fliould be doubted whether France can afpire 
J^|[]^' to that kind of power, we have only to confider its 
»"n:'Doth pofition. Sufficiently extenfive to prevent it from be- 
wtaw" ing dependent upon any of the furrounding powers, 
Mel whu anj ygf fQ fortunately limited as not to be weakened 
moft be M- by its' cxtcnt, this monarchy is fituated in the centre 
^**'^°^^' of Europe, between the ocean and the Medkerra- 
^"^ ncan. It can tranfport all its produdions from one 
fea to another, without paf&ng under the threatening 
cannon of Gibraltar, or under the infuldng flag (^ 
the Barhary powers. Moft of its provinces are wa- 
tered by rivers, or interfered by canals, which fecure 
the communication between its inland countries and 
its ports, and between its ports and its inland coon- 
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tries. Its neighbours are, fortunately, not able toB o o x 
furnilh their own fubfiftencc, or carry on a trade that , ^^"'_ , 
is merely paQive. The temperature of its climate 
procures to it the iaedimable advantage of fending 
out and receiving its (hips at all feafons of the year. 
The depth of its harbours enables it to give to its 
ihips the form the moft proper for fwiftnefs and fe- 
curity. 

Can France be in need of objects and of materials 
for exportation ? Its produt^ions, of the Old and of 
the New World, arc eagerly fought after by all na- 
tions : but it is more efpecially by its manufatftures, 
and by its falbions, that it hath fubdued Europe, and 
fome parts of the other hemifpherc. The nations are 
fafcinated, and will ever remain ^o. The endeavours 
which have every where been made to get rid of fo 
ruinous a tribute, by imitations of this foreign induf- 
try, have nowhere had the expeifted fticcefs. The 
fertility of invention will ever be beforehand with 
the quicknefs of imitation ; and the agility of a peo- 
ple, in whofe hands every thing aflumes a youthful 
appearance, and who have the art of making every 
thing appear old among their neighbours, will de- 
ceive the jealoufy and the avidity of thofe who en- 
deavour to enter into a competition with them by 
imitation. How extenfive might the navigai;ion of 
an empire be, which furniihes to the other Hates the 
objects of their vanity, of their luxury, and of their 
voluptuoufnefs ? 

Can the population of France be deemed inade- 
quate to numerous armaments ? It is well known at 
prefent, that this power reckons twenty-two millions 
of inhabitants. The reproach that is made them, 
that they have more failors upon each of their (hips 
than their rivals, is alone a futlicient proof that men 
are not wanted for the naval art, but that they arc 
themfelves deficient in it. Yet no people have ever 
received from nature more of that vivacity of genius, 
fit to improve the building of Ihips, or more of that 
dexterity of body, fo well calculated to fpare the 
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BOOK time and espences of haodicrafl:, 'hy the fimpltcity 
. ^'"' . and celerity of the means employed. 

Is it becaufe France cannot furniflifiomitfelf all 'forts 
of naval ftores, that it can be thought unable to have 
a maritime force ? But are not-4ier rivals likewife ob- 
liged to have recourfe for thefe things to the north of 
Europe, and even more than France herfelf ? Doth 
their climate, their induftry, and their colonies, fiir- 
nifti them with the fame facility of completing their 
exchanges in the Baltic ? 

France hath therefore all the requifites neceflaiy 
to become a truly naval power : but doth it fult her ' 
to entertain this ambitious idea ? 

For a long time, tjjfc only method known to acquire 
fortune and glory, was by numerous and well-diici- 
plined armies. The Eaft and the Weft Indies were 
difcovered ; and this unforefeen event occalioned an 
aftonilhing revolution in the minds of all men. Per. 
haps a reafonable ambition would have been content* 
ed with obtaining, by the mode of exchange, the 
riches and the produftions of thefe two extenfive parts 
of the globe. The thirlt of dominion, too commwi 
' among nations, occafioned the ruinous and deftruc- 
tive fyftem of conquefts to be generally preferred, 
Thefe immenfe regions were moftly fubdued. Mat- 
ters were carried ftill further. The people who in- 
habited thefe new climates were either too weak or I 
too indolent to ferve as the inllruments of the cupi- ' 
dity of an unjuft invader. In feveral places, they 
were all either exterminated, or expelled from the 
countries that had given them birth, and Europeans, 
or African flaves, were fubftituted to them, who mul- 
tiplied the commodities, the germina of which they 
found there, and who eftabliflied other cultures, which 
a new, fertile, and varied foil could ealily fupply. 

It was neceffary to give fome ftabiUty to thefe fet- 
tlements. The reftleffiiefs of the nations which had 
divided thefe virgin regions, and thejealoufy of thofe 
which had not enjoyed that advantage, were equally 
to be apprehehded. A naval force idone could give 
4 
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conUffenc^ to the rifing Ctdonies, and even to thofes oo k 
-Which were in the greateft forwardnefs. To preferve . ^'.; ,^ . 
them from inralion, ficets wete conftniAed and 6tted 
out. At this remarkaUe period, the fyftera of poli- 
tics was entirely altered. The eaith Mraft in fome mea- 
fure Tubjeded to thti Tea, and the gtcat political ftrokes 
were ftricken on the ocean. 

France, lefs accuftomcd to ferve as a guide, than ta 
faipais its matters, beheld without emulation the rife' 
of a new fpecies of power. The navy did not even 
form any part of the too extenfive projefls of the anl- 
bitious Richelieu. It was referved to the monarch for- 
whofe grandeur he had paved the way, to make his 
flag refpeftcd io the two hemifpheres. But this glory 
was of (hiall dunttioo. Lewis XIV. by his enterprifes, 
irritated the whole continent, and, in order to refill 
the leagues which were formed there againtt htm, was- 
obliged to maintain innumerable armies. His king- 
dom foon became nothing more than a camp ; and- 
bisfrontiero were only a ftdng of fortified places. The 
l^rings of the Hate were always kept in too high a de- 
gree of tenfion under this brilliant reign. One crifis' 
was fucceeded by another. At length the finances- 
were in diforder; and in the impoflibUity of defraying 
all the expences, rtte facrifice of the naval forces was- 
thought, perhaps improperly, to he tndifpenfable. 

Since the end of a century, in which the nation fuf-- 
tifined its- difgraces. by the remembrance at lead of its ' 
fticceffes, and (till kept Europe in awe by forty years 
of glory, cherifhed a government by which it had been 
honour^, and bade defiance to rivals whom it had' 
humbled : fince that period, France- hath loll much of 
its pride, notwithflanding the acquifitions with which 
its territory hath been extended. A long peace would" 
not have enervated her, if her fiirces, too long laviflied' 
ib war, had been turned to the navy : but her naval' 
powers have acquired no confidence. The avarice of 
one minider, the prodigality of another; the indolence 
<tf feverali falfe notions, trifling ioterefts, the intrigues' 
4F-tbe court, bywhich goTernmentia giuded; aferiiss 
roLIF. Gg 
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■ R of Tied and of &ults ; a namber of obfcure and delp^ 
. ^ ^''' cable caufei : all thefe circumftancei? have prcTented 
' ■ tbe nation from becoming as powerful upon fea as if 
bad been on the continent ; at lirall from acquiring a 
balance, if not a preponderance, of power. Even the 
Iqfles which France e^pisrieiiced in all pam of tb« 
globe, during the hollilttie) begun jn 1756; the bu- 
njiliatioos whicb (he was obliged to fubtnit to at the 
peace of 176^, did not redorc a fpirit of wifflom to 
the council jhat governed the nation, and did pot turn 
their projedts and tbeir effeiti towanJi the (y&cm nf 
a formidable navy. 

But what meafures fliould France purfue, in oi4er 
to create and maintain a naval force? 

The firfl ftep to be taken, without which the otberi 
vould become ejther ufelefs or fiital, muft be, to ec- 
epurage the mercantile branch of the navy. It it cbuC 
alone which can form men, inured to the haf^fhips of 
climates, to the tatigues of labquc, and to th; dangers 
of (lonns. This truth being pqce eftabliibed, tbofe 
innumerable Aiack|es which have fiitl^erto exclofively 
epfurfd the exportation of the commodities of the 
kingdom to foreign nations, and which have even too 
often given up tq them the coafting trade, will be ta- 
ken oflf. We wi|t not affirm, that an «<A of Davigatioq, 
fimilar to (bdt wliich bath occalioned the glory of 
England, would be fuitable to France: but that crpifra 
qught at leall to eftablilh fqch regulations as might 
enable its fubieds tp ftiare thqfe benefits which the 
Swedes, the Danes, and the Dutch, i;pipe and take 
ifom them even in th|;|r own harbour?. 

This new order of things will n^ver be eHabliOied, 
till the naval irade Ihall emerge from that humiliating 
flate ;ntu which it hath hithertp unfprtunately beeq 
plunged. The laws forbid any navigator from com- 
ipaoding a trading yefiej, till be Ibail have m^e three 
voyages upon a king's Ihip: after this trial, he majr ■ 
Qilt be c'lippelled to remain in the king's fervice dur- 
ing a time of war. The abjed (late in which he ta 
icjft la that fetvice muil iieccj£iiil/ excite as avccfioii 



:,.ndty Google 



ar THi KAfT Ain» vstr naau. 40y 

ftr tbe fea in all men who have receired any educa* book 
tion, who enjoy fome kind of forrunes, or who have ^ ^ 
Ibme degree of fpirit. Either thefe fhameful fetteri " ^ 
tnuft be broken, or tbe French mull f;i\e up the hopes 
of feeing the ocean covered with their numerous and 
xich armaments. 

The lldte of opprallion in which the failors are kept, 
is another obllacle to the multiplication of expeditions. 
Thefe men. who fo effentiaily contribiite lo the opu- 
lence and to the (Irength of the kingdom, are infcrib- 
ed in regiders, and are mlUntly obliged to embark oa 
board of men of war, upon receiving orders from the 
miniltry, for whatever time they (hull choofe, and at 
whatever ftipcnd it may be thought proper to give 
them ; nor are tbefe hard terms in the lealt alleviated 
by any conlidenition either of talents or age. At the 
time even when they are not employed in the public 
fervice, they are not allowed to difpufe of (h<rir induf- 
try and of their leifure. without the permifBoo of an 
agent of government. This fliivery averts from this 
peceflury profelB^)n moil of thofe whofe inclinatiua 
would otherwife have ied them to it, if it were not 
dedrudive uf all kind of liberty. If thefe inflitutioos 
were fupprefled, or at leaft the feverity of tbem were. 
dimininied, the harbours and the coads of Fnoce 
would then be 6IM vvith failors. 

But who fliall lead them on to aAion, and to the 
defence of their country? Seignelay decided that it 
ihould be the nubility, and h:t upiPiion hath t^en 
adopted ever fince. Hath nature th<.-n ezcluGvely 
granted to a nobleman a natural conRitutiun, which 
cunnut be affeded by climate, by hunger, and by fa- 
tigue? Baih Hie exclulively granted to hiin tbe bold- 
nelV that bids dedunce to danger, and the cuolacfs that 
fijrmuunts it ? Hath (he given to him excluhvely that 
genius which dcienuiries and enlure^ victor)' ? It it 
laid, that opinion and prejudice infpire men ot this 
rank with an ardour tot glory, and an mdttference for 
wealth, wbich are not to be found among other ci. lliiV 
^ fOfia I What j i« it io the midft of a conupt coutt| 
G|ij 
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a o o K it h among the rubbifii of a ruined caftle, that princi^ 
. *'"• pies of elevation and of difii^ereftednefs are to be pffs- 
' ferably fought for ? Tbe ion of a navigator, whofe for- 
tunate labours have been ciowned witb wealth, aii4 
who can have no other gmbition than that of ratder- 
ing his name illuftrious, is no leis poweifuUy excited 
to memorable a£Hons and to great facrifices, than that 
young nobleman who is conftaptl; flieltering himfelf 
under the laurels of hts anceftort. What period hath 
ever ihown, that a title wbich we are in pofieffion of 
is a more powerful ftimnlus than on« to which we a- 
fpire ? What was the firft perfon who dcferved Dobi- 
litj before he had obtained it ? If fome of his illuftri- 
ous defcendaats had been, in his place, his children 
apd his pofterity would have remained in obfcuritjr. 
True nobility was in the blood and in the defttoy of 
. man, before it exifted upon parchment. ~To acquire 
it, it is nece0ary to have good fortune and merit : 
good fortune, which Iball prefeot occa6ons to as, am) 
merit, by which we may improre them. All who 
have been ennobled in paft ages; and all who (hall be 
ennobled in future, have proved, and will hereafter 
prove, that this great road is open to a few men only ; 
and that it is as eafy to find a grelt mind under a phun 
dids, as a niean fpirit under the decoration of a rib- 
hand. Courage, virtue, and genius, belong to all 
ranks. But in order to afcertmn this matter, let the 
career be laid open indifcriminately to all perfons who 
{ball have received a decent education. Let them be 
embarked on board men of war ; let them make a few 
voyages under expeiienced commanders ; let them be 
fubjeded to 'all the labours, and to all the felf-denials, 
which this difficult profelfion requires. After tbefe 
trials, let thofe who have fliown the greateft degree of 
Qurit, of Ikill, of courage, and of emulation, be admit- 
ted into the royal navy. 

The exeellcnce trf an art, which enables us fome- 
limes to fubdue the elements ; the advantages of a 
profelEon, in which the opportuniues of fignalixing 
^oe's felf are more fregacnt, and in which glory is tbt 
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iJeffonal acquifition of every man, as foon as he %Bth b o o i^ 
obttined tbe command of the finalkft reBel ; all thefc . ^^ . 
teaToQs will induce them to ttudy, to refle^ and efpe- 
daily to be always mafioeuvnog ; for jo this piofef. 
£oa, the inoft leaxoed theory muft be conftantiy ac- 
companied with prufUce. Either in adion, or Id fim- 
1^ oavigatioa, refbludons muft he lb quick, that they 
flull appear rather as tbe refult of feehng than of le- 
fle^ion. The fea officer is more particularly in i^ed 
of tfaofe dedfive thoi^^ts, of th<^ fudden iUuinuia.- 
tions, as they bare been fo well defcribed by a fu- 
blime orator, ui his euJogiuai of a gre^t capt^a : 9od 
tbefe ftrdhces of iniUnift and ulents, to fpeak in a left 
elevated ftyle, mutt be foooer acquired by pcacStice 
than by theory. 

This idea of oootioual pmdice the Fnach nary are 
mterly ftrangers to. Lo^ anniiBcats, voyagea oS n 
day, in which tbe dme of retwoiog iatp pwc is knows 
•£ tbe time of gping out of it i cowts wUch are vific- 
ed with as little attention as thofe couotrkn tbrougb 
which B maa xtavdU poA : oofeaws, lof *t/iadk we know 
a« liule when we leave these m we did At av sniyal : 
expeditktnfit in which a fpeedy «twa '» the oaly ppe- 
raiUflg idea, and where th« mind ie conftantly ateEpcb- 
ed in atteaf ion to former habits : ^ps, wltt«h art oq»< 
fidetfd as priibos, and which are qvittod n»Cb {noC- 
port, witbctiit beuig acquainted either m£h tbfar d^ 
&&t or pecfeOioas. O FreflchmeD ! O xay felloir- 
(ittz£Ds ! Uiij is cxadly a tnie pidoiie ! fuoh hath 
been hitherto the deplorable eBiftloy«(tent of the aanl 
forces of our country. 

To thefe fucceflive armameajts of a few CoHnxpy fiit 
gates, the ttanfient espedition of which is of no .sad 
utility, let us iubAitute peroaaneot fquadions, that 
Ihall Deiuain three yeara, or more, in all ibe larifaiM 
pf the Old apd of the New World, where we have 
imy iettlcmeate, or whene we oatry on an exceofiTe 
trade, lot thefe ioftrudive crukes conftantly em^oy 
one b^ of our inferior vefleH, and fome ihips of tlM 
}tae. Then the officeis who lemain in tbe prp&sGpa 
G g iij 
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a o o ic merely on account of the facility of fulfilTIng the ^o- 
. ^"' ties of it, will retire ; and thofe who pcrfevere in tbi* 
■ perilous and honourable employment will then acquire 
informHtion, experience, and a fundnefs for that ele- 
ment, U)vm which they expeA to obtain glory and for- 
' tune. Subalterns then growing emulous to pl?afe fu- 
periors deftined to command them for a length of 
time, will learn fubordination. The crens, trained 
up with care to the fervice, and inllruAed in the ms- 
meuvres by the captains who are to reap the fruits of 
ftU their trouble, will then fight with more redJuiioa 
and with better (kill. Europe hath appeared aAonifh- 
ed that the French, who were worthy rivals of the En- 
gltih at the beginning of the la4 wars, had tod in time 
that honourable equality. Several cituies have occa- 
fioned this revolution : the principal uf them, and 
which hath nut been attended to, is, that the French 
bave had frefh failors every campaign, and that their 
nvals hare always kept the fame tUl the termioatioa 
of hollilities. 

The edabliniment of (lationary fquadrons fliould b« 
followed by other innovations of no lels importance. 
The corps of the navy, at prefent too numerous, and 
burdened with ufelels and idle members, ought to be 
t»-oportioned to the number of Ihips and of armaments* 
Thole fatal departments, which excite jealoufy with' 
out emulation, and which, by hereditary hatred, often 
occalion the mtfcarriage of the beft contrived pmjeds, 
muft be abolilhed. Rank, which every where, and la 
all ages, hath ftifled genius and talents, will ceafe to 
prefide over the promotions and the rewards. Among 
the too great number of ranks it is neceflary to pals 
thraugh, feveral mull be lupprefled, in order that it 
nay be polQble for a man to acquire a command be- 
fore the. lime preCcribed by nature for quitting it. If 
it- be thought neceflary to preferve the different clafles 
of officers, the dire^iun of them will be altered and 
better regulated. The admirals, wbuli! Urength, cou- 
rage, and ai^Hvity, (halt be diminiOied, either by age, 
by labour, or by the wounds they may have teceived^ 
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nuft form a tribunal, which (hall dired the ctboice, the b o p K 

rrefervation, and the emplDyment of the nsval ftores. ^ *"|L | 
c muft be the balinefs ot this tribunal to regulate ad. 
tnilBim into the navy, to determine the promotions, to 
bellow the command, to fettle the cruiles, and direft 
vs much a> poffible all the operations. Such will here- 
after be the council of a miniller, who, ignorant of hit 
funftiuns, (icuated at the dillancs of a hundred leagaei 
from the Tea, devoted, either from inclination or necef- 
dty, to the intrigues of a tempelluous court, hath hcem 
conllantlj, to the prefent time, the fport of a few ob> 
fcure. ignorant, and interclted adventurers. 

in proportion as thefe plans of reformation which 
we have been tracing (hull be carried into CKecutioD, 
the fhips, which were growing rotten in a Hate of in> 
ai^ion, will be repaired, and others will be coofirudl- 
ed. France will foon acquire numerous fieeta. But 
where Iball the refources be found to put them in ac- 
tion? 

Let thofe two magnificent or ufeleG edifices, the 
maintaining of which becomes ruinous, be demuliffa- 
ed: let there be a ftup put to the difhonefty which 
hath but too commonly prevailed in the purchafe of 
naval ftores, and to the negligence with which tbey 
have been hitherto taken care of: let thufe ufeleA 
hands, which protedion hath multiplied in our .arfe> 
nals, be difmifled : let the mealureii of adminiftratioa 
be rendered more fimple, by introducing jullice and 
punctuality in our payments : let the crews of the 
fhips, which all diGmerefted perfons acknowledge to 
be too numerous, be dimini£hed : let all thufe officers, 
who are not employed at fea in the fervice of the ftate^ 
be reduced to half pay : let eveiy fpecies of luxury, 
delicacy, and volupruuufnefs, which enervates out de- 
fenders and ruins our fquadrons, be aboli/hed : let tht 
refitting and repairing uf our ihips become lefs fre* 
quently ncceffary. After all ttiefe alterations, ilia 
funds at prefent fet apart for the navy will be found 
fufficient to put this elTential branch of our power up- 
on a refpe^ble footing. There is even a very fimpit 
3 
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> D o K method of rnfing it flill higher, without aay ailditioiJlA 

. *"*• al expoice, -which I ihali now point oat. 

'" FmDce hath ibaned colonies in the New World, 
from which it aanually receives to the amoiuit of 
130/3^0,000 of hvrei [5^i6,666L 131. 4^.] in com- 
modities. The bfs of £0 cooliderable a produce would 
leave an iminenfe vacancy in its fpecie. in its popula- 
tion, in its induftry, aad in its public revenue. The 
importance of preferviog tfaefe rich fetdementt hath 
been uoderftood, and io aider to accomplifli it, re- / 
4:ouiie hath been had to battalions and fortxdies. ' 
Experience hath proved the ioliifficteacy of thefe^ 
means. The defence oi thefe colonies belongs, and 
muft eKclufively belong, to the navy. The ifiao^ 
muft therefore be put under its ptotoEtioa, and the 
czpences incurred for the iofulficiait pnocet^ioa of 
them muft be turned into its treafury : then will the 
ordinary funds of the navy of Fiaoce jKibund fuffi- 
cient for the purpofe of carrying on its opentioaB 
'with dignity and advantage. 

Such are the czpeOatioDS of Europe. She will ooc 
think her Ubcrty fecured, till a flag Ihall be feeo djC- 
played upon the ocean that fhali not ixemble be- 
fore that of Great Britain. The wifbes of the natioa* I 
are now united in favour of that power which may be ' 
able to defend them flgainft the preteofioos of one 
£ngle people to the univerJal monarchy of the feas; 
and at this prefent period there is none but France 
that can free them imm this anxiety. The fyftem 
of equilibrium requu.-es, therefore, that the court of 
.Verfailles ftiould incxeafe their navy, more efpccially 
as they cannot do i c without diminifhing their land 
forces. Their influe nee being then divided between 
tht two elements, will no longer be formkUhle on ei- 
ther except to thofe -who ihould be deOrous of diftiuh-' 
ing the harmony. 

Before 1 die, may this great revolution, already be- 
^n, be completed ; tog«her with other reformatioos 
which 1 have pointed out. Then Ihall 1 have obtain- 
ed the true reward of my vigils. Then ^uU 1 e& 
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claim : It is not in Tain that I have obferved, rcfleded, book 
pnd laboured. Then ftiall I addrefi myfelf to Hea- . "\j 
Ten, and fay : " Difpofe of me at prefent according to 
" thy will, for mine eyes have feen the fplendour of 
" my country, and the liberty of the feas reftored un- 
*^ to all nations !" 



END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 



:,.ndty Google 



:,.ndty Google 



:,.ndty Google 



